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L~• .. •ing -t::•:,~~ .. in Iliinc,·is, lnd1a.na.~ C .. a,.l;fc:~·r:=r", ~--~:--;:.-:t-: .. ::!r·-?:;:C•i. ".:u.·~.:-. 
:;c:,r·th C.;1.r,:,' .:-:,:,., !,,_l.?.:-h1ngton, Nev.J York, l,.li·:,::::,:-1:1r1, l..J::-·91r::? .. P.:-·i=c,r,: .. 
!··:?;:- 1:nJr-1" ~'~a?b::i.:-k~·-• Flo:'idct .• Te::-;ai.s11 a.nd :-t...:r·':'l-:.' ~1s.t?1.,..1her-·":' a:.~·-= ;.i:• 11 €-~a.: 
t-i1Jndr-eo p'='c,::1e t--.11-io h~.ue one ,.,er·y e>i:::iu·:-tue tr,:n~ :n ccm:n:::,n. •:-:'=' 
narr,e:- of trie:.e people :r,d1:::ate the mix c,,: r,a-.t•:::,r,?::-t.~= :-:,:-,::·:":e:-:s: 
w:th ~he ~='ttern of most Americans. Some of ~~e ~~mes a~s a::: ~~m~~~ ~= 
~mith an~ Jones. In fac~ some of them ARE Smitn and Jor.es. T~e~e ~~e 
~iso some n:t.med Knudsen, Schweiss, Nestle, Be'="chem, Quas:m, Hal~2. and 
•-J11e:-. T~1e unifying factor linking ~.11 thes.e t:•eop·,,.. 1s tri€- r.~ni'=' ~ ... v.- = 
M. c~~fey, a :::ommon ancestor. While attempt~ are ~e-lng made tc locate 
and record information on the entire family, the purpose o4 tnis paper 
: ;;. to te Ii ti-,e- stor•)', &.s. Kr,own at th i ~- time. c,-f this hcr.r·aY c,, .:,ne-er·. 
h: s chi 1 dren and gr·&.ndch i 1 dren. many of 1,>Jr,o·m i..,,er·e a 1 sc, Di one-oE-r--= 1 n 
tr1t? i r· own r· i ght, .. 

The wrrting of this paper is partly for selfish rt?asons. The comp­
iler hopes to stimulate interest and even criticism where the reader 
knOt-'JS of e-r-rors or incomplete data. Readers who have additior,al Tc<.cts 
Q.re requested to write and/or send the enclosed "FAM! LY DATA SH:ET". 
This information will be included in the next booklet covering later 
generations of the family. 

,. The information on these pages has been gleaned fr·om man>' public 
~nd historical records, It was far from a one person effort. County 

,Jerks, librarians, and interested family members have· helped find the 
obscure fact in a crumb) ing book or document. There were some great 
rewards, One was the "discovery" of unknown cousins in many states, 
such as the great grandchildren of James Wilson Coffey of Iowa. TheY 
supplied reams of data listing dozens of his descendents and opening 
doors to knowledge of the adult 1 iues of his brothers and siste~s. We 
thanK Helen Grass, Katy Morrison, and Francis Coffey for this boon. 

A great deal of information about Mary Ann "Polly" Cook w~s sent 
from Ridgeway, Missouri by Arloa and Lyle :dwards. Arloa wrote in 
1991,"Do you have information on Polly Coffey who married John Cook?" 
our reply was "Dear Arloa, we are cousins!" 

Great orandchildren of Nancy <Coffey) Jones were not locatt?d until 
1 ·;::·83, Th~ Y t--.1e re u r, aware of the Cof f e >' re, 1 a. t i c,n s.h I c, , t,.je 11-•e-r· i? s.or :-· 01,,1e d 
by the dea~h of our "new" 79 year old cousin, Etne, Hamilton Prather, 
th& day aiter she gaue us keys to others of the Jones family who maY 
r, ?, ,._, ..- 1 i '· • e c i n Mor: :-· o e Cc, u r: t >·· • l n d i er. r, a . 

D~scendents of other Lewis M. Coffey children have been located. 
and we neo?C mor·e inform-=.tior, on their· fam!l ie-s .. Hc!:to?-f1...::::-·. thi: ,:-E<.n 
~e- obtained for the next report. 

TO SEND OR REQUEST 
AN:,ITI ONAL DATA ABOUT THE FAMILY 

CONTACT 

LEONARD N. COFFEY 
38 NORTH OUTER DF.'. I 1...rE 

MARTINS"-11 LLE, INDIANA 4~-151 



THE COFFEY MAM: 

Mc,;..t =-tudent:- c,f tho? or·igin:- of ~amii·,· ri-:<.m'='= ~.gr·E-e tri . .-t tr,.., r::-.moa'. 
"C:GFFEY" 1s the anglec;zed equiveler,t of :<.n .:,n,:i..,nt G~.e11c: n-E-.mo?. C:i.:~1':r 
:,i:,eliir,g:- ,ius.t c-.:• 1egitima+.e i•.r·e: COFFEE~ C:OFFE, C:Ol,,JH!t31 COFTH~G. -:-.r,,:i 
,:,ther:-, Man>' ear·ly Ameri,:~.n:- did n:::1+. ha•J..- :e . .::ce:•=· to s.choo1s. ,:,r t€-:-.=t"•­
er· =· ~.n·:! ~ver-e ur,abl e to r·ead or wr· i +.e, l,Jher; it 1,,1c-.:- n,:,,:e-==--='-'-:.-t :, =·: 9r. 
lo?gal documents such as will~. ~e':=s. and penslon apDl ications ~noth..-r 
i:,erson ~•Jrc,te the name ~.nd ~h'=' sub.,.ii?ct m-:-.do? hi s'·m-c'.r~'.11

• The- m-:o.r·k ,,.J.?.E- r;ct 
-c'.11/J.3.::,"s ,.;(" but occa.sionall'>·· a. rnore ,e,i2.t~c;r·=-.~-= s.;;ri, :=:.:t.r:>, p•Jt,\ i-:. ,:~.;-ii:­
:.;i;·s ma.·) r.a.• .. •.., E--:<.i""ned their· pc,s.itions. be,::-.use .::,f the:r· ::-: ... :-.?::-·, :::1..Jt 

m ei. n >' u =· e d a f r· •.H• s t y 1 e o -f s p e 1 1 i n g ,,., i t r, u n ,: am i l i ·=· r n ~.me =· . L-=-v., i = 
Cof-fey' =· -f~.mi l)· is ii :-ted .s-.:• COFFEE~ COFFA, ='·rd CCIFFY in !n.::• -:,.:-,:: :--:·,:­
ords. Most of the fir-st Co-ffeys who could write scell ... d tneir Garn~ 
COFFEY. Sir,ce it is impc,ssible tc, e:-t-:1.bl ish one. "cc,rr·ect" :-;:,el i in9 
=••::tme m:ght sugge:-t we all r·etur·n to the c,r·ig1nci.1 ... , .... ,"0.-C:OFTHAIGf-!" 

THE TURPIN FAMILY 

It is reported that some individuals of this name trace their r·c,ots. 
to Fr~nch royalty. We do not Know if our particular relatives can 
prove such a connection, but some of them settled in Virginia and 1 ike 
many Americans were a pa~t of the rev61utionary process that gave 
birth to our nation. 

Martin Turpin age 72 filed for his pension in Pulaski County Ken­
tucky in 1833. He stated that he was born in Rockingham County Vir­
ginia, January 25, 1761. He enlisted in Greenbriar County, Virginia 
<now a part of West Virginia) in 1778. After the ,,.Jar he 1 ived in 
Madison and Garrard counties in Kentucky. 

Another Turpin was a Moses who married Magdel in Black in Green­
briar County Virginia in 1781. Kentucky tax 1 ists of 1800 show a 
John BlacK and a Martain Turpin in Pulaski county. In 1801 they are 
Joined by Moses Turpin. The 1810 census for Kentucky 1 ists two Moses 
Tur-pins. One of them had seven children and one had only one Ca son). 
There were also 1 isted two Solomon Turpins. An cilder· one in ne-arb::,• 
Wayne County and a younger one in Pulaski County. 

In 1812 the will of Samuel Bl acK v.Jas re-cor·ded ni<.mi ng ct.=· ber,ef i ~­
iar i es, several nephews named Samuel and his older sister Magde-1 in 
Turpin. Moses Turpin's will was proved in 1816. He named in the div­
ision c,f the e:-tc1.te his wife: Ma9del in, sons: Solomon, Samuel, a.nd 
Moses &nd daughters: Polly Long, Mariann Roberts, and Delilah Turpin. 
He made special provisions for Delilah to r-eceiue a horse named 
11 Ra i r, b 011.J 

II a. t on c: e an d c er t a i n o the r p r o c e, e-d =· "'-' 1"1 ia-rr ·=-h e c a.me c, f age . 
Me.gd'?ltn (M.:1.gdelia) Turpin a.ppea.r-s a:- :.s-.ndo1,,irrer- c,n the t-?.x list:, 

after Moses~ death until 1826. Then she became Mrs. George Cundiff. 
Cundiff appa.r--i?ntly 1 ived or11y a.b,::iut a. ;•'>?ar- ~.fter· his ma.r·ri..-.ge tc, 
Magdel in. She did not marry again. 



•' ·-·. 

Manv rese~·:he~:: ~~ve s~uaied this iami Jv ~nd lgree on most~~ t~e 
-i;.="::. 7~,e·• :·.r·€ -~- :.c= ur,.~.:-,irr.ou:.1-.., fru:t~·<C-.'t-?C: ~,·~ :.!J-:::edir19 9Ern-:r·.; .. ttc,r,: 
where ~ne =r two households seem 
Tney are e~~?1 1 Y :onfwsed bY some 
l>' :'.pc,~a.r·e;·= :-.nc C-:4.r,r,c:1; be tr--;4.ce,d tc t?:t.r1 l '?~· r·-?s,! z:::l&r;t: 
gr· .;;.ri ~ S-, 

ir, the !700 ·= man::-- C.offe-.,,/C.=•~.,:e-e ,:~.mi 1 ie: , .... 1e'."'e 1 it .. •::-:;: 1r; '': ... ·;:r:: ... 
~.nd t··.~1~:"th C-:t.r·c,l in-~. in clc,se f~.mil:-,-· gr·ou~·: .. :=·==· ::·i::,a- ;n 7.:-.. :~ -:~.-:~ rr;.:----
r· i •='-9~ ~•4? t,.,_:'='t!'r: cc,u:. ins , .. • .. •a.:- r:orr,rnc,r,. Th,:,-:-e :,t?,:,c:, i '=' h-:-.d rr,~::u1:·:: ...-._!-? :. ~ ·=·= 

e:.::'tt:rr: 1 -:'.r.=·=- t 1e-::a.rr1e tc 10 cc,:.tl )" o:-- 't:Cli:, C:"CrJ .. t.!ci':"::. r---,~t-•.I tr·.;t.i 1-= !, . .1-:-r·e-~:; .;1.Za:rc.' 

; nt;:, tr,e v.1 i 1 der·n~==· -:.nd i rr 1770 l•'-"=''=·ter·rr i"--lcr· +.t-1 C:,:i.r·c,1: r:-:<. ~.r1-j 1...i: '."'·;: r1 ! =-

1,1er·i: ,:,r, th~ -i-r·,:,r.tier·s. o-f American c:ivilizctior;, l,Jhile c. L•-:.n1e1 E:c,~•r1E' 
was e~tab 1 sning a settlement in Vi~ginia· s Kentucky CcuntY, =tne-= 
~ere work1~; new t~acts of North Carolina. The 8oonesboro settlement 
included tu,o Young Coffey boYs who had been neighbors of the 8oon,s on 
the ~adkin River in Surry Count.y North Carolina. 

Th~.t de::ade i..-.1c1.s a dr·a.ma.tic one that incl•Jded a. decla.r~.tic,r, of ir1-
dependenc:e from the Crown, revolutionar·>' vJar, .ai.nd forma.tion of·=· n ... t.,• 
nation. ~s western areas absorbed the new Americans, the vast countv 
divisions. i:1ec:ame unwieldy and were divided in to smal 1 er ,;.nd sma 11 er 
ar·eas. This to better accomodate the legal needs of the citizens .. 
Surry County in·North CaroTlna had been formed in 1771 of a portion 

;_,f RolA•ar, Count>·. Surry in turn was sp 1 i t up in 1 777 when the l-•Jes t e r·n 
( art became Wilkes County. Several descendents of the "first" John 

~offey were I ivin~ there at the time. In 1789 the eastern portion of 
Surry was separated and Stokes County cam~ about. This reorganization 
affected a James Coffey. He had received 9rants for land in Surry and 
was frequently called upon in court to serve as witness. constable, 
road surveyor, and once even as defendant. (He won that case). Th~ 
sta.te compiled a census in 1786/7 and ._tames ~IJ~.s the onl>' Coffey lis.ted 
in Surry Co. It was a rather ambiguous tally. telling only that the 
household contained:one male age 21-60, two males under 21 or over 60, 
~our females and no slaves. 

In 1790 the United States tooK it's first census. This survey found 
James Coffev in the new Stokes Co. His household contained three males 
,:;•,,er!,~, four females and no slave-s. Fr·om 17'?0 to 1800 ,Ja.mes Cc,f-fe~.­
appears 1n numerous court records of Stokes Co. One of tnose ~as a 
loss of land by sheriff ✓ s sale. 

The second U. S. census was taken in 1800. It found that the resi­
ce~ts of s~okes included a MicaJah Coffey whos ... family w~s onlY one 
m~le ~nc o~e female both between 26 and 45. Jame-s Coffey was ~lso 
sti!l ther& with two males betw~en 0-!0. one m~~e and one female a~e 
!0-!6, and a male and female both over 4~. 

There iE rather good testimony that Lewis M. Coffey was born in 
:::tc,kes Cc,. Nor·th C-:o.rcd ina ir, 179:::. It is not pr·o• ... •ed tha.t Lev,,is. M. w~.s 
-:~"= =-on c,,: ,:B.mes Coffe>-' nor ha.s e, r·ecord ,:,f :...ewi:,' childhc,c,d been io­
:ated. ken~ucky achieved statehood in 1792. The westward rush was on 
~~ain. Pioneers from the east floo~ed into l ts three huge counties. 

~F,e ~•3.tte~r. of dividing countie:- contir,ued in )<entuck::-· so th-:1.t e-:1r-·:-­
,·-2:.1dents .::,uld find tr,ems-'='lve·;;. ir, a,_ r,el,., cc••.Jnt:-,· et.'er·y f91,..,1 Ye-ar·s. Fr·orr, 
1800 to 1920 Coffeys were 1 iving 1n what are now Adair. Wayn,... Pula5-
ki ~ Russ,..J ! • ~.nd Cumberland. Some of them L<Jer·e ,Jame:- Co+ie:---:-, 



The earliest document upon wnrch our ~ncesto~ a~c&~rs i = t~e F:rst 
~-·1a.r·r·1~.•;:s ::c:C•I( of Pula.sf.~i c~caur-t;f--. f<.~ntuc~:-: .... It r,::,te·:. tii:',t ..... ~•.,it" [:c~ffey 
-::.r.d [!e:; :.~h Tu:-·pin wer·i: Joined in .J~nuar·~·· o-r :::.1c: ::,·.- the Ri:o• ... ~renc: Jc,!-,r, 
Black. ~ewis "Levi" was two months past ht= ~tn ... teenth b1~t~day and 
[)e ~ i 1 a.h t•,iou l d r,ot be, l ,:. for· an,:,ther· thr· ... e mor: tr1 s. Thi:- n.t.me ";_eu i" m .... ~­
l"t a,, t, '=' b e, '=' r. du e t o t h e r e v e r-e n d =· p o or· s. p e 1 : i n 9 .::, :- p cc, r· me m c, r Y • i" h o? r '=' -
cord tA.1-=<.=· en ter·ed by the count>· c 1 er·I< fr·om ~- 1 r st E-upi::: 1 i e-c t::,:-, the m: r:-
1 s-to?r c1.t the- e-nd of a c ircu1 t c,f :.e1,'='r·a-., mor,t:-,s. anc -:<. f'='v,1 c•ther rnar·­
r i ages. The clerk may also have- misre-a~ the- not'='s or perhaps the name 
was "Levi" at the time. Later informat,on, however leave~ ~o c~~~t 

that this w~s our- Lewis. 
The :1':'11,'1>' 1,,,1eds. made- their r,om':' 1r1 Pu:-:-.s.1-i C.e,, :,1..;t ~:,':-.c-:I .• : ... ,r-,~'."-; 1: 

not kno~n. Lewis cannot be found in tn':' ~ensus of 1820. he d:d appear 
or, th e c ,:, 'J r, ": >' t ax 1 i = ": s e a c h Ye a. r· f r· om .1 2: 1 S t c l E: 2 7 . He a c:, p '=' :i. r· '=' d ?. =· : 
Le~i:- Coffey, Lewis Coffee, M. Lewis Coffey, and M. L'="wis :o~iee. In 
1827 he was 1 isted as farming 50 acres of third rat":" land 1n :he 
Cumberland River District. He owned nc, st1Jd:, ,ia.,:~~=-• c,r· :1:-.~''='=· -:r:c 
his evaluation was listed at $150.00. In th!~ ten year peri~d. ~~wis 
and Delilah became the parents of Nancy in 1819, James in 1822, Mary 
Ann ~Polly" in 1824, and probably Be-ttie who survived onlY a short 
while. They may have lived with Delilah's mother, farming a portion of 
Moses Turpin ✓ s estate. In 1820 Magdel in completed settleme-nt of the 
estate by paying Lewis $141.00 and Benjamin Roberts $-45.00, 

Magdel in Turpin continued living on her- husbands land from 1816 to 
1825. In 1825 Magdel in married George Cundiff who died in 1826, 

In 1827 Lewis decided to move his family to Indiana and arrived in 
the fall in Jackson Township of Morgan Count>•, E>~act details of the 
move are available in two versions: 1. The family moved in the fall of 
1827 and settled on a fa.rm of 101 acres. 2. Lewis moved to Indiana in 
1828 where he entered, clear~d, and sold land. No record has been 
found where Lewis held title to land. Some of the ea.rly settlers did 
arrive in the fall of the year, without their famll les. They would 
enter a claim, tlear trees a.11 winter, build a shelter and move their 
fam i 1 i es in the spr i r,g. At 1 east his fa.mi 1 >' 1.PJa.:, in I rid i ana b>' Sep tem­
ber of 1828 for John L. Coffey, the second son was born there. In 1830 
the U.S. census listed Lewis Coffee in ,Jack:.on TOJ..\lnship p. 23-!, 1,,Jith 
one male under 5 years, one 5-10, one 30-40 and females: one 5-10. 
one 10-15, and one 20-30. In that year Lewis was 31, Delilah 28, 
Nancy 11, James 8, Mary Ann 6, and John L. 2. 

The Year 1831 held two noteworthy events for the family. In May a 
third son, Moses Turpin Coffey was born. Also that year Magdel in 
Cundiff came to 1 ive with them. It would seem that Lewis had as yet 
been unable to complete payment for any land he may have entered and 
=-ome-c,ne t-1~.d a spel 1 ing pr·oblern. Me1.9del in·'-=· name hct.:- app'='ar·ed ir1 1,-'&.r·­
lous references as Magdelen, Magdel ia, and Delia. The Morgan Co. Re­
corders office has the entry for the U.S. deeding one- tract of 40 
acres and one of 61 acres to "Magdilla Candep". The description 
olaces these Joining tracts in Jackson Township on what is now the 
farm c~ the- heirs of Claren=e Clodfelter on Ind. 252 about 5 miles 
e-~.st of Mar·tir,s•.•ille. It is r·ecorded thc-.t Magde-lir, gat,1e Lev.,is. Cc,ffe>' 
authority to "purchese some land" for her which he did for S!27.50. 
81Jt in M,:1.gdel in's na.me. This a.ppare-ntly led tc, probl'="ms ar;d cor,fu:.ion 
1n the ~~mi ly which arose at a later date. 



5. 

~it:1':' ·= kn=,t.-.!!"' -:,..: th-? rii:'::<t -ii1._.1; -..·.;.s.r: -=-::~.:e::4:: ~. Tr.~ +.;.:r.,i• •• ;.;'="~~­
t?C ~.nc1~~1er· : .:1 i,. P:-.: ~ : t, S. i rr H::,r· i 1 ::T 1 ·=:2!4. 2. Ir, ,J1.J ! ., .. : ·:·-=·~ i ~-::.r.: •·• :r.-~ .... ·­

~• e-: F:.::t.er·: ,J::,niE-·; .. 3. Ir, i83-!- .::.nc,ther· t=-~.b··"· 1.,t.J;t.~ C:,:i:·r:, :··_-: 4:r!= r--':.;.:-,-:: 
r : i ; ! .;. :-: ,,_, c, u '. j rt o ": r· em em t:, e r h i: r· qr -:'. rr om-:, ~ h i: r , -i ,:, :- 1·,: =·; ·:::i '=' : i :-. ,:. !J :-: :L .; ~ d i e :l 

~ h ='-: •.,.-~ :t ,.._ . ~er· : -::r: - ; n-1 -:C.t.\f ~ 8t? n J .:f.!'!'1 i r: F:ct1':' r· ~: : . .-. .r :,_: rr,-:;:_ :~t:- .:- ==:.. :- : E "': ::- : -: .:,r- ·:~"T" 

~he ':'St!te tn~ began settlemen~ pro~~dures. S'='fcr~ stt~leme~~ =~~:c ~= 
!: orr, c, : e, ~ e j ·='- ~· -='· 4: r1 ~ r- c= u z z 1 ~ n 9 t r: ~ n 1;: t-1 :i. p p ~ n '=" ,:! • 

R~ber~ J=nes f•l~d suit on ~enalf o-i t~e mi~or he•rs ~~ 

·:· f :... e v . .1 i = C :, .,: f e Y ='· =·.. p 1 a i n t i ;: f -=· , De 1 i l -;-, h ••• =· b :-· c t h e r· = , =· • = -: '=' : = . a-.:-: :: ~ .. , '=' • r 
: i:• cr •..i :. e: 1,.1er·'=' r,:1.rned ~.s :!efen.j.:,_nt:,. ,_tc,n-?: ,:1 ::.irr, ,.-, •. :-.-: th:t ~!-:E- -=·=''' r· • -
: tr ='-t ,:,:- vH.: -:1.:,c,1.: t t c, di ,_.. i de- :1.r1 d se- l I M-='.gae ! i n •• : 1 ::<.r. d, 
the le~= - 19htf~lly belonged to hjmse 1 i an: L-?w'5 
M :c. g de i i rt h ~ d " of t i:-r, ;;; ='· i d =· h e 1.,,1 o u l d ; i ,_,. e i t t :, ~ !"! '=' m 1 r: r-· ,; -: .,; ,. r. ..,. c. - _ e ,. : = 
~1e! pi rig her c,n tr,e- fa.rm, and beca.use [•e! i 1-:'.h ••='··= r,,:·: r·e:'=': • .. •-:·::: 't'"1f -:=,.:' ·, 

p~cteEted that "Lewis was hard run and frequentlv in ~iE-:-ess fer ~o~-
'=' :-.' t ::, E-1,.; p ~· c: -• .t: t-1 : s ~ arr, i ~ ;"' 11 

• Th e :v a. l s c t e s t j + i e ij t t-1 .?-. ": ~ €' 1.-• .. ! 1 : r-1 -?. := .:. • ' l ~ ~- !..! !"': 

c:f the -i:-.r:: '"erd: free arid t,.,.ti th,:••Jt a.r,y ;.._,:,:c,urit: r;,;, ,,._,h; ch i•.i:,.~ m,:·,·-= ':~r:r· 
':'nougr, tc, r.:~mpens:-.te hirr: -for· .:i.n>· ser-vi:eE tc, hi;.. mc,the:-·-:r:- 1 .:1.1.-, :r, 
:-.ddition, Magdelir1 frequently ga.ve him money. :-.r.d ind'=',;,= [•~1i1-?.h h:c.d 
r·eceived her· full share of her· fa.ther'·s e·:ta.te. Al=-C• '...e:.,1i:- !-,:-.d r·o?­

ceiued his division of Magdel in's personal property". 
Judge William WicK decided in favor of Robert Jones and the minor 

children in September of 1838. Roberts requested permission to appeal 
tci the Indiana Supreme Court. Permission was granted providing Roberts 
-furnished bond in the· amount of $250 .00. No record has >·et been four,d 

~at the appea.l was in fact carried through. Neither ha.s a recor·d t::,een 
~und indicating the disposition of the land. James W. Cof-fey stated 

that his mother lived on the "family farm 11 until hei-- death in 1873. 
There was no mention in the court records that Lewis or ~el ilah took 
par·t in the family squabble. 

THE CLOSING YEARS 

Likely by the late thirties, and possibly earlier, Lewis not onlY 
farmed and ~aised stock, but in the spring of each year piloted flat­
boats of produce from Martinsville to New Orleans. These sturdy craft 
were built of native timbers on the banKs of White River during the 
winters. They were usually 14-20 feet wide and 80-100 feet long. As 
the boats were being built settlers were rounding up their hogs that 
had ~oraged freely in the forests,driving them to the slau9hter houses 
on the river. Here the hogs were butchered and packed in white oak 
barrel= for the Journey down river. When the spring floods came the 
pork and any grain surpluses were loaded on the Qoats. Normally manned 
by a steersman~ oarsman. and pilot they would begin the 1800 mi!e 
journey down the White, Wabash, Ohio. and Mississ;ppi to the Crescen~ 
City. Reports say on nights when the boats pulled to shor-?i songs of 
the boatmen ~oulo be heard across the riuer as they visited from craft 
to craft. lt is Dossible that Lewis and youn9 Abe Lincoln en=ounter~d 
!ach othe~ :n !831 when Lincoln made the trip f~om !1 l inois. Lincoln 
t-:1.H'.ed c,f 1:.t.?.1kin; ne-:c.r·ly a mile acros-:, mc,c,r·ed bo.s<.'ts to r·ec.ch ·s.hore 2.t 

r-•• 1'='w Or 1 e ar1 s .. 
~ Aft':'r ,_..._,..,~J..·:s c,f h.:r.rd labor·, .;i.l-'Oiding s-hc,e.ls, ,jri+tir1g lo,;::-, -:r.nd 

other tra~~ic, they would arrive at the destination. sell the ~aroo, 
H·,er, br·'='~.k •..:p ~.r,o s-el l the timber: ar,d s.tar·t home. On~ repor·t -s.ai.'.•'=· th~ 
homeward trip c~uld b'=' made for as little as three do11ar~. Thi~ wa~ 
decK pass~ge on a north bound steamer with tne passenger responsible 
for his own food and shelter. 



The ~raveler often faced more aanger curing his r~turn th~n on the 
-::,::iv-.1r1 r·i•.;,..r tr·1p. Ther·e v,1ere -fr·equent1>' tt-,1e 1-.''=':•, ,:c,n me-n ar;.::; g:1.m::;Jer·s 
v,1he: m.ado:- H,e: r· i i ~_.1e 1 i ho,::id:- s.ep~.r-.a,. ting tho? un-;;.,:,~•h: =ti= :1 ted -fr om tne i r 
moneY. !f su=cessiu1, the Hoosier boatmen would Jeeve the oaodlewheel 
·='·-: !•'i.&.c: 5.::,r; , I n d; an a. Fr· c,m there i t vJ.a·=-on i ::,-' 2:5 mi 1 '=' "=· ~ c, v,1.:0. 1 k r;o:,me . Ir, 
'.ater y,..ars this was cut to 20 miles when the rai lroac was cui 1 t irom 
M~~ison -:~ FranKl in. 

Ctt~,e,r than the testirr,or1>·· in the- cc•ur·t ca.:.e- : t ~:- r:,:,t i::r-1c:..• .. lr· :-!:::,v .. : tt:·: 
family ~ared in those years, It did grow numerical Jv with the arriv~:e 
of El iz~beth in 1839 and Robert Washington 1n 1841. James W. was n~w ~ 

:--c•1Jn; rr.2.r, ~.nd h·ad bee-n or1 some of the r·iver· tr·1p·: t.• .. 1ith h!·:- f=.tr.er·. !r, 
1sa2 he ieft the riuer and married Louisa T. t~e daug~ter o~ J~mea ano 
Sarah Norman, Also in 1842, Polly marri~d John Cook, son of Shri5to~h­
'=' r· .-: Ch r· : st i ~.n ":') Cc,ok . Lev .. ii =· v . .1~.=- ,;i.} 5-C• r· e q w i r· e d t ,:, p ~-Y the r: ~•" ;::,,:-! l -:: :-.:·: 
c•f th.::.t -:,-·~a.r. Inforrr,2 .. tlon .for· the, >'ear:. 1842-lE:44 corrfl i::t :;:t•in; ·~=· 
t1.-.JC:r 1,.J er·-:. i CEr, -=· . Jame'$ v .. , . i s q JJ Cc t-=- d .:v:- ; . ..s.:~,.·· ! n ~ j r: 1 ~:E: 7 that II t t"-1 '=' ~r' u ( 1_T ,:',:Ti E-":, 

an~ Lew.s?) abandoned flatboating in 1842 when the cholo?ra epidemi: 
1"""· ..... :,v.:. c,wt. in New Orleans. Hou.1e• . .>er the MEMOIRS OF HOAH r··1A,JDF~ OR TH::: 
!=·IO:·~EERE: OF MORGAN COUNTY said -!:h~t Lev.ii 5. C:c,ffey~ .:,ne of the '='.a.r·l v 

flatboaters died on the return trip in 1844. No other detal ls of tn, 
:ause or place of Lewis' death are available. We have speculated that 
the cause of death could have been from disease or foul play encount­
ered on the trip. Too, if he died "on the return trip"~ he may be bur­
ied somewhere between Martinsville and New Orleans. 

Ja.mes. W. Coffey was appointed admir,istra.tor of Lewis•·· estate .in 
April 1844. Appar·entl>·, in the latter part of 1844, Delilah ga.ve- bir·th 
to Lewis Martin Coffe~. Attorney John Eccles had represented Jones and 
the Coffey children in the 1838 court case and was an appraiser for 
the estate in 1844. Yet he unaccountably missed listing the family in 
1840 when he was census. tiKer-for the U.S. in the area. The census 
for 1850 and 1860 1 ists Delilah as the head of household with the then 
minor children. She has not been located in the 1870 census but was 
reported to have died on the "family farm" in 1873. Where was the 
"famil>· farm" r-eferred to by ,James W.? Some ,:,f hi'5- descendents bel ie•,Je 
it was the 101 acre tract purchased by Magdel in. County records, 
however, show that in 1845 Delilah was the original purchaser from the 
U.S. of a forty acre tract about three miles from the 101 acres. In 
1854 she- ·:=-old the 40 acr·e farm to 1.Ta.mes. 1,,J. Coffe,y. In 1857 Jame-s s.ol d 
it to John L. Coffey. John L. sold to brother Robert in 1864. Robert 
then sold to Moses in 1866 when Robert moved to Illinois. 

Many questions about the family remain unanswered. This compiler 
has found that the whol~ of the story develops from piecing many small 
bits of data together. While seeming unrelated, when viewed together 
they begin to form a. pictur-e c,-f the 1 ives, :-tru,;gles, a.nd succe-=--=-e'5. c,f 
tne family. To those who find they are interested in the story we- send 
a plea: 

PLEASE HELP 

Send in any information you may have whether it is from documented 
s.our·,:e:- c•r· ju5.t :-ome tale- "Aunt Sa.r·ah 11 used to tel 1, ~:ometime-:- it c-:i.n 
be t~ace~ and proven. 

The remaining pages will be devoted to e~t~acts and copies of pub-
1 ic records from which the Lewis Coffey story was developed. While 
mu:::h c,f t t cc••J 1 d be cons i de-red "dr:)' 11 it ::~.n r·evea 1 much abc,u t the 1 i fe 
style of our pioneer ancestors. 



}:'JT!'?E L-.!r •::::1-F~-s,·--~ Q!J:'.~if,s-~ :-.r.d 9~.u~ boric! .:a.-: .aarr1•~:::.tr·.:t.+.C:!""· ~--f -=~!~ ~=-
~:-·.'tE .1!.!n-? :•;~ 1:;:.:l4~ ~.nC Augu·:t 10, 1844 file,rj the, T::,11:,:.!.i r.=; 1:--:"~n":•:· ... ••••• 

~et ~n= beddin~ an~ stead 
~-u~jl~ ~ed ano beading 

::.;:, ! r. r; in,; i.,1r-, e e 1 
1 i::ar:d1,; =-'=~.nd 

::h1:c~ r·-=--::1 
,:run~: 

. -:: ab i o? 

1 lot cupboard 1_1..1a.r·e 

l ·shove 1 
2 shovel ploughs 
3 cl ev i :.e:. 
1 1 ot hoes 
3 axes 
~ 1 ot shoe tools and 1 ast~. 
\ two-horse wagon 

1 darK red cow with bell 
1 red and white steer 

7. (I(• 

4.00 
! , 50 

1 . 00 
. 1 2 

2.00 
l . 25 
3.00 

. 50 
2.00 

.75 
1. 75 

· · 1 . 50 
2. 50 

15. 00 
8.00 
3.00 

1 blacK steer with white face 
1 pi eded ·steer 

3. 00 
5.00 

1 red, white backed heifer 7.00 
2 two-years old 4,00 8.(10 
1 red cal-f 1 . 00 

• nandEaw an~ auger 
1 i O~•~~ i :-: 1;~ 91 .:·. ·: :. 
! , r c,r1 =-~ ~J -E<.r e 
1 
1 gr , r1 d = i: c,n e 
1 1 o t c ·='· r c, e r1 ': '=' r· t ::: ·:· 1 : 

clevis and open ring 
1 ot b.:<.rr·i: l 1 5 

1 
1 
1 cutting box 
1 lot harness 
1 saddle 
1 lot o-f casting; . 
1 Cary plough 
1 lot singletrees and 

-,c-

! . 00 
2.00 
7.00 
3.00 
7. 0 0 
1. 25 

doubletrees and neck yoke 2.00 
1·mowing scythe .SO 
1 watE-r bucket 
1 black cow with white face 

and calf 
1 r·ed heifer 
1 pieded hei-fer· 
1 lot VJhea.t 
1 red cow' ,..,._1h i te f ~.c e 

16 head c,f sheep .75 

.25 

7.00 
2.00 
2.00 

6.00 
12.00 

On A•Jgust 17, 1844 the administrator filed the results c·f th€' :-a.le-
1 isting the items sold and to whom they were sold. While most items 
~rought pretty much their appraised value one item seemed unusual. The 
;teer that had been appraised at SS.00 was sold to Delilah Coffey for 
Sl .00. Is it possible that the auctioneer and the crowd had compassion 
for the widow with 6 youngsters at home and another on the way or new­
born? The remaining buvers included most of the family and neighb~rs. 
Such es Christopher Cook, James Coffey, Robert Jones, John Cook Jr . 
.:<.nd oH,er·!: .. 

On February !4th 1946 James Cof-feY filed his final reocrt showing 
his outlays for expenses and the payment of 5!50.00 to hi~ mother. 



waE cs~ent of 11 children an~ 
L-J ee. l n ,_; t =· t r· e '=' ~ i n i'1 a. r· t I n =-,.., i l I '=' • 

2. James Wilson (182~-1889) born :n Ky, Married Lou:sa Norma~ 1n :S~2. 
Father oi 7 sonx and 1 daughter. Moved from :n~:ana to Iowa :n :~64 

:. Mary Rnn (Polly) (1824-1976) born in Ky, M~rried John Cook and 
moved tc Har~ison Co. Mi~souri about 1850. Mother of ten en: ldren. 

4, Bettie, a:sum'='d born about 1S26 inky, and d:~d as an iniant. 
5. ,Jr::,hr1 L, ,; 1f:28-1910) borr, 1 n I r:d. Ma..:-·r· i -?d Ce l 1 :<. .....1 • r·,Jc,:--rr;-:-.:-1 1 n 1 ·::4~ 

~.r,d had 13 children. l,Ja-s a. -farmer· in M,::,r·9?.:-: Cc,. !r;,:j lf:5C' tt: 1 :::.70. 
t··1ar· i ~:~r· Cc,. ! r, d. ! r, ! s:S(t , '-..Je r· non Co. t--1c1 • 1 s:::o -1 8~35, .;,.r, C i r: A 1 1 '=' n c··:= . 
ks. 1885 to 1910. 5erved in Mexican War 1846-7, 

._., Moses Tu"'pin, (18~:1-1912) bc,r-n in Ind. r·-::-.r·r·i'='d ;...:.Jc1n,:l:r F.:enr,e:-· 1n 
1852. r-'='~-"'ec 8 of :3 chi ldr·er, tc ad•.il th.::,,:,,:;, : ... !:-.= -?. -i-?.r·rr,'='~ -:1.r:d ,J1.1:t­
i c:e o-f tt-1E-F'eacE- in Morgar, Co. Ind. Seriied i r, 14€:tt", Ir:,=. R-:-r;it. i r: 

7. Philip E:,(18~:4- ... ?) M~.r:-·ied K?.thr·>'r1 Anne -=:h ... lla.r·: E:e-n.Ja.mi:-. in Hc,lt 
Co . !'"; ::, . i n 1 8 5 8 . H .;.,. d 5 d au g h t. e r s ~ 1 i r.,, r? d I r, G ~-g e C:::: . f·,i '=' b . "T e r :- 1 t c: :- ·_. 
in 1f:60 and 187(1, 1n Cass Co. Mo. in 18::::0. 

8. Delilah (1836-1866) married Francis I. Hale. had 5 children and is 
bur-ied in Harr-ison Co. Mo, 

9. Elizabeth (1839-1863), married James Reedy in 1863. No known child­
ren. 

10.Robert Washington,(1841-1919>, married Ma.rgr- ... t Ad1:<l ine Blair· 1864, 
Served in 27th and 33rd Ind. Regts. 1861-1865. Had 5 children and 
far·med in Cumberland Co .. Il 1. 1866 to 1919, 

11.Lewis Martin (1844- ... ?) Lived with his mother in 1860 at age 15. 
Died by 1887. No information· on marriage or children if any. 

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

From: History of Washington County Iowa (1887) 

James Wi 1 sor, Coffey, section 14, Li me Cr·eeK Township: 
Among the highly respected citizens of Washington County will be found 
the subject of this sketch, He was born in Pulaski County Kentucky, 
May 10, 1822, and is the son of Lewis M. and Del llah <Turpin) Coffey, 
the former- a native of Stokes Co•Jnty Nor·th Ca.r-ol ina, bor-n in 1798, and 
the latter- of Pulaski County Kentucky,born in 1802. They wer-e the par­
ents of ten children: Nancy, the widow of Robert Jones, resides in 
Morgan County Indiana; J.W., the subject of thi: sketch; Mary A., the 
wife of John Cook; Bettie, deceased; John L,, a far-mer in Allen County 
Kansas; Moses T., a farmer in Morgan County Indiana; Philip B., a res­
ident of Cass County Missouri; Delilah, de~eased, was the wife of F.M. 
Hale of Harrison Count>' Mi:-souri; El izabe-th, was the wife of ._Tames 
Ready, both deceased; R.W., a farmer in Cumberland County !l 1 inois: 
Lewis M., deceased. The family left Kentucky in the fall of 1827 and 
moved to Morgan County Indiana where they settled on a farm of 101 
ac:re~- -;'.r.d ma.de their· home until the death of Mr. Cc,fie:,-, in lE:44. Hi? 
was a flatboat pilot and each year would take a load of produce down 
the riuer to New Orleans. Mr-. Coffey was an industr-ious man, a care­
ful manager, and one who posessed the confidence of al I his friends. 
After her husbands death Mrs. Coffey continu-?d to maKe her old far~ in 
Indiana her home until her death in 1873 at the age of 71 years. She 
was a kind mother and one who took a gr-eat p~ide in her- children. 

The early life of our- subject was spent upon the farm and in at-



•.r:':'r,~ t:· 1.• • .1c::-·V 1~~:c:r: t:-!e, p,..Jt,! t: ~~.raai.i. r·~rn-~.~ ... :.-; :--: ~~,.;..~ ~::: ... '::i ... ·':"':' ···~~.r··: .. 
:·rrC !rr ':rte :.::,r-~r:9 of 183::: {.• .. ,er:t :..-.tith t-1;= +.:-tt":~ ... -::: t·l-?r:.l c~ .... ·1-=--~.r,: .• :r,:i .;-+-
~ '"·l•I::, ,-. ,., ri1::. ..-,;:, 01'"1 I=- t,.. 1· r, ,;. :. .- >-1 v,;.::. r· ,,,.., I ,.. >-, t--·-, 1·• ..: ... ,-• ..-. • ... --;:. ;:, ~ -. -f '"•':.J ,-. .,.. -·r· t '"·: ! _ --.·-·• - . ,_-.-- 1 • ••• !-" _ -..·-Ii .· • ._. ,. •• ,, • .__,, _,._,r. . -·••· ,.,, _ _ . ·-· ._.. . ,,,_ .••. __ • 

-=-tV-Jo?o?ri time: he- :.1 •. rorl-:.o?d uc,or, hi:: -i-.:1ther'·=· ·•:.:--rr: 1"":-1-:i1 :::::~-2. 1:i71-=-!" t'":~ 
•:n::11 ~r·a. br·ok~ cru't .:c.r1d the>' a.t•a.ndont::,O -f1 :i.t:::,:.:.-: :""!,;. ~•:; l ::~::~-t:--fe·:•·· 1_., • .1.;i.: rn.a,.~-­
r ; Ero c,r, tr,~ 1 1 th ,:~f C:•':' c ~rnl:=e r· 1 S:42 t l: 1 r·,1 ! ·: s ~ :nJ • E .:, ._. t--~::?:-·r.j.;:_r; • .:: r: :. ~ : •.• a: 
~f To?nne-~~9o?, born June 23, 1826, and the o~~;hte· ~~ Jame~ and Sara~ 
~ . ( H a.:· r ' :. C :-1 ) , ... J::: :-rr1 -:!. n ~ ": h e- -f Or rn e r· -:. r. 9. t I u ~ :·.; t·•.J •=; r t 5-. c~ :,. r Cr ~ i n ·='· . ~ n != t t-J "=' 

latt ... r of T9nnessee. 
M.-. 
I I! I 

t,orri Me♦ r·:h ~., 1 f:4.::l, ~.t hc,mt?: ,John T .• !:••~:·r. !···'..-•·• 2:::. ~ ·=:47, , . .-.18.: ·-=' mt:·r.:t,,..r 
,:,f th~ 27th ind. Infant~~,. ~-w.-.n!r~~ ~.1 .. •-':''·, .. •;·•:rr hctrr•t: ::• .j;,..:.;r~;j t-"i·: ·:·:'.:.;~-­
-1;'."Y': fl~g arid i: not-\' a -f~.rmer· :n Clat:-C•~· C.:,1.:ritv, C1:-99or;., E:.=, ===•=-·r. 
January 28, 1850 and James M .. Septembe- 30, !253, are farmers :~ 
C::i.:-!::c•p C:c,urrty Or·egon.: Joseph L .. borr, M.:·:•· 1~· ,=•i=...:. !: -='· c1-?r·k ir, 
'th€- !'-1a.r·dt.\•~.r·e :tc,r·e- c•f E: l,.J, t--Ji cc,1.:r. s~ Co. ,:,..: !·J":'1 lrr,;.n !;:;i.-.::-.: •.,..1. ~. ::;:,i·r 
Ma.::---30, 1 f:5f: is .s cl erk in ~. drv 9c,cd:· ::.:c,r·1: : r: 
born Ac~il 22. 1861, and Sarah D., Februar1/ !! . 
died in infancy. 

As~o~ia, o~e9on: ~. D. 
1 :::64 . .;1.r· e ·='· t h c,m'=' ; t1,.1c, 

After our subject abandoned the river. he tu~ned his attention e~­
clusiuely to -farming, and continued to 1 ive in Morgan County, Indiana 
where his children were all born, for a period of thirty ~even vears, 
or· ur:t:l the 9th of O=tober, 1864, when he loade-d h1$. family intc, ='· 
I.A.ta.gen and started for Lime Creek Township, 1,,.Ja:-hingtc,n County, Icr1,..,~ .. He 
had made a trip to this county in 1863, at which time he decided low~ 
was the place for him· to 1 ive. After his arrival on October 24th, he 
bought 148 acres· on section 14, Lime Creek Township, where he has 

~ince cor,tinued·to reside. He ha.s bought and sold a number· of acre=­
ince, but his farm is now in fine condition, and is one of the best 

fenced in Li me Creek Township·, a 11 fenced· in 20 acre fields .. 
At the time of his marriage our subject had no money and was $43 in 

debt, but by his own· industry and good management, he ha.s a.cq•Jiro?d a 
fine farm and enough of this worlds goods to live comfortably in his 
old age. He has held uarious township offices, was the Treasurer of 
the school district, and treasurer of the to1.<•r1:-hip. He i=· held in high 
e~teem by all who know him, and is a man who takes an active part in 
all political and public affairs. Socially he is a member of the A.F.& 
A.M. Politically, he is a staunch supporter of the principles oi the 
Democratic party. 

From: History of Morgan, Monroe, and Brown Counties, Indiana (1884) 

Mc1ses T. Coffe>', stocK ra. i ser- a.nd f arrner, i :. a na t f ve of th?: 
countv, was born May 24, 1831. and is the fifth of the ten cnildren 
of Lewis and Del il~h(Turpin) Co+fey, natives of Kentucky, and re­
spectively of English and Irish descent. ~ewis Coffey emigrated to 
thi: county in 1828, entered land, which he afterward cleared and 
sold, then engaged in -flatboating to New Orleans and died in the 
spring cf 1844. Moses was reared on the paternal farm. and receiv­
ed the rudiments of an education from subscription schools. After the 
death of h·~ father, the care of the fami 1y descended on him, and to 
which he gave the wages earned by monthly labor. Yet now, as a result 

~f ~,is. :conomy a.nd -=<-!=•Plication, he o•,•ms. -c<. 900d f-c'.rm c,f fift>' -:-.cres., 
• or:-:a1n:r1g stc,cK, a.r,d being generally well im;:rr·o•.>e,j. Mar·c:h !1,-1:::52 he 

married Miss Lucinda Renner, a native of Ohio, born March 24, !834, a 
:Jnio:-: whi,:t-; h~.s been prolific in thirteen children, on1y eight o-f i.,Jhom 
~ec~ived names. G ... orge W.; Mary J.; John D.; Philip L.; Barbar• A.: 



, ,-, 
... ·-· . 

Democrat, by which party he was elected Jwstice of the Pe~ce ,n 

Moses T. Coifey died at the heme 
8eechem at 8:30 on Wedne:day night, 

th':' c<.ger of ne-ar-1y 8! ),'e-ar·s, c,f ger:e-r·a-.! de:!i ~; 4:>-·" 
oeing an affect1on of the heart. He leaves several 

I •I ; .:. :, 
VY • • -

of n·~ =au;~ter, 
~~l r• i 1 1 C. 1 ! ~• ! :: • ~ ~ 

j mme·:i,? -:e : :-'..: :e 

:1.r1 d a gr e a. t n um i:• e r of f r· i e n d =· . Th e c h i 1 d r e n a r· '=' G,.. c, ;· ~ e-, ,J ·:, :-, ~ , P ~: : 1 1 : , 

·='· n d ~.J i ~ 1 i e , t h e d a u g h t e r· s t:, o? i n t; Mr· s . ,_T .a,.m e = E: '=' e : :--. o? m . ·--: - ;:. . ; ; =· -: r. ~ .. r; 
Elkins., t--·!E<.t"1ci.1~.svi11e, Mr·s. Jc,s.eph H1Jr1t;;.1n,;ier·, .,::::.r;,::1er·:c0,., .-.r.:: ;·\'== ,·l'='._ 
1ie Coffey, living on tho: famii:;-- hcmes't'='E<.d, ,,e.ar !"1?.i"H•.:=.=••;:1'='• :!",-=­
funeral will be held at 3 P. M, today, Friday, ~t the 9?p~i=~ :~w~:~. 
Mahalasui11e. Services to be conducted by the Rev. Dilts of t~i= 
p 1 a..ce, i.,.J i th bur· i a 1 in the ceme ter>' adjoining the- chur·a::h. 

Mr. Coffey was born on May 24, 1831, his exact ag9 at oeat~ b~:n; 
80 )'ears~ 10 mor,ths and 14 days.. He lii)ed all hi:. life, in thif. ,:·:,1..::-,t-, 
ir, the same township except for~- sr,ort time t:Jhen hi:- r·esidence VJ?: ir. 
Washington Township and the interval in which he served in the union 
army during the civil war. 

He was an unassuming country gentleman, never intruding himself on 
the public, yet social an~ always pleasant when in contact with his 
fellow man. Honest and upright in all his dealings, industrious in the 
pursuit of his own business, hospitable to those who found themselves 
at any time under his roof, he gained and retained the respect and 
confidence of all. His services during the war were performed as a 
member of Co. H, 148th regiment Indiana, and during his whole after-
1 ife he had a warm heart and a· Kindly fellowship for all who were his 
compatriots in arms. He was a good man, a reputable citizen, a Kind 
parent, a man with whom it was pleasant to meet, and one whose memory 
will be cherished by all his family, and long recalled by his numerous 
friends as a warm glow in the firmament of life. Peaco: to his ashes. 
(MARTINSVILLE DAILY) 

OBITUARY 

John L. Coffey was born in Morgan County, Indiana September 21, 
1828, departed thi:. life at his home near· Mora.n, kan:-~.s, ,June 8, 1910, 
aged 81 years, 8 months, and 18 days. He was married to Celia Jane 
Norman December 27, 1849. To this union were born thirteen children, 
eight of whom survive him. The wife and five children having preceeded 
him to ~he heavenly home. The r·ema.i ng chi l dr·er1 1 i ve near here e>:cept 
one son in Martinsuil le, Indiana, one near Sebee, ArKansas, and one 
daughter near Liberal Kansas. 

They moved from their home in Indiana to Vernon Co., Missouri in 
1880, thence to Allen County, Kansas in 1885, where they have since 
resided. Grandpa Coffey as he was familiarly called, was a soldier in 
thi: tvle;:ican War· ha.,.•ing enl is.ted a.t the ,a,,ge of nineteen. A pr·i•,.1a.te- c,f 
Captain Daniel Lunderman's Co. G 4th Regt. Indiana Volunteers, who was 
enrolled June 15, 1847, and honorably discharged from the services at 

~ Madi:-on, India.r:a. ,Jul>' 16, 184E:. Ho: wc1.s dr·a.-fted in the services of thi? 
Civil War and started to fulfill his place in the great struggle but 
receiving word on the way that they would not be needed, he returned 
home. 

Mr. Coffe,y h~-=- been a suffe-rer for· m~.r,y mc,n ths ~.nd bor·e- his ac.ff 1 i c-



~:o~ w· ~~ ;re~t patten~&. ne~er murmur,n; nor :ompl11n1~= ·,e: he !~n~-
-= :::. ": :, :::1-:, -fr· t? '=' -f ;· orr: h i :. rn 1 ·:.er· 1 e ;. c,.;. 1 , + '=' ~.ri c ::3 '=' ·='· t. h -::: ~.rr:~ a-.·: .;. :1: •. t-? ~ t ~--=--
''='=·='='• L-iE ::,el !>?Ved ir: th':' -+:s-~.:hir.:;i: er+ -+:h€ E:;t,1€· .ar.~ tbi? :mm,: 1i"t~-~ 1-+::--
c~-= --: :-, ei : :•!..J 1 • He t.1.Ja-. :. c•f ~- o '.J i et -?.r; ::· t.J r: ~-·= :.t..:m i n ~ :: .:f. t ,_; r· e . 1;.ta: r:-:-r- c,,J =· :t.n C 

•••• - -~ ►-"- .l....~o-· ·, .... r:--..-1 ,-.&. r~~ ·--,-•~r:,~"'- .......... ·~ .. ~-~.-.--:::-.··.-•.· .. i~_~ .. t ...... !,·+.r ::.: t : : : n ~- -. --- • t ':° : ;...: l: I ii =·'=' • l ! 'I~':' .... _r I f 1 = -:. = = ' = .. ..... ·-':" t t f, - -=-• , -

~: , =· -?-::.:r:; : ··• . Tl-': ! ·: v .. ,o:-, h , rn tr: e, 1 o• . .J e :1.r: d r· i:t: c1 e c t !:i"t :4. i 1 l:._:r, := ~\ :-r ':'1.-.• r, Im • 
{ ! C;t...; [ 1.:.:.;! !... ~ F::G ! STER:• 

I. ·Hci.l e ,.\;as. born on ,J.~_r,1.J.;1.rY -;:·, 1 .-,·-:-,.., ·-·-• ~ 

, ... 1_..Jhen -:-.t,out c,r:e Ye-:<.r· of -E<.ge, h'=' m::,• .. ·''='d ,,ii th h• = t:•-:-.r·~nt: "::, M:,:-·,:::?.r1 .:·:,. 
Ind:.:1.nar ... In F-:rbr·u.:1.r·:v. !852 hi:' r,.Ja·:. ur1~~':'d ir: iT'.-:'.r·!"'·,-:t.~-:- !;:: 1 ~"1:·:: [;-:i1 :~:-.;--, 
Co~+e~ an~ ":o this union seuen children wer~ born, tnree boYs and ~our 
C: r· 1 E, 

In t .. ,o? -.,~ar· 1855, r,e moued hi;. famil·, tc, I,:,1.,.1?., ar.j :r [:-'=':'='mb'='r ,:·+ 
th-: ; . .;1JT1e :-,'ea.r· the>· rr1::, 1.,.1ed to H.3.rr·i :-on ::-:,., Mi :: .. :tu:-·i ~ v-.lf-1':'r·e- bE· ~-:..:~:r;­

aso?~ 85 ac~es of land with improvements~ ~onsisting oi a good houEe 
2,nc c:t;!'",er· t,uil::!ir,gs. The house b•Jr-nl?d dc,1,.,1r: befo:-·e t"P? mc••-•e-= ir;":,: i ": 
a~= n'=' pu~ up a log cabin, which served him aE ~ ho~~e ~or m~nY ye:-rs. 

!n August 1866, the wife died, l'='aving her husbano and small child­
ren, John H. Hale, Alonzo W. Hal'=', Mary A. Hale, and Martha E, Ha?e, 
their other three children having died in infancy. In the Year 1867 1 

Mr. Hal~ was united in marriage with Miss Nancy Hobbs, (F. I. Hale 
died in 1913. As the remainder of the account does not pertain to the 
Coffey family it is not included here.) 

F i n di n gs on EL I ZABETH COFFEY REEDY 

Elizabeth was born about 1839. She was listed in the 1850 census as 
age 11 and in the 1860 census-the Coffey household included Delilah, 
age 57; Elizabeth, 21; Robert, 18; and Lewis Martin, 15. Judged by the 
pr·ecedents set by her mother a.nd sister:-, Elizabeth t1..1~.=- r..•Jel 1 ir,to the 
spinster category at 21. Her brothers James, John, and Moses 1 ived 
nearby as did sister Nancy Jones. Philip was on the western frontier 
in Nebraska Territory with his new bride. 
In April of 1863 Robert was a two year veteran in the 27th Ind. Re9t. 

C>e!ilah(Jr.) and Poll>' v.,ere farmer ✓ =- v.ih)e:- 1 i•,1in9 in Mi:-souri, El i::cr.­
beth, now age 24, married James Reedy,then. There must have been some 
flaw in the marriage, for on May 12, 1863 the Morgan County Civil 
Cour·t granted '-lames a divorce from Elizabeth, 1J..•hc, did not .;1.ppe-~r ir; 
court to contest the action. That same May James again came to court 
t~ request dismissal of the divorce case, It is puzzling as to how a 
1ormer decision could be dismissed. The mystery continues with th'=' 
death of Elizabeth later in 1863. Ranous 8aker, a young neighbor:ng 
fa~mer be::ame the administrator of the estate. Th'='re was a sale of her 
personal goods including a bed and bedding, some dishes and cookwaro?, 
and l iuestock. The proceeds amounted to S70.00. Some of our questions: 
l. t•J!":}· ::.:E--s 8al-~e,r· named a.dmi n i strator i n:te.:1.d of c:,r,e of Elizabeth···= 

~Ider brother·s? 
2. !,..li"t;,' -:ii :1 Eli :z:c.beth owr, horJs-eho1 d goc,ds a.nd 1 i •.Je:t,:,c:k s.i n-: ... :-he Pro?­

sumab! y 1 ived with her mother? 
3. Did she ever I iue with her husband? 
The :le~Ks of~ice re:ords the marr:age of James R'='edy ~nd Susan Lowe 
:n 1865. In th'=' 1880 ::ensus Susan ReedY is shown as a head of house­
hold with minor children. James Coffey in his 1 istino of th'=' fami1y 
mentions only that in 1887 both Elizabeth and James Ree~y are d~ad. 



.. -.. .::.-. 

RoDe~: Washington Coffey was born Au; 2, 1841 
W~ wcu:~ assume his boyhood was the usual for tha~ er~. except he wes 
~.di t:-,J:11Jt ·='· f.:-.the:-- be+c,r·er the -:t.ge- c•-f thr·~e. E:r•c.ther· !'1c•s.e-·:. =--~.id he v .. 1.c1.·:. 

the support of the family after 1944, but we suspect that James and 
,J c1 h r; • v . .1 h ::! ~ i • .. ' -:, !j r. r:, a. r· b , .. , ..:-. l s c, h e, 1 ~• a? d . ! r: ~: e, p t -= rn ::re :-· ::: 7 1 :3 6 1 t h '=' :2 7 t h 
Re;imen~ of Indiana Volunteers was formed at !ndianapol is wr th ~ober~ 
-E<.nC! mar;'-' c,f the- Mor-gan Count)' bc,ys. enl i s.ted. t:•ur· i n9 l t·=· tr1r·-=-o? '.°"'='=·r·=· c:,-f 
service it was first attached to Banks; 5th Corps, then late~ to the 
A,·my o-f th>? Pc,toma.c, and fina.11>· to t:-1e Ar·m:, c:,-f the- Cwnber•; . .,_:--1d. It 
camped at Fred~ficK, Maryland unti 1 March of !862 when it had its 
first enemy contact 1n a skirmish at Smi thfie!d. Virginia. Thi5 was 
i,::1 }01_,._10:--::: b::,' 27 c,ther· er1ga.gements ir,ciu,:lirr,; m-9.,:,:,r· b-:1.ttli?s- -:i.t ,::.:,r:tietem, 
Cnancellorsvi lie, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Peacntree Creek, and 
Gettysburg. The regiment went into its winter quarters at Tullahoma. 
Tennessee in the fall of 1863 and during this idleness Robert used his 
,i?E<.~-'e -cc r·eturn home arid marr::,- Margret Adeline E:J.:i.ir· =,n Ma.r·, 17, 1E:t,4, 

Returning to his unit Robert found it was now under General Joe 
Hooker and Just entering the Atlanta campaign. In September of 1864 
en1 istments of the or·iginal r·ecr1Ji ts expir·ed. ~;c,me, including Bot, -:i.nd 
nephew, John Taylor Coffey~ Joined the 70th Indiana Regiment for Sher­
ma.n ✓ s march to the sea. The-y then turned nor·th thr·o•Jgh th .... Caro1 ina.s 
and at long last the war ended. After the Grand Review in Washington 
Bob returned home. Arriving in Morgan County he discovered that his 
wife's brothers had moved to Illinois, and they advised Bob to do the 
same. In the spring of 1866 Robert and Margret settled in Cumberland 
County Illinois. Here they lived as a farm family and raised their 
five children. Mar-gret died in 1900 and Robert in 1918. 
<Compiled from a History of Cumber-land co·. Illinois and v-i.rious ac­
counts of units in the Civi 1 War). 

MOSES TURPIN COFFEY was satisfied to spend most of his 1 ife within a 
mile or two of his birthplace. One exception was when at the age of 33 
he enl ~sted in the 148th Indiana Regiment. Their principle assignment 
was the occupation of recently captured Nashville, Tennessee while the 
brunt of the war moved to other campaigns. The 148th was organized in 
February 1865 and mustered out in September 1865. 

LEW IS COFFEY AMD THE EVEI-..J I NG NEv-1S 

<Here the landmarks of Lewis Coffey 1 s life are merged with the current 
events of that time. Had there been an electronic media then, these 
wou1d l ikel,' have beer, the prominer,t stories). 

1796 John Adams succeeds Washington as President of the U.S. 
1798 Lewis Coffey is born in Stokes Co. North Carolina. 

U, S. is involved in naval warfare with France. 
1799 George Washington dies on December 14. 
1800 Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr tied in the pr~sidential 

e i e c t i c,n . 
1801 Thc,rr. .... -:. ,Jeffer·son elected Pres-i dent t:,y Cor:gr·es.s .. Tr· i pcrl i de-::l ar·'='-=· 

v,1.:,:--on the LI. S. 
1802 The Military Acadamy at West Point is opened. 

De: i1a.h Turpin is. bor·n ir1 Ker:tud~y. 
1803 Louisiana Purchase completed with Napolean, giving the U. S. the 

Mis.s.is.sippi River and doubling the ld.nd ao.r·ea. Cos.t: ·$-15,000,000. 



~ 

~ 

1804 T~o~aE J~~~erso~ ~eelected. 
~ 1 '=" .; .. -:4. n o i:- r· ;.; -~.rn ; : ~ ::, :--: ~ , ;, : i ;--1 ~ u ,:: : , ..... : : ~ :-i ~ = ~ :: r, ::'. i.J !"'· r· . 

! ·=:o (! -1 E: .:· :..el,.,!: : c.c:f "t t: > rr:c:• .. 1 t;' ;. t =: ~<-=-r. tu·= k ·_P· • 

1:=:o~: .J;1.rr,i:-: r·-·1,cr.uisc,r: e-~4?;:~eo Pr·i:i·:.I0,;r~: .s,.4:"t-?~ -.7-=..:.~.;.!'"·:.c•r, -~.no ry~ 1: 1r;r·,:•'=' 1.,Jitr:­

c~aw as candidates. 
1 ~; G ·;• !'4 t:: r ='· r; .:e.rr: ~ :-; .: c, t r: ; ;. !:1 or· r, , n r; .. e r, t u :: k ·, • . 
18!0 8r'. ~-~~ ~lo:~ad~ New \ork and 1mDre~s ~m~ri~~~ searne~. 

Madison orders occupation oi western Florlda as oa~~ of ~ou:s­
i a.r. e c:•1.J r·c:-,.:1. s-1:, 

1 :3 ! 1 Ger r, '= r :'. 1 1 .. d ; .. 1 1 i .s..rrz He, rt r· ..,, :-l.;1.:---r· i :.c,:-: 1 9c,u er rl c,r i:1 f I rt d ~ ~r, .?. T '=' ,... r· 1 t ,:·r· • .... 
1 i:- e • .. ! ~: the- c .a-.p i t c• 1 cl 't 1 .. ..1 i n !: en rr '=' :. t !:: t:,: ~ t ·: ~ ~ ~; i:- 1 n = : ·=' r : r= : '='.;. , 

7i:-·:~..:rri:er. or; the :1~•~•-:-.:ar.c•':' F:iu':'r· r,i:-:-.- :....:--f.~.• ... •-:-4:':;i. :~~= :.:--.:-., 
lS:12 I,-J~.; 1s de,:la.r·ed c,r1 Gr·e.a.t Br·i t.:-.ir1, 
1:;:1~-18!S The fJ. 8 .. :i.:ta.cV.: C:a.n.:t.d~ .. E:r-:t~:r· :-: 1 .1;_je- .?.nj =:?.;r·n !.-!:i.:hrr:·;:~•:,n 

D. C. Ha~rison of Indian? and James Winc~es~e~ of ~ent~ctv ca~t'.e 
8r1t:sh and Indians at D~troit. Anay Ja~kson oi T~nnes~ee w1 tn 
General John Coffee and his "T~nnessee Dirtv Shirts" □e~eat t~e 
British in the Battle of New Orleans. 
Pe~:e treaty 1s signed at Ghent, Belgium ending the war. 

1816 Indiana admitted as the 19th state. 
James Monroe elected President. 

!818 Andrew Ja:Kson engages in "Seminole Wars" in eastern Florida, 
Lewis Coffey and Delilah Turpin are married. 

1819 Florida ci:ded to the U. s. by Spain. Financial panic caused by 
western land speculation, failure of the U. S, BanK, and lo:s of 
foreign marl<ets. 

1820 
1822 

1823 

1S24 

1826 

1827 
1828 

1831 

,. r,-,-, 
1 -=--=•..:. 

1 E:~:4 
1 0-~·.;;. ... _. ._ . ._. 

18~:·~· 
1 Et40 

1841 

!844 

Nancy Coffey is born in Kentucky. 
Monroe reelected unapposed. 
Construction of the National Road is halted at Wheeling by de­
pression and presidential veto. 
James Wilson Coffey is born in Kentucky. 
Russia claims the Pacific Coast of North America including Alaska 
and Oregon Territory. Monroe Doctrine is forwarded. 
Andrew Jackson receives plurality but net ~ majority of the vote. 
Runoff in congress gives John Quincy Adams the presidency. 
Mary Ann <Polly) Coffey is born in Kentucky. 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams both die on July 4th, 
Bettie Coffey is born and dies in Kentucky (unproven). 
Lewis Coffey moves his family tc, Indian~ .. 
Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun elected to office. 
John L, Coffey is born in Indiana. 
Magdel in Turpin Cur,diff (Deli l.:i.h'·= mother·) moves tc, India.n ..... 
Moses Turpin Coffey is born in Indiana, 
Democratic party is formed. JacKson is reelected, president; 
f·1~.rtin Ua.n 8ur·en, vice pr-e-sident. 
Phi: !p 8, Cc,ffey is borr, in Ind1an~ .. 
Martin Van Buren elected.Re-public of Texas is formed and the 
Battle of the Alamo is fought. 
Ma.9:!el i r, C•Jndi ff di es e'.nd !)el i 1 ai.h Coffey i -=· borr, in Ir,ci a-.n-:i., 
El i:2.beth Coffe:>' is born ir, Indiar1a .. 
H~.r·ris.on and TYler elected ir, larid:-1 ide, c,uer· t.).a.n Buren -:".nd 
Richard M. Johnson. 
Harrison dies after 31 days in office. 
Robert Washington Coffey is born. 
James Polk elected. 
Lewis Martin Coffey is born in Indiana. 
Lewis M. Coffey dies at age 45. 



C~ild !. Nancy (1819-19??' married Rober~ Jene~ .1810-18??} 
7heir ::t1i ldre-n: 
1, Male ~hild (1824/40-????) 
2. Mar~· J. (1843-??~ 
.:.• . r--~~.r. C ,· C • 
4, C,;1 ther· i r1e 
~- Eliz~. M, 
-·. J~.me = 

(1847-??) 
( 1849-?? > 

._- :_• . . = . . r;. r, 

1 l . [;-:'_, . .,: ·= 
! ~ . t•J : 1 : ; arr, 

Child 2. James Wilson (1822-1887) mar~ie= Lcui s~ No~man \1826-~?) 
"".""ht?ir children: 

Chi Id 

!. Lemuel Lewis (1844-1936) 
2. John TaYlor (1847-1926) 
3. 8er1..i. Fr·ank i in ( 1849-1 '7'28> 
~. James Norman (1854-????~ 

3. Mary Ann (Polly) (1824-1876) 
Tr,eir children: 
1. Catherine 
2. Nanc>' A. 
3. ,John L. 
4. Phi 1 i p 
5. Christopher 
6. Del i l ah 

( 1843-????) 

( 1849-????) 
( 1851-????) 
(1852-1940) 
( 1855-????) 

5 . .J ::, s -=' p :-i :.... .:-. n e 

•• • 1 •• ) ~ : t i:,r· Hu gc, 

7 . kl i l 1 i ~.m 
8 ... J.~.cot, 
$'. Ge or· ge 
1 O. Jame~-
11 . Mar i et ta 

< 1859-'?'??~·) 
( 18t,2-?··?'?'?) 
( 1866-~'?-"?""?) 
-: 1 a-:.~·-'7-·?·??) 

Ch i 1 d 4 . Bet t i e (1826-1826 estimated) 

Child 5. John L. (1828-1910) married Celia Jane Norman (1833-????) 

Chi 1 d 

The i r ch i l dr en : 
1. Emory 
2 . ~,J i l l i am 
3. I sabe 11 a 
4. <Elanor/Ellen) 
5. ,Jc,seph D. 
6. <James/Chambers) 

(1851-????) 
(1852-1883) 
(1855-????) 
( 1 857-????) 
(1859-????) 
(1861-????) 

7. Lewis 
8. Hugh 
9. Sarah 
10.Emma 
11.Melbourne F. 
12,13 Unknown 

(1863-????) 
(1864-???'?) 
( 1 ~:6:::-??''??) 
( 1871- .. ???~•) 
( 1876-1 $'e,O > 

6. Moses Turpin (1831-1912) married Lucinda Re,nner ( 1 8~:4-1 91 0 > 
Their children: 
1, George w. 
2. Mary Jane 
3 .. John D. 
4. Ph i l i p Lewi =· 

< 1854-1 $'13) 
(1856-1935) 
(1859-1912) 
(1861-1935) 

5. E:a.r ba.r· a. 
6. El iz-c1. Kather-ine 
7. Martha (Nellie) 
~:. t.Ji 11 i amaJi l lie-) 

(18C,3-1914) 
( i 866-1 92:::) 
( 18,59-1 '?51, 
( 1 :::73-1943) 

Child 7. Phi I ip B. (!834-??) married Anne Shellers Benjamin (1835-??J 
The-ir childr·en: 
! . Sar·~.h 
==:. Mary 
2. (Hattie/Harry) 

(1860-????) 4. Nora 
<1862-????> 5. Gabrielle 
(1869-?'???) 

( 1 e:71 -r·r··?~· > 
( 187~,-??·?·?> 

Chi 1 d E:. De 1 i 1 ah < 1836-l 8.: .. £) marr· i s-d Francis I. H.:1.l e ( 1827-1,:•13) 
Their childri?n: 
1. Mar;.· A. 
2. H 1 or1z o W. 
::: . ,Johr1 H. 

(1856-????) 4. Francis W. 
(1858-????) 5. Martha E. 
(1861-????) 6,7 (di~d as infants) 



:nild ~ El izabetn (1839-1863) mar~ied 0am•e Reedv 
No ~nown children 

C~i ld !O. Rob~rt Washington (1841-1918) me. Margret A. 21a!~ 

Their· cf-. i 1 dren: 
1 . :::;amu~ l 
2 . P .ar-Ker· 

( 186,=.-???? ,I 

( 1 8,:::,8-1 880) 
2. Lewis AleHander(187O-????) 

Child 11, ~ewi~_Martin (1844-????> 

4. •:•e.:::.c1.r 
5. M-=-.r·gret A, 

Nothing known after age 15 ~xcept he dled before :987. 

PLEASE USE THE REMAJl-,JING SPACE FOR YT1Uf;: OWN NC!TE·:· 



1 .~ .. 

l•.1e -?,p ,:, i i g: = e for· s.ome of the i n comp I et e ,j~. t -='·. i.-.JE-:-; ~-,., e =·'=en :.ome 
cases where people have worKed for years en their family story 
wj th tne ide~ of publ ishinQ a booK when it was comp?ete. As 
thi: t:, .. :::,'=' of pr·c:ject i:- a.\most ne•v•er 0 ,:c,mplete" the tr;form,.,-:,cm 

v., -:4. ·=· r, '=' •.} '=' r· t• u t: 1 ! =· h e d -~. n d f or· e v '=' r· 1 c, :. t . t ... ! e a. r· e- t ;· ~p .. i ri :;i t =• ='· , . .,t c· ! ~ 
this by distriouting the story es widely as possible! and so­
~ i c i t i r: g part i c i p ·='· t i c,n b>' &. l 1 i n t er· e ·=-t e d p e :-· ~-c•n =·. 

Th e :-· e -?. r· e m ~-n y • more i n t e r o? =· t i n g s t c, r· i e-·=· t o t '=' l l tr, ·='· t d c, n ,::, t 
aooear ·n this pamphlet: 

A complete ~ccount of 
Indiana Regiment of the 

the service and batt'es of the 
Mexican War 1847/8 15 available. 

Cof~ev serued in this unit. 

4th 

A grandson of John L. received the Andrew Carnegie Heroes 
medal after he died saving a drowning friend in 1910. 

A granddaughter of Moses T. was a 1 ifelong teacher and in­
strumental in formulating remedial reading methods in the Kan­
sas educational systems. 

We're sure there are others. 

A great deal more is Known about many families down to present 
generations. As of 1983 we know of at least one 1 iuing descend­
ent of Robert W. and also one of Delilah <Coffe>·> Hale,.s .family. 
Nothing is known of living members of the Philip B. or the Lewis 
Martin Coffey families. Grandsons of ,Jc,hr, L. visited 11.iith :-ome 
of the Moses T. family in the 1930,.s. All tha.t the latter· cc,uld 
reca.11 v..1a.:-tha.t a Rus.sell and Ell is Cc,ffey c:la.imed that they 
were cousins from Chicago. If Russell and Ell is are alive today 
they are in their 90's. 

This paper was prepared on a computer file and copies are avail­
able on request at the cost o.f printing and mailing. We hope 
that our· hundreds of cousins will all get to :-ee the stor·y &.nd 
heip fill in the blanks that still exist. 

Leonard N. Coffey 

1983 



865 East Silver 
Tucson, Arizona 

85719 

21 April 1991 

Donna Coffey 
38 Outer Drive 
Martinsville, Indiana 

46151 

Dear Donna: 

/
\J y· co 

----------------

Yes, I am glad to reoort that I have a copy of Leonard's 
Lewis Coffey Story and am glad that I could make a copy 
for you as well as for Bonnie Culley. Your copy is enclosed 
and I am mailing the other copy to Bonnie. Also, I am giving 
a cony to my friend Ted Turpin, here in Tucson. He may be on 
the family tree, tOOo 

family 
It occurs to me that as members of the Lewis Coffey/branched 
out into other midwestern states from Indiana to Illinois, 
Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas their stories could be written 
for the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse. I will endeavor to 
submit the story about the Iowa branch and the sub-branch 
that went to Oregon from Iowa. 

It was good hearing from you. Increasingly I value Leonard 
Coffey's interest in family history and am grateful that he 
started the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse and the annual 
Coffee/Coffey Conventions. 

We would love to be attending this year, especially in Boone, 
North Carolina, but I am still recuperating from a heart attack 
and quadruple by-pass surgery. I still have six more weeks of 
cardiac rehabilitation at the hospital. I am doing fine and am 
off all medication except one baby aspirin a day. 

We are planning to go back to our granddaughter's graduation 
from Ellsworth, Maine, High School on June 7thQ 

Along with the copy of Leonard's Lewis Coffey Story, I am 
mailing a copy of this letter to Bonnie. 

B_:ss}sends her 

Fran Coffey 
....f-r/L~ r 

best along with mine. 



INDIANA 

HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 
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1884 

MOSES T. COFFEY 

MOSES T. COFFEY, stock-raiser and farmer, is a native of this county, was born 
May 24, 1831, and is the fifth of the ten children of Lewis and Delilah (Turpin) 
Coffey, natives of Kentucky, and respectively of English and Irish descent. 
Lewis Coffey emigrated to this county in 1828: entered land, which he afterward 
cleared and sold, then engaged in flat-boating to New Orleans and died in the 
spring of 1844. Moses was reared on the paternal farm, and received the 
rudiments of an education from subscription schools. After the death of his 
father, the care of the family descended upon him, and to which he gave the 
wages earned by monthly labor: yet now, as a result of his economy and 
application, he owns a good farm of fifty acres, containing stock, and being 
generally well improved. March 11, 1852, he married Miss Lucinda Renner, a 
native of Ohio, born March 24, 1834, a union which has been prolific in thirteen 
children, only eight of whom received names -- George w., Mary J., John D., 
p.!plip L., Barbara A., Eliza c., Martha P. and William T. Mr. Coffey is a 
r~~ical and active Democrat, by which party he was elected Justice of the Peace 
in 1874, for a term of four years. He is a liberal gentleman and his wife is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 




