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A sun, whose name was William, remained on the land which was
owned by his father and he probably added considerable acreage. Ap-
parently “William™ was the most commmon family name used by the
Reeds. This William Reed who married .\l:lrgn.rct Currey wns'lmrn
in 1791 and died in 1863 as indicated by the Waxhaw records.  Ae-
cording to a tradition in the family he had an adopted diughter althangh
the records show that he had one daughter whose name was Nier
Lamiisa. - Owr tradition: pomis v the fact that this adopted d.'mglm-'r
miarried a Hood and one of the Waxhaw records indicates that Naney
Lonisa: Reed marricd Caprain John Hood, A of the members of the
family are buricd at the Shiloh AR.|" Cemetery, A tombh there con-
tins the following inseription: “In miemory of Margaret Davis wha
departed this life in the year 1830 aged abow Y0 vears, By her son
William Reed.” '

This is all we know about the Reeds of Somth Caraling excepl jor
one incident. Saon aiter the close of the War Retween the States,
William Reed of Mississippi ( IRI8-1895), 5 nephew of the William
Reed of South Carolina, (1791-1863 1, and grandson of the original jim-
migrant from Ireland, visited his unele’s Somh Carolina plantation
home, “The Sowth Caroling Reed had owned many slaves.  They had
been freed but continued o live there having no desire to leave the ol
heme place. William Reed af Mississippi had heen invited to partici-
Pate in the settdement of the estate of his nnele but it was of Nide salue
because of the war's devastation.  The amoumt inherited by the Mia-
sissippi nephew wis $60.00. )

This ix the Jast bit of hnondedae we have of any commuticistion
between our Reed family of Micsissippi and their relatives in Soutls
Carolina.

Jobn Reed, born in 1790 marnal finey Cofive in Lancaster County,
South Carolina, about 1817, After their first chikl was bor they
moved o Alabama in 1819, These were onr ancestors and since the
Coffees were earbier innigrants o this coumry the next chapter con-
verns the Coffee family
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THE COFFEE FAMILY

Among our earliest ancestors of record in America were those wha
bore the name Coffve. It was oiten spelled “Coffey” in many of the
older records but “Coffee” came to be the more accepted form.

Most of the Coffees came from Ireland and settled first in Virginia.
This was early in the eighteenth century about 1709 or 1710.  Their
descendauts moved to all parts of the country,  Many migrated to Ten-
nessee. Coffee County, Tennessee, wis named in honor of General John
Cotiee who won fame in the Indian wars ander General Andrew Jack-
son.  General Coffee commianded the Temnesseans under Jackson in the
War of 1812 and was in the thick of the fight at New Orleans,

The Coffees were among the Scotch-Trish who settled in Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania and the Carolinas.

HUGH COFFEE (1700:-1767 %)

Qur first ancestor of whom we have certain knowledge was Hugh
Coffer who came to Virginia as a voung man about 1725, Although the
genealogical records are scarce it is helieved Hugh Coffee was not mar-
ried when he came to this country,  He probubly landed in Marvland
and went from there to Harper's Ferry, Virginia, from where he moved
to what was later Augusta County, Virginia—reierred to as a frontier
“Scotch-Irish” arca.  There are many reicrences to him in Chalkley's
Augusta County, Virginia, records which indicated hie lived un Cow-
pasture River,

New counties have been creited since that time and it is probable
that Hugh Coffce lived either in the northern part ol what is now
Buotetourt County or the sonthern edge of Alleghany County since Cow-
pasture empties into the James River near the line between. One of the
uld Chalkley records reiers to Hugh Coffee’s land as bheing “on the
corner of John Conoly’s land, crossing Cowpasture River.”  In another
reference Hugh Cofiee is recorded as having lived at the lower end oi
Cowpasture on Carter’s Mill—possibly referring to Carter’s Mill Creek.
His Jand was about 20 miles due west of Lexington.  This is near the
present town of Tron Gate, a few miles south of Clifton Forge, Virginia,
in the Appalachian Mountains,

The name of Hugh Coffee’s wile is not known. It is certain that
onc of his sons was named John and it is probable that he had at
least two other sons named William and Benjamin,

Hugh Coffee died at his home or plantition on Cowpasture River
i 1766 or 1767. This area is near the famous Shenandoah Valley.
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In fact, the county seat o0 Nagnsta County, Stanton, is in the center
af the Valley, 1t was the birthpliwe of Woodrow Wilsen,

Very linde is known about the e of Hugh Coifee.  Ie s referred
1o ovcasiodly i legal records as an oappraiser in land transactions,
Dioubtless, Hugh Cotfee came te this region because many of his friends
and velatives preceded him thore. Oiher Coffees are mentioned in the
carly records. This was a rennae, pioncer country amid rogged apam-
tains and swiltly Howing atreams with difticult roads and lew communi-
cutioms—the raw American frontier.

Willamsburg was the cobonial capital of Virginia.  The Cofces
Hved in Virginia during the colomal perind when all the Governors
were appointed by the British King,  Nmong the Governors holding
attice. while Hugh Coffee lived in the western part of the state were
Colonel Hugh Dreysdale, Colonel Rodiert Carter, Colonel William Gooch,
William N, Keppel (Farl o Mdbemarle), Commissary James  Blair,
Colotel Jots Robinsem, Colonet T homas Lee, Colonel Lewis Burwel)
Al Robert Dinwiddie,

Governor Dinwiddie commissioned George Washington to make his
Lanons surveving trip when Washiington was 21 vears okl During
this period a number of great Virginmns were born, Wishington was
born in 1732, Thowas Jeffersan in 1743, and James Madison e 1730,

Our ancestry s traced throggh Hugh Coffee’s song John Cotfee.

TOHN COFFEER (17303128007 AND SUSANNAH WATSON

Joln Coffee wis hore s Mpgusta County, Virgioie . We have no
eaiet record of the date of his birta hat it was probably aronmd 1730,
He grew up there where he negricd Sosannay Watson, He vaned
Land e Aggusta County and Laer woved oo a0 location near Harper's
Ferry fram where he moved 10 Soath Ciroling with his family alwat
1754

John Coffee s mentioned often anwng the records of andister
Connty. He s referred 1o as o planter in Lancaster Comnty, Canden
Dristrict, South Carolina, One recornd sivs his Lod was in the Washaa
Settlement and it adjoined the kued owned by Lenes and George Walker.
This is also referred to as beinge on the west side of Cane Creek near
the Charlotte Highway six or seven miles north oi the conmty seat,
Lancaster.  Another reference indicates the land alse adjoined thar of
Famies Huey and Hugh Momgomery,

We have many deseriptins of conditions at that time especially
with reference to the Iudians and their customs. The Catawba River
Hawed through this part of the country which was named ior the
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Catawha Indians who lived there.  Lancaster County. South Carolinic
adjoined Mecklenlerg County, North Carolina It i~ often difticult o
deterine in just which state many of the settlers lived and as a mater
oi fact the line itsell was in dispute for many vears.  [U was during
this perind in the lifetime of John Coffee and his sons that Aadrew
Jackson was born, theve in the same vicinity, in Lancaster County.
Seuth Caroling, on March 15, 1707,

We have been unable to learn exactly when John Cofiee aned
Susannah Watson Coffee died hut their deaths apparently  ocenrred
sometime towards the latter part of the cighteenth century near 1800
since we ind no mention of them after that date.  They were buricd
in Lancaster County probably in the old Six-Mile Church Graveyard -
about six miles north of the town of Lancaster.

Lancaster is a very old Sonth Carolina town in the northern purt
of the ~tate. It has a population of approximately 8000 and is quite
prosperous, especially has it become so during the vears since Waorld
War 1L 1t is noted dor its large textile mills there and in Lancaster
Comnty. 1 have been in Lancaster several times, having made it a
point 1o ga there mainly because of its listaric associations with our
tanily.

CHILDREN OF JOHN AND SUSANNAH COFFEE

HENRY. Bornin Vieginia, 1748, The name of his wife was Mary
but we do not have her maiden name.  He served in the Revolution
ar a Licutenant ml Captain in Sumpters Brigade.  He moved to
Davidsear County, Tennessee, in 1793 making his home in or near
Nushville, We know ot emly one ¢hild of Henry and Mary Coffee. Her
mane was Margaret-=born i 1771 and died in 1793, She had marricd
and Ler hushand’s name was MeMeans,  She wis buried in the Waxhaw
Cemetery. Lancaster County, South Carolina,

HUGH. Born in 17530 near Harper's Ferry, Virginia,  Died in
1827 in Lancaster County, South Carolina,  He was nirried 1o Agnes
Montgomery,  She was born in 1735 and died in 1838, They were
lineal ancestors of our Reed family and more detailed information about
Hugh Cufiee will follow, \We have definite and positive proof that he
served i the American Revolution.

JTOHN. Born in 1752 in Virginia.  His wife was name Susannah
which makes it casy for the records to hecome confused since his
father and mother were named Jobn and Susannah.

We know ol two children of this family: a daughter, Elizabeth
Coffee, horn in 1773 and a son, John M. Coftfee, born in 1785, Eliza-
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Hugh Coffee, his wiie and family left South Carolina before 1820
and moved to Maury County, Tennessee. It was thought they pos-
sibly lived in Williamson County, Tennessee, also but no record of this
could be found and it is possible they lived near the line between Wil-
liamson and Maury County.  \We know they lived in the Carter’s
Creek community in Maury County where many of the Caskeys and
Coffees lived. They speat the rest of their lives there and are probably
buried at the old Lockridge Cemetery some two miles west of Carter's
Creck. .

A Jense execnted in 1821 shows some Jand was leased (or life
Flugh and Muargaret Colfee by Samiel Stephenson who  wis  their
sui-in-law, the hushaud of their daughter Susan,

Records of this Hugh Cofice are very scarce. We do not know
when he or his wile died. They may have been iving in 1840, There
are references pointing te the fact that both were living after 1835,

CINLDREN OF HUGH AND MARGARET COFFLE

MARY. Married Thomas Caskey in 1809 at lancaster, South
Carolina,  They moved to Maury County, Tennessee hefore 1820 and
profably at the same time her futher and mother and other relatives
leit South Caralina for Tennessee. Ter son, a well-known miniater
af the Chiristian Chareh, T, WL Caskey, said his family lived near
Spring Hill, Tennessee, which was not far from Carter’s Creck.

JINCY. DBorn in 1799 0 Mecklenberg County, North Carolina.
She was an ancestor of var Reed family, She was warried 10 John
Rewd,

SUSAN. The census records show that she was the daughter
of Huogh and Margaret Coffec. She nurried Samuel Stephenson who
also went to Manry County, Tennessee,

HUGIHE M. Born July 14, 1802, in lamcaster County, South
Carolina, maved 1o Maury County, Tennessce, when he was o child.
Hugh M. Cuffee was a Baptist siinister. .\ sheteh of his hie i< given
i ook U Tennessee Baptist Ministers™ by Borum, published in 1880,
It was stated 0 the book that Hugh M. Coffee came from Fancaster
District, South Ciooling where he was horn, to Williouson County,
Tennessee.  This hiographical sheteh indicated thae his father and
mother, Hugh and Margaret Cotiee, came dirst to Williunson Couny,
then newed ta Lancoln Connny and sull Liter 1o Carter’s Creek in
Maury County,

Hugh M. Coltee, the nmuster, wits deseribed in the <keteh as a
san ax feet tall, with dark, graving haie, gray eves, weighing 170
pounds,  He had a sense of humor and was not given o religious
vantroversy.”

)

)

JOHN REED (1790-1874?) AND
JINCY COFFEE §1799-1874?)

Juhn Reed, son of Willian and Margaret Davis Reed, was horn
on the sea in 1790 when his parents were enroute from Ireland 1o
America. The census of 1830 indicates that he climed to have been
born in Lancaster, South Carolina,  This, we helieve, was a custoan
ui the children ol immigrants who were horn on the sca to state thin
America was their birthplace and it accounts for the fact that John
Keed indicated his birthplice was Lancaster.  We feel sure, hecan-o
of the positive tradition, that he was born on the sea before the arrival
in this country.

Jincy Coffee, wife of John Reed. was born in 1799 in Mecklenber:
County, North Carolina.  She was the daughter of Hugh and May-
garet Coffee,  Evidently the Irish tradition remained strong with the
Coffves since her descendants remembered that she could speak the
old Irish or Gaclic knguage. Her name was sometimes  spelled
“Jensey™ or “Jenney” but in i deed T saw it was * Jiney.”

John and Jiney Coffee were married in 1817 in Lancaster County.
South Carolina.  Their first child, William Reed, was born Decembeer
23, 1818, Three weeks later or in January 1819 John and Jiney Reo!l
with their infant son together with many relatives, including  sister~
oi John, and friends set out for the West.  How kg it took them
we do not know but they settled in northwestern Alabama in what
is now Lamar County.  This was referred to by them as “in the jork
of Sipsey Creck and Buttahatehie River.,”  There is a small stream
in the vieinity called Lost Reed Creek. The exact location of tie
home in Alabama is not known bt it was near the Mississippi line,
cast of Moenroe County, Mississippi, about 4 miles northwest of what
is now the town of Sulligent, Alabania.

John Reed and his family lived in this location from 1819 to 1833
No stories of their life in Alabama are known except William Reed.
son of Julm Reed, who lived there nntil be was alumt 15 years okl
whl his children of the plentifulness of game and ish which indiciated
N seareily of foad Tor these ploneer settlers.

The Chickasaw Indians ovcupied the northeastern part of  Miss:s-
sippa an that time. Little progress was made in the scttlement or that
part of the state until o treary between the Chickasins and the Unned
States govermuent was signed m 1832 by terms of which the Indims
agreed to relinguish their clain o this section for lands in the Tndun
1erritory,

The lunds ceded becane known as the “Chickasaw Cession of 18327
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Tohn Reed moved 1o this part of Mississippt in 1833 locating in what
i~ now Itawamba Coamty, The site of his original residence was about
R miles southeast of Fulton in the present Tilden Conunity about 100
varls east of the house owned for many years by his grandson, Dr.
AL L. Reed.  This is e the north side of [lighway 25 and only a
short distance north of the Union Grove Cemctery.

John Reed ownedl a considerable amount of land which extended
all the way west to the Tombighee River. A part of this land near
the river was later owned by several Clayton families and was known
for a long time as the Reed Old Fiekd.  They lived here in Mississippi
until 1849 when they moved 1o Louisiana. A deed dated March 19,
1849 records the transfer of hali interest in 320 acres in Ttawamba
County from John and Jincy Reed to their son, Andrew Reed. Ap-
parently John Reed and his son, Willian Reed had purchased 320
acres from a man whose name was Smallwood which is now referred
to as "Old Reed Place” where William Reed lived for the rest of his
life. lLater a post office was established there known as Reedsville.
The land is described in the deed as folows: *“The North hali of
Section 20 and Township 10 of Range 9, Last of the Basis Meridian of
the Chickasaw Cession, containing 320 acres more or less with mill
and wols.”  The relinquishment of dower was signed by Jincy Reed
on April 10, 1849 before R. F. Shannon, Justice of the Peace. Edwin
G. Thomas was Clerk of the Probate Court at the time in Itawamba
County. The rouad from the highway through the land is Reed’s Mill
Road.

Jolm and Jincy Reed with their children except the two older sons,
William and Andrew, moved to Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, establish-
ing their residence 12 miles north of the town of Homer. This was
uear, possibly a mile east, of what is now the town of Haynesville,

ft is not known when John and Jincy Reed died. They died some-
time in the 1870's and it is possible that hoth may have lived until 1874.

\We have no physical descriptions of cither.  Nothing is known of
their church affilation if they had any at wll which was not uncommon
in those days, although this dnes nov imply they were not believers in
Christianity.

9

CHILDREN OF JOHN AND JINCY COFFEE REED

WILLIAM.  Born in Lancaster County, South Caroling, December
23, 1818, Married Llizabeth Moore Wilson in 1843, They were among
the ancestors of our Reed family about whom more will iolow,

ANDREW,  Borin 1823, \We are not positive about his place af
birth but presumably it was in Alabama. His wite was born in 1824 in
Mabama but only her first name, Ehzabetl, is known. Andrew Reed
was a miller who owned a halt interest in a mill and 320 acres with
his older brother, William, in Itawamba County on Reed’s Creek. lHe
died about 1855. His widow, Elizabeth Reed, was married a sccond
time to a man named Shanuon.,  She was remembered by her relatives
in Mississippi as “Aunt Betsy.”

HENRY. Date and place of birth not recorded but was believed
to be before 1830 in Alabama. He was a shoemaker by trade. He
served in the Confederate Army in the War Between the States and
was engaged in making boots and shoes for the Army somewhere in
[.ouisiana where he was captured and killed by a detachment of
Federal troops.

JOHN G. Not certain about his place of hirth but believe it wa»
in Alabama. He was known as *Jack.” He was born in 1830, Maoved
with his parents to Louisiana in 1849.

MARCUS. Known as "Mark.,” Born in 1831 and according to
the census of 1830 his place of birth was in North Carolina. The
familv was suppused to have been living in Alabama at that time but
may have gone hack to North Carolina temporarily when he was born.
He moved with his parents to Louisiana in 1849 and died somwtime in
the 1870's by accidental death while digging a well. He has a num-
ber of descendants living in or near the town of Haynesville. One
of his daughters married a Spencer,

GEORGE. Born in 1833 in Mississippi. Moved to Louisiana
with parents in 134Y.

MARTIN. Born in 1837 in Mississippi. His full name was Martin
\'an Buren and was called “Van.” He was, also, a Coniederate soldier
in the War Between the States and was killed in action at the Siege
of Vicksburg.

FLIZABETH. Born in 1838 in Mississippi. She moved with her
family to Louisiana in 1849, She was the only daughter listed in the
1850 census. No other records available.

Very little information has come down to us about the John Reed
family after they moved to Louisiana. Travel was quite difficult then

25



but it is known the Reeds of Mississippi and Louisiana heard from
cach other occasivnally.  Sumetime during the 1870's, two sons of \Vil-
liam and Elizabeth Reed, William and John, went with their familics
10 Cleburne, Texas and visited their grandiather’s family in Louisiana,

It is believed this is the complete dist of children of John and Jincy
Reed. The names mentioned above are those who were known 1o be
living in 18530 when the Federal cemsus was taken. Nuthing is
positively known of the descendints now living of the Reweds in
Louisiana,  There i~ a vague tradition that a descendant of one of
these Reeds was the Jate James Reed of Lonoke, Arkunsas, who was
at one time a menber of Congress,

Haynesville, Louisiuna, is in Claiborne County in the northern part
of the state near the Arkansas line. 1t might be considered an ol
town since a number of ol wells have heen developed in that vicinity,
My travels have taken me through Huvnesville at different times, It
s in the heart of a growing and prosperous area. Many of the
descendants of our people Tive in and around there. T was not able
t Jocate any by the name of Reed hut there were a number of Hartsells
related to Elizabeth Wilson Reed, and 1 was told that a daughter of
Mark Reed married a Spencer. 11 she is not Jiving, her children aml
grandchildren are probably residing there.  Haynesville was not in
existence when the Reeds went to Louisiana in 1849,

2y

WILLIAM REED (1818-1895)

We now come to the one who, for the purposes of our story is
the central figure in this history of the Reed family since it concerns
principally his descendants.

William Reed was born in Lancaster County, South Carolina,
December 23, 1818 when James Monroe was President of the United
States. The exact site of his birthplace is not known but in view
of many references in the Lancaster records, it was probably six or
eight miles north of the town of Lancaster not far from the North
Carolina border, 1ncidentally, this area was the hirthplace of Andrew
Jackson who, according to Jackson’s own statement, wias born one
mile south of the state line in Lancaster County, South Carolina, in
1767.

We know definitely that William Reed was the son of John and
Jincy Coffee Reed and the records indicate he was the grandson i
William Reed and Margaret Davis who emigrated to America from
Iveland in 1790.

William Reed moved west with his parents from Lancaster County,
South Carolina in January, 1819. They arrived at their destination
sumetime early that vear and settled near the Mississippi line in what
is now Lamar County, Alabama. The location is described as being
in fork of Sipsey Creek and Buttahachie River. It was a few miles
northwest of the present town of Sulligent. The Reeds had relatives
in that area, some of whom lived in Monroe County, Mississippi. just
across the line.  Many of the descendants have oiten heard reierence
to relatives who lived on Weaver's Creek in Monroe County by the
nanie of Flint who were rather closely related to the Reed family. They
also mentioned the village of Splunge, in Mississippi, near their home.

In our family tradition, we do not have much information about the
Reeds while they lived in Alabama except for the fact that William Reced
often told his sons about the bountiful supply of game in those pioneer
days. There were numerous wild turkeys, squirrels, opossum, fox,
wolves, deer, bear. raccoons, heaver and even the buffalu, to say nothing
of the abundance of fish in all the rivers and streams. It would have
been a paradise for modern day hunters and fshermen.

It was in 1833 that the Reeds moved to Mississippi. to what is
now [tawamba County. We are not sure about the exact date. Wil-
liam Reed told his children that he was about 15 vears old when they
moved to Mississippi.  They settled and probably built a log cabin
eight miles southeast of Fulton, about 100 yards east oi where William
Reed's grandson, Dr. M. L. Reed lived mwost of his life. This was

27



e that his death t. \ilnce before that time.
Walton the signer was born before or after
book notes that probate was granted Mary
, 1757, calls attention to a discrepancy be-
te book (order book), the entry in the will
and corrected, the notation showing that
Voodson were given probate.
ildren of Robert Walton are recorded in
, account of John Hughes as guardian of
Walton. 1760; pp. 396-8. account of George
r. orphen of Robert Walton, 1757.60; pp.
uardian of George Walton, orphan of Robert
Tucker Woodson, guardian of John Walton,
406-7, account of George Walton, guardian
$16-7, account of George Walton, guardian
ken Woodson®s place as John's guardian);
guardian of George Walton, 1762-3.
t is obvious that George Walton. Jr.. of
rt and Mary Walton were expecting when
5. 1740,
plare and time of Walton's birth. V.Af.#.B.
- Countv, Va. Two old collections of hiog-
' of Independence, Benson John Lossing:
* of the Deelaration of Independence (New
Adrrson's Biography of Signers to the Decla-
edited by Robert T, Conrad, (Philadelphia,
| both give the year as 1740. A later work,
rhies of the Delegates from Georgia to the
+: 168, gives Walton's hirthplace as Prince
date 1749. D.A.B. gives the vear as 1741
«e Edward County, Va. Biog. Dict. Cong.
war Farmville, Cumberland County. From
hat the vear of George Walton's birth was
us that the place was either Prince Edward
hes Tived in Cumberland, there is a pre-
“1tainly if George Walton was barn before
m was horn after his father's death. it is
saiden name was Mary Hughes, may have
ha. who married George Walton of Prince
~ nnt improbable that she may have gone
en f her <on was born before his father's
ward and Cumberland may claim Walton
' South: Carolina claim Andrew Jackson—
nupge Walton died Feb. 2, 180+,
w latter a Representative from Kentucky
Rise  Dict. Cong. The writer has been
*hew Walton, and Biog. Dict. Cong. doos
1< nrth. There is the probability that he
11 even have been a pative of the county.
' Foanees Watkins, a daughter of Henry
{ m the Prince Edward records. There is
thew Walton should be listed in the
Bank =

W V.ATIIB 11: 80-1 The last reference
b hrathers as Amelia. The two former,
* lns hirthplace as Prince Edward. which
» Willisn Bibh, was a member of the
i and of the House of Delegates from

R R IR

10.

11.

‘3 825
{

the county in 1777. Riog. Dict. Cong. gives William Wyatt Bibb's birth date
as Oct. 1,)1 780; D.A.B. gives it as Oct. 2, 1781, both though at a time William
Bibb was living in Prince Edward as he appointed a justice in 1776‘an.d
became sheriff in 1788. D.A.B. identifies Thomas as William Wyau Bibb's
brother, in mentioning him as successor in the governorship of Alabama;
Thomas succeeded to the office hy virtue of being president nf the Alabama
State Senate. H. T. Owen of Richmond (V.M.H.B. 18: 195.6) undertook to
disprove the statement that the Bibbs were natives of Amelia by reference to
the land book for 1782 and land grants.

. Biog. Dict. Cong.: 1704: V.A.H.B. 11: 82; Farmville Herald, Nov. 30, 1906.

Price was born Sept. 20, 1809, died in St. Louis Sept. 29, 1867.

. Biog. Dict. Cong.: 1460; V.M H.B. 11: 82. Ligon was born May 10, 1810,

the son of James Ligon and Martha Watkins Ligon. died Jan. 12, 1381. St"c
Richmond Enguirer, Aug. 10, 1853, for his nomination for Governor of Mary-
land on the Democratic ticket. My Grandfather Weaver. who remembered
secing Governor Ligon when he visited his brother. James D. Ligon, at
Walnut Hill, 10ld me that one of Ligon's relatives who was a prisoner of war in
one of the Federal prisons in Maryland wrote to Governor Ligon in ﬂnNCl:
pation of getting some aid in being released. Governor Ligon got word back
to his kinsman that he would like to help him, but that he was being closely
watched under suspicion of being a Southern sympathizer and that he was
therefore unable to heip.

. D.AB. 1: 191-2; Farmville Herald, Nov. 30, 1906; V. M, H. B. 11: 82. The

son of Dr. Thomas Allen and Ann Watkins Allen, Allen was born Apr. 20,
1820, died Apr. 29, 1866. He removed when a boy to Missouri with his father,
later ran away from college to Mississippi, taught school. and studied law. He
eloped with his wife, but was later reconciled with his father-in-law. who
proved gencrous. Douglas Southall Freeman in the D.A.B. sketch praises
Allen for the vigorous and effective measures he took as Governor of Louisi-
ana; he regarded him as one of the ablest Southem administrators. The
Prince Edward tradition that Allen and his first cousin Thomas Watkins
Ligon played together as boys at their grandfather's bome, Oldham, seems the
product of imagination. The diffcrence of 10 years in their ages makes one
doubt that they were playmates, although of course thev would have known
each other when Allen was a small boy and Ligon in his teens.

. Biog. Dict. Cong.: 1915. Abraham B. Venable was born at Slate Hill Nov.

20, 1758, perished in the Richmond Theatre fire, Dec. 26, 1811,

Biog. Dict. Cong.: 846; D.A B. 2: 235. George M. Bibb was the son of Richn_rd
and Lucy Booker Bibb. He was born QOct. 30, 1776, died Apr. 14, 1839.
D.AB. gives Bibb's middle name as Mortimer. The writer follows Biog. Dict.
Cong. in giving it as Motier.

Biog. Dict. Cong.: 904.5; D.A.B. 3: 180, Blanche K. Bruce was born Mar. ,
1841, Died Mar. 17, 1898. The late Dr. J. D. Eggleston told the writer that
he had heard that Bruce was born at Linden, home of Allen \\"atson..la!e_r of
Robert E. Stokes, and now of G. L. Cox. Biog. Dirt. Cong, gives his birth-
place as near Farmville, Prince Edward County; D.A.B. as Farmville.

12. Biog. Dict. Cong.: 998, John Coflee was born in Prince Edward Dec. 6. 1782,

13.

died at his home near Jacksonville, Ga., Sept. 25, 1836. V.M.H.B. 18: 196
quotes a letter from H. T. Owen of Richmond: about 1872-3. someone stated
that General John Coffce was born in Amelia County. Abram Venable of the
Farmville Journal replied that John Coffee was born on Mill Fork of Vaughan
Creek 12 or 15 years after the formation of Prince Edward. Biog. Dict. Cong.
confirms Prince Edward as his birthplace and shows that he was born 28
years after the formation of the county.

Biog. Dict. Cong.: 1167, Thomas Stanhope Flournoy was born Dec. 15, 1811,
died Mar. 12, 1883. He was educated at Hampden-Svdney. Flournoy was
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