Liwving ¢23zy in Iliinoie, Indiansa, Czlitorn:x, bensas, T0soor, o oed
tiorth Carc' ona, waahxngton. Mew York. isconzin, Wirainiz., e-izons
Mizzourt, M™Nebrazkz, Florida, Texas. znd surely 2lsewhsre aog zsuera!l
hundred pecnle who hauve one wery exciusive thingc  in  common, o8
namss ot theze people indizate the mix or matronxlitiez tomzoEtent
wi tF cThe pzitern of most smericans., Some oFf The TmaEmes &TS RS IIMMIN B
tmith and Jones. In fzc+ some of them ARE Smith azn¢ Jores, Tnere zre
zizo0 some named Knudsen, Schweics, MNestle, EBeschem, Guaszim, Haiss, and
wtrles, The unifying factor linking a1l these pesapie 152 fnme name Lewi s
M. Coffevy, a common ancestor. While zttempts zre oeing made o loczie
ang record informatiorn on the entire family, the purpose of this paper
:2 o tell the story, as Known at this time, of this haray oironser,
kis <children and grandchiidren, many of whom were alsc pioneers I1n
their own r:ahf

The wr:iting of this paper ts partly for selfi1ceh reazzons. The comp-
iter hopes to etimulate interest and even criticism where the reszder
Knows of errors or incomplete data. Readers who have additiomnal facts

o
are requested to write and/or send the encloced "FAMILY D&aTéa SHEETY
This information will be included in the next bocklet covering iat
generations of the family.

The information on these pages has been qleaned from many public
"nd historical records. It was %ar from = one person effort. County
clerks, ltibrarians, and interested family members have helped find the
cbhscure fact in a crumbling book or document. There were zome qgreat
rewards. One was the “discovery” of unknown cousing in many states=s,
such as the great grandchildren of James Wilson Coffey of lowa. They
supplied reame of data listing dozens of hice descendenis and cpening
doors to knowledge of the adult lives of hie brothers and sisters. lie
thank Helen Grass, Katy Morrison, and Francis Cgogffey for this boon.

A great deal of information about Mary Ann "Polly" Cook was  zent
trem Ridgeway, Missouri by Arloa and Lyle Edwards. &rloz wrote in

181 ,"Do vou have information on Pally Coffey who married John Cook ™"
cur reply was "Dsar Arloa, we are cousing!"

‘_:bPEd$ prarndchildren of Nancy (Coffey) Jones were not located untid
iYSa. hey were unaware of the Coffer relaticnship. We wers sorrowed
by the dez<+h of our ‘“"new" 79 year old cousin, Ethel YHamilton Prather,
the da» a‘titer she gave us Kevs to others of the Jones family who maw
i ived in Morroe County, lndianz.

e 1i z

Dezcendente of other Lewie M, Coffev chilaren hzve mecon lccated.,
and we nesZ more information on their families., Hopefully, thiz  cZan
oe oktained for the next report.

TO SEND OR REGUEST
“DDITIONAL DAaTA ABOUT THE FaMiLy
CONTACT
PLLEN LEON&GRD N. COFFEY

3€ NORTH QUTER DRIUVE
MARTINSUILLE, INDIANS 4418;

¢ F .2l
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Most  students of the origins of famil» mnames agree that ftnpe name.
'CCFFEY" i3 the anglecized equivelent of zn ancient Gaslic name. Otner
speliings Just as legitimate are: COFFEE, COFFE, COWHIG, COFTHIS., and
others, Many zarly Aamericans did not have zgceszs to zchools o texzh-
ers and were unable to read or write, Whern it was neceszsary to sian
legal documents such as wills. 2=sc=. and penczicn applications znother
perzon wroate the name aznd the subject made hiz'mark"., The mazrh wzz nct
ziwars "3" but cccaszionally & more gizborz<es s:gon. Zarly public o4 ic-
tais may have ezrned their positions beczusze of their Yiderzcy, Sus
many uveed & Free stvle of spelling with unfamilizr npames. Lewis
Coffey's Family ig listed == COFFEE, COFFm, and COFFY in Indixnez reco-
erds. Most of the first Cofferse who coulid write spelled theirm name
COFFEY. Sinhce it is impossible to estzblizsh one. "correct" =zpelling
zome might sugoaest we all return to the original vvevn e " COFTHST GHY

THE TURPIN FAMILY

It is reported that some individuals of this name trace their rcote
to French royalty. We do not Know if our particular relatives can
prove such a connection, but some of them settled in Virginia and like
many Americans were & part of the revolutionary process that gave
birth to our nation. '

Martin Turpin age 72 filed for his pension in Pulaski County Ken-
tucky in 1833. He stated that he was born in RockKingham County WVir-
ginia, January 235, 176l. He enlisted in Greenbriar County, Virginia
{now a part of West Virginiar in 1778. After the war he lived in
Madison and Garrard counties in Kentucky.

Another Turpin was a Moses who married Magdelin Black in Green-—
briar County WYirginia in 1781. Kentucky tax lists of 1800 =how a
John Black and a Martain Turpin in Pulaski county. In 1801 they are
Joined by Moses Turpin. The 1810 census for Kentucky lists two Moszes
Turpins. One of them had seven children and ore had only one ¢a son).
There were also listed two Solomon Turpins. @An older one in hearby
Warne County and a younger one in Pulaski County.

In 1812 the will of Samuel Black was recorded naming as benefiz-
iariee, several nephews named Samue) and hie older sister Maodszlin
Turpin., Mosese Turpin‘e will was proved in 181&. He rizmed in the div-
tsion o the estzte his wife: Magdelin, sons: Solomorn, Samuel, and
Mosee =2nd daughters: Polly Long, Mariann Roberts, znd Delilah Turpin.
He made specia)l provisions for Delilah to receive a horse named
"Rainbow" at once and certain other proceeds when she came of zge.

tegdelin ‘Magdelial Turpin appears as landowner on the tax lists
ifter Moses” death until 182&. Then she became Mrs. Seorge Cundits.
Cundi+f apparently lived only about a wear after his marriage to

Magdelin. She did not marry agairn.



EmRLY COFFIZy FAMILIE:

Trhe <fi1m3c LoTeew in o America S2emE T have Zeen oz fre sy mhg

rrrues irn D237 snmzT osectiec in MhiroinaE. Rezrete 24 noonr o

ﬂWEia man £ thzt he hag descengents, UOne o+ thozs wa toetew,

Czdwerd alss naxg zomes dezctendernts wheo Vet zome resond of Tenes,
Many resez-Thers hsue  ztudieg thiz <familw  and zgree on most tne
Taz%t=z. The- ir:s =z zc umanimously frustrstec Dy zuzzeding  oens bars
mbere  one o ke households zeem o have dizzcocesred fraomr roz,
They xre eagsgliy Zonfused by zome Ffamiliecs wheo zeceom to Rave  m TEt-
lw  appearsz znd cannct be traced ¢ ezrlier reszideri=s or o neow o mmi-
grants, -

In ‘*the (700 = many Coffey/Cossee Tamiliez wers : B LS S Y
zn2 Horth zroling in close ftamily Qrovps., 32 2 c=zs v T that TE -
riage Detwsen LOUSINS WAS COMMOR. Theése oeabis Rai ¢ wezt o2z
czztern (an2s bezame oo coztlsy or too crowgez, Mew -} mers Siazed
into the wilderness and in 1770 western Morth CZarolinz anmz Wirginis
were on ths frontiers oFf American civilizetion, While 2z Dznis! Eoone
wase estab’ shing & settlement in Mirginiz's Kentucky Cournitvy, oiher-s
wers working new tracts of MNorth Carolinz. The Boonezhboro =setilement
included twic woung Coffey bovs who had been neighborz of the Boonsz on
the Yadkin River in Surry County North Caroclinsz,

That decade waz a dramatic one that included z declaraticon of in-
dependence +rom the Crown, revolutionary war, and formaticn of 2 new
nation, As western areas absorbed the new Aémericans, the vast countv
divisiones oecame unwieldy and were divided into smaller and smaller
arezs, This to better accomodate the leqal needs of the citizens.
Surry County in North Carolina had been formed in 1771 of a portion

‘of  Rowxn County. Surry in turn was split up in 1777 when the western
ﬁ#art became Wilkes County. Several descendents of the "first" John

voffey were living there at the time. In 1789 the eastern portion of
Surry was separated and Stokes County came zbout. This reorganizaticon

atfected a James Coffey. He had received grants for land in Surry and
was frequently called upon in court to serve &s witneszs, on=table,
rocad survevor, and once even as defendant. (He won that casel)., The
state compiled a census in 178677 and James was the only Coffey listed
in Surry Co. It was a rather ambiguous tally, telling only that the
houzehold contasinedione male age 21-80, two males under 2! or ouver &,
four femalesz and no slaves. :

In 1790 the United States took itz firet cenzuz. This survey found
James Coftevy in the new Stokes Co. His household contzined three malec
cwer 14, four femaies and no slaves. From 17920 to 1200 Jzmes Coffew
appegars 1 h numerovs court recordes of Stokes Ce. One of those was =
lozs of land by sheriff’z sale.

The second U, S. census was taken in 1280CG. 1t found that the resi-
Jerts of Srokes included a Micajah Coffey whoze <4amily wes only ons

ang one female both betwesn 26 and 45, James Coffsy waz zlzo
there with twe malez between D—IU, one ma'e and one female  &os
and & male and female both owver 44,
re iz rather good testimonv that Lewiz M, Coffer wae born ir
Co. Morth Carclina in $79%. It is not proved thzt Lewise M. was
noof James Coffev nor has & record of Lewiz’ childhood been o
kentucky achieved statehocod in 1792, The westward rush was on
Fioneers from the ezst flocded into itz *hrese huge counties
atterr of Zividing countiees continued in kKentucky so that ear?w
nts covwld find themseluves in & new county everw fowm vears, From
to 1820 Coffeve were living in what are now Adair, Warne, Pulas
zsel), and Cumberland. Some of them were Jamses LCottevs.



THE LEWIS M, SOFFEn FAMILY

The esariteszt document uporn which our sRCes=Ior appezarszs i3z the Firse
Marriage Book of Pulaski Countr. Fentuck»., 1% notezs <rnat "ozwi" Coffeyw
zng Delilazh Turpin were joined in Jznuary of 1218 &v the RBevsreng John
Elack, _ewis "Levi" was twu monthzs pest bz rningitzenth barithdar andg
Delilal would not be 1é& for anocther three moninz., The name "Lzvwi" mar
hawe beer due to the reverends poor speliing or pFoor memory. The  Te-
cerd wxs entered by the county clerk from 2 lizt suppiied o» the min
izter &t the end of a circuit of sesueral montnes ang = few athsr Mmar-
riages., The clerk mar» alsco have misreac the notes or perhaps the nams
was "Lewi” at the time. Later information, howewver lsaves no  2ouss
that thiz wzs our Lewicg,

The memly weds made their nome inm Puliasyi o, Sul eracil - whers 1z
not  Known, Lewits cannot be found in the census of 1220, he S:S5 appear
on the county tax liz*te each vear from 121E8 to 1827, He appsared  zs:
Lewis ©LCofrey, Lewizs Coffee, M., Lewiz Coffey, and M, Lewiz lo<vee. In
1827 he was listed as Ffarming S0 =zcres of third rate land o ths
Cumberland River District. He owned no ztuds, Jackes, or sizves ind
his suvaluation was listed at 150,00, in this %2rn wear operizd, Lewis
and Delilah became the parents of Nancy in 1819, James in 1822, Mary
Ann “Folly" in 1824, and probably Bettie who surviwved only & short

while. They may have lived with Delilah’s mother, tarming & portion of
Moses Turpin’s estate. In 1820 Magdelin completed setilement af the
estate by paring Lewis $141.00 and Benjamin Roberts £45.00,

Magdelin Turpin continued living on her husbands land from 1518 to
1825. In 1225 Magdelin married George Cundiff who died in 1826

In 1827 Lewis decided to move his family to Indiana and arrived in
the fall in Jackson Township of Morgan County. Exact details of the
move are available in two versions: 1. The family moved in the fall of
1827 and settled on a farm of 10! acres. 2. Lewis moved to Indiana in
1828 where he entered, cleared, and sold land. Mo record has been
found where Lewis held title to land. Some of the =arly settiers did
arrive in the fall of the year, without their +familiez. They would
enter & claim, clear trees all winter, build a shelter and move their
families in the spring. At least hie family was in Indiana by Septem-
ber of 1828 +for John L. Coffey, the second sorn was born there. In 1E30
the U.S. census listed Lewis Coftee in Jackson Township p. Z23¢& with
one male under § years, one 5-10, one 230-40 and femalez: one S-10C,
one 10-1S, &nd one 20-30. In that year Lewiz was 31, Detltilah 22,
Mancy 11, James 8, Mary Adnn &, and John L. Z.

The vear 1831 held two noteworthy eventes for the family. In May =&
third son, Moses Turpin Coffey was born. Also that year Magdelin
Cundiff came to live with them. It would =zeem that Lewnd had as vret
been wunzble teo complete payrment for any Yand he may have sntered and
someone had a spelling problem. Maadelin's name has zappeared in var-

ious reterences 28 Magdelen, Magdelia, and D=liza. The Morgan Co. Re-
corders ovtice has the entry Ffor the U.ES., deeding chne traxct of 40
acres znd one of &1 acres to "Mazgdilla Candep". The deccription
places these Jjoining traxcte in Jackson Townzhip on what iz now the
farm ¢t the heirs of Clarence Clodfelter on Ind., 252 zbout T miles
east of Martinswille, It is recorded thzt Magdelin gave Lewiz Coffey

avthority to "purchazze some land" for her which he did for £!127.50.
Sut in Magdelin‘s name. Thie apparently led ¢ problems and confusion
in the ‘anu.y which arose at a later date.



—itste vz knmowr o4 the next fius wears i, Tre Fam.lw Zresi-

zd another zon, PRiYip 2, ip Apr) of o 1gZ4, Z, I Juiw (228 tanze mam-
ﬁmqef Fobert Jonzz, 2. In 1828 znother bBabw wze Bo p IS
Coxiitah weuld not re:embaﬂ her granomzther, sor T Cla

thaes wveam. = sorn—in=tzaw, Benizmin FRcocber®ts wizg ot

The sstzie eqan settlement procedures, EBevc S

compieted & r o puzzling thing nxpoened,

Fobert Jz vled zuilt on Dernzld o the micor R =

tundisst ) the "other"  heirs of same. Jonz:z Tig

of Lew:is Lotfew zs plaintit+s, Deliltabh 'z brother:z. = T2

pouses wers named 2z defendantz. Jones clzim wizs tha el

strator waz zmout to divide snd sell Magaoelin = tand., He 20 zi

the Jzn> -i1ght$ully belaonged o himse'ls z2n2  Lewrs zh’ 2rer

Magdeiin had "often said she would give [t 2 them 0 re<omrn

weiping her on the farm, and because Delilah rnezd not receusd e

zhizre of ner father e estazte”., Benjamin Robermtz zng Da? R Tone

protested that "Lewis wazs hard run and freguently in dist-ezz o0 mon-

=v to suppemt hie famityv", They alec ftestified thazt Lewiz nad <$o'! run

cf  the <zrn rent free zrnd without any accounting which .z me hhzr

enouygh to campenszte him tor  any servizes o hRis moither—:in—%ae, Ir

zddition, Magdelin frequently gave him moner, and indesd Delilzh had

received her full share of her fatherz estate, Alsoc Lewiz hzgd re-

ceived his division of Magdelin‘s personal property®.

Judge William Wick decided in favor o¢f Robert Jonecs and the mincr
children in September of 1838. Roberts requested permizsion to appesal
to the Indiana Supreme Court., Permission was qgranted providing Fokerts

furnished bond in the amount of $£250.00. Neo record has vet been found
ﬁﬁha* the appeal was in fact carried through. Neither has a record been
aund indicating the disposition of the land. James W. Coffey stated
that his mother ltived on the "family farm" wuntil her death in 1873.
There was no mention in the court records that Lewis or [Deliltah took
part in the family squabble.

THE CLOSING YEARS
Likely by the late thirties, and possibly ezrlier, Lewiz nrot only

farmed and raicsed stock, but in the spring of each vear piloted flat-
boate of procduce from Martinsville to Mew Orlesns. These sturdyr craft

were built of native timbers on the banks of White River durenu the
winters. They were usually 14-20 feet wide and S0-100 feet long. &s
the boats were being built settlers were rounding up their hogs that
had forzged freely in the forests,driving them tc the slaughter houszes
on  the river, Here +the hoas were butchered and packed in owhite cak
bzrrels for the journey down river, When the szpring flocds came the
pork and any grain surpluses were loaded on the Sozts, tNormally mannsd
Ev & sieerszman, oarsman, and pilot they would Segin the 180506 mile
Journey down the White, Wabash, Ohio, and Mizssissippi to the Crescen?
Zity. Reports szav on nights whan the bozate pulled to shors, songs  oF
the hoatmern couldg be heard across the river =z thewy wvigsiied from cra+t
tocraft. 1t ie possible that Leu's and young é&be Lincoin encountered
zzzoh cther in 1831 when Lincoln made the trip %Fom NNtinoizs. Lincolin
talked of walking nearly & mile acroszz moored boztsz to reach shore =t
Hew Qrlcans,

@w- ~fter wmests  of hard \abor, a2voiding shozlsz, dri+ting ooz, and
other trasfic, they would arrive at the des tlhd ‘ton, sel!l the zargeo,
thern freak up ang =211 the timbers and start home. Une report sawvs the
homewsard trip could be made for 26 little zs three dollars., Thiz was
deck passzge on 2 north bound steamer with the passenQer responsibls
tor hie own +cod and shelter.,



0

The =r

raveler often faced more gangsr ouring his ceturn than on the
Aoan riuer trap, here were +frequently thievssz, Zon men ans  gamblers
whe made their livelihoods ceparzting the unsoph:izficztsd +ram  itneir
monew., 14 zuzceszsful, the Hooszier boaimen wouid leazve the caddlewheel
=+ Macizon, lndiana., From there it was onily 25 miles o walk home. In
Tater wvezre thiz was sut to 20 miles when the railrocsg was Zuilt srom
MreZizon T Franklin.

OQther than the testimony in the court zase :(t iz s 2 bz
fazmily fared in those »eazare. It did grow numericaily riva: s
of Elizabeth in 128329 zng Robert Washingrton in 13241, . £
woung man &nd had been on some of the river Irips wi +21% . in
1242 he ieft the river and married Lovisa T. the davghter of Jameszs ano
Sarzk Morman, Alse in 1242, Polly marrisd John ook, son of Chrizioph-
g Chr:stian?) Cook., Lewis was alsc reguired to par the nmowe poli fax
af thzt vear. Information for  the years 184Z2-1244 conflict gZrving 2F
twe  werzicons, James W, iz gucoted a8 szaring in 287 that "they"i{James
xznT Lew,.s?) abandoned <flatboating in 1342 when the cholerz epidemiz
crake  cut in New Orleans. Howewver the MEMIIREZ OGF MOAH MAJDR OF THz
FIOHEERT OF MORGAN COUNTY said that Lewis Cosfev, one of the earlw
flatboaters died on the return trip in 1344, No other details of wne
zauzse or place of Lewie’ death are available, We have zpeculated thst
the cause of death could have been from disezse or foul play encount-

-ed on the trip. Too, if he died "on the return trip", he may» be bur-

r
ed somewhere between Martinsville and MNew 0Orlezans.

James W. Coffey was appointed administrator of Lewis® estate .in
april 1244, Apparently, in the latter part of 1844, Delilah gave birth
to Lewis Martin Coffey. Attorney John Eccles had reprezented Jones and
the Coffey children in the 1822 court case and was an appraisor for
the estate in 12844, Yet he unaccountably missed listing the +family in
1840 when he was census taker.for the U. S. in the area. The census
for 1850 and 1840 lists Delilah as the head of household with the then
minor childrern. She has not been located in the 1870 census but was
reported to have died on the "family farm" in 1873. Where was the
"family farm" reforred to by Jamee W.7? Some of hizs descendenits beliesve
it was the 101 a&cre tract purchased by Magdelin. County records,
however, show that in 1845 Delilah was the coriginal purchaser from the
U.2. of a forty acre tract about three miles From the 101 acres. In
1254 she sald the 40 acre +arm to James W. Coffey, In 1857 James <cold
it to John L. Coffey. John L. sold te brother Robert in 18£4. Robhert
then sold to Moses in 128684 when Robert moved to Illingis.

Many questions about the family remsain unanswered. This compiler
has found that the whole of the story develops from piecing many zmall
bits of data tocgether. While seeming unrelated, when viewed toaethwr
they begin to form a picture of the lives, -trqulnd, and suctesss
the Tamily. To those who find they are interested in the story we
2 plest

PLEASE HELF

Send in any information you may have whether it is from documernted
sources o Just zome tale “Aunt Sarah® used tg tell. Sometimes it can
be traced and proven.

The remaining pages will be devcted 4o exf
lic records $rom which the Lewis Cotffer sto
mush of it could be considered "dr»" it r
stvle oFf our pioneer ancestors.

s and copies of pub-
rv watz developed. While
evex]l much about the 1ite
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THE ZTTATE OF LEWIZ M., TOFFE
Jemesz W, Cofdew qualified znd gave bonc 2= aominisiraioe of She ez~
txte dume 1%, 1834, and AQugust 10, 1848 Fited the toilos rng innenton
st Lewrz Coffey z perzonal googs woth the zssiztznge of Johnm Szzlas
o Feamsn Dorrell, appraizors:
i ted zarnd beddimg and stead =7.00 ! handzaw ang muger 2,40
bBed ohnd bedding anZd sitesad .00 Yt Sooking gltzes LIz
towrgnglts Zed ang Deading ! iron sguare 25
znZ ziess 4.00 1 lot of chains .72
$lan wnest .50 1 grindsione S0
sprnning whes) 1.2% ! lot czroenter tocols 12T
candle =z%and 1.00 1 clevis and cpen ring 25
zheck rezd 12 1 1ot barrells 1.00
trunk 2.00 1 cutting box z.00
Tabie 1.25 { lot harness F.o0
‘ot cupboard ware .00 1 saddle .00
shovel .50 1 ot of castings 7.00
chovel ploughs 2.00 1 Cary plough 1.25
clevices .75 1 lot singletrees and
1ot hoes 1.75 _doubletrees and neck yoke 2.00
axes - .-1.50 1 mowing scythe .50
lot shoe tools and lasts 2.50 1 water bucket .25
two-horse wagon 15.00 1 black cow with white face
dark red cow with bell 8.00 and calf 7.00
red and white steer 2.00 1§ red heifer 2.00
black stezr with white face 23.00 | pieded heifer 2.00
pieded steer 5.00 1 tot wheat £,25
red, white backed heifer 7.00 ! red cow, white face £.00
two-vears old 4,00 .00 16 head of sheep RS 1z2.00
red cal+ 1.00
On August 17, 1844 the administrator filed the results of the <cale
listing the items =o0ld and to whom they were <sold. While most 1tems
srovaght pretty much their appraised vwalue ane item seemed unusuzl. The

steer that had been appraigsed at $5.00 was zold to Delilah Coftey +or
1,00, 1z it possible that the auctioneer and the crowd had compasceion
+or the widow with & yvoungsters at home and zncther on the way or new-
born? The remaining buvers included most of the family and neilghbors,
Zuch 2¢ Christopher Cook, James Coffey, Fobert Jones, John Cook Jdr,
and cthers.

On February !4th 1284¢ Jamees Coaffey +Filed his final remort =
his outlavs for expenczes and the pavment of 2150.00 tc his mother



SRy OF THE CHILDREW OF LEWIZ TOFFE:N

1, Manscw beorp C1S88%0bw, marries Robert Jones in 12324, widouesd by 1220,
was gsrent of iZ chitaren and in 1900 Yiwed with szon, =Yien, on
Walnus street in Martinsville,

2. James ilson (1822-188%)» born in Ky, Marrisd Lourzz Morman in 1582,
Father o 7 sonm znd | dauaghiter., Moved $rom noiana to oz 0 1255

%, Mary ann (Poily) (1828=-18F&) born in K¢, Mzrriec John Cook znd
moved tC Harr1=on Co, Mizsouri zbout 12S0. Mother of ten ch:ildren,

4, Bettie, zzzumed born 2bout 182¢ in Ky, and diegd 2= an insant.

=, John L. (1525-1910) beoern  in Ind. Married Zeliz J. Morman in D325
and had 12 children. Was 2 farmer  in Morgarn fo. Img 1250 o 1270,
Marizr Co. Ind, in 1220, Yernon Co. Mo, 1220-1225, znd in &allen Do,
Re. 1225 to 1710, Zerved in Mexican War 1887,

£, Meoses Turpin, (1881-1%12) bern in Ind. Mzrrised Lucinds Rerner n
1852, rezred 8 of !3 children te adulitrooo, ies 2 tzrmes and  Jusi-
ice of the Feace in Morgan Co. Ind. Served im 142th ind. Fegt. 1n
1845,

Te Philip B.C1E2d4—-.,.,.7) Married Hathryn anne Shellars Bernpamin in Holt
Co. Mo, in 1858, Had S daughters, lived irn Sage Co. heb. Terratcor
in &30 and 1870, in Cass Co. Mo. in 1580,

&, Delilah (1824-1885) married Francis 1. Hale, had S childrsn and it
buried in Harrison Co. Mo,

?. Elizabeth (183%-1863), married James Reedy in 18&3. Mo Known child-
ren.

10.Robert Waszshington,(1841-1%91%>, married Margret Adeline Blair 132&4.
Served in 27th and 33rd Ind. Regts. 18461-13885. Had S children and
farmed in Cumberland Co..111. 1866 to 1917,

11.Lewis Martin (1844-...?) Lived with hie mother in 1840 at age 15.
Died by 1887. No information on marriage or children if any. .

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
From: History of Wachington County lowa (1387)

Jamees Wilson Coffey, section 1
Among the highty respected citize
the subiect of this sketch.

He wae born

4, Lime CreeK Township:
ns of Washington County will
in Pulaski County

be found
Kentucky,

May 10, 1822, and is the son of Lewis M. and Delilzh (Turpin? Coffey,
the former a native of Stokes County North Carclina, born in 1772, and
the latter of Pulaski County Kentucky,born in 1802, They were the par-
ents of ten <children: Mancy, the widow of Fobert Jones, rezides in
Moraamn County Indiana; J.W., the subject of this sketch; Mary» A., the
wite of John Cook; Bettie, deceased; Johnm L., & farmer in allen County
Kansas; Moses T., & farmer in Morgan County Indiana; Philip B., & rec-
ident of Cazss County Missouri; Delilah, decezased, was the wite of F.M,
Hxle of Harrison County Missouriy Elizabeth, was the wifte of James
Ready, bcth deceased; R.W., & farmer in Cumberland County Illincis:
Lewtis M.. deceased. The Ffamily left Kentucky in the 211 of 1827 and
maved to Morganm County Indiana where they settled on & farm of 101
agres and made their home until the death of Mr, Coffer, in 1844, He
was & flatboat pilot and each year mnuld take & loazd cof produce  down
the riwver to New Orleans. Mr. Coftey was an industrious man, & care-
+ul mafager, and one who poseszed the con+:de:ce af all his Ffriends.
Atter her husbands dezxth Mrs. Coffey continused to make her oid farm in
Indiana her home until her death in 1872 at the age of P! wears. &he
was & Kind mother and one who took a great pride in her children.

The #arly life of our subject was spent upon the +arm and in  &t-



—enoenIs Loorn Yhie COmMmon scnools until Tne o e thrrmtes- —s <her
went TC owmork ognon the public : ST oTnET oSom o
znd 10 the zpring of 1E3E T e Ond
ﬂw%“mar: male ane trip ead Thmee o
stween  time: he worksed countil ol
cnoleras broke cut zxnd they : T onn.e M, Soed
riegs  anh o the 11tk oF Decemb: 1 s _ourEs T . Mormarn,
¥ Tenneszsge, horn June 22, 122&, znd the zozlchtes of Jamses s .
&, fHerricon) Morman, the former 2 nmaftivs ¢ Morts Czreolina. znc the
fatter of Tenneczee.,

Me,  and Mrs, Zoffey are the gar cer childrers: Lemuz’ L.t
torn March &, 1844, zft home: Jehn T e 2T, 10247 wazs 2 member
¢ the 27th ind. Infantry, munning aues -z home o de<ems Rz oTouT-
trw'e  Flzg and is now =2 farmer in Clatzcp Zounty, Qregon.: EV5, Zoen
January 22, 125C¢ and James M., Septombo- =0, 1 E2EZ, are farmers in
Zistzop Tounty QOreaon.: Joseph L.. bBorrm Mz 19, 1254, iz 2 clerk ar
the hardwzre sztore of B W, Nicolz & Co. 27 tellman ITowzg W, H. bor
Maw 20, 1288 is & clerk in & drv goocds =tore in Rstoris, Dregont FooD
born Hprvl 22, 1841, and Sarah 0., Februar» 11, 1284, zre a2t homsi huo
died irn irnfancy.

Atter our subject abandoned the river, he turned hisz attenticon ex-—
clusively to farming, and continued to live im Morgan County, Indizna
where hie children were all born, for a pericd cof thirty zeven wvezars,
or until the ¢th of October, 1864, when he loaded his Family into =z

wagen and started for Lime Creek Township, Washington County, Iowz. He
had made a trip to this county in 1842, at which time he decided Iows
was the place for him to live. After his arrival on Octcber 24%th, he
bought 148 acres:- on section 14, Lime Creek Township, where he ha
ﬁ%unce continued to reside. He has bought and sold a number of acre
ince, but his farm is now in fine condition, and is one of the bes
fenced in Lime Creek Township, all fenced in 20 acre fields.

At the time of his marriage our subject had no money and was %43 in
debt, but by his own industry and qood management, he has acquired a
tine farm and enocugh of this worlds goods to live comfortably in  his
cld age. He has held various towncship offices, was the Treasurer of
the school district, and treasurer of the township. He ig held in high
ezteem by a1l who know him, and is a man who takez an active part in
all pelitical and public affairs, Socially he is 2z member of the A.F.&
A.M, Politically, he is a staunch supporter of the principles of the
Democratic party.

From: History of Morgan, Monroe, znd Brown Counties, Indiana {1284)
Moses T. Coffew, stock rai:ﬂr and farmer, ie a native of this
courty, was born May 24, €31, and ie the Fifth ot the tern children
of Lewis and De?éiah-TJrccn) Coffey, nativez oFf Kentuckyw, znd re-
zpectively of English and Iricsh descent. Lewis Coffey smigrated to
this county in 1228, entered land, which he afterwsrd clezred and
sald, ther engaged in flatbozting te New Orleans and died in the
sgring of 1844, Moses was reared on the paterns farm, and receju-
ed  the rudimente of an educaticon from «uh:Fr ption schoole. Atter the
cdeath of hoz father, the care of the family destended on him, and to
which he gave the wages earned by monthly lzbor. Yet now, as & result
ﬂﬁﬁ his economy and =xpplication, he owns & cood farm cof fifty =acres,
©oontaining stock, and being generally we!l improved, March 11,.:2S2 he
married Miss Lucinda Renner, = native of Ohic, borm March 24, 1824, =&
unian which has been prolific in thirteen children, only eight of whom
~eceived names. George W.: Mzary J.; John D.: Phitipg L. Barbars &,



Eliza C.¢ Marthez Py gnd William T, Mr, Coffew 18 2 ragdical and actiwe
Democrz%t, by which part» he was e]ected Juestice of the Pezce 'nm 13274,
for & four wear term. He iz a2 liberal gerntleman znd his : P E 5 mem—
mer of “ne Metnadizt Episcopal Churohn,
QeI TUsEY

The wenerazbiz Moses T. Coffey Sied 2t the home oT hoz  Zughter,
kere, Mrz. Jamee EBeechem &t £:30 on Wedneszday night, =spri! 10,1912, &%
the age =7 nearly 8! weare, of general! debiliftw, *the immedizte Ixuszse
peing an atfteciion of the heart, He tezves sewveral chiii r HER =t a¥-o 0y
and & grest number of friends. The children ars Seorge, PRl
gnd Willie, the daughters being Mrs. - EmeE Czezre ST . MNEAMLER
Elking, Mahalasville, Mrs, Jozeph Humtsinger, Angerszgor, =r2 Migs hiz’ -
lie Co++ey, tiving on the +amii/ komeetesnd, near Mazhbalzszviiie. The
funerzl will! be held at 2 P. M, today, Friday, 2t the Szptizit zhumcoh,
Mzhaizsville, Services to be anducted by the FRev. Dilts of thisz
place, with burial in the cemetery adicining the church.

Mr. Coffey was bormn on May 24, 1821, his exact zo2 &zt z2ezxih being

20 rears, {0 months and 14 dayz. He lived &1l his lifse in thiz counts,

in the zame township except for 2 short time when his recidence wzs 1IN
Washington Township and the interval in which he szerved in the union

army during the civil war.

He was an unassuming country gentleman, never intruding himselt on
the public, vet social and always pleasant when in contact with his
feltlow man. Honest and upright in &ll his dealings, industricus in the
pursuit of his own business, hospitable to those who found themselves
at any time wunder his roof, he gained and retained the respect and
confidence of &ll. His services during the war were performed 22 a
member of Co. H, 148Bth regiment Indiana, and during his whole &fter-
life he had a warm heart and a Kindly fellowship for 211 who were his
compatriots in arms. He was a goed man, a reputable citizen, & kKind
parent, & man with whom it was pleasant to meet, and one whose memory
will be cherished by all his family, and long recalled by his numercus
friends as a warm glow in the Ffirmament ot life. Peace to hizs ashes.
(MARTINSVILLE DAILY)

OBITUARY

POy

—

John L. Cotfey was born in Morgan County, Indiana September 21,
1828, departed this tife at his home near Moran, Kanszzs, June &, 1710,
aned &1 weare, 8 months, and 128 dayve, He was married to Celia Janse
Norman December 27, 184¢, To this union were born thirteen children,
eight of whom survive him. The wife and five children having precesded
kim to the heavenly home., The remzing children live near here except
one son in Martinsville indiana, cne near Eebee, arkansas, and one
daughter near Liberal hdnsas.

They moved +rom their home in Indiana to ‘“ernon Co., Missouri in
1e8¢ thence to Allen County, Kansas in 1825, where they have since
resided. Grandpa Cofftey as he was familtiarly called, was a soldier in
the Mexican War having enlisted at the =zge of nineteen, & private of
Captain Daniel Lunderman‘s Co. 6 4th Regt. Indiana Volunteers, who was
enrolled June 135, 1847, and honorably dizcharged from the zesrvices at
Madicon. Indiana July 1&, 1248, He was draftited in the services of the
Civil dar and started te fulfill his place in the great sitruggle but
receiving word on the way that they would not be needed, he returned
koms .

Mr. Coffey has been a sufferer for many months and bore hiz afflic-



siom e sn orest patienze, Newer MUrPMUrIng Hor Zomplzininc et he tong-
s *o me <reoe 4rom hiz misertes oFf lite xng gesth came az o3 ozwest re-
Tezze, He melieved in the tesazhirno: oF the Eible znd the smmor talt
of =me szoul,  He waz of 2 oguist  anc unasseming nature, gesnergous anc
wiiiling T2 heip those in nesd of hiz sEgiztance. king snc oEiiect wendr
bz -55 Yy, Thiz won hom o tre louwe and rezpect of ail o wns Knoee SIMm.
CIGLs Deloy RECISTERD

Frarnz:s 1. Hale was born on Januzry ¥, . in
v, Mher zbout one wear of zge. he moved with T @pare i .
InZ ana. In February, 18%2 he wmasz udniteg in marr)ag = T
Cot+es zncd o this union seven children were born, three bows 2NC ToUr
corts,

in %ms wvear 1885, he mowved hizs famil~ fo lowz, ar2d 'rn Dezember of
the zame wear they moved to Harrizon Co.. Missouri, where he purIn-
xaseg 29 acresz of  lanc with |mprg“~nenta. tonsisting of & good  house
angd cther buildinags, The house burned down before tie moves intoc i4
ams he cut up a log cabin, which served him 2z =2 hguszs o8 many ¥ears

In august 1854, the wife died, iegaving her husbanz ang zmal! chilao-

ren. John H. Hale, Alonzo W. Hale, Mary é&. Hale, and Marthz E. Halsz,
their other three children having died in infancy., In the wear 1847,
Mr. Hale was wunited in marriage with Miss Namncy Hobbs, (F. I. Halsz
died in 1?12. As the remainder of the account does not pertain to the
Coffey family it is not included here.?

Findings on ELIZABETH COFFEY REEDY -

Elizabeth was born about 1839. She was lizted in the 1850 census as
age 11 and in the 1840 census-the Coffey household included Delilah,
age 573 Elizabeth, 2§; Robert, 18; and Lewis Martin, 15. Judged by the
precedents set by her mother and sisters, Elizabeth was well into the
spingter category at 21. Her brothers James, John, zand Moses liwved
nearby as did csister Nancy Jones. Philip was on the western frontier
in Nebraska Territory with his new bride.

In Aapril of 1883 Robert was a two vear veteran in the 27th Ind. Regt.
Delilah(Jr.) and Polly were farmer‘s wives living in Mizeouri. Eliza-
beth, now ane 24, married James Reedy,then., There must have been some
flaw in the marriage, for on May 12, 1843 the Morgan County Civil
Court granted James a divorce from Elizabeth, whe did not appear in
court to contest the action. That same May James again came to court

tz request dismisszal of the divorce case. It is puzzling 2= to how &
former decicsion could be dismissed. The mystery continuee with the
dezth of Elizabeth later in 1843, Ranoue Eaker, & voung neighbeor:ing
tarmer bLecame the administrator of the sztate. There wae 2 szle of her
personal  goods including & bed and bedding, s=ome dishes and cockware,
and ltivesztock, The proceeds amounted to 270.00. Some of cur questionz:
1. Wrhy wzs Baker named administrator inztezad of cne of Elizabeth s
aslder brother s?
2. Why Jid Elizasbeth own househcold goods and liwvestock zince she pre-—
sumably lived with her mother?
2. Did =zhe ever live with her husband?
ne cler~re office records the marr:zge of Jamez Reedy =2nd Suszn Lowe
‘h 188T. In the 1880 censue Sucan Reedy iz shown zs 2 head of house-
haold with minor children., Jdames Coffe> in hisz listing of the famils
mentions 2nly that in 1857 both Elizabeth and Jamee Reedy zre dezd,



ROBERT LsEHIMNETON COFFEY

Rozoest Washington Coffer was born Aug 20 1820 in Mergan Co. Ind,
e weouiz zssume hiz boyhood was the usuzl for thet erz, except he uzs
wit thout oz father before the age of thres. EBrcocither Mosez zaid he was
the support of the family after 1844, buet e suspect James and
John,e who lYived nearby, also helped., In Zeptember oF &L the ZTih
Fegimen . of Indiana Voclunteers was formed at Indizanapoliz wrth  Robers
and man+ of the Morgan County bove sntisted, During its ftnrse weszrs of
service it was Firset attached to EBamks® Tth Corpz, thern lzter fo  the
FArmy o+ the Potomac, and finaily to  the army of  the Cumberiand. 1%
campsd 2% Frederick, Maryland until March of (225 whern 1% had ifs
t+irst  snemy» contact 1n & skirmish at Smithfield, Wirginia., This was
tollowes by 27 other engagements inziuding maor Datilesz 2t Antietem,
Cnanceilzrsville, Resaca. Kenssaw Mountasin, Feachtree LCreek, and
Gettysburg., The regiment went into its winter quarterz 2zt Tullazhomz.
Tenneszszee in the fall of 1843 and during thie idlengez Rotert used his
teave o return home and marry Margret Adeline Elair on Mar., 17. 1324,

returning to his wunit Robert found it was now under General Joe
Hooker and Just entering the Atlantz campaian. In September of 1&8:4
enliztments of the original recruits expired. Some, including E:t and

nephew, John Tayrlor Coffey, Jjoined the 70tk Indiana Regiment +or Zher-—
man‘s march to the seaz. They then turned north through the Carolinas
and at long last the war ended. After the Grand Review in Wazshington
Bob returned home. Arriving in Morgan County he discovered that his
wife’s brothers had moved to Illinois, and they advised Bob to do the
same. In the spring of 1866 Robert and Margret settled in Cumberland
County Illinois. Here they lived as a farm family and raized their
five children. Margret died in 1200 and Robert in 1%18.

(Compiled from a History of Cumberland Co. 1Il1lineis and various ac-
counts of units in the Civil War).

MOSES TURFIN COFFEY was satisfied to spend most of hiz life within a
mile or two of his birthplace. One exception was when at the age of 32
he enlisted in the 148th Indiana Regiment. Their principle zssignment
was the occupation of recently captured Mashvilie, Tennecssee while the
brunt of the war moved to other campaigrns. The 1453th waz organized in

February 1285 and mustered out in September 18&5.
LEWIS COFFEY ANMD THE EVERNING NEWS
(Here the landmarks of Lewis Coffey’z life are merged with the current

events of that time. Had there been an electronic media then, these
wouid likely have been the prominent stories).

1798 John &dams succeeds Washington az Preszidenmt of the U.5,
1798 Lewizs Coffey is born in Stokese Co. MNorth Caralinsa.

U. &, is involved in naval warfare with France

1799 George Washington dies on December 14,

1800 Thomzs Jefferson and Aaren Burr tied in the presidential
election.,

1801 Thomas Jefferson elected President by Congress, Tripoli declares

war on the U, S,

The Military Acadamy at West Foint ie cpened.
Delilah Turpin is born in Kerntucky.

1802 Lc ui=iana Purchase completed with Mapolean, givi
figssicssippi River and doubling the land area. Co
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o
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& 15,000,000,
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ig0a T “fzrzon reslected,
A a Hamilson dres 1o Susl owidtnh o &mzozn Zurr,
1302 Lewis Coffer mowes to Eentucke.
Jamesz Magizon elesteg Prezigert zciter Je<<serzon ang Manroe siih-
orae 2s Zandrdates.,
Sorahiam LonIoin iE Rorn on Rentucke.
EBrot.zh Stockane Mew vork and imbreszs ameris
Macizon cordere occcoupation of wesitern Florics
t&ng Purcnzse,

1211 Gerzral William Henry Hzrrizon, governor of Ingianzs Terrotor
tezvez the capitgo)l &% Vincennes to DEstle the InTiEr Irhaes,
Tezzumszeh orn the Tripoezanos Riusr nez-c =%%s, Iz =ni.

1212 War 1z declared on Great Britain,

1812-18!18 The U, €, a*tacks Canadza. Britiszsh musde znd zurn Mzzhringrnaon
L. €. Harricon of Indianz and James Wincrnesier of ternfczshy peiile
Eritr=shn and Indizns at Detrott. @nay Jaztkson oFf Tazhnneszes wi th
Gerneral John Ceftee and his "Tennezsee Dirt» Shirts" geteat the
i %tish in the Battle of Mew Orleans,

Fezce tresxty 1= signed at Ghernt, Belgium encding the war.

1814 Indiana admitted as the {%th state.

James Monroe elected President

1212 Andrew Jaczkson engages in “’em:nole Wars" in eastern Florida.
Lewis Coffey and Delilah Turpin are married.

181% Florida ceded to the U. 5. by Spain. Financial panic caused b»
weztern land speculation, failure of the U. £, EBank, and loss of
foreign markets.

Nancy Coffey is born in Kentucky.

1820 Monroe reelected unapposed.

1822 Construction of the National Road is halted at Wheeling by de-
pression and presidential veto, :

James Wilson Coffey is born in Kentucky,

1822 Russia claims the Pacific Cozst of North Aamerica including Alazk
and Oregon Territory. Monroe Doctrine is forwarded,.

1224 Andrew Jackson receivees plurality but nect = majority of the vote,

Runoff in congress qgives John Quincy Adamz the presidency.
Mary Ann (Polly) Coffey is born in Kentucky.

826 Thomas Jeffercson and John Adams both die on July 4th,
Bettie Coffey is born and dies in Kentucky (unproven).

1827 Lewis Coffey moves hig family to Indiana,

1228 Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun elected to office.
John L. Caffey is born in Indiana.

1221 Magdelin Turpin Cundiff {Delilzh’s mother) movee to Indiana.
Moses Turpin Coffey is born in Indiansz,

1832 Democratic party is formed. Jackson ig reelected, president;
Martin Yan Buren, vice president.

1824 Philip B, Cotfey is born in Indianz.
1224 Martin Yan Buren elected. Republic of Texzs e +formed and the

Battle of the Alamo ie fought.
Macgdelin Cundiff dies zand Delilah Coffey iz born in Inc:znaza.
153% Elizabeth Coffey ie borm in Indiansz.
1840 Harriszon and Twler elected in lands)ide cuer Wan Buren znd
Richkard M. John=on.
124% Harrizon dies after 31 darvs in office,
Fobert Washington Coffey is born.,
1244 Jamez Pollk elected.
Lewiz Martlﬁ Coffey ie born in Indizana.
Lewig M, Cotfey dies at age 45.
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FaMILY D¥Te ON THE CHILDREN OF LSWIZ oo, COFFEY

TRild t. Mamcy (1819-197?) married Robert Jones 1310-12%7
Their children:
1. Male zhilg (122473027770 . Jorztran o1 '
Z. Mary J. (1Q4Z-"70 . Zeianm Tl :
. Mancy . L188s-270 . oamobert Ty Alien 0
£, Catherine <(1347-77) i, BV zworth 0l '
T. Elize M, (184¢=-77" 14, Dz 2 i
s. Jamss (125Z2-27 12, Wl Toam 0l ‘

Child 2. Jdames Wileson (12Z2-138T» marries Louviss Worman L 12Z5-90
Thetr children:
I, Lemuesl Lewis {1244-173&) S. Joseoh _ane -1 E
Z. John Tavlor (1847 ~17245 s, trztor Hucgo / =i 3
2. Benyg, Frankiin {1&84%-1%28: T, Fzzzhzl Dauv. s i-! ¥
4, James MNormarn (1854-27277 S, Tzrah Deiianb i g-1 K

Child 2. Mary ann (Pollw) {1824-1874) married John F. Cook C1Z2Z-122720
Tneir children:
1. Catherine (1843~7277) . o Willizm {1E85%-7377)
2. Nancy A. 2. Jacob (18SF-7777)
3. John L. (18497777 ?. George (1342-7777)
4, Philip (1851—????). i10.James (188&=-7277
S. Christopher 852-1940) 11.Marietta {18&9=-2777)
é. Detltilah 18‘ —-2777)

Child 4. Bettie {1826-1826 estimated)

Child 5. John L. (1828-1910) married Celia Jane Norman (18337777
Their children: ) T i )
1. Emory (1851-?777) 7. Lewis (18432-7277)
2., William (1852-1883> 2. Hugh (1844-2777)
Z. Izsabella {(1885-7777) ¢©&. Sarah CIQEE-7277)
4., (Elanocr/Ellen? (1857-77?%) 1C.Emma (1821 -7977)
5. Joseph D. (185%-2777?> 11 .Melbourne F. (187415400
&, (James/Chambers) (1841-777?2) 12,12 Unknown

Child &. Mosegs Turpin (1831-1912) married lucinda Rznhner (12824-1210)
heir children:
1. George W. (1254-1%13>» S, Zarbarsz {1843-1914:
2. Mary Jane (1854-1%235) &. Eliza Katherine (1886-152Z0
2., John D. (1839-1212> 7. Martha {(Nellie) (184%-1%51)
4, Philip Lewis {1841—-1925)> &. William(Willie) {(1E873-1942

Child 7. Philip B, (1824=-77) marrizsd Anne Shellerz EBanjamin 1835772
Their children:
1. Zarah (13&40-7727> 4, NMora 18717777
2. Mary (186’ P??> 5. Gabrielle (187 &=2777)
2. YHattiesHarry) (1845-27772

Child 2, Delilah (182324-1884) married Francie 1. Hale 1227-1%130
Their zhildren:
1. Mary &, (1854-7777) 4. Francis W. (1R244-1365)
Z. Alanzo W. (1258-7777) S, Martha E. (183877722
2. John H. (1861-77272) 6,7 i(died as infants>
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~ HAOTE TO THE REmDER
e zmpoiigize For some of the incomplete data., ide Nave zzsn zome
czzes whare people have worked for vearz on their family s=torw
wiith  the tdez of pubtlishing = bBook when it was complets. AS
thizg tvpe of proiect iz almost never "complezite" the intormation
wa s never oullished and forewer lost, e are treving Yo avoid
thig &y distribuoting the =tory =t widely» &5 possible, and so-
ticiting participation by 2! interssted persons,
There zre manye more interesting stories to  well thzt do not
apoear 'n o this ﬂ«mphlu :

N compiete  accoumt of the zervice and batitles of the LRy
Indizne Regiment of the Mexican War 124772 = avsilzble, John
L. fDoffew zerued in this unit,

andson of John L. received the mndrew Carnegie Heroes
medzl after he died saving a drowning +riend in 1%10,

nddaughter of Moses T. was a lifelong tezcher and in-
.1 in formulating remedial reading methods in the kan-
tional systems.

We're sure there are others.

A great deal more is Known about many families down to present
generations. As of 1983 we Know of at least one living descend-
ent of Robert W. and also one of Delilah {(Coffey?> Hale's family.
Nothing is known of living members of the Philip B. or the Lewis
Martin Coffey families. Grandsone of John L. visited with =zome
of the Moses T. family in the 1920°s. A1l that the latter cculd
recall wzsz that & Russell and Ellig Coffey <claimed that they
were cousine from Chicago. If Russell and Ellis are alive today
they are in their 90°<=. '

This paper was prepared on & computer file and copies are avail-
able on request at the cost of printing and mailing. We ho
that our hundreds of coucine will all get to see the story and
help i1t in the blanks that still exist.

Lecnard N. Catfew

198
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865 East Silver
Tucson, Arizona

85719

21 April 1991 - p )3 Y
/v p

Donna Coffey

38 Outer Drive _

Martinsville, Indiana -
L6151

Dear Donna:

Yes, I am glad to revort that I have a copy of Leonard's
Lewis Coffey Story and am glad that I could make a copy

for you as well as for Bonnie Culley. Your copy is enclosed
and I am mailing the other copy to Bonnie. Also, I am giving
a cooy to my friend Ted Turpin, here in Tucson. He may be on
the family tree, too.

family
It occurs to me that as members of the Lewis Coffey/branched
out into other midwestern states from Indiana to Illinois,
Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas their stories could be written
for the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse. I will endeavor to
submit the story about the lowa branch and the sub-branch
that went to Oregon from Iowa.

It was good hearing from you. Increasingly I value Leonard
Coffey's interest in family history and am grateful that he
started the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse and the annual
Coffee/Coffey Conventions.

We would love to be attending this year, especially in Boone,
North Carolina, but I am still recuperating from a heart attack
and quadruple by-pass surgery. I still have six more weeks of
cardiac rehabilitation at the hospital. I am doing fine and am
off all medication except one baby aspirin a day.

We are planning to go back to our granddaughter's graduation
from Ellsworth, Maine, High School on June 7th.

Along with the copy of Leonard's Lewis Coffey Story, I am
mailing a copy of this letter to Bonnie,

Bess_sends her best along with mine.

Fran]Coffey

T e

Tm,
cc: Bonnie Culley

-
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MOSES T. COFFEY

MOSES T. COFFEY, stock-raiser and farmer, is a native of this county, was born
May 24, 1831, and is the fifth of the ten children of Lewis and Delilah (Turpin)
Coffey, natives of Kentucky, and respectively of English and Irish descent.
Lewis Coffey emigrated to this county in 1828; entered land, which he afterward
cleared and sold, then engaged in flat-boating to New Orleans and died in the
spring of 1844. Moses was reared on the paternal farm, and received the
rudiments of an education from subscription schools. After the death of his
father, the care of the family descended upon him, and to which he gave the
wages earned by monthly labor; yet now, as a result of his economy and
application, he owns a good farm of fifty acres, containing stock, and being
generally well improved. March 11, 1852, he married Miss Lucinda Renner, a
native of Ohio, born March 24, 1834, a union which has been prolific in thirteen
children, only eight of whom received names -- George W., Mary J., John D.,

P ip L., Barbara A., Eliza C., Martha P. and William T. Mr. Coffey is a
ru.ical and active Democrat, by which party he was elected Justice of the Peace

in 1874, for a term of four years. He is a liberal gentleman and his wife is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.





