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I - HUGH COFFEY (1700-1767)

A number of Coffeys (or Coffees) were among the Scotch-Irish
who came to America and settled in Virginia, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania and the Carolinas. The earliest Coffey ancestor
identified is Hugh Coffey who came to Virginia circa 1725, as
a young man. He probably landed in Maryland and went from
there to Harper's Ferry, Virginia, and from there to Augusta
County, Virginia, a popular Scotch-Irish area. There are many
references to him in Chalkey's:'Qgggsga<Councy, Virginia Re-
cords®' which indicate he lived on Cowpasture River, about 20
ﬁiles west of Lexington in the Shenandoah Valley. The name of
his wife is not known. Some have suggested it may have been
Mary Ramsey. It is believed that he had at least three sons:
John Coffey

b. circa 1730 Augusta County, Virginia

d. circa 1800 Lancaster District, South Carolina
m. Susannah Watson

William Coffey
b. Augusta County, Virginia
d.
m.

Benjamin Coffey

b. Augusta County, Virginia

n.
Very little is known about the life of Hugh Coffey other than
occasional legal documents which refer to him as an appraiser
of land transactions. He died at his home or plantation on
Cowpasture River circa 1767. On 22 August 1767, Augusta County
property records show John Coffey, eldest son and heir of Hugh
Coffey, deceased, and Susannah, of the Province of South Car-
olina, sold to John Ramsey for £40, 220 acres on Cowpasture
River which had been patented on 3 November 1750 to Hugh Cof-
fey, father of John.



IT - JOHN COFFEY (1730-1800)

John Coffey was born circa 1730 in Augusta County, Virginia,
where he grew up and married Susannah Watson. He owned land
in Augusta County and later moved to Harper's Ferry and then
to Lancaster County, South Carolina circa 1754,

He is frequently mentioned in the records of Lancaster County,
Camden District, South Carolina, and owned land in the Waxhaws
Settlement on Cane Creek, about six miles north of the town of
Lancaster.

John and Susannah Coffey had the following children:

John Coffey
b. 1746 Virginia
d. 1810 Maury County, Tennessee
m. Susannah Crockett

Henry Coffey
b. 1748 Virginia
d.
m. Mary

%% Hugh Coffey
b. 13 May 1750 Harper's Ferry, Virginia
d. 26 Apr 1827 Lancaster County, South Carolina
m. Agnes Montgomery circa 1769 Lancaster County, South Carolina

Nathaniel Coffey

b. 1754 Lancaster County, Suoth Carolina
d. Maury County, Tennessee
m.

Elizabeth Coffey .
b. Lancaster County, South Carolina
d.
m.

Mary 'Polly*' Coffey )
b. Lancaster County, South Carolina
d.
m. James Huey

Jonathan Coffey .

b. Lancaster County, South Carolina

d.

m.
Both John and Susannah died circa 1800 and are probably buried
in the old six-mile Church Graveyard in Lancaster County, South

Carolina.



III - HUGH COFFEY (1750-1827)

Hugh Coffey was born 13 May 1750, near Harper's Ferry, Virginia.,
He moved with his parents to Lancaster County, South Carolina
when he was four years old. He grew up in Lancaster County and
married there Agnes Montgomery. Agnes was born 15 May 1755,

the daughter of John Montgomery whose will is on file at Abbe-
ville, South Carolina, dated 4 January 1777.

Hugh, along with his brothers, served in the Revolutionary War.
Hugh served under his brother, Captain Henry Coffey, of Colonel
Hampton's Regiment at Blackstock and was pensioned for his ser-
vice.

Hugh and Agnes Coffey had the following children:

Hugh Coffey, Junr.
b. circa 1770 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. circa 1840 Maury County, Tennessee
m. Margaret Moore before 1793 Lancaster County, So. Car.

* John Coffey

b. circa 1775 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. circa 1816 South Carolina or Tennessee
m. Esther Givens circa 1794 Lancaster County, So. Car.

Mary Coffey
b. 4 Oct 1781 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d.
m. Benjamin Nisbet

Jean Coffey

b. Lancaster County, South Carolina
d.
m. Mr. Daniel

Henry Coffey
b. circa 1787 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. circa 1876 Marion County, Georgia
m. Rebecca Kirk

Alexander Coffey
b. 15 Jun 1801 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. 7 Jun 1876 Lancaster County, South Carolina
m. Margaret Hood
m. Sarah Ann Cathey Gillespie circa 1861 Fort Mills, So. Car.
Hugh owned land and lived in the same general vicinity as his
father, John Coffey. Hugh died 26 April 1827 and his wife Agnes
died 10 May 1838. They are probably buried in the old six-mile

Church Graveyard in Lancaster County, South Carolina.
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IV - JOHN COFFEY (1775-1816)

John Coffey was born circa 1775 in Lancaster County, South Car-
olina. He married circa 1794 Esther Givens, probably in the same
County. Esther was born circa 1775 in North Carolina, probably
Mecklenburg County, and was the daughter of William Givens who
died there in 1798, and his wife, Jennet. They had the follow-
ing children:

Agnes ‘'Nancy' Coffey
b. 1795 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. 23 Nov 1883 Williamson County, Texas
m. Samuel Caskey 12 Dec 1811 Lancaster County, South Carolina

William G. Coffey
b. 1798 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. 9 Aug 1886 Maury County, Tennessee
m. Elizabeth Bradshaw 14 Feb 1822 Maury County, Tennessee

Hugh Wiley Coffey
b. 15 Sep 1799 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. 27 Sep 1884 Maury County, Tennessee
m. Jane Gragg 22 Dec 1831 Maury County, Tennessee

Samuel Walker Coffey
b. 27 Oct 1801 Lancaster County, South Carolina
d. 29 Mar 1885 Maury County, Tennessee
m. Mary Gragg circa 1834 Maury County, Tennessee

John died circa 1816 as the family was moving from South Car-
olina to Tennessee; however, the date and place of his death
and burial are unknown. Esther is shown in the U. S. census
for 1820 in Maury County, Tennessee, as head of household with
her thrce sons. Her daugliter Agnes 'Nancy' was married and
living nearby.

In 1821, sons William G. and Hugh W. (both of Maury County,
Tennessee) signed a power of attorney authorizing Henry Coffey
(their uncle) of Lancaster District, South Carolina to repre-
sent them in the distribution of the estate of John Coffey
(their father). This power of attorney was witnessed by James
K. Polk, who later became the eleventh President of the United
States.

A clipping found in an old Bible states:

The Coffey family of Maury County appears to have
honored their father and mother with amazing rev-
erence, judging from the following facts which re-
veal remarkable life tenure.

They were born in South Carolina and came to Tenn-
essee in 1817, very poor and scarcely able to buy
land, as cheap as it was then, settling near Camp-
bell's Station, Maury County. Mrs, Caskey, the sis-
ter, lived in Giles County but now lives in Texas
and is in her 88th year. William G. is in his 86th
year, H. Wiley Coffey in his 84th year and S. W.
Coffey in his 82nd year and as spry and active as
many at 60. These four constitute the entire fam-
ily, unbroken by the ruthless hand of death, and
we doubt not that this case i1s without parallel.
They were all born in the months of September and
October, not withstanding it is said that persons
born between September and March attain greater
age. They are all Democrats and never voted any
other ticket.
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Esther Coffey died in Maury County, Tennessee after 1850 and
is believed to be buried in an unmarked grave in the Lasting
Hope Cemetery.

V - AGNES 'NANCY' COFFEY (1795-1883)

Agnes 'Nancy' Coffey was born in 1795 in Lancaster County,
South Carolina and married there 12 December 1811 Samuel
Caskey. She died in Florence, Texas 23 November 1883, shortly
after coming to Texas to visit, or to live with, two of her
sons who had moved to Texas in 1851. She is buried in an un-
marked grave in the Florence Cemetery.

(See Caskey Line)
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