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THREE COFFEES PROM TEXAS 

Rich, Holland and John Trousdale 

Although they left their indelible footprints on Texas history, 
none of these three were native born Texans. All three were 
probably related through familial connections. It is fairly well 
documented that Holland and John Trousdale were definitely of the 
same family. As far as this researcher is concerned, the 
documentation that Rich is of the same family is very "iffy". 
The "correct" spelling of the name of each of these pioneers, is 
probably "Coffee". This too, is open to debate. It can be 
"proven" that either spelling is correct. There is no original 
research in this collection, nor are any arguments made as to the 
validity of any materials included. A full name Index including 
all family names, counties mentioned and city or village names is 
included. 

Printed 1993 

by 

Gene Brewington 
4728 NW 59 Terr. 

Oklahoma City, OK 
73122-7512 
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RICH COFFEY 
The ·rexas Freemason, Nov. 1971 
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Rich Coffey of the Concho· 
• DONAVON DoNcAN TJDWEI.L . • 

Charter Member, Past Master and Fellow in Maaon(c:-. 
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THE TEXAS FRE£MASON-N9VEMBER, 1971 ~ \ . . . . . . .. 

Rich Coffey was the first-per~_., 
manent white .settler of the lower .. 
Concho country of West Tens . ·: 
and many are the stories still re-:~ 
lated of him and bis' ~oits?~ 
When old-timers of Co)~-:·~: 
Concho, McCulloch, Runnels, and: { 
Tom Green Counties gather and .. 
begin reminiscing, invariably. the 
name of "Uncle Rich,. Coffey will • 
be mentioned and a number of 
stories will follow. Many·of these: 
are pure fabrications, and toQ. • 
often not representative of the 
kind of man Rich Coffey ·was.·· 
Others are exaggerated versions 
of actual events. AJI of these h~ve 
helped to make Rich Coffey a 
legendary figure of the frontier 
and have aided in creating and 
perpetuating a false image of this 
famous old frontiersman. It is the 
intention of this paper to aid in 
rescuing the real Rich Coffey for 
posterity. 

Rich Coffey was a.strong man 
not quite six feet tall but. weigh: 
ing more than two hundred 
pounds and with an unusually 
thiclc chest and shoulders. An 
ex~ggerat!d statement that he 
weighed about 300 pounds" is 

~:-.:~.-... 
,_ .... t ·,. 

: --~ • 
.: :--·. 

denied by his descendants. His 
dress during the period of the 
Civil War. and just following was 
picture~que indeed with a buffalo 
robe and cape• to pull over bis 
head with the buffalo tail attached 
for decoration; 

A smaJl congregation in a little 
log church near Dublin, Texas in 
the early seventies was startled by 
the sudden a_ppearance of a large 
man dressed .in bearskins. His 
long uncut hair and his bearskin 
clothes made him look more like 
a bear than a human being. The 

. church service was in progress 
••°!. • and the stranger found a seat and 

listened intently _to-the' sermon. 
As the message proceeded the 
visitor was visibly touched and 
tears Bowed down his cheeks. Be
fore the sermon was over bis huge 
shoulders began· to shake and 
finally he gave vent to audible 
sobs. Following the benediction 
the stranger made himself known 
to Rev. John B .. Northcutt, the 
minister. It was Rich Cofrey from 
the Concho, who as a ~- in ,. 
Georgia had known John B. • 
Nortlicutt but bad not seen or 
beard of him for many: long yeas. 
While passing through the Dub
lin vicinity onhis way to Weather-

• ford he had beard of a Ba~ 
minister named Northcutt and 
had turned aside to leam if this 
could be his old Georgia neighbor. 

Richard Coffey was a native .of 
Georgia, where he was born Feb
ruary 14, 1823. Here lie grew: to 
manhood and married Miss Sallie 
Greathouse on October 5, .1849. 
About 1855 they moved to Tens. 
settling in Parker Coun~: Here 
their first son, John Wriglit Coffey, 
was born on June 21, 1856. Two· 
daughters had already been bom 
to them. Rich Coffey eni~ged in 
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THE TEXAS FREEMASON-NOVEMBER, 1971 

maining out of sight Here he re
mained throughout the afternoon. 

In the meantime the Indians 
closed in on John Coffey and 
seized his horse but he quickly 
sprang from the saddle into a wil
low grove. The Indians fearing 
his gun temporarily retired and 
John sought a hiding place along 
the creek. "In the shelter· of the 
)ow bank he crept up the creek to 
a place where ~o trees grew on 
the bank and where water had cut 
away• the dirt from their roots.• 
Pulling some boulders around the 
roots for protection, he slipped be
hind the rocks and roots into. the 
hollowed out hole in the bank.· 
•ouring the ensuing hour John 
heard another ·cowboy up a fork 
of the creek, shooting and yelling 
like mad. The cowboy, Lapoleon 
Lemmons, was killed and scalped· 
and his mutilated body was found 
later lying against a tree: 

Eventually thirst drove John 
Coffey from his hiding place but. 
the Indians quickly forced him 
back without tlie craved water. 
This continued throughout the 
afternoon. . ." .. 

When the attaclc ·occurred Nip 
Hammond fled to the ranch p\lJ'• • 
sued by thirty warriors. He suc
ceeded in reaching the Coffey 
ranch and late in the afternoon re
turned with assistance, expecting 
to find all of them. dead. Fortu
nately all oI the cowboys had 
escaped, save Dan Arnold and La-
_ poleon Lemmons, whose muti
lated bodies ._,.,~re giv~n ~urial. 

··They were only eighJeen years of· 
age and had .run away from th~ 
homes· in Williamson County just 
three weeks before.. . • . . _ 

The Indians departed with the 
entire herd of cattle and all horses 
in the remuda save two. A few 
months later on Christmas Day, 
the Coffeys watched·belplessly as· 
the Indians rounded up the re
maining cows .and horses and 
drove them away. All that Rich 
Coffey had worked so hard for 
during nine dilBcult years was 
gone. With~ut a word of self-pity 
he set to work to recu~rate his 
financial losses and while he never 
became a wealthy man, he was 
able to live his last years in com
•fort. His strenJtth of character was 
demonstrated by the fact that "'he 
was never despondent over any 
reverse that came to him: •in ev
ery turn of life, whether fraught 
with danger, seasoned with ad-

?age 4 
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THE TEXAS .fRWMSON-NOVEMIIER. 197t • 

1,E'.~ Concho they saw what ap-. •. 
; ,: to be an Indian party __ ~.-. 

~ ~~~~-4f·: ~~---: 
s~~ d The to stop; we a to go on. . In- .. 
mass looked like about tweo:~t 
dians and the boys .w~!_.,_:;;.~: 
ened in the extreme. . ~a--
had ,•ery keen sight and he con
cluded it was not Indians but the 
three cowboys were unconvinced. 
Preparations were made for a bat-: 
tle and Goodnight instructed the, 
men . carefully as to their plans. 
When they finally met the s!Z'ange 
party imagine their sl!Jl)nse t_o 
Bnd that it was Rich Coffey on his 
way to the salt Jakes with .. a wag
onload of the bigg~t watermelons 
you 'most ever saw.'" For hvo or 
three hours they sat in the shade 
of one of Coffey's wagons and ate 
cold watermelon and Jong after
ward Goodnight declared .. that 
watermelons never tasted as good 
to me as th~t day." 

Rich Coffey frequently . met 
with Mexicans from Chihuahua 
at the salt Jakes and was hauling 
the load of melons to barter with 
them. However, he failed to make 
connections with them on this oc
casion, so he buried his melons in 
the sand, and returned with his 
wagons loaded with salt. 

In early February, 1867, a small 
party of gold-seekers, under the 
leadership of Jacob Schnively and 
William C. Dalrymple, was at
tacked by Indians in the Concho 
country. All of their horses were 
captured or .. killed, leaving the 
party stranded. some wounded 
and all without food. Two of the 
party pressed.on ahead to seek re
lief at the Tankersley Ranch on 
Dove Creek "'but when nearing 
the ranch they came upon old 
Rich Coffey and a party of men 
and wagons enroute to the salt 
Jakes on the plains where they ex
pected to procure supplies of salt .. 
Uncle Rich generously shared his 
supplies with them and thus ren
dered timely assistance to a group 
in dire need. Many a needy trav
eler, like the members of the ill
fated Schnively Expedition. .exJ?&' 
rienced the generous hospitality 
of this rugged old Good .. Samari
tan of the frontier. . , . . . 

In 1873 the New York Clippa 
ran a story concerning Rich Cof
fey as related ~y Colonel .L~ 
Ginger. Col. Gmger,and his Pio
neer Minstrels stopped at the Cof
fey Ranch on their way to Fort 
Concho. Uncle Rich invited them 

, ~··-- __ ., .1 

to stay a re\_V cays ana ~ey ac
cepted the invitation. The Colo
nel refers to the rancli buildings 
at the mouth .of the Concho ~ 
"heavily stockaded on all sides. • 
Uncle Rich . and the Colonel. • 
walked up the Colorado River a. 
short ways late one afternoon to 
fish for channel cat. They took 
along a demijohn of brandy. as 
an .. anti-snake-bite remedy: As 
darkness fell and a beautiful moon 
arose the channel catfish were bit
ing nicely. However, the Colonel 
was much more interested in Joos .. 
ening Uncle Rich's tongue in re
gard to his frontier experiences. 
After some sampling of the bran
dy Uncle Ric~ began telling _bis 
frontier expenences. ~e was J1;1sf 
telling of his first encounter Wl~ 
the Comanches when an owl hoot
ed up the river on the side' they 

• were on and was answered by one 
on the'-opposite side.. Uncle. Rich
said: .. $on. did you hear them?" 
The Colopel rep_!ied. ~o • you 
mean the owls?" Son, diem s DO 

owls .• They're lnjuns. Let's slce
daddle." The Colonel wanted to 
get the Ssh staked to the bank but 
Uncle Rich said, "'To H- withJ~1e 
&Ji. Come on. we"D get . out 
o'bere." .· 

They set ·out for the ranch OD • 
the run. About a quarter of a mile 
from the ranch tliey had to ~ 
through an open space where the 
moonlight made it almost as 1iidrt 
as day. An arrow whizzed Le. 
hveeri Uncle Rich and the Colonel 
and they made the final sprint 
with a burst of ~eed. arriving 
safely at the_ranch-liouse. 

On one occasion Rich Coffey 
was giving his com the last plow:
ing of the year. The mule he was 
driving suddenly caught the smell 
of Indians and ran away, leaving 
Uncle Rich in the com field un
aware of the presence of the In
dians .. His. good wife saw the 
mule running to the house and 
caught sight of the Indians. About 
this time Uncle Rich discovered 

r:)he presence of the -~ndians and . 
set -out on a· dead run for the 
ranch. As he raced. •pursued by 
the Indians, his wife shouted ex
citedlr., "Run, :Rich, run!'" With ·a 
final burst of speed he reached the 
ranch ahead of the Comanches. 
When he had regained his breath 
sufficiently to speak he said to his 
wife, .. Sweet, you didn"t think 
I would lay down on a race like 
that, did you?" . 

In spite of his love for people 
and his big-hearted hospitality, 
Rich Coffey was a genuine fro'!-
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tiersman and wanted plenty of el
bow-room. The thought of n~ 
neighbors irked him. As . he ex~ -'. 
pressed it, he didnt want to hem: , 
pis neighbor•s rooster ~ow, espe
cially to the west of him. He re- . 
sided thirty miles from Coleman • 
and while on his way there discov--
ered that some nester bad moved 
in about half W_!L set up his·tent 
for living quarters and built stock 
~- .Vexed by the· intrusion,· 
as he considered it, Uncle Rich· 
asked the County Judge '!hat. 
could be done to have the man· 
moved off the range. The Judge_ . 
informed him that no legal action
could be taken and s.uggested ·he 
should be glad to have a neighbor. 
Uncle Rich grumblingly asserted 
that he liked neighbors but •not 
in his front yam.• 

Rich Coffey had a keen sense 
of humor and loved a good joke. 
A Texas new-comer in conversa-• 
tion \\ith Uncle Rich for the first 
time commented that it looked 
like rain as it had been cloudy for 
hvo or three days. "That doesn•t 
mean a thing, .. Uncle Rich drily 
replied. .. I have seen it cloudy for 
six months and it didn•t rain." 

In the early 1890's interest in oil 
was aroused in connection with 
the oil discoveries at Brownwood. 
An oil promoter met with a group 
of Uncle Rich's neighbors at a 
school house, proposing that they 
group together and Jinance a test 
well. Uncle Rich was not satis6ed 
and motioned for his good friend, 
01 Gann, to follow him outside. 
After several questions in regard 
to the proposals Uncle Rich final. 
ly asked, •01, how deep does that 
f e1ler plan to go?" "'Oh, possibly 
as much as five· or six hundred 
feet,.. Gann replied. •shucks! 
He won't find no oil rve seen 
cracks in the ground deeper than 
that in dry weather.• 

In his early years in the area. he 
was called for jury service at 
Brownwood, filly miles away. He 
.asked to be excused and the Judge 
inquired as to his reason. He re
plied that he wanted to be with 
his wife. The Judge. diss.atisfied 
with the reply, pushed the inquiry 
further as to just why he wanted 
to be with his wife. Uncle Rich 
replied, "It's the light of the moon 
and we are expecting an Indian 
raid. I would just kinda like to be 

with my wife when the Indians 
come." The Judge granted his re-

. quest. . . . . . . ' .. 
Rich Coffey was a member of 

the first grand jury in Coleman • 
County. In his instructions to the 
v.and jury, the Judge told them 
to bill every gun•toter. • .After be

ing in session two or three daj'S • 
two newcomers on the grand jury 
asked about the •gun-taters,• stat
ing they knew of many such cases. 
There was an ominous silence, 
since most of the citizens canied 
guns at that time. Fi~y. after
considerable thought, Uncle Ricli 
was equal to the occasion and 
said, •centlemen of the '"jury, I. 
make a move .that every man on 
this jury that has a gun under his 
coat or in his boot leg, come for.: 
ward and stack· it on the table .. 
Here is mine.~ This hn>µgbt {Qrth -
a hearty, laugh and a count re
vealed the fa~ that half the~ 
jurymen were carryin_g guns. Tms 
settled the issue and there were. 
no bills agai~t •gtm-toters~ : • . . 

Rich Coffey was' one of the first . 
county commissioners of Coleman 
County and for many· years l,.~f 
taxes in that County, only to -
ly discover that he actually resid
ed in Concho County. A smaD·
comer of Concho County crosses 
the Colorado River and takes in 
a small triangle of land.. Uncle 
Rich actually lived about a bun. 
dred yards west of the Coleman 
County line and about a mile 
south of the Runnels County line; 

Rich Coffey was fifty years of 
age when he petitioned Brown
wood Lodge No. 279 for the Ma- · 
sonic Degrees. The original 
petition is still preserved in the 
Lotlge records and states that he 
had resided on the frontier of Tex
as for eighteen years. The village 
of Brownwood was just beginning 
to grow, after existing more than 
a dozen years and moving three 
times with only a small store, a 
blacksmith shop and an old 
weather-beaten log courthouse. 
Brownwood Lodge met in the sec• 
ond story of the courthouse, gain
ing access to the Lodge room by 
means of a crude ladder. 

Rich Coffey received the First 
Degree on February 14, 1874, his 
.fifty.first birthday. He was passed 
as a Fellowcraft on April 11th and 
raised to the Sublime Degree of 

. a Master Mason on May 9tli of the 
same year. Although he resided 
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fifty miles from Brownwood, he 
was a regular attendant at the 
Lodge meetings. He often arrived 
early and customarily remained • 
over for two or three days t,p wit 
with the Brethren. 

In 1878 Rich Coffey, along with 
seven other Master Masons of 
Brownwood Lodge, became char
ter members of Coleman Lodge 
No. 496. Uncle Rich was a mem
ber of the committee that secured 
the first permanent hall "for the 
Lodge meetings. In 1885 he be
came a charter member of Paint 
Rock Lodge No. 613, where he 
held rnemliership until his 'death.
His picture is on display in the 
Paint Roe~ Lodge room. · 

In 1881 Uncle Rich started 
·a substantial slone house on a 
bluff ·overlooking the :conBu°'ence 
of the Concho and the Colorado 
Rivers. The lumber was hauled 
from Waco with the exception of 
the last load, which was haaled . 
&omBaird..· ... •·. • ...... · .···•.~· ... 

A crossing on the Colorado Biv-. 
er was often referred to as the 
Coffey Crossing and for a nmnber 
of years a small ~office=· 
that area was ofliciaDy . 
Rich Coffee (sic), Tem. .... : .. 

Rich Coffey and his family ~~ 
representative of the courageous. 
pioneers who opened up the. vast· 
areas of West Texas to ~ent· 
settlement The Coffey family' 
consisted of three sons and three. 
daughters. Penola, the oldest-' 
child, born July 15, 1850, married 
Nathaniel Guest. The second • 
daughter, Helen, born April_ !9, . 
1852, married Anderson Gordon. 
The youngest dauditer and 'iifth 
child, Bell~ was l,om July 10, 
1860 and married Bill McAulav .. . Q~· 

The three sons were large men-. 
physically and ~ eowmen. •. 
John Wright Coffey, 1iom June !I, 
1856, resided in Kimble County 
from 1886 until his death in 1934. 
He was a Master Mason of Juno: 
tion City Lodge No. 548. Bill Qi.
fey, bom July 8, 1858, was ail ex
pert roper and a vey strong inan. 
It is said that he could grasp 
a horseshoe in his hands and bend 
it straight! In roping a hone his 
thumb and part of two ling~ 
were tom off. Upon his return. 
home, Uncle Rich, deeply moved, 
said, "'Son, you never can be a Ma
son nowt 

Fogg Cofrcy, the youngest son, 
was born March 6, 1863, and be
came a famous cowman of Texas, 
noted for his clowning and rough 
humor. The extreme crudities and 
roughness of Fogg Coffey have 
doubtless contributed to the 
bJurrcd caricature that so many 
have of Rich Coffey. 

The legend of Rich Coffey has 
·even gone into fiction and a recent 
western story, with a setting in the 
Concho country, uses Rich Coffey 
as a minor character. (Born of 
the Sun, by John H. Culp, pub
lished in 1959 by Ace Boolcs, Inc.} 

·Perhaps· no better tribute can 
be paid this brave old frontiers
man than to use the words of one 
of the early Texans, Creed Tay
lor, who says of him: "I often met 
Mr. Coffey along the bQrder and 
glaclly off er this humble tribute to 
his memory. He was one of the 
bravest of the brave and his hos
pitality was of that olc:t''rexas qual
ity which knew no bounds. He 
was a devoted Freemason and a 
worthy member of the Baptist 
Church for many years prior to his 
death, which occurred at his home 
in Concho County, Feb. 7, 1897." 
The following • day he was given 
a Masonic burial at Paint Rock. 
His Brethren paid tribute to him 
in a memorable Resolution of Re
spect, stating that in the mopping 
of his name from the roll of Paint . 
Rock Lodge No. 613 it symbolized 
.. a part of its history ... The In
dian and Buffalo have gone to the 
'happy hunting grounds'; and ·the 
lowing of the herds are in their 
stead. A city is now Bourisbing • 
where once he hunted game· and 
in all these 'changes of nearly half 
a century, he remained the same, 
with the originality born in him 
with the wit and humor fro~ 
a good heart and genial disposi.: 
tion-'A sturdy pioneer and an • 
honored landmark.• He was like 
the rugged oak braving the fury 
of a thousand storms, but Tune 
the grim destroyer which. ·s:pares 
no living thing touched him and 
he fell. We have feasted at his ta
ble and listened with willing ears 
to rich and varied stories of his 
life; We have hailed him, within 
the portals wherein dwell peace 
and harmony. In ·his grave we · 
cast the Evergreen and we shall·· 
cherish the memory of one who 
loved his fellow men.• . 
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Walter Cann, author of The 
Tread of_ the '4,nghom and many 
other western writings, grew up 
as a neighbor of the Coffeys. He 
reca]ls that a framed certificate on 
the mantel piece over the Brep~ce 
of the Coffey home proclaimed 
the fact that Mrs. Sallie Coley 
was the widow of a Master Ma
son. Mrs. Coffey, who was born 
December 22, 1825, in Decatur 
County, Georgia, ·died· June· 4,· 
1910. Regretfully this paper must 
close with the sad announcement 
that the remains of those noble pi
oneers, Richard and Sallie Coffey, 
rest in unmarked graves at Paint 
Rocle, T~. •• • • • 

(Tbe above article"II lrom Volume m of the 
Tramaniona of Tesas Lode• of llunn:Ja uMl 
fs used ~ pamission. The numcroul aoura, 
citations tiave beesa omitted.) 
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the quality of the Picture. It is 
'11he original hangs in the Masonic 

(Gene Brewington) 

. :f.1_,.•::t~~-:·~:--(.:-.. =-··-:· ... : 
. . ...... 
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Source: Into The Setting Sun, History of Coleman County, Texas, by 
Beatrice Grady Gray, c. 1951, Pages JO-J1 

Rich Coffee 
Down in the southw0stern part of the county Rich 

Cofiee suttlcd in 1862, 011 Elm Creek. With Mr. Coffee 
from Pm·lcer County, c:mrn also Bob and Henry Meeks, Bob 
Guest, Uncle Eiliy Gordon, and l\fack l\'IcCarty. A few 
ye:ars fat<.>r Uicy moved 011 into the valley of the Concho and 
t'st.ablished ranch headquarters near its junction with the 
Co~orado. There Uwy built a picket fort, all the houses 
were joined together antl all enclosed by pickets ,made 
from the poles they cut from the river bottom. Many 
:~torics :.re told by the Rangers of the aiu they nev~r failed 
to receive from "Uncle Rich" when in trouble. Mr. Coffee 
had to keep enough men on the ranch at all times to guard 
the stock and l1ouscs. l\Ir. Coffee died in 1897, but his son, 
Fog-g Ccffoc, still lives on the old ranch'near the mouth of 
the Concho, He give:; a fow outstanding events in· the 
t:arly ,Hf e of his father in Coleman County, 

He tells how they had to go t6 the salt ,vtms of West 
'f e,~ns to rrct salt for his cattle nnd made twenty-one trips 
cve1· the trackless desert n disfance of ht least 'two hundred 
miles with ox tenms and hc~v:,-wagons. On almost evcrl' 
:rip wr~e man of the ·partr was killed by Indians and had 
to be bur:ccl in the dc£crt sand. 

:\Irs. Cofiec told how she remembered hearing Aunt 
Sal!ie, mother oi Fogg, tell about how they had to be al
w::ya on the lookout for Indians. She snid that once whcm 
:-:f!' h~1:;timd h:id to be away for n iew days she kept a pot 
·of soap boiling for three clays ready to throw on the In
dians if they c:nme. 

In 1875 the Indians killed Burl Brown, who lived on the 
head of Elm Creek. In 1871, Mr. Coffee lost 1020 head of 
cuttle and 64 snddlc horses, prncticnlly his entire herd, in 
an an clay fight with the Indians. The herd was all round-
ed up and started to market. John, an older son, was in 
churge. They reached the crossing on the river about 
sunrise. ('l'his river crossing is now known as the old 
"Trapp Crossing." The foundation of n building which was -
once the Trapp saloon is still there. Over the hill about a 
mile is the 11Boot Hill Cemetery" where men who died with 
their boots on" were buried. Seventy-five men were 
.,planted" there during the dnys ,vhcn the saloon was 
flourishing on the old cattle trail), and had just gotten the 
cattle strung out to cross when up jumped a large band of 
Indians from the other side of the river and headed 
straight into them, yelling and shooting. Two of the cow
boys, Napoleon Lemons and Dnn Arnold from Bluffton, 
were killed. John Coff~e jumped off his horse and ran and 
hid under a bluff in the bank and was kept there nearly all 
day. Finally; late in the afternoon, he managed to get up 
enough courage to come out and go on home. He met 
some of his family out hunting for him. The Indians got 
entirely away with the herd. 

Page 10 
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Source: San ~elo Standard Times newspaper, San angelo, TA. 
May , 1973. . 

Copied by: Gene Brewington, 4728 NW 5~ Terr., Oklahoma City, OK. 

RICH COFFEY MARKER DEDIC1~TED 
Area Masons Attend Ceremonies 
By: Louise Flanagan, standard-Times Special Jorrespondent 

PAINT ROCK --- Saturday afternoon, a group of area Masons met 
with descendants of the pioneer Coffey family here, and others 
to dedicate the tombstone marking the grave of Rich Coffey, an 
early-day Mason. The crowd was estimated at 160-180. 

Douglas Powell, senior warden, introduced the grand master of 
the Grand Lodge of Texas, Duncan Howard, who was in charge of 
the program. After the invocation, by the Rev. D. D. Tidwell, 
Howard said the Masons had gathered to pay tribute to the 
first white settler of Concho County. • 

He then introduced .Bishop Powell, •. a candid~te +or -the master 
Mason degree and great-great-gran~son of Rich Coffey, and 
other Coffey descendants including rar. and ifirs • .t:skell Powell, 
and her mother, widow of John B. Coffey, grandson of .Rich 
Coffey. 

Other descendants were l,lrs. Ted Bingham of ,vinters, Albert 
V/hetstone of i'i1idland, Charlie H. Walker of Fredericksburg, 
Clabe 1'/alker of Junction, Hollon ·,'ialker of Harper, Charlie R. 
Coffey and his son, Chuck Coffey, both of Marlin, Bmery 
Walker of Junction, Mrs. I·Jlyrtle Neaver of Junction, 1irs. 
Johnny Graham of Kerrville, and li'irs. J. F. Thornton of 
Lafayette, La., who leared her connection with the pioneer 
through Dr. Tidwell. 

After the introduction, Thomas c. Yantis, grand junior warden 
of the State Lodge of Texas read the resolution formed by the 
Paint Rock lodge, which lauded Coffey for being a sturdy 
pioneer. 

Fran_~ Coker, senior deacon of Paint Rock, unveiled the tomb
stone, after which lilrs. Thornton thanked the ..:ilasons on behalf 
of the Coffey family for the tombstone and tbe dedication. 

After the dedication, Bishop ?owell was to receive his master 
;;:ason degree in a ceremony at the Coffey .aa.nch, all that is 
now left of .aich Coffey's original holdings, on the oa.nks of 
the Colorado River at the Coleman-Concho county line. He is 
the son of Ballinger Police Chief and i,!rS. ~skeJ.l .Powell. 

Saturday was a sort of convention day for the region's 
IJasons, beginning with a regional conference in the morning 
for i,lasonic officers from lucal lodges in several surrounding 
districts at the Suez Temple in San Angelo. 

The ceremony at Paint .i.tock followed a noon luncheon at Lowake. 
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The Masons had the idea to 9ut a marker on Coffey's grave 
after a Texas I'llasonic publication published a story about 
his pioneering activities and his ~asonic membership,, 
reporting that the grave was unmarked. 

Coffey was born Feb. 14, 1823, in Georgia. He was married 
there in 1849 to "Aunt ~allie 11 and in 1855, brought his wife 
and two daughters to Parker County, where his eldest son, 
John Wright Coffey was born. 

3ishop Powell said his commitment to becoming a master i1iason 
was spurred by reading of his ancestor. He read that .Rich 
Coffey was one of the first settlers in Runnels County when 
he and a number of cowboys moved to ~lm 0reek in 1862 and 
built Picketville, now the site of a historical marker. The 
place was so named because all the houses were joined to
gether and enclosed by piclcets made with poles cut from the 
river bottom. 

From 1862 on, Coffey and his associatas were instrumental in 
bringing civilization to the area-. now coneisting of· Runnels, 
Coleman, Brown and Concho countie~. Indian raids were 
num.erous, especially in the "light of the moon, 11 a time the 
Comanches chose for pillaging. ~unt Sallie kept a huge pot 
of boiling lye soap to greet the Indians when they called 
without invitation. 

"Uncle Rich's" customary greeting to his guests was 11Get 
down and go to staying. 11 .r:~11 were welcomed at his home, 
stories say, even though he disliked having close neighbors. 
On one occasion so.J.e settlers chose to make their home about 
20 miles from his Concho Jaunt;/ home and Uncle Rich felt they 
had trespassed ·oy moving into i1is "backyard." 

In audition to ranching, his principal occupation after uov
ing to 8oncho County, .i1e had a side business as a freighter. 
I:e made 24 trips to Salt Lakes in Jrane .Jounty for salt for 
Jersonal use and for bar-cer. On 22 of til.ese trips, at least 
one of .his men was killed by Indians. Part of his wares were 
watermelons, which il.e traded to friendly Indians. Once .ae 
fed the watermelons to members of the Goodnight and -'oving 
cattle drive party. 

rte attempted a cattle drive i1iraself and lost all his cettle 
and a good many of his ;1orses, all the products of nine years 
labor, to the Indians. In addition, two of his cowboys, both 
18 yea.rs of age, were killed and mutilated by the Indians. 
nut he began again and became quite prosperous although never 
wealthy. 

He assured one associate that there was no oil in the country 
oeca.use he ilad seen cracks in the ground at least 600 feet 
deep during droughts and found none. 

He became a .... ason in Brownwood at the age of 50, earning three 
ciegrees in as many months. .!..l thou.;h he liveci 50 miles from 
3rown\'lood, 1.10 regularly attended the Brov1nv1ood meetings. In 
1678 he a...'ld seven oti1er master i.iasons frou t.aat lodge ceca.me 
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charter members of Coleman Lodge 496 and later he became a 
charter member of Paint Rock Lodge 613, a membership he 
held until his death. 
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From: Frontier Times, Bandera, Texas, September 1926, Page 15. Page 14 

RICH COFFEY, EarJ.y Day Ranchman 
Written for Frontier Times by Col. Lewis Ginger, Los Angeles, Calif. 

In 1873, the New York Clipper had a story the Lew Ginger Minstrels 
at Fort Concho, in Western Texas, one of the military posts forming 
a line from Western Nebraska through Kansas, the Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma), and through Texas to the Rio Grande, guarding the 
frontier settlements from the hostile Indians, in which it was 
estimated there was in the country adjacent to those posts over 
one hundered and fifty thousand warriors of the Cheyenne, Kiowas, 
Apaches, Comanches, Araphoes, and other less prominent tribes. 
As I am the man who organized the Pioneer Minstrels which made .the 
tour of the poets playing to the soldiers over half a century ago, 
I will relate an incident of the remarkable trip. On our way to 
Fort Concho, which was a hundred and fifty miles beyond any civili
zation, we stopped at the Coffey Ranch, at the mouth of the Concho, 
where it entered the Rio Colorado. This was a cattle ranch which 
Richard Coffey, commonly known as 11Uncle Rich", and four or five 
of his stalwart sons started several years before our advent into 
the country. They had many a brush with the savages, but always 
beat them off, as the ranch buildings wer~ heavily· stockaded on 
all sides. The Colorado on both side.a was heavily wooded and 
abounded in game, such as deer, wild turkey,'and occasionally 
panther and black bear. Uncle Rich 111vited ~s to stay a few days 
at the ranch and hunt and fish, which we were glad to do and we 
enjoyed it immensely. 

Uncle Rich and I became great friends. One evening he said: 11Son, 
sposen we take our fishing tackle and go up the river a little ways, 
where I know a fine place for channel cat. They bite fine when it's 
moonlight." From our supply of "anti-snake bite remedy," i.e. a 
demijohn of brandy, I took a ~alf ~int bottle and Uncle Rich cut 
from fresh beef several pieces to use as bait. About eight 
o'clock we started .u.1:-' the river, and had walked a half mile when 
Uncle Rich said, ·"Here Son, is a fine deep hole where we can git 
all we want in no time." Before commencing operations, Ullcle 
Rich too~ a good pull from the bottle, then fixing the poles and 
lines a.n.d baiting the hooks, it was Bot long before we were land
ing some fine channel catfish. I was anxious to hear Uncle Rich 
tell of some of his skirmishes with the red men, and so prevailed 
upon him to sample the brandy again, which he did. He told me of 
his starting the ranch with a few hundred cattle, and with the 
aid of his sons, the herd soon doubled in numbers. He was in the 
midst of telling me of his first encounter with a raiding band of 
Comanches, when he stopped suddenly and listened. An. owl hooted 
some little distance up the river on the same side we were on. 
It was answered by another on the opposite side. Uncle Rich 
said, 11Son, did you hear them?" I said, "Do you mean the owls?" 
11Son, them•s no owls. They're Injuns. Let•s skedaddle." We 
had quite a string of fish staked to the baJ!l.k and I said that I 
would get the fish. He said, 11To H--- with the fish. Come on, 
we'll get out of here. 

By this time there were more hoots on both sides of the river, 
but none below us on our side, but below on the opposite side we 
heard one or two. It was a bright moonlight night and we were 
making good time for the ranch, with Uncle Rich in the lead. 



r 
F 
I 

r 
rrn 
I 

i 

r 
F' 
I 

i 

RICH COFFEY 
Page 2 

About a quarter of a mile from the ranch we had to rtlll. through 
an open space where there were no trees aJad the moo• made it 
as light almost as day. The river here was not very wide and an. 
arrow came whizzing through between UD.cle Rich and I, and I saw 
it quiver in a tree within a few feet of us. 

• Page 15 

We soon reached the ranch and everybody got ready to give the 
redskins a reception. It was not long before some thirty Indians 
appeared at the mouth of the Concho on the opposite side of the 
Colorado from the ranch. They made no hostile demonstrations, 
but danced and shouted for a little while, then disappeared. 

Uncle Rich said that it was only a little thieving party out 
for stealing horses. "All the same," said he, "if they had 
cotched us son, they would have made a nice bon:fire to roast 
you and me in. 11 

Uncle Rich Coffey was a typical western ranchman., honest and 
generous and was well known throughout that country. ~ere may 
be one or more of his splendid sons yet livingf though-he would 
be in his eighties by now. If so and 1he should see this story, 
I wish he would write to me. My address is, Col. Lewis Ginger, 
Keswick Hotel, 312 South Flower St., Los 1mgeles, Calif. 

r Copied, March 1978, by Gene Brewington, 4728 mv 59 Terr., Oklahoma 
! City, OK 73122 
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A Bulletin of Local History & Genealogy, west Tex. Gen. Soc. 
Abilene, Tex., Vol. IX, No. 3, July 1967 
Compiled by Hazie Davis Le Fevre 

PAINT ROCK CEME'rERY 

COFFEY; W.A. (m. Miss Mary M. 
Haley I who died suddenly). 

b. 7-8-1858 
d. 2-12-1 S28, son of Rich & Sallie 

Coffey. 11 Buried beside his wife 
in P.R. cemetery. 11 

COFFEY, Mrs. W.A. 
• Nee Mary Haley 

b. 
d. Prior to 1928 

'COFFEY, ·Adah, inf. dau of W.A. 
·& M.M. Coffey 

b. 10-28-1884 ·(tombstone) -. 
d. 11-19-1885 

COFFEY, Richard 
b,-·- 1823, Ga.--see p. 37 

this book.) 
d. 1897 (Picture, with dates, 

hangs in P.R. Masonic Hall-
charter mem. ) Came to County 
in 1862 from Parker Co., Tex •• 

• COFFEY, Mrs. Rich 
nee Sarah Greathouse 

b. 1827 (see census) in Ga. 
d. __ buried at P.R. cem; 

info., Mrs. Fogg coffey, Sterling 
City, Tex. in 1957 when inter
viewed. 

LITTLEFIELD, Mrs. Edgar 
nee Penny Coffey, dau. of W.A. 

• & Mary Haley Coffey 

b. ------
d. abt.· 1925. (Funeral 

attended by her father, W.A. 
Coffey, and aged grandmother, 
Mrs. Hall. 
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Tile lliltard StorJ' 
I was glad to see the reproduction of 

Fred Millard's memoirs in the Winter 
1971 issue of OLD WEST •. 1 missed the 
booklet when Mr. Hunter published it. 
I knew Fred !-Ullard slightly. I saw him 
a few times arouna Eden, along about 
1900 and 1901 when we were driving· 
cattle back and forth. I also rode with 
him in. a caboose on a cattle train one 
night in 1904. 

We had loaded our last shipment of 
cattle for grazing in the Osage Nation 
at Coleman [Texas] on the Santa Fe. 
Fred had loaded a string of cattle at 
Brady. His unloading point was at Ponca 
City on the Santa F1: and his cattle were 
switched to the Santa Fe at Brownwood. 
The two shipments were joined at Brown
wood. It was before the Santa Fe ac
quired ownership of the Frisco between 
Fort Worth and Brady and we had to 
go all the way around through Temple. 
We parted in Fort Worth next morning 
u our unloading point was on the 
MK & Tat Nelogany near Pawhuska. 

Millard told me about the injury he 
got in the railroad yard in Kansas. He 
alao told me something that he did not 
tell in his memoirs. He sued the railroad 
company and was awarded a verdict 
of a thousand some-odd dollars. He said 
the jury consisted of poverty-stricken 
farmers mostly, who seemed to think that 
a thousand dollars was an adequate com
pensation for a person who had to go 
through life a cripple. He had a decided 

. limp at that time and, of course, he 
never recovered. I think that was the 

• Jut time I ever saw him. 
I met Jim Rose at the Cattleman's 

Convention in El Paso in 1914. He told 
me a distressing story about himself. He 
said every dollar he had in the world was 
invested in two trairloads of cattle \\'hich 
were on their way to the border. Pancho 
Villa stopped the trains and took the 
rolling stock to help move his army. 
The cattle were unloaded on the Hearst 
Ranch-Phoebe Hearst's, llrs. Hearst 
put her men to herding them, but one 

. gang of bandits and another would come 
along and take what they wanted of 
them. Finally they all disappeared, 

The "Tonk" Smith Fred spoke of was 
.Tonkaway Smith-so named because he 
lived wiih the Tonkaway Indian tribe 
for a number of years. I sold Smith a 
bunch of about a hundred two-year-old 
steers in Coleman County in 1910. He 
ahipped them to Ponca City which by that 
time was Oklahoma instead of the Osage 
Nation in Indian Territory. ~Ir. Smith 
had been a member of llosby's Brigade 
in Jeb Stuart's Cavalry during the Civil 
·War. It was after the war t!tat he lived 
:with the Tonkaways. 

There is another incident which is 
trivial in a way, but still it might be 
worth telling. The Rich Coffe,· family 
lived across the Colorado from the mouth 
of the Concho about a half mile below 

j 
I A tenant farmer was living in the 
~ouse w~ere -~~! .. _Goff.ey_ Jamily first 
hved while they constructed the ·1arger 

stone building some two hundred yards 
above on considerably higher ground. 
During the middle of the night the 
tenant, whose wife was critically ill, woke 
the Coffev family saying that the water 
from the dver was up to his front porch 
and he wanted help to get his wife to 
safety. The water was rising rapidly. 

Fogg and his brother Bill and Fred 
!\lillard and the other man ran outside 
in their night clothing-not even taking 
time to pull on their boots. There was a 
hack sitting in front of the Coffe& house. 
They threw the seats out of t e hack 
and ran it down to the tenant house by 
hand and backed H: up to the front porch. 
Water was running into the house by 
that time. Each of the four men picked 
up the mattress at each corner and car
ried it outside with the woman and bed 
clothing still on it. By the time they got 
her into the hack the water· was up to. 
the hack bed. The current was so swift 
they had trouble standing in it. They· 
pulled the hack to high ground and car
ried the woman and her bed into the 
Coffey house. In anothe1; hour the house· 
from which they had moved her was 
gone. While they su·ed her Crom drown
ing, they could not save her life-she 
died the next day from the illness. 

Something else which might be of in
terest-in his paper Fred Mill11rd men
tioned Bill :\IcCauley. I think the name 
was l-lcAuley-which is of little differ
ence. Bill l\IcAuley married one of Ri.::h 
Coffey's daughters. He handled qu1tea 
iew cattle in and around Coleman and 
Concho Counties. If I ever knew what 
became of him, I have forgotten, I never 
kne,v him myself but I never heard my 
dad or anyone else say anything bad 
about him. I can't say as much for some 
of the men he worked and had around 
him. Either in the late eighties or early 
nineties, he drove a string of cattle to 
the Osage Nation. He took some of those 
Concho County boys with him, including 
Fogg Coffev, Bob Littlefield, Buck Cur
rie and Charlie Pierce. _E2gg_ is the only 
one that I knew personally, but when a 
fellow knew ~o~g, he knew about every
thing--everyt mg, that is, that Fogg 
cared to tell. What he didn't want to 
tell-he didn't. 

!'.2!a£. got into a fight one night in a 

dive in Ponca City and they almost killed 
him. He could whip any two or three of 
them, but he said that enough of them 
got around and on top of him until "they 
smothered me down." One cracked him 
over the head with a Winchester barrel 
which cooled him off for quite a spell. 
When he finally came to and was getting 
up, one .of them said, "Hit that 5""3-b-
he's comin' alive again!"-and someone 
hit him. 1:fil!:r said the next time he came 
ti) he justlay there until he got a chance 
to crawl out the door to his horse and 
get away. If Bob Littlefield e,·er got 
mixed np in anything, Fo~g didn't tell 

it. Fogg Cof(e\' told me that Fred llil
·1arc1 and anotner man whose name I 
have forgotten were ar the Rich Coffey 
home the night floodwaters of the Con
cho washed away the town of Ben Fick
lin in 1882, cre;;ting at the junction of 
the Colorado. 

1 me about it. Knowing his'reputation like 
I I do-I'll bet if there was ever any
f thing going on and he knew about it, 
; he got there too. 
; 

' i 
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l Charlie Pierce joined up ~ith the Bill 
: Doolin gang of train and bank robbers 
. and was killed in a fight with the U.S. 
• marshals. He belonged to a respectable 
family in Concho County_ and little w~ 
said about how he met his death. If his 
family knew, they were clos_emouthed 
about it and few, if any, questions were 
asked. It wasn't until the time that I 
sold the bunch of steers to Tonkaway 
Smith that any of the old-timers in Texas 
who had known Charlie Pierce learned 
the details. 

Buck Currie was a decided hunchback. 
He walked and rode all humped over. 
He stole a bunch of Indian ponies and 
took off for Texas with them. Fo~8 
learned that the marshals were rea Y 
to follow his trail. He beat the marshals 
to Currie and made him turn the ponies 
loose before the marshals caught him 
with them. The marshals recovered the 
ponies but that was all. Fogg said that 
Buck Currie was the easiest man to fol
low that he ever saw. He said every man, 
woman and child along the trail remem
bered seeing a humpback man driving 
a bunch of.paint hol"Ses. Currie continued 
on to Texas. He didn't exactly steal 
another no~se on the way-he jnst 
swapped the tired one he was riding 
for a fresh one without the owner's 
knowledge. He rode that horse all the 
way into Paint Rock.-Walter Gan~, 
31662 Scenic Drive, South Laguna, Cah-

' fomia 92677 
I.. 

014 Weat 

PAC.E: 61 
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From: Frontier Times, November 1934, printed Bandera, TX Page 18 

Copied 1977, by: Gene Brewington, 4728 NW 59 Terr. Oklahoma City, OK 

The Passing of John Wright Coffey 
By Ii'.irs. A. T. Whetstone, Noxville, Texas 

As the mid-day sun wended its way toward the western horizon 
on Thursday, August 30, 1934, the spirit of John Wright Coffey, 
after waiting at the gates for three weeks for the Master's 
summons to the summerland, took its flight to that mansion 
not made with hands, and was welcomed w±th that heaven be
jeweled sentence, "Well done good and faithful servant." 

John Coffey was born in Granbury, Hood county, Texas, June 21, 
1856, the son of Rich Coffey and Sallie Greathouse Coffey. He 
came of a distinguished family and was himself distinguished. 
He ca.me to Concho county with his parents when a small child. 
There his father established the famous Rich Coffey Ranch 
where John grew to young manhood. On December 31, 1874 at the 
age of 18 years, he was married to Miss Mary_Brown. Seven 
children were born to this union, five of whom survive. They 
are Sam Coffey of Alpine, Charlie Coffey of Dripping Springs, 
Jesse Coffey of Little Devil's RivEn", ·Mrs N~than Walker of 
London, Mrs. D. H. Whetstone of No~ville, all of whom were 
present at his bedside when he passed- away. One daughter; l\'1rs. 
Jesse Walker, died in 1919. His wife also died in 1919 and a 
son, Walter, died in 1931. He is survived by one brother, Fog 
Coffey of Leaday. 

Mr. Coffey ca.me to Kimble county in 1886 and settled on Little 
Devil's River where he lived until his death. All his life was 
spent on the western frontier and he experienced those hard 
conditions as they existed during those early days, participated 
in the grim contests of the wilderness. On November 30, 1933 
he was married to Miss Libbie Rush of London. Although living 
only a short time in our nidst her beautiful character and 
kindly disposition has endeared her to all with whom she has 
come in contact. It was she who through weary days and sleep
less nights bent above his couch and ministered to his every 
want as his life ebbed slowly away. She, whose life was a 
benediction in his declining days. 

Mr. Coffey was laid to rest with impressive ceremonies in the 
family plot at Old Noxville cemetery, August 31, 1934, and was 
followed to the grave by a very large cortege, including many 
ranchmen and friends from distant places. Religious services 
at the grave were conducted by Rev. Lewis Pearl of London, who 
is a life-long friend of the Coffey family and under whose 
preaching Mr. Cof±'ey was converted many years ago. As emotion 
dimmed his eyes and caused his voice to break he delivered a 
touching eulogy to the life and character of the deceased • 
.. hen Rev. Mr. Pearl concluded his remarks, Judge {leaver H. 
Baker, of Junction as spokesman for the Masonic Lodge of which 
Mr. Coffey was an honored member, in his masterful way pro
nounced a wonderful panegyric after which the Masons concluded 
with their beautiful and sublime ceremony and paid their last 
respects to their comrade and brother and we took our leave 
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of one of the noblest and kindliest men of the Texas 
frontier. The pallbearers were six grandsons: John van 
Coffey, Simon Walker, Lester Coffey, Clabe Walker, Albert 
Whetstone and Charlie Coffey. 

Page 19 

John Coffey was as simple and unaffected as a child; he was 
the poor man's friend and the humble man's associate and little 
children loved him; he wronged no man; he coveted no man's 
riches; he envied no man's success. He walked through his 
seventy-eight years without guile, the broad and open highway 
of a noble, generous and useful life, and we are all richer 
and happier and better for having known him. His life was a 
revelation of the triumph of a clean and noble spirit over 
the common doom of death. Men of his character and attain
ments, abounding love, and the charity that would cover a 
multitude of sins; men who scatter sunshine along their ways 
and live for others rather than self; .men who are examples 
of that radiant happiness which comes from doing_ good, and 
which shines through the windows of their souls; men who can 
be cheerful under all circu.m.stancea, ~d render their c~eer
fulness contagious; such men are t;ar too :few in this mater
ialistic world. r11r. Coffey radiated _sunshine wherever he 
appeared. He was active in all matters of public interest. 
He was in many Indian skirmishes, waged war on all dis
reputable characters, was generally elected to command any 
expedition against Indians and outlaws, hence his title as 
Colonel Coffey. He was severely wounded in a battle with 
Indians near Paint Rock while attempting to recover stolen 
stock and thereafter walked with a limp. i~ir. Coffey rarely 
discussed his activities in battling outlaws and Indians but 
had a vast store of anecdotes and information about events of 
early days. 

As rugged as the life that the man led is ::C1is '✓lilderness grave 
that marks his crumbling bones, and as enduring as eternity is 
the e:c.:..mple he left to his fellowmen. 
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Source: Frontier Times, November 1929, Page 86. 
Copied by: Gene Brewington, 4728 NW 59 Terr., Oklahoma City, OK 
Transcribed from a very poor Xerox copy, obtained Texas state 
Library, Austin, Texas, in 1978. 

FOGG COFFEY, CLOWN OF WEST TEXAS COW CAMPS 
by: Sam Ashburn in San Angelo Times 

What Paul Bunyan is to the lumber camps of the northwest; what 
Carl Cromwell is to the oil fields of West Texas; what the 
works of Shakespeare are to the teachers of English literature; 
that is what Fogg Coffey is to the fun making of the cow camps 
of West Texas and to the citizens that live up and down the 
Conchas in these parts. 

Fogg is still living but so much has been said of him that he 
has been expanded into a myth, something without form or flesh. 
It required him many years and many trips to Ballinger, Paint 
Rock and other towns to build up his collection. of interesting 
anecdotes of this typical free hearted, breezy westerner, who 
loved fun, horses and his fellow IQB.Il. ,. _ • 

, 
',7hen he first came to this section, _it was a raw land, with 
hiding Indians waiting for an unwary move by the incoming 
whites. He killed no Indians and is glad of it, because he 
wants no such memories. There are too ca..--iy recollections of 
things enjoyable in the business of winning a new land to the 
sweet uses of prosperity. He chased many Indians but was 
always in the lead. 

Fogg is the way he signs his checks and his voice has the 
quality, too, of the fog horn. It is a name and a nickname, 
too, and by it he is known all over the cow country. 

":Do you know Fogg Coffey," one asks and the answer comes back, 
"Sure, everybody knows him, there he is over there." One 
looks and there is Noah Beery's double and how he kept out of 
the movies is answered only when it becomes known that the 
movies have never seen this giant man, six feet plus, and 
weignt 250. He wears a Stetson hat, with a peak top, the 
front side crushed in about deep enough to permit the sleeping 
of a kitten there. He has lived on the 11river 11 for 60 years 
and his fun making has kept the whole country shaking. Fogg 
is genial, a lover of conversation and the association of his 
fellow man. The side of the car creaks when he sits down and 
begins to roll a cigarette of canned tobacco. 

Some one had told of the exploits of this hardy son of the 
west. He used to rope wild mules and horses tying the rope 
around his body as the wild ones thundered down the hill. 
He toosed the loop, caught them and then hung on -- he had to. 
He took no chances of failing -- he risked his own life 
rather than fail. "Well I had to catch them, 11 he says 
"we needed them. The Indians stole the ta.me horses and we 
had to use the wild ones." 
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Fogg was born in Parker 0ounty in 1863 but at the age of three 
months came with his father, Rich Coffeyi to the Concho river 
at Leaday, and there he has been since 1069. He used to work 
for the o. H. Triangle foll~s when Coggins and Parks of Brown
wood owned it, and branded from 10,000 to 13,000 head of cattle 
a year. Now he has 1,000 acres of land, 150 in cultivation as 
well as some sheep and cattle. His father had cattle and 
horses. 

"Nope, I ain't ever got rich, but I've had a good time," says 
Fogg. 

It is hard to talk to Fogg in a gathering for there are a 
hundred people that want to chat with him. This yarn developed 
while Fogg listened. 

"You remember that time, Fogg, that you were in Paint Rock 
and some fellow got hold of your horses bridle and started to 
lead you away to the courthouse as a witness. ·And you just 
slipped the bridle off the horse and left it in the hands of 
the law and rode your horse home without -1;he bridre •. 11 

"Yea, I remember that, that was shore a fine horse. iVe don't 
have many good horses any more. That horse could do anything 
that any horse in the world could do and everything that 
hum.ans do except talk and attend preaching." 

Fogg felt that he was entitled to talk about the other boys 
a minute and told of the incident when Bush Still while 
working cattle fell with the horse, the horse breaking his 
neck. "That horse's name was Pack and Bush, damn but he was 
a good one, sat down and cried -- it was the first tllne I had 
seen him cry. :aush was a real cowhand, too, his horse was 
never tired -- he was a cowman who was always ready to go." 

I·ogg doesn't come to town very much but there was a plenty in 
his younger life to make the younger generation at this good 
natured masterly showman. There was one incident that he 
laughs at now but then it was deadly serious. One June 1, 
1871, the Coffeys lost 1020 head of cattle and 54 saddle 
horses to the Indians. Once Fogg, riding a mule in the 
morning after some horses, saw more Indians, who began to 
shoot at him while he ran the twelve year old mule at top 
speed, the horses in front. "They shot at me tvlice, but 
missed me. That was the fastest mule that I ever saw. rihen 
I got to the house, I thougb.t t'.!.j' father would be there to 
help we but he ·was c:ia.sing a1:cther uunch of Indians. Once 
two boys with our herd of cattle were killed by the Indians 
and my brother was shot, but it didn't hurt him - they just 
11gut 11 shot i1im and made him run faster. 

Fog was about 12 year~ old when the chase occured. He said, 
"I have chased a lot of Indians but I was always in the lead. 
3ut I nave never heard anybody holler like a bunch of them. 
And that mule that saved my life, he never worked any more. 
,·:e just let him loaf around until he died of old age. iie 
!lad a gotched ear and when he ran he pointed this ear in the 



r 
i 

r 
r 
F1 
I 

i 
I 

r 
r 
i 
I 

r 
r 
'· 

i 
I. 

r 
r 
r 
f'\'l 
I 
t 

r 
r 
I 

r 

Fogg Coffey -- ?age 3 

direction we were travelling and leveled his tail out. 
There were five Indio.ns in the group that chased rr:.e that 
r.1orning. 11 
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Fogg then got to talking about horses, and he warmed up and 
put his arm around a friend as he got on the subject. He 
began: 11You boys all remember old Figure 3, don't you, that 
little JOO pound horse. I'm telling you he would have been 
a tough one for a greener to ride." 

Jack Stubblefield, prosperous rancher of Ballinger joined 
the group with a "Hello, Fogg" and Fogg said: "Glad you 
joined us, for these boys around here are telling this 
paper feller a lot of lies about me." 

l,Ir. Stubblefield told about a horse he once owned. Once a 
man borrowed this horse to work some mules. He rode him for 
a few minutes but got down and led him after the horse began 
to do some real cow work with the mules. That.horse was 
named Brownie. 

, ... . . 
Then the two men walked up with the story about the two 
brothers who found a saloon in Paint Rock crowded and to 
gain entrance to the bar threw a handful of cartridges in 
the stove. When the crowd came back in one of the brothers 
was drinking and the other acting as bartender. 

There was another tale, too, of some brothers who after a 
good day in town left for home, part of them in a wagon and 
part horseback. "Let's play Indian," said one, and the 
olderbrother dropped back a mile and chased them home, 
shooting at them with a thirty-thirty. No one was hurt but 
there was only three wheels on the wagon when it arrived. 

There was a tale, too, of the officers who failed to arrest 
a man he wanted for a misdemeanor when the man walked into 
the middle of a pond and sat down. The officer refused to 
follow. 

:i:"'ogg then inquired of a friend to learn that the friend 
looks like a grasshopper sitting up in a corner of the 
fence; 11there 1 s nothing to him but running gear." 
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RICH COFFEE 
Page 2.3 

By: Jo.Ann F. Hatch, P.O. aox 112), Pinedale, AZ 859)4 c 1992 ' . . 

COFFEE FAMILY NOTES 

Time has not permitted a thorough or lengthy search on this family which 
married into the Beddoe family, but we will give a summary here of our findings 
so far as they go, in hopes it might be helpful to some future researcher of 
the Coffee family. 

On June 10, 1841 Elizabeth Coffee marrie~ Joseph Warren Beddoe in Chatoo~a 
County Georgia. On the 1850 U.S. census of Chattooga· Cou~ty, Elizabeth Coffee 
Beddoe, along with her two sons who were 8 and-5 years old were living with the 
family of William B. Coffee and his wife }elia. Jos-eph Warren ·Beddoe did not 
appear on this census. The birthplace of Elizabeth and her two sons is given 
as Georgia. 

Other records in Chat~[a_~oun~t-~eorgia show that on 5 October 1848 
Richardson Coffee and Sarah Greathouse were married there. We believe this 

-- -•· --- --- ----- --

Richardson Coffee, who later appears in Texas with the Beddoes, was .a brother 
of Elizabeth Coffee Beddoe. Richardson Coffee and Elizabeth Coffee Beddoe 
are of an age to be brother and sister, she is 24 and he 28 in the 1850 census. 
The older Coffee family that Elizabeth and her sons are living with are of an 
age to be the parents of Richard and Elizabeth. William B. Coffee was 50 years 
old and born in S.C. His wife Delia was 45 years old and also born in S.C. 
Others living in~is household in 1850 were Jane Coffee, age 21, John Coffee, 
age 18 and Thursa M. Coffee, age 16. There is also a person named Pinckney 
Lingo, age·19. 

Old William Coffee is on the 1840 U.S. Census of Chattooga County Georgia 
and the land records record him selling 320 A. for $1600.00 in 18?1· This was 
evidentally about the time the Coffee family moved to Texas, because in 1860 
they appear in the Parker County Texas U.S. census. They are the only Coffee 
family in Parker County. Elizabeth may have remarried, but I fail to find her 
or her two boys. The Coffee household in 1860 consists of Wm. Coffee, age 60, 
and his wife D. Coffee, aged 53, J. Coffee age 25. 

109. 
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.In 1860 Richard (Richardson) Coffee and his family are shown in Brown County 
Texas, which is not far from Parker. In a history of Coleman County Texas we 
find information on Rich Coffee who it is stated came to Coleman County from 
Parker County in about 1862. In the 1870 U.S. Census of Coleman County Texas 
Richard and Sarah Coffee are enumerated with four children, all born in Texas: 
John age 15, William age 13, Bell age 11 and Richard age 6. Richard and Sarah 
Coffee are also enumerated in the 1880 Coleman County census. 

We have found no further records of Elizabeth Coffee Beddoe, but her two 
sons appear in the 1870 U.S. Census of Coleman County and in the newspaper, 
The Concho Herald, dated 6 Oct 1911, a story was told py an old timer of Concho 
County, a Mr. Harrison, and we quote: "Mrs. Fo~g Coffee told me that one of the 
Bedaw boys, a nephew of Mr. Rich Coffee, was killed,by the. Indians and was 
buried at the old rock house in Coffee Settlement.~~- ·This reference to the 
Beddoe brothers being nephews of Rich Coffee gives further weight to our opinion 
that Richard (Richard or Rich) Coffee was a brother to Elizabeth Coffee Beddoe. 

In 1976 we corresponded with Mrs. Ola Foster of Bountiful, Utah who is a 
direct descendant of Rich Coffee. She sent us several sheets of Coffee family 
history from the book The Coffee Family by Lawrence Coffee. One of the sheets 
shows Rich Coffee as being the son of James Coffee and Deliliah Ferguson. We 
believe this information came from Inez Cates Ward of San Angelo, Texas who is 
listed as the Coffee Genealogist. 

In 1979 we corresponded with Inez Cates Ward. She said she was a descendant 
of Clominda Jane Coffee who was a sister to Rich Coffee. She also claimef the 
parents of Richard and Clominda were James and Deliliah Coffee, but had no proof 
to offer. She did not know if Elizabeth Coffee Beddoe was a sister to Rich and 
Clominda. Inez Ward says, "I've never found the family list (sisters & brothers) 
although have spent 20 years and much money doing research." 
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Missouri Historical Review, pub. by State Historical Society 
of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri. Vol. LXXVII, No. J, April 
1983, Pages 272 - 295, 

John Trousc¥e ·Coffee~ . 
Lawyer, Politician, Confederate 
BY JOHN K. HULSTON AND JAMES W. GOODRICH• 

Four months after his death in Texas on May 23, 1890, a ~fis• 
souri weekly newspaper, the Greenfield Dade County Advocate, 
carried an obituary about John Trousdale Coffee. The obituary 
mentioned that "much of Col. Coffee's life was connected with 
this city ... there are scarcely any here who do not know some
thing of him personally or by reputation."1 What the readers of!. 
the obituary remembered or knew concerned Coffee's years as a 
Mason, as an attorney, as a politician and as a leader of Confed
erate cavalry during the terrible years ·of the Civil War. Some 
Dade Countians also would have remembered Coffee as a hard
drinking and oft-married man noted for his "positive convictions" 
on many subjects. But the most vivid recoilections of the people 
would pertain to Coffee's military exploits as a successful recruiter 
for the Confederate cause and for his troop of cavalry which ram
bled back and forth through Missouri and Arkansas. Coffee's men, 
during this perilous time, had caused Union sympathizers to fear 
for their lives and property and required Federal forces to con
stantly deploy against them. 

John Trousdale Coffee was not a Missourian by birth. He 
had been born December 14, 1816, in Smith County, Tennessee, 
to Reverend Joshua M. and Jane "Jinny" Trousdale Coffee.2 Be
sides preaching the gospel, Joshua Coffee owned property in 
Lancaster and Alexandria, Tennessee. He operated a store, lmown 
as "Joshua M. Coffee and Son," in Alexandria where he also served 
as postmaster for a time. 8 

Young Coffee read law until he believed himself ready to 
take the bar examination. He passed the exam while in his early 
twenties and also joined the Masons. Falling in love with a first 
cousin, he proposed to her. She declined to marry him because 
of their blood relationship. His marital plans were delayed only a 
short time, and in 1841, Coffee married Eliza Jewell Stone. A year 
later Eliza died and was buried in Cleveland, Tennessee, the com
munity in which Coffee apparently practiced law. The grief-stricken 
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John Trousda'ls Coffee 

young widower received a further blow, in the fall of 1842 when 
his father died on October 2. The_elder Coffee left a $20,000 debt 
due to financial reverses. 4 

The deaths of his wife and father, plus his father's insolvency. 
probably prompted Coffee to emigrate to Missouri. Newly or
ganized G.reene County beckoned There Coffee might succeed 
in both law and politics, as well as acquire good land at a rea
sonable price. 

After his arrival in Springfield, the Greene County seat, Coffee 
sought to qualify as a licensed lawyer. He began an active practice 
as one of the thirty attorneys serving the Springfield area prior to 
the Civil War.I• On June 26, 1843, he expanded his practice when he 
registered on the roll of attorneys in Polk County. 0 

, .. 

John Trousdale Collee 

Coumav, Mra. WUltam Coffee 

One recorded· anecdote illustrated Coffee's thirst for hard 
liquor and his humor. In the early 1840s, he and a fellow lawyar 
from Bolivar, John T. Payne, had taken a case and received a 
horse as their payment. While socializing in a Springfield saloon. 
Coffee and Payne discussed their payment. After a few drinks, the 
two lawyers began arguing loudly on how to divide the fee. Tired 
of the heated discussion, Coffee finally unholstered his pistol and 
started to walk out of the saloon. Payne followed him and de
manded to know what Coffee planned to do. Coffee replied: "I 
am going to shoot my part of that horse. You may do what you 
please with your part."1 . 

On April 4, 1844, Coffee, who was dividing his time between 
his legal affairs in Springfield and Bolivar, married a Bolivar wom
an, Catherine Grace Hunt. Again misfortune visited the trans
planted Tennessean. Two weeks after the birth of their only child. 
Catherine Coffee died. Coffee placed the child, named for her 
mother, in the care of her maternal grandmother, who resided in 
Bolivar.8 

By September 1845, the young lawyer decided to marry a 
third time. He exchanged vows with si"<teen-year-old Lavena Har
riet Weir of Greenfield, in mid-September.0 The bride's father, 
Reverend Samuel Jackson Weir, was a prominent minister and 
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r 
r 

r" 
I 

r 
r 

r 

!""'I 

i 
I 
l 

i 
I 
I 

r 
I 

I 

r 
r 
r 
I 

r 
I 
I 

r 
I 

r 
r 
I 

John Trousdale Coffee 

fanner, who bad helped establish Greenfield as the Dade County 
seat.1° Coffee and his new wife lived in Greenfield after their 
wedding. 

During the late 1840s, Coffee continued to practice law in 
Southwest Missouri and occasionally assisted land speculators. He 
left the state, however, for a brief period, after he raised a regi
ment of Southwest Missourians to fight in the Mexican War. Coffee 
recruited the company very late in the war, and it had traveled 
as far as New Orleans when the war ended. Consequently, Coffee 
discharged his men and returned home, where he became Dade 
County's circuit attorney in 1849.11 

As an anti-Benton candidate, Coffee successfully campaigned 
for the Missouri senate in 1854 and represented the Twenty-fifth 
District composed of Polk and Dade counties.12 On December 28, 
1854, he received his committee assignments to "Ways and Means" 
and the "Deaf and Dumb Asylum."13 His political beliefs were 
personified by his nomination, before a joint session of the legis
lature, of the proslavery candidate David Rice Atchison for another 
term as United States Senator.14 Coffee sponsored a number of 
bills, including internal improvements for Southy.,est ~lissouri, the 
incorporation of the Carthage Female Academy, a prohil>itory liquor -
law in Dade County, the incorporation of the town of Fremont in 
Cedar County and petitions for relief. 111 However, he would not 
finish out bis elected term. 

Both branches of the legislature recommended Coffee for a 
captaincy in the First U. $. Anny Cavalry Regiment. He accepted 
the commission in May 185.5, and commenced recruiting in South
west Missouri before reporting to his duty post at Fort Leaven
worth, Kansas. He resigned his senate seat on August 24, 1855.111 

Four months later on December 20, 1855, Coffee relinquished his 
military commission due to illness. He promptly returned to his 
Greenfield home, located on the town commons, which also served 
as his law office. 

In 1856, the question of whether Kansas would be admitted 
into the Union as a slave or free state plagued Missouri and the 
rest of the nation. Coffee, by this time, had become one of the 
most influential men in Dade County and a recognized political 
leader in Southwest Missouri. A staunch states' righter and owner 
of at least one slave, Coffee adamantly opposed the abolitionist 
activities occurring in Kansas. 

On the evening of August 26, 1856, a citizens meeting took 
place at the Dade County Courthouse. A committee of seven men 
from Dade and Lawrence counties, including Coffee, were ap
pointed to draft resolutions expressing "the sense of the meeting." 
The drafted preamble and resolutions denounced "abolitionists and 
hired marauders . . . ravaging Kansas Territory, robbing the law 
and order citizens, burning down their houses .... " Immediate 
action was necessary and delay would prove: 

fatal to Southern rights and the maintenance of law in 
Kansas, and that it is the duty of every pro-slavery man 
in our county to render such aid as be consistently can 
without serious injury to himself or family. . . .11 

Coffee spoke afterwards to the crowd and proposed "squatter 
sovereignty" as a solution to the Kansas problem.18 

In June 1857, Coffee and two other Dade Countians acquired 
the weekly Greenfield American Standard. Originally an anti-Ben
ton paper, the former owners, in 1856, had begun to support the 
Know-Nothing party. The new owners changed the newspaper's 

Page 27 



r 
r 

I""' 

r 
I 

r 

r 
I 

r 
i' 

f"" 
I 
\ 

r 
I 
I 

r 
r 
r 
I 

F' 

l 

John Trousdale Coffee 
name to the Greenfield Southwest, dropped its Know-Nothing 
affiliation and published it as an "Independent in politics." In 
1859, the Southwest ceased publication, but while it existed, it fur. 
thered Coffee's leadership as an independent Democrat after he 
withdrew from the national Democratic party.18 

As an independent in 1858, Coffee offered himseli as a Demo
cratic candidate in the Seventeenth State Senate District.20 He 
lost the nomination to the regular Democratic candidate, B. H. 
Cravens of Cedar County. Coffee then considered running in the 
general election as an independent candidate but reconsidered. 
He decided that his candidacy might prove injurious to the Demo
cratic party. This decision foretold his forthcoming nomination 
as a candidate for representative of Dade County. Coffee won 
the electio~ and immediately allied bimseJ1 with pro-Southern 
leaders Sterling Price and Claiborne Fox Jackson. This alliance 
insured his election to the office of speaker of the house for the 
20th General Assembly. Coffee received 97 of the 117 votes cast.2 • 

During the 20th General Assembly, Coffee sponsored internal 
improvement bills for Southwest Missouri, just' as he bad done a 
few years earlier as a state senator. He also introduced bills· to 
incorporate Masonic lodges, a new school district, the Dade County. 
Agricultural and Mechanical Association, iind bills to ltl'galize land 

t 
In the early 18401, Coffee represented clients in this Pol~ County Court-

howe, Bolivar, • · 
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transactions.22 He voted for a constitutional amendment to limit 
the state debt to $30,000,000 and spoke in favor of postponing 
the vote on the state's revenue bill until after the legislators had 
discussed it with their constituents.23 

Throughout his term as speaker of the house, Coffee per· 
formed his important duties with dispatch. He presided over the 
sessions and followed the adopted rules of parliamentary pro
cedure. Among his powers were committee and chairmanship 
appoinbnents. He did not campaign for reelection the next term. 

By 1860, his political ambitions appeared to ~enter on securing 
the Democratic nomination for ~1issouri' s secretary of state. In a 
mid-February meeting, Dade County's Democratic Committee met 
and instructed its delegates to the state convention to vote for 
Coffee.24 Benjamin F. Massey, however, won the nomination.25 

For a brief period, Coffee returned to his law practice, workc>cl 
his 800-acre farm and supervised his slave family.28 

When the Civil War erupted, Coffee, his beliefs in states· 
rights and slavery firm, raised a Confederate regiment in Dade• 

Page 28 



r 
r 
\ 

~ 
I 

I 

r 
r 
I"":\ 
! 
i 

r 
r"" 
I 

I"" 
I 

I 

,.,.,, 
I 

I""' 

I 

("" 
' 

r 
r 
I 

r 

r 
F" 
I 

r 

J oim Trousdale Coffee 

County and won election as its colonel. He also established re
cruiting camps in southern Missouri for General Thomas C. Hind
man. 27 Official reports in Records of the War of the Rebellion 
scarcely mention Coffee until after Sterling Price's Confederate 
victory at Lexington, Missouri. After the Lexington battle, Price 
withdrew his Missourians to Springfield, thence ro the southwest 
corner of the state, and finally to the security of the Boston 
Mountains of Arkansas. 

On March 7, 1862, Generals Price and Ben McCulloch of 
Arkansas, fighting in the command of General Earl Van Dom. 
were defeated in the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, by the Union" 
forces of General Samuel R. Curtis. Again, Price withdrew his 
men to extreme Southwest Missouri and returned to the Boston 
Mountains. Following the Confederate defeat at Shiloh, Tennes• 
see, Price took most of his army to Cori"fith, Mississippi. Soldiers. 
who accompanied Price, joined the Confederate army for three 
years. 28 Confederate units, remaining in Missouri, continued as 
independent commands. . 

Coffee chose not to go with Price. Instead, he established a 
camp at Cowskin Prairie in the southwest comer· of ~lissouri. On 
April 26, 1862, Coffee and some s~ty Missouri.ans under his com
mand joined Colonel Stand Wa~e and his C'herokee· troops in 
a skirmish with the First Missouri Ca~alry. A Confederate victory 
ensued, but Watie, in his report, mentioned that he was forced 
to withdraw because Coffee did not supply expected support :rn 

By mid-May, Coffee had made camp at ~faysville, Arkansas. Four 
hundred Confederates had joined him. Union General Samuel R. 
Curtis described these men as "the most despicable, rough, ragged 
rascals ever congregated together."30 

At the end of the month, Coffee and some 200 of his motley 
ca\·alry joined contingents of Watie's troops to attack Union cavalry 
near Neosho. The rebels surprised their enemy and routed them. 
Watie reported that: "Colonel Coffee's cavalry, which had charged 
simultaneously with our infantry, kept up the pursuit for miles.''31 

In late July 1862, JO Shelby, recently returned from Tennes
see, joined forces with S. D. Jackman and Coffee. The officers 
and their men rode through Neosho and traveled north with Jack
son County as their destination. This force, joined by John T. 
Hughes, Gideon W. Thompson, Upton Hays, Vard Cockrell and 
their men, also actively recruited to swell its ranks. 32 

Union General E. B. Brown became aware of the Confed
erates' plans and reacted accordingly. From his Springfield head• 
quarters, he issued a circular on August 2, calling for the people 
of southern Missouri "to rise in a body and protect their homes 
and families." Brown was convinced that "Coffee and his band," 
in particular, would destroy the Union troops efforts to maintain 
"peace and security."33 

Coffee and his men led the Union troops on a merry chase. 
On August 5, Brown reported to General John M. Schofield that: 
"Coffee has doubled, and yesterday afternoon was going south 
near Mount Vernon, our troops in pursuit of him.''lH On the saml' 
day, Brown sent a dispatch to Colonel Frederick Salomon ancl 
stated that: "Coffee and Uames S.] Rains made a recent raid 
into the State ... but they move so rapidly I have but little hopes 
of coming up with them."311 

Brown's belief, that Coffee was near ~fount Vernon on August 5. 
proved incorrect. On that day, he appeared in ~fontevallo. a small 
town located in Southeast Vernon Countv. \lontC'vallo was not 
far from Coffee's camp on Horse Creek ln thC' Wl•stern part ol 
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John Trousdale Coffee 

Cedar County. When Coffee camped at Horse Creek in earl,
August, about 200 men comprised his force. Through successful 
recruiting, he quickly added over a hundred others to his ranks. 
In Cedar County, the lawyer-politician-Confederate officer had 
enjoyed great military success. His and other Confederate troops 
had so terrorized the county's pro-Union population, during the 
spring of 1862, that many had left the county for the protection of 
Union-held Springfield.38 

At Montevallo, a Union detachment of over a· hundred men 
from Fort Scott, Kansas, surrounded some twenty pro-Southerners 
seeking to join Coffee's band. A skirmish ensued, and those Con
federates that escaped made their way east to Coffee's head
quarters. The commanding officer of the Ur.ion force, Colonel 

Confederate Cavalrf Raiders 

William Barstow, and one of his sergeants purportedly boasted to 
the :\fontevallo townspeople that: "We will have Coffee for break
fast tomorrow morning and we will take him without cream and 
sugar."37 

Told of the Federal attack at :\fontevallo, Coffee set off to 
capture the Union detachment. He wanted to surprise his enemy, 
but a Union sentry discovered the approaching Confederates. The 
Union cavalry mounted their horses and speedily withdrew to 
the south. Coffee and his ill-clad followers charged through the 
town from the east and pursued the retreating Federals. In their 
haste to escape, the Federal force left two supply wagons and 
large quantities of arms and ammunition, which would be put to 
good use by Coffee's men.38 

By August 9, Schofield knew that Coffee had been recmit
ing near Osceola.39 On August 14, Brown informed Schofield that 
Coffee and Rains. with a combined force of some 3,000, probably 
had fonned a junction in Cedar or Barton counties. Schofield, in 
his St. Louis h<>adquartcrs, sent a reply to Brown the same day. 
It illustrated the confusion created hy Coffc•e, his troops and men 
like them in the Union defense of Southwest ~fissouri: 

If Rains and Coffee are both west of vou it must be a 
mistake about any very )arge force south of Forsyth. I 
apprehend it is a mere demonstration to facilitate the 
movements of Rains and Coffee. It may, however, be the 
reverse. The movements of Rains and Coffee mav be in
tended to draw your troops away from Springfield. Do 
not Jet them deceive you. •0 

Coffee may have deceived Brown. as Schofield suggested in 
an .-\ugust l2 report to General Henrv W. Halleck. H hut hC' had 
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John Trousdale Coffee 

not deceived Colonel Clark Wright or Major Samuel Montgomery 
of the Sixth :Missouri Cavalry. Wright had ordered \fontgomery 
to "cut Coffee off," and on August 7, the major's troops success
fu))y carried out the order. His troops had attacked part of Coffee's 
cavalry from the rear, near \fontevnllo. The Confederate cavalry 
leader had split his force before the skirmish, sending half of his 
command to Osceola. Reporting the Wright-Coffee clash, \font
gomery pridefully stated that "we have the old rebel in a tight 

place."42 On the ninth, Montgomery found Coffee's forces re
united near Stockton. The Fourth Missouri Militia and a company 
of artillery engaged the Confederates "just at daylight" on Au
gust 12, "and drove them handsomely .... "43 Shelby learned that 
Coffee was being hard pressed along the Osage River. He rode 
to the aid of his fellow officer, but Coffee and his men had out
ridden and eluded the enemy. They appeared to be out of danger. H 

Subsequently, Coffee and Shelby joined forces and continued 
north from the Osage to the Grand River. Coffee. then turned 
his column west and headed for Independence. Shelby started 
in the opposite direction for Lexington. Both recruited men for 
their ranks along the way. . 

On the night of August 15, Coffee's. cavalry, va,rjously esti
mated at 800 to 1,500 mostly ill-clad, unam;ied Missouri State Guard 
members, prepared to camp a mile south of Lone Jack in Jackson 
County. Other Confederate troops were in the area of Lone Jack 
including the commands of Upton Hays and Vard Cockrell who 
planned to attack Lexington, The latter had camped about six 
miles northwest of Lone Jack.~11 Union troops, however, also were 
nearby. Some 800 troops, under Major Emory S. Foster, had 
marched from Lexington and arrived at the northern edge of Lone 
Jack at about nine o'clock, the evening of the fifteenth. Shooting be
tween Coffee's pickets and the Federal troops occurred immedi
ately. Discovering that Coffee's main force had camped south of 

the town, Foster prepared to attack them. The Union detachment. 
including artillery, had advanced some three-quarters of a mile 
when Coffee's poorly equipped cavalry charged. A volley from 
Union muskets dispersed the Confederates. At the same time, the 
Union artillery fired into Coffee's main camp. Coffee's troops with
drew hastily, and the Union force returned to Lone Jack. 46 

Union cannon fire alerted the other Confederate officers in 
the area, who did not realize that enemy troops were nearby. 
Foster, however, knew about the Confederates. His troops bad 
captured a sergeant from Coffee's command, who informed Foster 
that he was greatly outnumbered. Foster expected reinforcements 
and. therefore, the news did not disturb him. 

Now aware of the Union occupation of Lone Jack, Hays. 
Cockrell, Hunter and Jackman decided to attack the town early 
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lohn Trousdale Coffee 

the morning of the nineteenth. As the Confederates approached 
from their positions toward the town, a musket clischarged and 
the element of surprise vanished. Even so the Union forces vir
tually were surrounded. The Confederates attempted to capture 
the Union artillery more than once. They set fire to the Cave 
Hotel, a rallying point for the Federal troops. Noah Hunt, a Lone 
Jack resident, counted over 110 dead horses laying around the 
square. Vicious hand-to-hand combat accounted for piles of dead 
and wounded. The reinforcements,. Foster expected, never ma
terialized. 

As the battle raged, Coffee busily rallied his troops that had 
been dispersed by the previous evening's engagement. Around 
11 A.M., he was prepared to reinforce Cockrell. Foster had been 
shot, and Captain Milton Brawner had assumed command of the 
beleaguered Federals. As Coffee's troops entered the fray, Brawner, 
short on ammunition and vastly outnumbered, decided to with
draw his force and returned to Lexington. 41 

The Confederates finally occupied ·Lone Jack around noon. 
The fighting had lasted less than five hours. One of the. captured 
Federals, Lieutenant Levi Copeland, was placed under the charge 
of Coffee. Guerrilla leader William· Quantrill arri\'.ed at Lone Jack 
late in the day and, finding that ,Copeland had been captured, 
demanded he be turned over to Quantrill's men. Coffee refused. 
Quantrill, incensed by this rebuff, ordered his men to mount and 
prepare to charge Coffee and his troops. He sent a note to Coffee 
explaining that Copeland "had dragged the father of two of 
Quantrill's men from his home and in front of the man's familr, 
hung him and burned the house." Learning this, Coffee turned 
over Copeland, who was immediately shot by the two sons. 48 

Coffee's reinforcement of Cockrell's troops proved to be his 
finest hour. Arriving where fighting was the heaviest, they caused 
the Federals to flee as their dwindling ammunition gavt! them no 
chance to successfully repel the superior force. Brawner acknowl
edged as much in his report of the battle, ", .. the force under 
Coffee . . . again appeared on our left flank, with the evident 
design of surrounding our worn-out troops and cutting off all 
retreat."40 Because he had sustained minimal losses, had been in 
the right place at the right time, and ranked as the senior colonel 
in Price's army, Coffee believed he deserved the rank of brigadier 
ge~eral. For months, he and Shelby would vie for the brigadier's 
star. 

The Confederate objective to occupy Lexington had been 
thwarted by Foster's desperate defensive action at Lone Jack. At 
the same time, Union forces, commanded by General James Blunt 
from Fort Scott, Kansas, and Colonel Clark Wright's cavalry, plus 
Iowa troops under the command of Colonel Fitz Henry Warren. 
had been ordered by James Totten to try and cut off the Con
federate withdrawal. Coffee's hard-riding cavalry fled southward. 
avoided a confused Wright, crossed the Osage River near Clinton. 
and successfully escaped to the Arkansas line. Shelby followed 
at once. 

All efforts to intercept Coffee and Shelby failed. dt>spite G<•n
eral E. B. Brown's empty boast on August 17 to Schofield that 
Coffee's cavalry "are in a constant state of alarm, prepared to nm· 
and not to fight. and more afraid of the Feds than they are of 
the devil."50 Theodore Gardner. a membt"r. of the First Kansas 
Battery, testified as to the frustration experienced by the Union 
pursuers attempting to capture Coffee's horsemen:· 

Page J2 



r 

r 
l 

r"" 
I 

r 
I 

r 
Fl 
I 

! 

r"' 
I 

r 

i' 

r 

r 
i 

r 

,.... 
i 

r 
I 
I 

John Trousda'ls Coffee 

Before the day [August 17] was-finished we had learned 
that we were beaded for Loan Jack to run Colonel Coffee 
out of Missouri, and although we kept up the pace . . . 
for three days and four nights, the wily Confederate gave 
us the slip and returned to the Ozarks. :11 

William Quantrill 

On the twenty-first, Colonel Wright reported to Brown of his 
chase of the Confederates: "Coffee, Cockrell ... and all the rebel 
bands are together, heading for Dixie. They can outrun Jordan .... 
Their course has been direct, their speed high, and their exercise 
perpehial since I struck their trail."112 Once again the Union army 
controlled Missouri, but the Confederates would return. 118 

Three weeks after the battle of Lone Jack and following 
hot pursuit by the Federals, three regiments of Confederate cav
alry ( one under Coffee's command) met in Northwest Arkansas. 
The regiments were attached to General Thomas C. Hindman, 
who hnd assumed command of the Trans-Mississippi Department. 
A reorganization of the Confederates under Hindman ensued. He 
approved the resignation of General James S. Rains and relieved 
him from duty because of drunkenness. At the same time, Hind
man arrested Coffee on charges of drunkenness and ordered a court
martial. M 

On August 26, General Schofield confidently advised Totten. 
at Springfield, that "the enemy's forces in western Arkansas are 
not all that formidable. They will probably content themselves 
with raids like that of Coffee."1111 General Curtis, from his head
quarters at Helena, Arkansas, told Schofield that "Raines and Cof
fee [apparently awaiting court-martial tria1s] at Fort Smith .... 
Price gone east. No invasion of Missouri."118 

In late July 1862, Hindman was relieved of his command of 
the Trans-Mississippi Department and replaced by General The
ophilus H. Holmes. The latter had received much criticism for 
his "apathy" at Malvern Hill117 and had been transferred to the 
Trans-Mississippi Department. One Civil War historian labeled 
this department, by 1863, as "the junkyard of the Confederate 
army [for generals from the eastern theatre]" until the arrival 

• of Edmund Kirby Smith. 58 Hindman, before being replaced, had 
ordered all Missouri State Guards into the Confederate army. 
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John Trousdale Coffee 

This action prompted General Sterling Price to advise the Con
federate secretary of war, George Randolph, that thirty prominent 
Missourians, including Coffee, should be the men to organize Mis
souri troops for Confederate service.119 

Hindman had placed Shelby in command of a brigade com
prised of three regiments of cavalry, his own and the regiments 
of Coffee and Upton Hays. Shelby called his command the "Iron 
Brigade ... It went into bivouac south of Newtonia. The men were 
threadbare, on short rations and their horses were unshod.60 Not
withstanding these privations, the Iron Brigade fought and won 
its first battle near the end of September. Engagements followed 
at Cross Hollow, Cane Hill and Prairie Grove. All the while, Cof
fee continued to be inactive, presumably awaiting the court-martial 
which convened and tried him in the spring of 1683. Coffee 
won acquittal of the charge of drunkenness and returned to re
cruiting for the Confederate cause in southern Missouri.61 

From his camp near Diamond Grove in Southwest ~ lissouri. 
:Major T. R. Livingston, on ~fay 28, 1863, sent a. dispatch to Price 
which illustrated Coffee's importance to the Confederate cause: 

Colonel Coffee has joined me with a small force of un
organized troops, and will co-operate with .me .... It is 
currently reIJorted here that Colonel Coffee will soon be 
restored to the command of his regiment; if such should 
be the case, we hope that he will be allowed to operate 
in this section of the country. His knowledge of the coun-
try, and the unbounded confidence of the people in him, 
demand that this should be the field of his operations. 62 

Coffee continued recruiting throughout the summer, often 
leading raids designed to create havoc in southern Missouri. His 
forays caused Union Colonel Edwin C. Catherwood to move his 
troops from Springfield, chase Coffee's band and defeat him near 
Pineville, in McDonald County, on August 12. Catherwood won 
a decisive victory, killing 60 to 70 of Coffee's men.63 This affair 
foretold the almost complete Confederate loss of control of Mis
souri except in the extreme southwest corner. Thus, a plan, de
signed by Shelby to draw Federals from their control of the Arkan
sas Valley and Central Missouri, won the approval of Missouri's 
Confederate governor, Thomas C. Reynolds. 

f,A Portion of Gen. JO 
Shelby's Por1rait, As 
Painted by George 

Caleb Bingham 
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John Trousdale Coffee 

Shelby planned a cavalry incursion into Missouri's heartland, 
perhaps even to the state capital in Jefferson City. Besides dis
rupting Union control, the raid would give the Confederates the 
opportunity to retaliate against Union General Franz Sigel's recent 
burning of Bentonville, Arkansas. 84 The raid called for more than 
a thousand cavalrymen under Shelby to dash north toward the 
Missouri River. Coffee was to command a third of Shelby's force. 
Shelby started from Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on September 22, 1863; 
Coffee joined him at Crooked Prairie near Pineville. On October 4, 
at Neosho, Shelby and Coffee forced Union Captain C. B. Mc
Afee to surrender his troops and sizable supply trains. Shelby 
paroled tho.sc captured, and took such supplies as his men could 
pack. Next the Confederates burned every house at Bowers :\fill 
just north of Sarcoxie. Following a cold night's ride north to 
Greenfield, the advance Confederate units under Coffee's command 
arrived at till' town at daylight on October 6. Here they surrounded 
ap.d captur<.'d a garrison of fifty militia, seized all available sup
plies and fired the Dade County Courthouse, used as a federal 
garrison. 811 

When Coffee joined his advance horsemen _at his homet~wn. 
the courthouse. was in flames.88 He immediately ord~red his men 
to take thl' county records from the purning building on • the 
public square and place them in the residence of Judge Nelson 
McDowell. Despite his efforts to save the county records, Coffee 
learned following the war that his land records had been ripped 
from the county deed record book. 8T 

To see the courthouse, where he had practiced law, in flames 
no doubt saddened Coffee. But he was even more deeply saddened 
by another tragedy that had occurred while he was away from .. 
home. Less than two weeks before his return, his wife had died. 
Whether or not Coffee knew of this before his arrival remains 
unknown; and, history does not record 1rhat the bereaved Con
federate ca,-.tlry officer did during his brief stay. Coffee, however, 
probably visited the grave of his wife and certainly looked after 
the disposition of the five children he had fathered.68 

The courthouse fire abated, the family business settled, Cof
fee and bis men continued north with the rest of Shelby's brigade. 
The horsemen crossed the Sac River at Seybert Mill on the road 
to ~felville ( now Dadeville). On the morning of October 7, the 
Confederates began arriving at Stockton, twenty miles distant 
from Greenfield. There they burned the Cedar County Courthouse' 
which had been turned into a Union fort. They then torched the 
Caplinger and Crow water mills nearby and rode on to Fair Play 
in Polk County. They continued on to Humansville, Warsaw, Cole 
Camp, Florence and Tipton, skirmishing with Union troops and 
capturing wagon trains. Some of the Confederate scouts came 
within sight of the night lights of Jefferson City, where General 

,E. B. Brown's Union troops outnumbered Shelby's command more 
than three to one. Brown had left Jefferson City with 4,000 troops 
in pursuit of Shelby, Coffee and the Confederate force, which now 
had encamped near Boonville. General Schofield also had ordered 
General John McNeil to take 2,000 soldiers to intercept Shelby's 
brigade. 

Shelby withdrew his forces, fighting a delaying action against 
his enemies. Breaking camp early on the morning of October 13. 
he headed for Marshall. Outside the Saline County town, Shelby, 
Coffee and Colonel David Hunter and their men engaged General 
Thomas Ewing, Jr., who commanded, according to Shelby, 4,000 
Union troops. Five hours of fierce fighting ensued; dismounted 
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troops fought hand-to-hand combat. During the fourth hour, Cof
fee and Hunter had broken through Ewing's left wing and occupied 
Marshall. About this time, Brown and his men arrived in force. 
Shelby estimated his enemy to now number 9,000. 

Toward the end of the fight, Brown's forces joined up with 
Ewing's. Shelby reported that "their combined forces, outnumber
ing us eight to one, looked absolutely frightful. While forming 
for a final, crushing charge, I determined to retreat, knowing it 
was madness to continue the unequal contest."69 Shelby ordered 
his command to fight through an opening in the Federal right. 
The assault surprised the Union soldiers. The Confederates, in
cluding Coffee's command and the supply wagons, escaped.70 

In his official report of the Battle of Marshall, Shelby included 
Coffee among those officers who "handled their commands with 
great skill, and were ever where the fire was hottest and heavi
est .... "7 1 Shelby led his force to Waverly, thence southward. Not 
out· of danger until they crossed the ~ac River at Seybert Mill. 
the Confederates made camp, October 17, at John Dunkle's farm 
on Rock Prairie (now Everton), twelve miles southeast· of Green
field. They reached Pineville, in ~1cDonafd County, the follqwing 
night. Once again "under whips and spurs," Slielby's Iron Brigade 
had outridden, outfought and outmaneuvered the Federals, who 
outnumbered them more than sfa: to one. They arrived in the 
Arkansas hill country four hours ahead of Brigadier General John 
McNeil's Union force.12 

Shelby wrote of the raid: "my command increased about 
600. . . . fought five battles; had daily skirmishes; traveled 1,500 
miles. . . . My men and horses are worn out, and must rest here 
[Washington, Arkansas] for a week or two.''73 Shelby had reached 
Washington forty-one days after starting the raid. His men traveled 
an average of thirty-six miles each day. 7~ The "Great ~lissouri 
Raid" ended warfare of any importance in ~e state during 1863.7:1 

Shelby's aide, John N. Edwards, a few years after the war 
ended, wrote of his commander and the brigade's exploits. He 
facetiously portrayed Coffee, during the 1863 raid, as a "politick
ing" officer bent always on electioneering. Edwards recalled at 
Cole Camp, while the Confederates were dressed in Union garb, 
"Coffee electioneered for Congress and explained his position."76 

To Edwards, Coffee, at the drop of his cavalry hat, would orate 
to soldiers and civilians alike. Seemingly he exhibited this trait. 

Confederate guerrillas and UnJon troops fight for supply train. 
NARS 
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John Trousdale Coffee 

common of recruiters, throughout the war. 
Shelby emerged from the raid a household name and a prime 

favorite of Governor Reynolds, if not Price. Surprisingly, follow• 
ing the raid, General Hindman relieved Shelby as commander 
of the Iron Brigade, at the same time General John S. Marmaduke 
took command of all the Price cavalry on October 22, 1863. 

Because of bureaucratic haggling in the Confederate govern• 
ment at Richmond, Virginia, Shelby did not receive his brigadier's 
star until early 1864. 71 Coffee, a senior colonel in Price's army and 
a colonel when Shelby held a captain's rank, was passed over. Bit• 
terness ensued among Coffee's supporters when Shelby received 
the star. Lewis Renfro, for example, commented later: "I don't 
know just how this happened, for Colonel Coffee was senior in 
rank, but by some hook or crook the plum went to Shelby."n 
Doubtless, those loyal to Coffee recalled his timely arrival to insure 
victory at Lone Jack with Shelby twenty miles away, his dramatic 
break through Ewing's encirclement outside Marshall and their 
day.to.day associations with him. The fact that Shelby's past mili
tary successes actually overshadowed Coffee's record apparently 
did not enter into their thinking. 

Denied his general's star, Coffee left his regiment: fflld Gideon -
Thompson succeeded him as its commanding officer. Thompson's 
new command consisted of only three companies of cavalry and 
one compariy of infantry. After Coffee's resignation, official reports 
afford scant information about him until Sterling Price reorganized 
the army in the summer of 1864. Shelby received command of a di• 
vision composed of his brigade and those of Jackman and Colonel 
Charles H. Tyler. Coffee, in turn, became the colonel of a "paper" 
regiment of Missouri cavalry, transferred from Jackman's brigade 
to Tyler's. Coffee's orders gave him until September l to fill his 
regiment's ranks.19 

Following Jefferson Davis's proclamation forgiving deserters, 
Coffee believed that hundreds of deserters, located in the northern 

Gen. Sterling Price 

tier of Arkansas counties, would return to the Confederate ranks. 
Coffee and Jackman and over fifty other officers were empowered 
to recruit.80 Shelby thought that 3,000 men might. come in, and. 
if this occurred, Coffee again would have a full regiment to com
mand. However, the recruiting success did not materialize: and 
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when Shelby prepared to join Price in his 1864 raid into Missouri, 
the cavalry commander debated whether to leave Coffee at Bates
ville, Arkansas, to continue recruiting, or to talce him along. He 
decided that leaving Coffee would only provide "a nucleus for 
the deserters to come back to." Since this was undesirable, he 
ordered Coffee to join Jackman's brigade _.in the expedition and 
allowed him to recruit to fill his regiment ieyond the September I 
deadline. 81 Coffee thus recruited as the expedition traveled to 
Fredericktown, Missouri; he hoped to fill his quota pf men, but, 
by October 3, he had not done so. ~helby relieved Coffee from 
Jackman's brigade and ordered him to report to Price. 

Shelby's lengthy "Report of Price's Missouri Expedition," writ
ten by Edwards in December 1864, did not mention Coffee. Nor 
was Coffee mentioned in any of the reports after the Battle of 
Pilot Knob, on September 27, until the war's end. Two Union 
officers, however, believed that Coffee may have been foraging 
for wheat in the Arkansas Fourche LeFave bottoms south of 
Dardanelle, early in 1865. 82 

After the Battle of Westport, in late 1864 or early 1865, Cof
fee moved his family overland to Waco, Texas. A family history 
suggests that Coffee went to Waco at the invitation of friends of 
his brother, Franklin Brown Coffee, wBo had been'a;member or 
the Texas Rangers. 83 While the reason for this trip may never be 
known, his staying in Missouri could have been dis·asterous. 

Sometime after the Confederate surrender at Appomattox, Cof
fee, per sona non grata among Union sympathizers, might have 
been physically harmed if he returned to Southwest Missouri. His 
derring-do throughout the war had made him one of the most 
feared of all Confederate officers operating in the war-ravaged 
area. The charred brick courthouse hulks at Greenfield and Stock
ton stood as mute testimony to his perfidy. 

Passed over as senior colonel in Price's army, Coffee had lost 
the coveted brigadier's star. The Drake Constitution of 1865, 
adopted by the Missouri State Convention, debarred him from prac
ticing law and holding political office in Missouri, both of which 
he had pursued as his peacetime livelihoods. Death had claimed 
his third wife in late 1863, leaving him to care for seven children, 
five of them under fifteen years of age. Discouraged, apprehen
sive and worn out from four years of fierce warfare, Coffee, with 
his children, joined scores of Missouri Confederates who decided 
to start life anew in Texas. 

After the surrender of the Confederate Army of the Trans
Mississippi by General Edmund Kirby Smith, General Shelby, re
fusing to capitulate, moved to Eagle Pass, Texas. At this time, he 
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purportedly asked Coffee to join his force as a mercenary and 
fight under the flag of Emporer Maximilian of Mexico.84 Coffee 
declined and instead surrendered himself in Austin, Texas, to 
General George A. Custer. The ex-Missouri Confederate signed 
a formal oath of allegiance to the United States on July 26, 1865.811 

The displaced parolee made a final move from Waco to 
Georgetown, Texas, the county seat of Williamson County. Within 
three months, he married his fourth wife, Eunice Amelia Allen 
Vontress. The native Texan, a twenty-seven-year-old widow and 
mother of a small daughter, had been the wife of Edward Hughes 
Vontress, a prominent Georgetown judge and Confederate war
time major. Vontress had died sixteen months earlier near Alex
andria, Louisiana, when a bolt of lightning struck him. Coffee 
and his seven children moved into his bride's home. When three 
of the girls reached "courting age," two rooms were built on to 
the front of the house. His fourth wife bore him six more children. 

The ex-Confederate operated a goat ranch nine miles west 
of Georgetown. For a third time, he qualified to practice law in 
a new state. The States' Rights Democrat also resumed participa
tion in politics. During the 1870s, Coffee supported the establish
ment of Georgetown College and the GeorgetoW}!. . Railroad. Al- • 
though he never returned to Miss9uri, Coffee unsuccessfully 
attempted to regain clear title to his Dade. County property, which 
finally sold for delinquent taxes, in February 1879. 

Coffee and bis family maintained an .:active membership in 
the Georgetown Methodist Episcopal Chwth South. In 1882, the 
veterans of the Civil War, who lived in Williamson County, or
ganized and elected Coffee as their first presiden't.-Eight years 
later, he died at Brownsville, Texas, on May 23. 88 

The John T, Coffee Bouse At Greenfield, Aa It Appeared In 1977 

Probably most remembered for his wartime service to the 
Confederacy, Coffee should not be cnst as a Confederate guerrilla 
in the mold of William C. Quantrill. But Coffee's mission, if not 
his tactics, appeared the same as all guerrilla leaders: to keep 
a maximum number of Union troops off balance and committed 
to protect loyal Union citizens. For instance, when Union General 
Benjamin F. Loan wrote President Abraham Lincoln in October 
1863. that he needed more troops, Loan named Coffee as the arch
type guerrilla leader. Due to lack of Union protection, Coffee's 
forays. according to Loan. forced ~issouri's pro-Union citizen.,; 
to either go into exile or unite in armed defense of their homes.ST 
According to one historinn of the Civil War, Confederate militarv 
activity in ~Hssouri "kept the Union military forces of the horde;. 
who overwhelmingly outnumbered them, mobilized, harassed and 
not available for utilization in other theatres wh('re they were badly 
needcd."88 Coffee's learlership of Confederate forces, his abilitv 
to recruit effecti\'ely and the military tactics he employed greatl;-
1",; ~t,,,1 in m:1int:1i11inrT ~h" ~rrnwnclm1-; imhabncp in 1111mbc>rs 
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•John K. Hulston is an attorney· who lives in Springfield, Missouri. He 
has been a trustee of The State Historical Society of. Missouri si.nce 1976. H_e 
received the A.B. degree from Drurv College, Springfield, and hu J .D. degree 
from the University of Missouri-Columbi~. . . . 

James W. Goodrich is the associate duector of The State HJStortcal Soc1et~· 
of Missouri and an associate editor of the !°>llSSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW. He 
received the M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in American History from the Universit~· 
of Missouri-Columbia. 
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JOHN TROUSDALE COFFEE Page 42 
Received 1972, fron Don Ruth Merritt, Dallas, Texas. 

(The following copy wae sent to me. Think the GAZETTE in which 
it wae reprinted was at Georgetown, Texas.) 

Col. John!• Coffee 

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF A NOBLE AND USEFUL MAN 

(The following ie from the ~ade County Advocate, published at 
Greenfield, Mo. the former home of the late Col. John T. Coffee, who 
died in this city a few ~onthe ago, and for an opportunity to publish 
this sketch, the GAZETTE is indebted to Meeere. Strickland & Strange) 

John Trousdale Coffee wae born in the year 1818, in Tennessee, 
in which state he wae educated, grew to manhood, and Married hie 
first wife, a Mies Stone (other records say Mies Soule) who died 
without issue, leaving him a widower, whi~e yet.a young man. He was 
a near relative of Gen. John Coffee of the U.S. AT"'ty, who died in 
Alabama in 1834. In the early forties he enlisted a company for the 
war betwwen the United States and Mexico, but,.l:,y the time he reached 
New Orleans on hie way to the front, the war had ended and he dis
charged hie ~en and again turned hie attemtion to civil duties. About 
1852 he ~oved to Dade County, Miesouri, and was engaged in the practice 
of law at Greenfield for a nu"'lber of years, during ,-,hich period he 
served as District Attorney one or ~ore terMs. He wae married to hie 
eecond wife, a Mies Hunt of Bolivar, Polk Co, Mo, who subsequently died, 
leaving one child, Catherine, now Catherine Snyder. In 1845 he wae 
Married to hie third wife, Miee Marriet Weir, who di~d at her home 
Pt~il near thie place during the late rebellion. Several children were 
born of this marriage. About 185? hw was elected to the State Senate 
and served a portion of the term when he was recommended by both 

branches o! the Legielature to a Captaincy in the regular arTTty. The 
Appointnent was ~ade and accepted, and he returned to Greenfield, 
enlisted a company and went to Fort Leavenworth. In about a year from 
thie time he resigned hie co~niasion on account of ill health and 
returned to Greenfield about the Holidays in 1856. Here again he 
engaged in the practice of law and also in farMing. In 1858 he was 
elected to the lower house of the Legislature and wae made Speaker of 
the House. ue wae succeeded in 1860 by W.K. Lathum. At the outbreak 
of t!1e late rebellion, he cast his lot with the South, raised a 
regiment for the Confederate Service and took an active part in the 
War until it ended. after the war he left Missouri and in 1865 
settled in Georgetown, Texas, where he again engaged in the practice 
of law and far'ling. Oct. 26th, 1865, he was married to hie fourth 
wife, Mre Eunice Vontrees, of G~orgetown, Texas (widow of Judge 
Vontrees) He lived with hie fa~ily on hie faTT"'I near Georgetown, and 
engaged in law and politics up to the ti~e of his death, which 
occurred Friday, May 23rd, 1890. 

Col. John T. Coffee was a ~an of positive convictions and 
strong in his friendships. He beca"!e a ~-!aeon at the age o! twenty one, 
was a charter !'le"!ber of L/til Wal!hington Lodge No. 87, A.F.&A.M. 
charted at Greenfield, Mo, in 1847. He was a T'!e~ber of the Methodist 
Epiecopal Church, South, in which faith he died. He left eurviving 
him a wife and eleven children. 

It will be seen by the above that ~uch of Col. Coffee's life 
was connected with this city, and all our older citizens know hiT'l 
personally, while there ar~ scarcely any h~re who do not know so~e
thing of hi~ p~rsonallv or bv reputation. 
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JOHN TROUSDALE COFFEE 
Received 1972, from Don Ruth Merritt, Dallas, Texas Page 43 

John Trouedale Coffee b 14 Dec 1818, ::.irtith Co, Tenn. Di-::d 23 May 1890, 
Georgetown, Williameon Co, Texae. Bur. I.0.0.F. Cemetery. 

Son ot Joehua M. Coffee and Jane Trousdale 
married 1st Eliza Stone- no ies. She buried in Cleveland (Bnadley Co) 
Tennessee. Insc. reads: ELIZA COFFEE, wife of Col. John T. Coffee. 
Died ~ec. 14, 1841. Age 17 yeare. 
Married 2nd Miel! Hunt, in Miseouri. Married 3rd Harriet L. Weir, 
Greenfield, Dade Co, Mo. She died during Civil War. Married t~a. Mre 

Eunice Allen Vontreee, Georgetown, Texas. 
/, children: (ind mar.) Catherine Jane b 7 Oct 1844 rt John w. Snyder 
J, (3rd mar) Uharles Franklin ?2 March 1847, Dade Co, Mo. Died Dec. 1935 

Chadron, Nebraska. (Evidently another quit., a "character." Wae 
elected to Cowboy Hall of Farte in 1966. Veteran o! the entire 

Civil War at age 18. Trailed Cattle Texas-Wyo~ing for the Snyder 
Brothers. Then settled himeelf in Wyoming-Western ~ebraeka. Etc. 
(with plenty of etc!) ~irarried Virginia Ashland Toney. 3 ch. 

3 Marietta b ca 1853, Mo. married Hi Webb . • 
q-Arthur BB Feb 1850. Mo. Died 1880 in Chugwater, Wyoning, when accidently 

shot by hie own gun. Buried C~eyenne, Wyo. _ 
Sciamuel Buffington b ca 1855 died Nebraska c 1907. Lett eone- one, 

Harry Buffington, President of 'Omaha Stockyarde, etc. 
/,; Willian F - ca 1857 died Louisiana 1944 • • • 
'!·"Lula ca 1861 narried Lum Bradford 4th "larriage: 
i John Trousdale Jr 15 Sept 1866 died 6 June 1944 . Had at least eons 

Rector Cope Coffee and l~~ft~• Both buried I.0.0.F. Cem. Georgetown 
(Have had conversation with Ruth, widow of R.C. and got eo~e of 
family data from her. Jamee' widow wae also still living last 
year------ never ~ind; I'm getting loused up. This Ja~ee, whose 
widow was still living and who got the history of her illuetrioue 
forbear-in-law sort of, confused, ehall we say, wae the youngest 
eon of Old John T himself) _ . 

t{' Ella Josephine 3 Nov 1868-22 Jan 1950 married Frank :iearwood , 
i~Florence "larried R.T. Hanna 
//TOM"lye b 1n Aug 1871 died 16 !.-!arch 1963 !'tarrierl 1? Sept 1894 IJilliaM 

Francis ~'.agee 
/~ 1Ja"lee b 1877 died 195? 

(All the childr~n of the last Marriage born in Georgetown. 

Re: Joshua M Coffee (Rev.)- he was the youngest son of Dilliam 
Coffee and Mary (somebody said wae McAllister?). Brother of "my boy" 
David. J.M. was born in Buckingham Co, Va. William lived in Bedford 
Co, Va, then sold out, and the next records had him "Vlillia'ITI Coffee 
of Buckingha1"! Co, Va." Hence, his last two children, born after the 
1784 eelling, and evident noving, "luet have been born in B. Co. 
David Coffee and brother Pleasant B. Coffee married eistere, Sytha 

and Judith ~eadows, respectively, in Prince ~dward Co. About 1806 or 7 
they, along with Joshua M. went to Smith Co, Tennessee. David and 
Pleaeant B eold the land "which came to me from my father William 
Coffee by hie will of May 1798", probably to finance the move, for 
they both got "money in hand~ Then real qui ck, in St'li th Co, David 
started buying land- the first was from the Trousdalee. Joshua M 
didn't eell hie Virginia land "fro~ rriy father'' until 1810, when hie 
deed eaid he was of Smith Co, Tenn. Probably had eomething to do with 
hie having ~arried Jane T. in Jan of that year! Hie deed ie no doubt 
recorded in the burned Buckingha~ Co recoroe, but eo~ehow a photocopy 
of the deed it8elt repoees in a file all by itsel! (indexed ae Coffe~, 
by t~e way) in the archiv~e in Virginia. 
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From Don Ruth Merritt, ·Dallas, Texas, 1972. Page 44 

f "t In February 1822, David died,_ and left the estate-taking-care 
o o my bro~ner Joshua M. Coffee. Both David and Joehua M had 
becorne fairly solid citizene of the county, from the way they got 
into the recorde - county officers, on road committees, executors of 
wills of other solid citizens, and all the rest. J.M. did quite a bit 
of land selling and buying. Then at Alexandria he wae a "lerchant, 
post ~aster-- no rnention of hie having anything to do with any sort 
of preaching. 

Then he moved to Warren County- where A~broee Coff~'s children 
had already eeconeed the~selves- a~brose's son Jeeee Coffee built the 
first brick house in McMinnville, son-in-law Jewell ran the big hotel
and all theee Coffees signed things for each other, the way kinfolks 
did. Local history says Jesse and Joshua M fro~ the ea~e fa~ily, re
lated, tho different branch. General John (also a Peter Coffee grandson) 
has in one of his diaries that he "laid the night with cousin Jesse in 
Warren County---- none of these kind folks give eo rnuch ae a clue as to 
how the cousinshil> ca"le about, if any. ,~1,1~R4 ..i TeNIJ 

In 1842 Joshua l'IT. died, and the County'-re1W_rds .show ·that he left 
poor Jane owing in excess of $28,000, a tidy sum for those days. Still 
no mention of his ministry. I'm crass enough te wonder whether he started 
his preaching before or after he lost his rnoney.Sornebody started putting 
Rev. before his name, and so~e descendants say he was a minister, some 
eay Methodist. He May have been what they called a "local elder" and 
one of these days I'm checking into his ~inisterial background. If it 
were Methodist, the Theological Library over here at S.M.U. has a moet 
beautiful line-up of conference reporte that give even the ~ethodiet 
Elders, who weren't ordained rniniatere. Maybe he was one of those. 

Anyway, that'e who Joshua M. was. 
Their- his and Jane T's- son Franklin B, or Benjamin Franklin, 

wae said to have been the firet "!an killed in the Mexican War. Whether 
the first, he wae killed-official record: 9-20-1846. Pvt. Co D Tenn. 

Oldest son '.'lilliam joined the Federal arniy dfor the Civil War, 
and for so~e reason the intensely C.S.A. meMbere of the family lost 

track of him. 
Ja~ee Barneet died of T.B. unMarried. 

ThoMas S went to Miesouri - was in Dade Co awhile. Then is said 
to have gone to California. 

Lucinda M married Andrew uackson Wood and ~oved to ~exas. 
!!ary Jane !'!arried Tennison J. Wilson 

Nuicy ~arried Dr Charles Turner New of Cannon Co, Tenn. Their 
son, John Coffee New, graduated fro"t West Point, and wae a man of 
affairs in the county. 

The r~et of theM I know not what happened to. ~hould like to. 
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THE SOUTHWESTERN HISTORICAL QUAllTEIUJ 
·voL. LXIX No.:.! 

Pages 145 - 162 

Jlolland 6olfee of Jeed Kiver 
AUDY J. AND GLENNA MIDDLEBROOKS 

A
TIMI:: APl'ROACIIED FOR TIIE MEl::Tl:>;G OF TIIE ~u:11-.1, 

Congress o( ~he ~epuhlic: of _Texas, Dr. Daniel Rowl,·11. 

a representative from Red R1\'cr County, set out tor tlw 
capital at Houston with a petition in his ~ddlc ba~s. That i11s1111 

mcnt stated Lhat Lhc signers, mosL of whom livt·d hcLWl'Cll l~n1, 

D'Arc Creek and Cotfec·s StaLion, were askin~ for the pri,·i!t-~•· 
of forming a new county. 

Soon after the opening of the s(·ssion Dr. RowlclL and !tis ll-1111\, 

representati\'es from Reel River County, Edward 11. 'brra111 a11d 
Collin McKinney, were named to a··special tomn,1~uet· w t:011sit!,·1 
the request of the petitioners. It is 110 surprise thaL the com111i11n· 

reported favorably. That congress conct1rred is 'shown hv rill' Lu t 
that the only debate stirred by the hill. read first on Oc1 olil'r :: 1. 

183;, was over a name for the new county. The ,pun,111s ,11!, 
mitted the name Independence: Patrick C . .Jack uf Rraw, i., 1 t· 
quested that their d10ice he struck from Lhe mcasun.: ;111d 111,11 
the name Fannin, in honor of James ,valkcr Fa1111i11, 1,.. '"'·cl 
instead. Over Dr. Rowlell's protesL Jack's mot ion carried 011 t lw 

third reading, and the proposcd political unit, with Prt"sid1·111 
Houston's endorscmcm, became a reality un Ikn·ml)cr q. 1S::-;. 

As its first representative the sparse population ol Fannin C.111111 
ry elected Holland Coffee, a lllt'rcham who, wirh '[i·11111·"1·.111 
Silas Colville, operated a rracling post on Rctl Ri,cr ·•Pl",,,, 
mately eleven miles northwest of present day lkni~o11. 'h·,.1,.· 
Detractors and romanticists o[ recent years han· ust·d ,11 .. 11~ h 

contrasting colors in depicting 1he early Tcxa, ct1trl'pt1·11t·111. ,111.t 

apparently both groups have some justifica1io11. 

Holland Coffee, born on August 15, 1807,2 to Ambrose and 
Mildred (Moore) Coffee, was descended from Edward and Ann 
(Powell) Coffee who lived in Essex County, Virginia, in the 
early eighteenth cemury. 3 A brrandson of Edward, Ambrose Coffee 
left Virginia with relatives and friends to live for a time in t.hc 
western counties of North Carolina. Notable in this group besides 
the Coffees were the Moores and the Hayes-John Coffee (Jack) 
Hays, the noted Texas Ranger captain, was a relative of the Cof
fees. It cannot be proven that in moving west Ambrose lived in 
\Varren County, Tennessee, but since several of his children were 
there,• it seems thaL the McMinnville vicinity may havl' lll'('!I 

home, at least briefly. for the restless pioneer. Altt·r :\111l1111w·, 

death in 1818, Holland aud Chriswphcr G1·ecnup, 0111\ ~111\'inn~. 

child of Ambrose's second marria~,~ in tX 12, prnhabl\' \n·111 '" 

Mcl\·linnvillc to lh·e. 
In tTa\'cling to the Arkarn,as.'Jcxas an·a m·t·r :i d1·( ;ult- !.1, .. 1 

Holland Coffee was assrn ia1ed with ;1 ~roup ol \\',1111· 11 , : .. ,, 11,,. 
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Hollaml Co/Jee of Red River 

residents, 6 a face which indicates that he began his 111ig-ra1 io11 10 

Texas from that section r:uher than from \Vayne and Pulaski 
counties in Kentucky where his father lived the last sevN,tl n-.ir, 
of his life. The exact dale of the party's departure from 1i:1111e:,~t·,· 

is not recorded. But George Strother Gaines, who in 1he lall ol 
1830 led a small company of Choctaws tu the Indi.m Ti.-rri111rv 10 

choose lands for the relocation of the 1rihc west of the ~li:,~i:,sippi. 
reported that while in camp on 1hc solllh bank 1)f rlw :\rkam;1, 

River near Fort Smith. Arkansas, he purchased s11pplin I n>111 

Coffee and Colville, traders.'' In 18:tl, at the head of a p;111 v 111 

forty trappers, Coffee explored trade possibilities to Lhl· s1111Lll\\'nl 

and in rapid succession set up posts, the first of which w.1, i11 
present-day Tillman County. Oklahoma, whih: Liu· oilu·r I\\" 

were to the east near Red River in what are prescmly l.11\l· .111d 
Cotton counties: 

Another report on Holland Coif cc in the Red Ri, l'r .1rl'.1 , .1111•· 

from James Bowie, who wrote: 

.\Ir. Henry Rueg 
Jefe Politico of Nacodochcs District '· , • 
• Sir I have made my wur through ti~ J 111lian \'illagcs a1Ui 111.11..,· 

this my report. The Shawneci. were all iu a_ <lrunkcu frolli1 I.. wl111 h 
I learned before reaching tlH:m and did 1101 calJ 011 thc111, J tht"11 

went to Big Mushes village where I found him and all of his people 
drinking and dancing waited on them one day to get sober but 
they did not and I then proceded to Bowls village which I found 
in good disposition he called his ·war chiefs and councelors tog·eather 
and after a consel with them agreed to go himself and all his men 
on the Proposed campaign, and immediately despatched his couriers 
to all the Cherokees and Shawnees to meet at his house in four 
days from today in order to march with me, it is necessary to state 
to you the information I receh·ed today which has caused me to 
change my former intended rout :111d ask your cooperation and aid 
I learned from Matthew Sims who lives high up on the trinity 
river and has come direct from Robins ferry he states that the 
troops from Austins colJony ~ay two hundred and fifty has all 
mard1ed and last Tusday united at the head of the Navasota whid1 
it is impossible for us to overtake by going that rout. 1\fr. Sims 
also infonns me that one of the Chickasaw Indians who live with 
the Kichie. come from Hall's Trading house with him to Robins 
ferry told him on the way that all the \Vacoes Tewackanecs and 
lbwakees and some of the Comanches has assembled near Coffees 
trading house above the cross timbers on Red River, and Coffee 
has advised them to go to the interior and kill Mexicans and bring 
their horses and mules to him and he would give them a fair price 
for them ·and further states that a short lime since a party of 
Towad1anoes came to Coffees Trading house from a trip to Colorado 
and informed him that they killed and robbed some Americans 
Mr. Coffees answer was all well and to proceed with the business, 
he would protect them and gi\'e them market for their plunder 
and also stated that Coffee had for his protection at his house two 
hundred of that class of Indians and twenty-five white men, this 
is corToborated by a Chickasaw who was in the Battle when John 
Williams was killed. he rnmc to Bowls day before yesterday on a 
mission from the Keechies \\';1roes 1i,wocones and Comanches, pro
posing a tre:1ty between them ancl the Cherokees which was not 
accepted by them. I wish you to take e\'ery step in your power 
to put a check 10 this abuse and rcconnnencl you to raise fihy or 
more men to join with the Cherokees and Shawnees and pro<·ee<I 
immediately Lo Coffees 11ci~hl10rhood on Rl'd River when• Wt' ~hall 
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Ho/laud Cuffee of Reel Rivn 

find the enemy and probably foll in with the party of Americans 
that has gone om from the other Colonies. The Cherokees are 
anxious that vou should send with them as man\' of the :\Jexicans 
that live in Nacogdoches ;1s you can-for more ·of the particulars 
I refer you to Doctor Mitchen;on who will hear this 

Yours with Respect 
James Bowie' 

A more direct report on Coffee's activitics ht·lnri· ht" , ;111 ,.,. 

identified definitely with Reel River-Fannin Co11111v hi,1nn 1-. 

found in a Jetter from his partner, Silas Culvillt-. 011 111!, :·.1. 

1837, from \Valnut Bayou, Pawnee ~arion. l1t· wr111<·. 

Mr. Coffee & myself ha\'e made a visit to rhe l11d1.111 \'!!!.•.·:•-. 

and found them very much alanned. Some Quawp.iw lmli.111~ I, ... , 
told them we were coming with a stronl{ fonc 10 111.tk<' wa1 'I!'"'' 
them on account of Some Texans they had killed .111d ~1111w l111-,1111..-1, 

they had among them. \-Ve ransomed lour .-\111eri1 .111 1'1 ;, .. ,w, ,. ;, 
Woman ancl child and two Boys taken from the C:uloradn in !,·.)..,ts 

\Ve gave them to 11nders1.11ul that our hw,i 11c~s wa~ r" , 1 a, Ii- .111111w•. 

tltem and live at peace Uut that we could nor h!'. 1p1irl' ."i,•t•<..1;11111, 

to their outrabrcs on -1cxas. 'fo this rhey .{11:ldc 110 11·1JlY ;Ille! I cf,. 

not know what the n.-sult may be Llltt I hopl' la,111 ;iii!,:. \\ ,. °ht·;11 

of one other prisoner among them wl1i1 Ir' wc itlll't1tl .'" li.11 e. \\',· 
are about thirty strong and we think drar ;1 -"illi1 i,·111 !u11, 1 .. ·", 

either offensive or Dcfe11si\'e." 

'Tivo months later, Holland Collt·l· hc11r~lr1 l.111cl i11 1d1.11 "1,1n 

cntly Grayso11 Cu1111ty, 'lcxas. Bn.ilbl' 111 ,trll\C'(llll'III 1·\,·111-. ·' 

description o( tltt' tract is intert"~ti11~. 

Texas Red River, Sept. 28 1837 
Know all men by these prc~ents 1hat J Cc·or~e h1·1 ol Rn! !-'.1,,·1 

District has bargained sold and deli\'crnl 1111111 I l11ll.1111' , ... d,·,· .1!! 

my right title interest and daim to an i111JJJHH·11H·111 h 111;.: "" • '" 

south ~ide of Red Ri\'cl' near the j111111io11 ,,1 111,· F.11i. \\ ·"lt.1•., 
on the Place (?) George key now li\'c~ cmlir;1ci11g rlw I'',, 1:, •.••• , "' 
holding one league of land the right wlrc·1c·of I w.1n.,111 .111,' ,:,-r,,.,· 

from the claim or claims of any pt·rso11 or p<·r,011, 111 .. 1,"'''' '·'""'' 
o[ I.he sum of thn:c l11111dred anti lilly D0!!;11,.. •·· 

Also in 1837, Jolin Hart and his parrnns. l,11111·, ..... I',.,,,., .,11,' 

\Villiam R. Baker, laid daim to land in 1he .,.11111· , 11 i1111\. \\ !11 11 

a dispute rose, Han insisted thar he: and 1hc: lt1k1·1., l,11i!1 ,1.,(T 

cabins on the land. cleared ancl cultiv:11nl f11111 a, rn, r!1t·11 ll'.,,n'. 

the place to John F. '.\foody, whoaband11111·d llrl' p111p1·,1, 1,1:!1,,111 

warning. Hart said 1ha1 on '.\loocly's dq,;111111l· l l111!.,11d \ : .. 1'n· 

took possession. Also ht· claimc:d that lrl' !1.111 B.1,d < --""" ,ui -.,·\ 

the land but that Daniel .'.\lonta~ue, rite 11111111\ ,111,,-1 .. ,. 11 .. 1!!,'. 

not enter Cason's papers as being official. Hart brought suit 
ag~inst Coffee, and during the proceedings court and litigants 
adJourned to the site of the dispute, hut the plaintiff Jost. Later 
the argument w;1s renewed when Hart met Silas Colville at \\'ar
ren, and in the light which ensued Hart was kilJcd. 11 On October 
20,_ 1 ~41, Manin D. Hart, son of John Hart, filed suit again, 
clamung 1,014 acres of Coffee's land, but he, too, lost. 

To his brother-in-law, Dr. John Steele \oung, secretary of state 
for Tennessee, Silas Col\'illc wrote from Shawneetown, Texas, on 
July to, 1842: 
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Holla11tl Cuflre o/ Jlr.,l Hiva 

The affair between Capt John Hart and myself took place about 
tl1e first of May .p, in which I acted on the de£ensive and Hart 
fell, a Victim a misguided and overbearing disposition. The rela
tives of Hart in this Country are numerous and they partake a 
good deal of tl1e dispasition of the unfortunate Deed. They are a 
lawless Set and ha\'C always carried their poi111s by violence. Since 
the affair between their leader and myself they have watched my 
path for an opportunity to ass:1ssinate me up to the time of my 
trial, since which time their anger has greatly subsided. Public 
opinion was so much in my favor that it seems to have cowed them. 

My trial took place on the ht l\londay of May )asL Judge Ten·ell. 
formerly a lawyer of Tennessee hut a Native of S. Carolina, pre
sided. The trial was short but created a great deal of excitement. 
The friends of both parties were on the Court yard Armed and 
equipt (not according to Law but according to custom). The Verdict 
of the Jury and the .Judg of the Court and the warm congratulations 
of the Spectators who were anxiously awaiting the Issue proda imed 
me Justifiable. 

I am now on my little Farm attending to my pigs and poultry, 
in good Health with fine prosperts of a plentiful· crop._ r shall 
close by adding that Holland Coffee, who was here since I com
menced writing, sends his friendly. regards to .)~ou.12 

In 1840, Coffee and Colville divided the property which they 
held jointly, each taking an equal sh:i.re.13 Sirice the division took 
place the year following Coffee's marria~e. it is possible that the 
entrance of a third party affected the business relationship. It 
seems, however, that they remained friends, for while in Nacog-

doches on .January 10, 1843. Coffee appeared before Chief l11s1i11· 
Hart and designated Colville his legal attornev ... 

The exact nature of Holland Coffee's rclatio1;ship 10 1lw \rn111.,11 

he manicd. Mrs. Sophia Aughinb;mg-h. prior to Fd,rnarv. 1 X·:••· 

is still unknown. Sophia, the second child of \Villia111 ;md l.;11.11.1 

(Taylor) Smtenfield, had been born at ren·ntl\' n.·•t·~1alili-.l11"d 
Fon \Vayne, Indiana, about December :J, 181_r1• ())1 .July I.I, ,x-:::. 
before she rcilchcd her eip;hteemh birthday, site 111arri1·d ln-.l" 

Augustine Aughinbaugh. who headed the "Coumv St·1ui11,11 \ •• 

that yearY It seems, however. that he may ha,c ldt tt:ad,i 11:-:, ,., 

enter business, for a year after his marria~e the local tl<'\\'sl'•'!"'' 
carried an advenisemcm for "J. A. Aug;hinhaugh and Co11q1. 111,. 

drugg-ists."•t1 A rcccipL which Professor :\ughinbaugh ga\1' l'.111 .. 11 

Brackenridge for paymem of tuilion and "SlnH• n.·111. lucl .,, •• 

~hows that the writer \\'as a µ.oo<l pcnm:111, and spt·llt-il .,11d , , 
phered cotTectly-auributcs s11111L·timt's lal'kin~ i11 1l1e I 11111111·1 
pedag-ogue. 1; 

At Naco~dochcs, 'lcxas. 1111 Julr 8, 11-i:1:,. e111ry p;1pn, \\1'11· 

made out to "'Jesse Augu!'>tinc :\ughinhaugh" ,1a1i11g 111.,1 lw ··,, 
a man of good morals and c.:us1011b, clcvoted 10 the 11111:..1i111111111 

and the laws of peace, ancl of the Christian n·ligion. ol tlll' ,1.,1,· 

of matrimony and g-cncrally known as a good 111;111." 1• l·.k\1• 11 

days later Jorge A1110nio !'l:ixon. land co111111is!'>i11nl.'r lor I la· \li·x 
kan government, ccnific<l that the t·rstwhilc proft·~-.0,-d,w, .. i,1 

from Fort \\'aync had at'quircd one lea~ue ol l.11111 in 1t11, :-;~~ 11, 

o[ Joseph \'chlin. 1
:• The laud lay t:a!!l 11f the 'li·i11i1v RiH·t in \\ Ii;,, 

is presently H11w,1on C:1111111y. For ninc·1t·c.·11 \e; 1r.-, 1111' tii!e '·" 
undisturbed. On l\fay 17. 1 H:,,J, i1 was sold !,v a ~r:111101 \d 1., 

~lated that he was "late ol S;111 Paui1 io Cuurll\" a11cl 111adt· !11 , \; 

in 11,l. na111e _lo-.e .\11'..!u-.1 i1tl· .-\11~:1i!lh.11!~!i." • 
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Holland Coffee of Reil Uiva Page 49 

.\pparently time and advcrtisy left Jcssl' Augliinba11!,.\"h wi1lio111 

further note, but a bill of sale dated February 3, 1838, gives a 
clue to Sophia's whereabouts. It reads 

Know all men by these presenu, that I, John Rogers of Fort 
Smit11, for and in consideration of tlle :.tun of eight hundred dollars 
to me in hand paid, the receipt of which I do hereby acknowledge 
to have received to my full satisfaction. 

Have this day bargained, ~old and delivered unto Sophia Coffee, 
late of Texas, a negro man named Lewis, aged about twemy years. 
I do hereby warrant same negro man to be slave for life, and sound 
in body and mind, and I <lo also wan-ant the title of said sine to 
the said Sophia Coffee, her hein; and assigns, a1:,'clinst all legal daims 
whatsoe\'er. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal chis 
the third day of February 1838. 

John Rogers 21 

There has been much speculation as to how and when Supltia 
took the name Coffee. Perhaps. as she said, Jesse deserted her. and 
after awhile she assumed that. he was dead or out.of her life per
manently. In those days of lluid or non-existent mariai;1ge laws 
llhe and Coffee probably wrn1 chrough s,m1e kind of ceremony 
which they felt met the demands of society bi.It was found later 
to ha\'e no legal standing. The arrangement was either unsatis
factory or Jesse reappeared, however, for on July 25, slightly more 
than five months after ··Mrs. Sophia Coffee, late of Tcx:1s," had 
purchased a sla,·e in Fon Srnich, Arkansas. Sophia Aughinbaugh 
was back in Houston. Texas. There she appeared before .Juclg-e 
James \V. Robinson of the District Court to stare procccdinµ;s 
for a divorce with the followin~ presentation. 

Republic of 'Texas 
County of Hanis 

Sophia Aughinba11g-h 
VS 

Jesse A. Aughinhaug-lt 
In Chambe1s, .July :?:,, 1~118 

Whereas Sophia .-\ughinbaugh, the plaintiff in the abmt• casl'. 
hath tllis <lay filed her petition bdo1c Lhc Judge J;nucs W. Rob
inson, one of tlle judges of the District Court of the Republic ol 
1t:xas; and she ha\'ing shown co the sac isfaction of the .J udgc alore
~ai<l, that the defendant Jesse A. Aughinbaugh resides om of the 
jurisdiction of this court. 

Therefore, it is ordered by the Jud1-;e. 1hat 1ht'. Clerk ol tll<' 1)"111,, 

Court for the County of Harris, makt' puhliG11io11 ol 1111~ .,, 1 •,.,. 

in ~ome public: ncw!>papcr princcd iu the t ity ol I low,ro11 1111 "~ 
weeks pre\'ious to the nt'Xt Lenn of the DiMrirt Cuun, 10 lw fto!r'•·!1 

in and for the c:ountv of H:11Ti~. at Cht.' 1 0111t home r lu-11·,,t. 111 1 'w 
Citv of Houston, on 'the 'fifth ,\Jondav after the lo11nh \111111!:iv ,,. 
Oc{ober next' ensuing; then and thcrt'' to an~wcr th~ pt·ti1io11 11! , 1w 

~aid Sophia Aughinbaugh, there exhibited ;1~aimt hi 111. 111 , !tl' 111.,1 

ters and things thcrin c:ontaincd. will Ix: rak<'ll /uo ,1111/n."1· ,111d i!w 
decree granted ;1s prayed for. 

Hon. J. W. Robi11so11:• 

Holland Coffee was not wi1h Sophia lor the pr1wc.-1•t!i11~,. 1111\\ 

ever, for on the ":rnd <lay of .-\11~mt. 1l'<:\X." ltt· ··:1pp1·.11n! fw(,,,,

us the Board of Land Co111111issi1111c1s lor rlw C11111H,· .. 1 !·;111!!!'1 

,lllcl proved accorcling· 10 law 1hat he arri\'l·d in rhi~ ( '.11111111\· ,,11· 
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J-lo/l11111l C." cc o 

. l declaration o( independence and that he is a ,111:,:.k 
vtous to t 1e . . f 1 . \ ... ,, 

d • l d to one third of a Leaµ;uc o •• ltll • man an enut e . . . . . . . 1 . 

d tll ino·s" menuonecl Ill Sophias pt·i 111011 H The "matters an ,-, . 
lore Judge Robinson were not dispmccl ol h_y th:ll , 0111 I. ()11_ 

• l 8 8 she •11J'ain requested a d1v111<'e 1111111 1,·,,1 
Novem ,er 2y, 1 :\ , 'r:i . I I' 1 1 
A
• l . ,. I llV 1>cl ilion lO the Third Con~n:ss ol 1 It' ,l"pll ' ll uo-1muaug 1 , . 

( Tco . in which Hollancl Coffee rcprescntt·d till' 1ww < :1111111\ 
o exas, I l • 

i: F · 2• The ·'select" committee tu whom 1 1c p <\t \\ .1, • 1 
Ot annm. . . ,· 
· d d in fa\'or of the rwtitioner. On the 111,1 1,·.11.111~ [erre reportc ,-- . , 
A. B. Sweitzer of Gonzales moved lor rc_jcc11on ancl \\;1:-. ""I'""'"·•· 
by a YOtc of sixteen to fourteen. . . . . , 

The Texas Homestead Exc111pt10n law. 11111qut· 111 11, k111d .1111 

dcsin-ncd to serve general ions o( Texans, came ~q> I or • 011,1dn ., 
· '"'1 • Lite fiiohl over the orautill!!; of 1l1c cll\ont·. !,111 II , 1<· 11011 < unn~ ,..., n . • , . 

aced slioht interest as nunparcd w11 h till' l·xc11e1111·111 , 1\ ct ', I( 

issue otSophia's freedom."·· On _Jani1ary 1:1•_ iX:1~1. h11\\l·\•_·,. 11111,· 
teen th century liberalism and the 1_>ersot1al 1111lu~·111'l' • 11 ( •_' 1

11:.•,
1

1·,, 

man Coffee apparcnLly shiftt·d,~cnumclll, ;~ml. w11h .\11:.:,~11_11
1,.111~1• 

. ·11 I• llt and uni>rotcsting. "the Sc11atl••;rnd Hull~l· ,,I Rep••· 
:-.t I a }~e . . , . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 · r· tlie R'·[>lll)IK 0 [ 1.cxas Ill l.onµ;1t·ss .1~~1·111 l,h d 111., , scntatl\'CS o ~ • .• . 
that "Sophia Aughinbaugh and Jesse A. Aughinbaugh be, and 
they are hereby declared to be forever divorced, and each party is 
hereby declared to be free to act in everything as though they 
had never been married." 26 

In support of that generous \'Crdict \Vashington County mar
riage records show that Coffee purchased a license for himsclr and 
Sophia Suttenfield. Bue acknowledgment was omitted from the 
notice in the Telegraph and Texas Register, on February 20. 1839, 
which read: ":\IARRIED-ln Washington county on the lfJth 
ultimo, by ----- Lusk, Esq., the Hon. Holland Coffee. late 
member of congress from Red River, to l\f rs. Sophia Aughin
baugh, late of Houston." It ~ems the groom's gift to his hridc 
may ha,·e been land, for an instrument dated October 1 1. 1 S:~8. 
carried a notation by James \Vhiteside, acting £or the estate of 
Peter Andre. "who was eligible for 1/3 league of land, .. that at 
"Independence, Fehr. 18:J9-For \'alue received I transfer chis 
certificate to ;'\frs. Sophia Coffee the day and elate abo\'e. James 
Whiteside. Attest: Holland Cuffee.": 7 

Possibly James \Vhiteside was a cousin of Coffee . .Elizabeth. 
one of the two sisters of Ambrose Coffee, married Robert \Vhite
side, and their first son was called James. Another son, .Jona1han. 
had a son, James A., who was born in 1803, four years prior to 

Holland's birth. In addition, there are records that memht•r, of 
the family came to Texas-Jenkin Whiteside, United States St·n• 
ator from Tennessee, 1809-1811. among them.~" 

Immediately after their marriage Holland Coffee took Sophia 
by way of Nacogdoches co his trading station on "Texas Red 
River." The post. on the nrip;inal Chihuahua 1i-ail, was situated 
at the top of a hill east of Sand Springs.:,, Near by was Rock Hl111f. 
crossing for the nowrio11s "\Vhiskey '11-ail." The ford was popular 
because the cm through the steep bluff made a natural d1111c 
for herding animals into the river. Further prestige was ~hen 
Culfee's home site \dten Colonel \\'illiam ( :. Cooke laid 0111 thl' 
mili1arv ro.1d in !:--!o ,\·itli .1 1ermin11s on Red Rin·r i11st .ilH>\1' 
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Holland C:ofjt'e of Red Riva 

the trading house. That route became the ~Icxas or Preston Ro.1d. 
which for several years served as a main artery rur tralhc 11111vi11'.!. 

north and south from Cemral Texas. In •Kt:i• Colft:l··s lk11d \\,1, 
the most populous section of present-day Grayson C1,u111\': 1111· 
town of Preston was laid off adjacent to Ilic post; aud "Rc:!,ubr 

boats were run up Rt'cl River as rar as Fon -1i,wso11, .111d .11 ti1111· ... 

came up to Preston.":•• Thus Preston hec.:;1111e head ol 11;ni~.r111111, 
though the ser\'ice was uncertain bcc:HIM- ol tht: ,·aryi11'.-!, !t·w! ,,I 

the river. 
Holland and Sophia Coffee set up housl·k('t•pin~ i11 ;1 1e11-f .. .,, 

square clapboard house. which was protent:d by a hi~li ,1111 l...,,dl'. 

aoo feet square. The furnishings were scant and ho111t•111;u!C'. '1t11 

in telling of her ne,,· home Sophia dccl;1n·<l 1ha1 -.lw \\';1-. "rlw 

happiest woman in rll:xas."' 11 

\Vith cheerful donlt'sticity hri~l11cning what h.ul !1t"«·11 ,.!11t 1 

bachelor quarters. Collt.·l· must han· l1t·<:11 re111p1t·tl 10 n·111.1i11 .,, 

home. But just two 1110111hs and tt·n days after his 111an i,,:.\t'. 1 ... 
turned his hack on thl' ldkito11s an1l <lt:paucd at lhl· !k;11l ol .i 

troop of fifty men to try w t'ffcct ,peaet.· ,vith tht: l11di.111-. ~11111 

had harrassed the st.·ttlt:rs durin~ his scr\'k<: i11'•11ll' Thi1d ( :, ,11 
I 

gress. There is no acn,11111 of Sophi;,·s o_lJjlTlin~. to lwr t.11 ... h.11111·, 

early lea\'c-taking, hut tht: fan tl1ar he was away 111111'!1 "' rlw 

time during their ~\'l'll )'l'.trs. or 1111,re. ot 111an-it·d lill: 111;,, '1.1\,· 

contribmed Lo the less happy ~talc \\'hich apparently d,·,,•l111w,1 

in their later years together. 
It seems that Cofft:c was u11iqucly s11i1cd to a career i11 rr;11!1!1~: 

\\'ith the red men 111' tlu· So111l1wt:M. Rl'()lllt:dly lie ,pul:c· ,1·\·,·q 

Indian dialects and was all dfct:1i\'c llll'di:11or hi:L\\'ct:11 i11l,o,i,n.1 

hie natives and encroad1i11g-whirt: llll'll. Doubtless sollll' 111<·11ilw1, 

of the pany under Iii.~ lcat.krship on April :.:~,. , XJq. \111111.! 1,.,, ,. 

preferred makin~ a puniti\'e expt:ditio11, Inn he Im ,11gli1 , Ii,· , I\" 

groups to peaceful sct1lt:111enc. 
In ~Jay. 18.p, allt:r n·ne,,·t·cl l:ostili1ies, ;r co111pam ,,1 .ti,,.,_., 

eighty mt:n g-.nhcrccl ;11 Cl1oc:t;1w Bayou, bctwt·en Colfr<:·,, ,1,11i,,,. 

and ,van-en, and marched \\'l•stward in :.card, of the mi,,. !,i,·,1111, 

Indians. The destination was thl· n111101ccl :-,ii(' 111 \'ill.1•~,.... "" ,:w 

west fork of the Trinity. Coffee and Colville, rode with the party 
for sc\'eral days, but turned back before the Indians were con
tactecl.32 In his twelve years along Red River, <leafing with both 
friendly and wild red men. there is no account of Coffee sustainin~ 
personal harm from his primitive dicmele. Nor were his prem
ises molested except one lime when a small party came about 
dawn and removed three pickets from the stockade then Oed 
when a Negro servant began lO grind coffee in preparation for 
breakfast. It was believed rhat theft was the objective. 33 

Other evidence that Coffee trod the tight wire of frontier 
diplomacy successfully is revealed in his prosperity. In the years 
subsequent to his purchase of the league of land from George 
h·ey he acquired several other tracts, making him one of the 
major property owners in the area. In 1843. he built what was 
to he the show place of )l:orth Grayson County for many years. 

The c,·olution of the house is so t•nshrouded hy the mists of 
rime that form ancl scciucnce arc uncertain. Some claim that 
originally it was a sin~ll' :-.ion·. clo11hle lo~ cabin st\'le residence: 
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J-Julla111l CuJl('I:' of /frtl Uivn-

others insist that from the beginning it was two-story, exactly as 
many people in the area remember it, except that siding on the 
front rooms was added later. possibly when the brick dining 
room-kitchen wing with its wine cellar3• was built. But whatever 
the order of change, it remained a place of distinguished appear
ance for more than fifty years. Its wide-spreading roof swept om 
front and back to shelter hospitable porches which ran the full 
length of the house, upstairs and down. The supponing posts 
were slender after the fashion of French colonial architecrure. 
and between them across the front of the house there was white 
g-rille work trim which feamred, in the angle of post and plate, 
the indigenous design of a cacamount rampant. On the first floor 
a wide hall separated parlor and dining room; on the second floor 
a like passageway ga,·e entrance to the blue, or guest bedroom, to 

the north and to the master bedroom to thl' sou1h. lloll.111d Cc.t

ree knew the pleasure o[ his handsome home for on Iv tl11n: yl'al ,, 
buc Sophia lived there, throug-h 1roublous and fair t i111t·s. u1111 I 
her death in 18!)7• She added much to the heamy of the pLtn: '" 

ha\'ing fine furnimrc brought in ·hy ox wagon .lro111 Jellt·r..ci11. 
and by supervising luxurious planeing on the spadous gT01111<k 

BuL Coffee's prosperity was not without blemish: lit: was 11ag~1·d 
by debt, possibly from over-extending himself in huying land and 
sla\'es. The following record seems to indicate such drc11111sta11t'l':-. 

.Jackson, :'\fississippi 
Onobt:r 27, 1845 

I hereby agree to pa}' over 10 Thomas J. Coffee ci1hcr in prop· 
crty or money one half I may 1.:ollcct from William ?<.ld)rnid 
against whom I have instituted suit for twenty-one nc~rot•s in Na, 014-
doches, upon claims <luc the said Thomas J. Coffee while the 3:tHI 

suit to be deducted from my half. 
I further a1,>Tee to pay the said Thos. J. Coffee the \'alue of 1l1t· 

three negroes l received from him in 18.10, viz, Abram, 1 estimate i~ 
worth S700, Isaac as S750, and Dic:y at 5450. 

I funher ab>Tee to pay the said Thomas J. Coffee fourteen humln·d 
and fifty dollars with imcrest being paid for myself :met Sib~ Col
ville. Fehr. l, 18:n-

l further agree to pay him the sum of two hundn·,1 dol1;1rs wi1h 
imrest he Jent me in 18-JO. I further agree ro hold for his own 
a tract of land purchased from James Perkins-which tran w;1s 
received in li<iuidation of a clebl on the said Thomas J. Colke 1!11· 
date abo\'e \\Titten. 

Given my hand and seaP; 

On December 7. 1847, Sophia made two notes to Thomas _!
Cuffee. each for $1,058. Since thaL is the first Hll'ntion of !in 
assuming responsibility for the indebtedness, it seems that l lol

land may have repaid the major portion before his death. 
Information about Holland Coffee's political views is \'agu<'. 

but in the Republic of Texas opinion, for the greater part, tool.. 

one of two directions: it was for Houston or ag-ainst him. lnd1-
<.·ations are that Cuffee wa.,; nm of the How,ton camp. On ;'\;11,·i:111 

ber 7, 1838, Representative Coffee offered a resolution requesting 
inquiry into Houston's authority in appointing a commission to 
nm a boundary line setting aside certain sections of land for the 
Cherokees. The resolution was passed and Coffee was named to the 
commission.:.0 On the following December 10, Coffee was among-
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Holla11tl Co/11'.e of Reel River 

the congressmen who voted against a motion to thank Houston 
for the able manner in which he had served as president. 31 

. 

In addition to carrying on trade with the Indians in his area, 
Coffee acted as provisioner and guide for various groups, the 
largest of which was Jacob M. Snively's expedition against the 
Mexican trade caravan in 1843.11 With his usual caution Coffee 
accompanied this ill-advised band only part way to its goal, thus 
escaping the ignomy of capture and loss of arms which befell the 
bold adventurers. 

Another expedition which Coffee serviced was that of Indian 
Agent Pierce Butler, a former governor of South Carolina. But
ler. much concerned over rumors that white women and children 
were being held capli\'e by Indians in Texas, crossed Red River 
on January 8, 1846, and camped at Coffee's station. 30 J. W. Wash
bume of the Arka11sas Iutelligencer reported that "Our company 
was a motley one-Governor, Colonel, Judges, Chiefs, one gen
tleman traveller, whites, Cherokees, Seminoles, Choctaws, Span
iards, et al., besides my humble self of Editing character. We 
were quite an agreeable crowd."•0 On February 20, they were at 
Comanche Peak, in present-day Hood • County" .. and ''.Colonel 
Coffee, contractor to furnish supplies, arrived with word that 
messengers sent out to find Comanches to inv1te them to the 
peak had returned unsuccessful."u 

James Bowie was not alone in reporting ill of Coffee. One of 
his contemporaries wrote that "Jonathan, with a Delaware colored 
man, Jack, passed Coffee's with 60 horses which he knew had 
been stolen by the Comanches:·~2 On November 1, 1837, the 
House Standing Committee on Indian Affairs recommcndt·d 1l1.1t 
"Coffee's trading house should be suppressed, or placed 11n1!t-r 
the survilancc of this Government, . "•:• In the su1111111·r 111 

1842, someone disliked him enough to fire on him from a 1hi, l..c·1 
as he rode near Dagley's Landing. The hull ct went I hrouglt l,01 !i 
breasts of his coat without injnring him.u 

But there were others who had high regard r or Trader < :11lln-. 
At the close of the Third Congress, Coffee retunH:cl ro Ii is po,r 
on Red River by way of Fort \Varren in prcsem-day J,';11111i11 
County. In the two or three days he rested there he he.ml n·p111" 
on harassment by the Indians and "promised to use all of lih 

prestige with the savages in an effort to establish 1wan· \\'II !i 
them. No sooner had he reached his trading post 1ha11 C1,lll'(· 
raised a party of men and set om 10 hold a series of pcan· (Mrl,·" 

with the Indians. His negotiations proved cnt irc:lv !',II( c n, 

h1l "45 Later when white settlers along· tlic wc:-,t1·rn I 1111111.-. 
were anxious to have capahle. honest men esral,lish 1r,uli11~ ,,.,. 
tions among the Indians as a means of keepinl{ peace, tlw 11.ul1·1, 
most frequently mentioned as models in pro111111ing grn11l 11'l.1-
tions between the two races were the '1cirrc•y hrotht.•r:-, 1,11 1lw 
Brazos and Holland Coffee on Red River. 

On April 6, 1836, a small party of eleven mc:n, two \\rn11t·11. 
and three children was attacked by Indians on the San 1•.11111 i.1 

road in South Texas. Nine of the men wt•re killed, irwl11di11'.!. 
John Horn, husband of one of the women: and :\Jrs. I lorn. ht·1 

two small sons, l\frs. Harris, and her thrrt.••monrh-old d.,11~•1!1·1 
were carried off. AfLer mn111l1s of wandering-, du1i11!.{ w!ii, !, \1 1 , 
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Holland Coffee ot Red H1Ter 

Harris' baby was killed, the little Horn ·boys were sent off with 
other Indians, and the women subjected to extremely cn;t:I I n•;11. 
ment, the party came in contact with some of Coffee's men \\'li11 

tried to ransom the women. The Indians refused. After ;issmi11~ 

the captives that "if anyone could assist he [Coffct·J , 11111.f 

and would," the men reported to Coffee. or It is effons 1" 1 u·•· 
them Mrs. Horn said: 

Hc expressed the deepest concern at his disappointment and 
wept 0\'er me as he gave me clotl1ing and divided his seamy supply 
o[ llour with me and my children, which he took the pains to 
carry to them himself. lt is, if possible with deeper interest that 
I record this tribute of gratitude to Capt. Coffee because, since my 
dcli\'crancc, I have been pained Lo learn that he has been charged 
with supineness and indifference on rl1e subject, but I assure the 
reader that nothing can be more unjust. Mrs. Harris was equally 
the object of his solicitude. The meeting o( this friend in the deep 
recesses of savage wilds was indeed like water to a thirsty soul.411 

To that tribute John Henry Brown added, "the nople-hearted 
gentleman thus embalmed in the pure heart of that daughter of 
sorrows, was Holland Coffee, the fou.pder or Coffee's Trading 
House, on Red River, a few miles apove Denisoii He was a 
member of the Texian Congress in 1838, .a valuable and conra- . 
geous man on the frontier."•~ 

T\vice the Texian congress ,·oted w reimburse Coffee for ex
pense incurred in ransoming white settlers from Indians. In 
November, 1837, for example, the Second Congress adopted a 
joint resolution to pay Holland Coffee $691, 0 possibly for the 
four Americans whom Silas Colville mentioned in his letter of 
.July 24, 1837. The Third Congress, on January 19, 1839. reptated 
the gesture by granting S661 to Holland Coffee and Company.•" 
That occurred four days after Sophia won her divorce from Jesse 
Aughinbaugh and exactly one month before she and Coffee were 
married at Independence, which, in view of her taste for elegant 
li,·ing, was a fitting time for him to recoup his finances. 

Although wills were not common on the frontier during the 
westward migration of ebullient young America, Holland Coffee 
made a bequest early in his married life. That instrument, dated 
May 7, 1841, simply stated that all of his possessions, beyond any 
indebtedness he might have, were to go to his "beloved wife, 
Sophia," whom he named to serve as executrix without bond.~0 

At Fort \Vashita on May 17, 1846, he made a codicil to this 
will, declaring that 

being apprehensive tJ1at surrounding circ11rru.ta1ul's ma\· ,.,.,11 rn 

m_inate my life, a1_1<l <les~rous of making this a pan ol' 111·~ loieguni;; 
w1~l and not h~vmg sa,_d testament now with me al thi, pl.11 ,. 11 

<1~11re that my wife Soplua shall be the cxcn1trix of my abow ~,H·c 1111 
will and that she shall be qualified by c;oun without being ll'lflllrn! 

to give any security or enter into any bond whatsoeve1-.~1 

It seems, however, that the circumstances of whid1 lu· "·a-. 
apprehensive did not develop immediately. It is impussihli· 1., 
say whether the threat lingered or whether fresh diflicult v ,11 IIM", 

but it was mid-autumn when Chickasaw agent Upshaw reporic·d 

to his superior in \Vashington that ··on October firs•. ·.,1 1 !u· 

store of James Galloway at Preston, Col. Holland Coffe,· 1, 11).!.,l~t·d 
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Holland Cof~ee of Red R1Ter 

in a fight with C. A. Galloway who killed Cuffee with .1 b11wi1· 

knife." 52 A newspaper account of the incident, whieh :ipp,-;11nl 

on October Io, recorded that 

on the first inst., a recounter took place in Grayson Coum ~. l,L·l\\c;t·11 

Colonel· Holland Coffee, well known as one or the earlit·\t u ;idt·,, 

with the Indians, on the waters of Red Ri\'t:r, and Mr. <:Ii.,,.. :\. 
Galloway, a merchant, resident of W.ishita Po.-,L. Cul. Coflt·t· ,, \.t1d 

to have received some stabs which proved mortal. \Ve han~ 11ur !11!l 

particulars. . 
The deceased. was a m~m \•,anuly c:.teemed b\ a bri-:e , 111 k or 

friends. and noted for :,•-rcat frankness and nat11r.1l nuhli-111·,,. 01 

diameter. Though a long time reside~c upon the lu~lian border Ii~· 
was remarkable for the considerate kindness of fed mg 111m c 01 ti 1 

narily attendant upon refined society. He w.is a wann fric11d ;1m! 

true hearted gentleman, and fell in a m;1uer nearly conn:rn111i!. Iii, 
honor. His loss will be grcatl}' lamentecl.~3 

There is little mention of contact between Coffee and l:,rllo• 
way, including nothing that shows cause- for friction l1eL\\'tTII 

1hem. On l\farch 20, 184li, Coffee !told lots :! and 7 in Bo11lia111 

to Galloway.~~ About that ti111c or a liule bier E11).{t'llia Cul!t·<·: 

daughter of Holland's l>rothcr, Gco·r~e \\'ashirrgcun Cu~k(·. -.,, 
Jackson, Mississippi. arri\'cc.l and on '\l;~y 1:;, ~h_c aml c;,tll11\,,I\ 

were married. An ext:erpt from a lcncr wriucn :-.c\eral yl·.11, !.111·1 

~ives some detail of the c\·cnt. 

My mother Eugenia Elizabeth Coffee of Jackson, Mississippi-in• 
vited to visit her uncle, General Holland Coffee and his wife Sophia 
-met Charles Ashton Galloway on a visit . . . he and my mother 
married after a shon courtship. My mother was 14 and Mr. Gallo
way was 28. They were the parents of three sons and one daughter 
inside six years. Sons were: 1. George Washington Coffee Galloway 
2. Charles Ashton Galloway 3. Alex David Galloway. Daughter was 
Virginia Lee Galloway.$0 

A final newspaper comment on the disastrous clash between 
these frontier citizens throws no light on the cause. 

Grayson District Court-Mr. Charles A. Galloway, who was charged 
with the murder of Col. Coffee, has, we are informed been acquitted 
l>y public sentiment. It seems there were several witnesses of the act, 
and it was so cleady a case of self defense in the last extremity, 
that the grand jury could find no bill. 

We are told that Mr. Galloway is universally considered blameless 
for his conduct throughout the difficulty, and in the final act which 
tenninated so fatally and unfortunately. We are gratified to find that 
the case bears this character.~6 

Thus it seems Coffee was the aggressor and justice was served 
in the release of Galloway. But there was a note of sadness in the 
report. Taken. with Ll1e tribme paid Coffee in the obituary no
tice, it seems Lhat the wriLCr's chief feeling was one of rcb•Tet that 
two good men had bten caught up in a conflict that allowed no 
compromise. 
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Holland Coffee ot Red River 

'Rex W. Strickland, "History of Fannin Cou111y. Tei.a,., 1K:iti•1ll1:1." .\011:,, .. ,.,,, .,, 
Hi11urical Quarletl)', XXXIII, :!7:l, :!71 • :!!JK. 

'Jesse Coffee (brother) Family Bil,le. 

'Among the fh-e children mentioned in Edward's will, probated in 1716, was John 
who married Jane Gravl'S. Jam1..-s, one of the nine children born of that union, took 
as his wife Elizabeth Cleveland, a daughter of Alexander Cleveland, whose rela
th·e (brother or uncle) married :'\l:mha CulJee, a sister of John Coffee. John and 
Martha (Col£ec) Cleveland weu: the pare111s of Colonel Benjamin Cleveland, thus 
making Colonel Clcvelaud doubly related to Ambrose, son of JamL-s and Elizabeth 
and father of Holland Coffee. Holland's mother was a daughter of Jase Moore of 
Virginia and Nonh Carolina. 

Of the nine children of Ambrose :11111 !\lildred, two b1..-sides Holland are known to 
ha\·e Jh·ed in Texas. After r1..-siding for a time in Hinds County, Mississippi, Thomas 
Jelle™>n Col£ec, who married :'\lalinda Graves Williams Haley, came 10 Brazoria 
County, Texas, wt1ere he operated a large plantation until his death in 1858. 
America, a sister of Holland and Thomas J., married Samuel Lusk of Duncombe 
County, North Carolina, and Warren County, Tennessee. The Lusks moved first to 
Alabama and then 10 Texas, where they settled in Austin's colony as early as 1835. 
Descendants of that family still live in Washington Coun,y. 

Elizabeth Coffee, another sister of Holland, marrie<l George Washington Jewell. 
who built and operated the Indian Queen Hotel in Mc!\linm·illc, Te1111L'SSee. Jewell 
raiSt..-d a company and came to Texas to assist in the war against Mexico in 11136, 
but arrh·ed after the !,attic or San Jacinto. Elizahetl1· died in. Watrl'n. County. in 
111-15, and her husband died in North ·tcxas in 111-111. Apparently brought 10 ,cxas 
by her father, :'\lary Eliiahcth Jewell m:ule her home with Holland and Sophia 
Coffee and continued in the household after Sophia's marriage to Major George 
N. Bun. 

Also the Ambrose Coffee family had at least one cousin in Texas. Mrs. Thomas 
J. Rusk wa:1 the fonner Mary (Polly) <.:tc,·eland, a grandd,iughter of "Mail" John 
Cle\·eland, son of Colonel Ben and Mary (Gra\·cs) Cle,·eland. Although they were 
not in Texas. other cousins of prominence were :'\(rs. C. J. McDonald, wife of a 
governor of Georgia, and Jesse Franklin. who fought through the North Carolina 
campaigns with his uncle, Colonel Ben Cleveland. then served in various lesser 
civil olficcs before he was elected govemor of the state in 18:!o. 

Ccnealogical data on the Coffee family collected by Don Ruth Coffee l\ferrin, 
Dallas, Texas: Lyman C. Draper, Ki11gs Afou11taiti a,rd Its Heroes (Cincinnati, 
1ll81), -125; Northern Sta11dard (Clarksville}, June 24, 1ll-18; Lyon G. lyler (ed.), 
Eneycloptdia uf Virgi11ia Biography (5 vols.; New York, 1915), JI, 347. 

'Both Amerira and Eli,ahcth Cullce were in Warren Cou111v, ·11•1111.-,.__,.,._ \hr,1. 

their sister, married William Edano11dw11 and lived thi:1,: 11111il.ht'r cl,·.111, 111 ,•- 1-, 

Jes:.e Collee, oldest of the chihln:n o( Ambrose a111l !\lil,ln:d, ma1Tii:1l ;\1111 I 1 ... """. 
and in 1825 built what is presently k1101\111 as the Hlad, homc at 1!01 \\'r,1 .\I.nu 
Street, l\ldrinnville, 1i:nnessee. F.lisahc1h Whe1·l1:r Fr;mc is anti E1hrl .•m ,,., \1,.,.,. 
l.ost I.inks (Nashville, l!J.15). 151;; Jean Young l.conartl. g11'Jl·J;rt·J1 ,m.,-,. ,,I 11 .. 11.11.,; 
Coffee's partner Silas Colville. to ,\.j.'.\I. anti G.'.\I.. Fd,ru;,ry • :;. ,, 111~ 1 '.\I~. 111 I"" 
session of the writers). 

'Ibid. 

•Grant Foremln, /11clit1t1 Re11wl't1f ,Nunuan, 1!1:l~I. :!~-

'Strickland, "History of Fan11i11 Count\', 'li:xas. 1ll:.Jh·1".1:1," ,.,,,,Ji,.,,!, .. , 11 .. 

torica/ Quarter{~-. XXXIII, :!67-~fitl. 

--Ii:~as C.ollt'flion (Stephen F. Austin State College). 

"Silas Check Cohillc 10 Jane Colvillc Young, Jul) :q, 1~:1, ,~,., 
Jean \'oung Leonard, :,.;cw York, New Yori-). 

'"l'urter E~tatc Papers 1Shenn:111 l'uhli,· 1.ilu;111·. -,1,1-1111:111). 

"Paris l\'eu•s, June 17, 1921. 
USil;is Colville to John Steele Young, July 10, 184:! (!\IS. in possession of Jean 

Y. Leonard, New \ork, New York). 
1•f;111nin County Deed Records (MS .. County Clerk's Office, Bonham). n. 1. 

"Purter Estate Papers (Shcm,an l'ublic l.ihran. Slu:nn:m) . 
11 Hert J. Gri~wol<l, TIie l'icl11ri11{ 1/ist,,r·y uf 1:urt ll'uy11<' ,Cliitagu, 111171 . :i••·• 

'''Ibid. 

"Ibid. 

"'Texas Culkc1ion (Stephen F. Austill State Cullt·ge) . 
"Com·ey;mce (General J.:1111I OrJitc, ,\uslin). 
""Rc.'tord at Hun~ton County .\l.,t1a,1 OU1tc, C:1nd.,1·11. 
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Holland Coffee of Red River 

21~1auic: Da\·is Lucas and Mila llolsapple Hall, .-t HistOT)' of Grayso11 Cou11t)', 

'fe:cas (Sherman, 1936), 37· 

=•Tr:legraph and ·rexas /legister (l-loustu11), July ::ti, 11!31!. 
=•com·c:pnce (General Lau<l QJliu:, Austin). The 111k 1\·as 1w1 rk·.111",I 1111111 11<;0 

:•Strickland, "History of Fannin County, lcxas, 1t1:11•• 1M4j," .\.,,.//,., ,.,,, • .,, Jiu 

torical Quarterl~·• XXXIU. ::91!. _ _ . . .. 
s•t.ena London. "The tni1ial t lulllL'Slc,111 E~c111111hm 111 kx,h. 1/,,d • I \ 11 1 ·1 I 

"H.P. N. Gammel, 1·111: La1vs of Texas, 18::::-1S1J7 (10 mis.; Austin, 1891!), 11, -15. 
"'Porter Estate Papers (Shenuan l'nblic 1.ibrary, Sherman). 
"Genealogical data on Whiteside family ~upplied by Harriet Reams. McMiun• 

,me, Tennessee. 
:tDallu .\lomi11g Ne11.'s, July 14, 1929. 
aoLucas and Hall, .4 Hilllll)' 11/ (;111\·~,111 c.011111\·, '/i·:nu. tio. 

"'llc:lla 1-'. Swisher (ed.), Tlw A111e1ir1111 .'il.1·1cl1 II111,k, V. ::h;\•~h.1, 

.,Strickland, "His1or)' of 1:an11i11 C.011111~-. 'kx;1s. 1ll:1li•1ll.1:1," Sout/111·.-stem l/i.s-
101-ira/ Quarter/:,·, XXXIII, 41. 

.. F.lizahe1h Lucas and Christine \\';111. .. l'n"illln lkud's Paul Re\·cre \\'~~ a I.ad\·," 
Dallas ,\loruillg .\',:;,•s. July 14, 1!_1::~1- • 

"'Ibid. :\ favorite of the local .szurics co1111:rning Sophia .C.ollce is 1ha1 tl11ri11g the 
Chi! War she lured a troop of Federal srouis iuw lhl· tell;u·. where the~ ,0011 forgot 
their rchel•mimktl hoste». She 1111111111c,I a 11111l c. ,wam Red Ri\ er,· ,111d w:1n1e,I 
Southern troops ;11 l'on \\",1,hiia in time for 1hc111 to t"SG1pc • 

.. Porter Estate Papers (Shennan l'ulJlic Library-;. Sherman). Wl1i,le 1he ,-11-;11J1111.-· 
on this note has been tom off. probably in handling, other papers-~uch • ... tl,.
purcha!,C of .\hr;un, Isaac and Uiq·-i111IKalc 11\a1 it i,- a \a(i,I a~ll't:llt<·11t r., 
Holland Coffee. 

'"]oumal of the Howe u/ Representatives of tile Republic of Texas, Regular 
Sessiori of Thfrd Congress, .Vot' • .5, 1838 (Houston, 11!39). 28. 

"'Ibid., 133. 
uLucas and Hall, .4 flistory of Grnyso,1 Cuu11l_v, Texas, 58. 
11Grant Foreman, .4dvancing Ilic Frontier (~Orman. 1933), 'i7· 
'"Ibid. 

"Ibid. 

•=fbid., 151!. 
••Jourria/ of the 1/ozise of /leJ11ru111111i1•n uf 1l11· /lt:Jml,/i, ,., ·,;.,,,,. 1 ,Iii, .J ,, , 

sio11 of September 25, tSJi (l·lomlllll, 1831!), II~. 

0 .'lortliem Staudard (Clark:.dlh:1, .\ugust ::u, ,11,~. 

"·S1dddaml, "llb1un· ol Fannin l.rn111t\, k,.,-. 1ll:1h 11<.1:;, • .\u111f,.., ,1. ii• 

111,-im/ (!un,ta/\-, XXXIII, ~!JI!, 

"John llemy Hr0\.-11, lmli,m ll'ars u11d l'iu11ra1 of Texas (Austin, l 18g•f)), 33. 
"Ibid., 34. 
''Ga111111c:l, l.uu-s of Te,cas, I. 13~8. 
.. 11,i,i., II. :19• 
00Por1er Es1a1e Papers (Shenuan l'ublic Liorary, Sherman). 

11 /bid. 

"'Furem;m, .lt/1•1111, i11g t/11· /'ro11tit'1. 1 ;; • 

,,.\'urthem St111111ti11l (Cl.1rl.s\·ilk), Ot1ul1rr 111, 11111>. 

'F,11111i11 Cw1111~ 11,·t•al lt,·1111<!, , '.\l'i .. ( ... 11111\ l.lt1 ~ • 11111, ,. l\.,11h,1111, 

.. Letter from Mrs. E. E. Mclemore, Dyas.s Collection (Tennessee Stare Archives, 
Nashville) . 

"Nort/Jem Sta11dard (Clarknille), No\·embcr 28, 1846. 

Page 57 
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Page 58 
Lost Links, by Elisabeth 'i'iheeler lra.ncis, 1945, various pages. 

?age o5 

ALABAMA AND TEXAS 

Kyle, William Rufus. m. ~ 
Coffee, Ellen {1st. hus.). June 30, 1sn 

Tankersley, Jamea. m. 
;JCyle, Ellen (Coffee),· (2nd. hua.) 

·Ward, William, m. 
~fee, R:oxanna. Jan., 1860 . 

---
-COft'ey, Milton Sinkler, m. (lat. wife) • · ' 
-Ragland, Nancy, 184", Jeft'erson. Tau ( NA~l~A/ t't?VN7V 

·Coff'ey, Milton Sinkler, m. (2nd. wife) 
-Phillipa, Eliubeth Cain, 18f4 

-COfey, Milton Sinkler, m. (3rd. wife) 
Coley, Mary I., Nov. 28, 1860 

.. • .. 
P~e 9~ 

John Church. of McXinney, 'l•exa:. and wife. Julia Edmomoll O,fee.. • 
had following clu1drm: • • • • 

Church. Mll'ion Somerville, b. Much 1, 188f 
Church, Thomas Anhur, b. Oct. 28, 188S _ . 
Olurcb., Julia. Morrow, ~arried P.R. (?) (?ilmer, Shreveport. La. . 

William Rufus Kyle, of Taas, and wife, Ellen Colee, had follow• 
me children: 
, Ky11.. William JeB'erson, b. Nov. 29, 18f4 . 
Kyle. Cassie. b. Sept. 2. 18S6 

.. Kyle, R.ufua 0,f ec, b. Sept. I, 18S8 . 
David Haley, Knoxville. T~. b. 1760 (date computed from-~ 
• in Bible of Thomas JeJferscn Coiiee) and wife. Eli:abcth ~-?; • 

had da.u,. _ ._ • .. · -
Haley, Malinda Gra~ Williams. h. Nov. 17, 1808, Xnonille. -,am. 

MclClNNEY, TEXAS 

'5cay, Cassie (Kyle), d: April 8, 188_2 
Kyle, William Rufus. d. March 14, 18S9 
Ward, William, died 1862 in Battle at Shiloh. Tenn. . 

.f~e .J.:,ts ..:..ISSISSI.??I 

:.i>ea~~ ~f cbild:e~ ~f Aaron· Coffee and wi(e, Mary Som~· 

~~fee. Rozanna. d. Oa. 16, 1862 • ·, ·i/'11$$/ff"/ j;i) 
C.Ofec •. Cusic Kyle. d. Oa. 2l, 1888. 
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Page 59 
Lost Links, by 'Elizabeth \/heeler Francis, 1945, various pages. 

?age 98 

Ambrose Coffee, b. Va., settled in N. C., thence to Tenn., m. (ht. 
wife) Mildred Moore. in Va. (dau of Jesse Moore, and wife. ___ ., 
Johnson, of lower part of Va.) and had following children (not in 
order of birth): . ~ • . . . ~ 

Coft'ee. Jeaae •• • • • 
• Coffee, George Waahington . • . : • 
Coffee, Thoma.a Jefferson, b. Peb. 16, 180S, Burke Co., N. C. -
Coffee. Holland (1st.), m. Sophia ____ ?; settled in Texas · .. 
Coffee, Hiram . . . . 
Coffee, Alice. bom in Burke Co., N. C. · 
•Coffee. America, b. B~e c;,o .. N. C., m. a Mr. Lusk; they had : 

dau., who m. ____ 7 Giddings • . . 
Coffee, Mildred, b. Burke Co., N. C. • •• • 

Ambrose Coffee, and 2nd. wife. ____ ?, had fotlowing childffll. 

-0:,ff~e. Christopher Greenup 
-COffee, Emily 

Page 156 
PULASKI COUNTY, KEN11JCKY 

-COl'ec. Ambrose. d. 1s1a· .. 
Datha of children of Ambrose C.Off'ee and 1st. wife. Mi1dred Moore: 

·Cofee, C.01. Holland, d. Oct. S, 1846, in Tena 
Coffee, James Madison, d. June lS, 1833, in Miu. 
Colee, Jesse, d. Feb. 11, 183S, in Tenn. 
C.Ofee, Hiram, d. Jan. 29, 1836. in Misa. 
Coffee. George Washington, d. March 17, 1840, in Jackson. Misa. 
Edmondson, Myra (Coffee), d. Sept. 3, 183S, in Tenn. 
Jewell, Elizabeth (C.Otree), d. Jan., 1843, in Tenn. -

•. Coffee, Gen. Thos. Jefferson, d. Nov. 2. 185'8, in Texaa 
Deaths of children of Amhrose Coffee and 2nd. wife, ___ ?: 

Co!ee, Col. Christopher Greenup, d. April 29, 1861, in Jacbon. 
Mi!s. Left dau. who died in childhood. • 

Cofee. Emily 

.c'age 61 

MARRIAGES 

Coff'e;. Thomas Jefl'erson, in. 
-Haley, Malinda G. W., July 17, 1827, Boone Co., Tenn. 

:Wilson, James Tennison, m: • 
~.[ce, }Aaryj_a~e,_ 1!49, Davidson Co .• Tenn. 

Page 98 

Coffee Thomas Holland, m. (1st. wife) Betty Lobdell, a cousin~ m. 
(2nd. wife) Mrs. William Henry Kerr, nee Julia Go~~n. Law, of 
Memphis, Tenn., and by 2nd. wi(e had two daus., V1rg1ma Coffee 
and Camille C.Offee. Virginia Coffee, m. Paul Tietgens, Gaines
ville, Fla. Camille C.Offee, m. Malcolm P. Ewen, Evanston, Ill. 

Page 157 

..COB'ee, Malinda Graves Williams (Haley), d. D<c. 14, 1U7, Oyster· 
Creek. Bra:oria Co., Tau 
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Lost Links, 
Page 60 

by Elisabeth Wheeler Francis, 1945, various pages. 
Page 9~ 

. ' . 
·Aaron Coffee, of Texas. and wife, Ma.iy Somerville ·smith; had fol~ • 
lowing chi1dren: . • 
, -Coffee, Roxanna. b. J=ln. 17, 1862 
-CoJree, Julia. Edmondson, b. Dec. 8, 186-J 
Coffee, C,assie Kyle. b. Jan. 7, 1878 

P~e ~9 
• ~omu Jefferson Coffee. of Texas. ·and wife, Malinda Grava WiJ, 
~a Haley, had following children: . 

Coffee, Louisa. b. Jan. 10, 1829 
·Coifee, Minerva. Lavinia. b. April l, 1830 
CofFee, Aaron, b. Dec. 17, 1832 
CofFee, Ellen, b. June 17, 183f 
Cofee, Ambrose, b. March 7 1838 
-Coffee, Henry, b. Nov. 24, 1840 • 
Co~u, Roxanna, b. Oct. 28, 1842 

P~e 1~·1 

Deaths of children of Thoa. Jefferson Coffee anJ wife-, Maline 
G. W. Haley: '· , • 

Cofce, Louisa, d. Jan. 29, 1829 , 
Lightfoot_ Minerva Lavinia (Coffee) (Lobdell). d. l-907 

. Co.ff' cc. Aaron (no death date) 
Tankersley, Ellen (Coffee), d. Apn1 S, 1866 
Cofc:e. Ambrose, d. Aug. 2, 18S9 
Coffee, Hc-nry, d. Nov. 9, 18S7 • 
Ward, Roxanna (Coffee), d. Aug. ll, 1860 

l'c.,,ge !jtl 

. George Washington C.Ofee and wife. Mary Catherine Isler (dau. of 
Peter Isler, and wife, Mary Dromgoole, of Natch~ Miss.), had fol, 
lowin' dµldrcn: • • 

Coff ec. Camilla. m. Prof. Rohrer; no issue . 
Cofee. Eugenia. b. Dec. IS, 18S4, Jackson, Miss., m. Alexander 

Goodridge. Norfolk. Va. They had dau., Sarah Goodridge, 
who m. Ernest E. McLcmore. Columbia, Tenn. • 

Page .L59 

Qggdrjdge, Eugcnja (Coif .. ~~· J. Nov. 13, 1901, in Miss. (wife of 
Alexander Goodridge-. uf , orfolk, Va.) 

Edmondson, James. d. Oct. 17, 1872, in Texu, 

J:lage 1.57 

• Deaths of children of David Haley and wife, Elizabeth ----7: 
Haley, Elijah, d. April 1, 1810 
Haley, William B., d. 182' 
Haley, Burrus. d. Sept., 180 
Haley, David W., d. Oct. 9, IBS7 
Haley, Sarah, d. Sept. 22, 1837 
C.Offee, Malinda G. W. (Haley), d. Dec. 24, 18S7 
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Austin Colony Eioneers, Washington County (TX) by Worths. Ray, 
published byauthor, austin, TX, 1949, ~ages 28-~9. 

Pirst Settlers ot Brenham 

•rominent among the tirst settlers or the town or Brenham 
rrere the tusks, mo came out rrcm TeMessee, with Major Sam Lusk as 
the head or the tlimlly. Bis son Patrick u. Lusk Joined the Somer
ville Expedition, was captured with other prisoners, luc~ drew one 
or the mite beans, and through the intervention or his tather•s old 
triend A11DRE~t JACY.3011 effected his ultimate release and his return 
to Brenham. Pat Lusk is buried 1n the old Kasonic Cemetery about a 
mile troo the business part or tom, with his tather lfajor Sam Lusk 
and other members or the family. 

· s, the Spring or the year 1844'alle town ot Bremam began 
to take on signs ot real life \'!hen the ~om building in the tom, 
a handsome hoae tor tt.3t period, mi; erected b)' one or the town Com
missioners Asa L:. Le,ds" J.:rs. Robert .\. Hasskarl, the to-.m•s real 
historian ll933) declares that Yr• Lenis's home was equipped with 
glass windows, something new at the time, and which no other home 
could then boast. 

,Other important personages who· sfade Brenham their home were 
the ·two enterprising Giddings brothers, J. D. and Hon. o. c.; the 
latter, Dewit Clinton Giddine;s, llho a.rterwards ns elected to Cong
ress from the Da:lh1ncton District aml served with distinction . and 
honor. o. c. Giddings was himsell' a great personality, like his bro
ther, J. D., and the two worked together durine; the remainder or 
their lives to bring Brenham tc, the tront.·• o. c. Giddi&lgs turther 
sol1d11'ied himselt 11ith the people or Brenham; ,.ho were older 1n 
point or residence by his marriage t-o l~LIBilt\, the tair da~ter or 
llajor Sam Lusk and his wil'e·America Cotte7. 1heir stately mnsion 
on the outskirts or Brenh!!.m, reflected the social lite of the com
mmitr, and there 1:al.1nda (Lusk) Giddings reigned like a queen, to 
the dny or her demise on•J'une 19 1 1869. Ualinda Lusk·and her s1s
hrs, J,iyra and Beersheba, according tp Urs. Pennington, the delight
tul chronicler or those tar flung days, were the belles or the tast 
growing town and no social assemblage ,,as considered complete eith
er 1n Brenham, ·,vashington or Independence, without their presence. 
As the Urm ot GIDDIJros & GIDDillGS, Bankers, and business l!len, the 
two broth~rs stood at the forefront in the building of' Brenham. The 
steam ltlistle or the •J. D. GIDIJDIGS" in a few rears woke up the 
people or Brenham to the tact that the "iron horse" bad arrived on 
the scene and the tom was no longer isolated from the rest or the ~. • 
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Page 62 
Austin Colon.v ?ioneers, ~vashington County (TX), by ~Yorth s. Ray, 
published byauthor, austin, TX, 1949, Page 82. 

m .. l'IIJ.ts ms:. wun'1• 
Z.olalatar. 11qn. CUii •lUs•• 
., C,~Qa• la a &NmaOll of 
,amtlCA canzr • 111.e •lf• of \Jae 
earlJ' .la&atla Cololllat ut plcm.
••• Cole Sam hulk, IID4 H'HN 
:rear• ago gen the ftllol' • OopJ' 
ot thll tollowlnc l•tt•I', aeallq 
111th Ul• ll1at~t7 ot th• Coft•J' 
tllllilf, wrUtcm 117 RlCS Carnt, 
ot ShelbJ"flU•, Te1111ea■oe, to a 
J•tfarllOII Cotf•J, brothel' of 
.lurica (Cott•1> Jukt· 

ff nmsbel' to laaTe Hltll IQ' pe
Ml'llal &ftll4facher. Bla 1111m na. 
1am canzr. s:. •• ratao4 la 
cme at ti» lower OOWlUH of Va. 
u4 llel la AlbtDC'lae l!J gr-eA4-
aotber'• llal4ea llalll• na 1.ARS 
GRAVES, u4 mJ' f•tbe:r 1a lllllll ne 
JAKES COmr. Be alao WU 1'alH4 
la tbll loaul' pari ot Vll'glllia • 
traa thellee nmoTa4 to ESSZJ: oo. 
Ul4 traa there to .llbai:larla, 
lllae:re :,GIii' tatllll', .AKJROSZ car. 
n:t ft.a boril la the ,au- lHZ. 
hCII thla oouac-, =t father n
llOft4 to Allm!tST Cowit7 ui4 hon 
111• cU141'u crow up to 118Dhoo4. 
'117 aotto1' 1 I ■al4ell 11811111 ... BUs
abnla CIZVZLU1!). Ky matenal ,;,. 
ta\llar wu Al:I,UIDEll CJJ:RURD. 
JIJ tattar wu born la 17&9 aD4 
a.a 1111781, ua hla ohll4r•• 

. •re 111m acma aDS two 4auptere. 
MF bl'Otben ••r• 10!.'f, .AJlcmrLUJS, 
JAIIIS, RmElf, Mm10S3, Ja.11 1011. 
AND mIS. Th17 ar• all 4814 
•••• W 11.114 tnla, tbe tint of 
llllaa l'H14H la IUaaourl u4 tile 
otl:or 111 JCo11tuoty. 1 beca:a ••• 
tulllte4 wltll rour moteZ"Dlll gr. 
tailor, nS2 uoam a'boat tm •114 
of tha l'ffOluUODal'J' war. Ba thaa 
ll•o4 la au-a Ccnmt7, If. C.wtaere 
JIN •n born. rr., _. bon 111 Ya. 
all4 lllaAJ' at Illa 4oocea4111lta llft 

• b JCollCuetJ'• I m •tlll llriaa •• 
\he ol4 hen, ploce wber• JOI& 1u, 
._ ao, 'INt CaJlDOt espocl 1ll tu 
oour• ot llllture to rociala i::moh 
loagor. I em isow 1ll a:, 80t!l Joa. 
Ila:, Co4 11loH JOU• RlCZ carnr. • 

Page 247 

lAJ.28 A. 1IIDIRS uatatea L D. 
unu ill th• taking at th• ttrn 
Vn1to4 statoa Ceuua at Tullills
ton COU11t7, lD ~. Be lllllrl'ie4 
1'111■ Bllrlllleba wt, om at the 
4aug!lhra ot ~. ~ JlJSE: 11Z14 
Illa ld.t• AUBRICl ccnzr. Att.l' 
\Jae doatb. ot 1~ nuil'm blll" • 
W14olr 11181'1'194 •00114. DL DRIii' 
ID CRAWS, wtio ha4 been hod • 
dellt ot BAlJ.CR lJNIUJ!SI'lT • who at 
tbat Um• b..S retire& 11114 ha4 !Ill• 
CIIIIIIUleh4 llOtlWlg mah ill ti. ..,
at tll11 •arl4'• goc,411, 11h11• Ille 
wife JWIS!!El!l 'IIUa:ZS •u a ft17 
nalthf~. 

JEHERSQf ~Offff to when tbt la\• 
tar we11 lf1'1ttell waa brotbor to 
AUE!UCI. COl'R!' wit• ot SW IDSE. 
RICI carm-, the mtar at tbl 
lettor waa brotber ot R!lJlaJI car
n:t{ who wall tbo tathttl' of Ali!!ll
c,. Cam:'l) DJSL • 

soWBD conn 

, I 

. Bou.Nm cams .... a 014 Idlaa 
tighter, u4 u~ a\ !ala trll41nc 
JI08' Oil Ro4 Ri'l'el' Cowat71 Inn llllm 
a 1111111 ottlcn i.tt • 1ou wtao., 
Sophia SutteDtlel4, la Ta11111lgtoi:a 
Cwnt7, lie 1'04a all th• "111' 40ft 
h-as ffortb Tezaa to ab hor Illa 
9lto. Thl• we.a Oil 11111Ja%'7 29,Wt. 
Bollaaa Cottoo wu • NlaU'ff ot 
tbo lwilc tam.17, H the • lte at Col. 
Sa lwilc ••• Acertca Cottoa. •Cott•••,. 1'ra411ag Pooi• WU 01l Ro4 JU.Ta 
a 111 wbat, l• now lo4 JU.ya CowllF 
u4 U• alto, I a t'ol4, baa an 
'tlaaa· 1Dllll4at•4 bJ Ille aodora Bot 
Ii.Tar 4m., Rol11L114 Cottoa _. a 
b:rotbar ot Con. lolm aottee, 11110 
11Te.l 1ll 1111111:11on Cauat7 1 Te:ru, 
•u CoorgotCMZ, a4 Rollell4 waa 
- the llldleA Cqaloi 111 whlch the 
Hl•bratell 1am I. DolllOll ftl ldll
... 11ut Jaappeno4 aot to lie ,n•11t 
at tba t .parUculor tbio. Amat •ao
phla • Cott111 OUU1n4 Ml' hlllbu4, 
no ••• tlllo4 u4 WH wried ., \ha 
tndlllg JIOR °I?-Rad Rlnr. 

ROTZ: Th, 1111m• conn or canrr •ea 
apalle4 both War• oa the ol4 ncoraa 
1a both 'l'anA01111M om Tu .. , all4 ha• 
111111pe11t acae t!ma 111 • atu4J ot 
thla tbld.11'• tlla lll'lt•r la ot the 
oplllioa tbat tha7 WON tb1 - Ola. 

Page 220 

surTOliPIB.LD FAJIILY 

It la aot llnl7 t!wN ... • sur
TaamD J'.wla' 111 l'ull111&tioa eo., 
'l'ezaa, •• tu ollly ou ot •ll1oll 
lben 1• a NCOZ'4 1• &aPBrA ~ • 
'1'GO'mD, tu fOQIIS "14ow, no ,.. 
■arrle4 to tu oalebnt.4 BOtUJD 
OCP711:1, who •- ell tlll sq haa 
lle4 R1'1'11' 4am tbe:re to IIUTJ' llal'e 
She aut Iler •acna4 lluallllllll B0LUHD 
cann :raa a t1'11111Dg pon ot 11a4 
Rhar tor a long tllu tb.enatt_., 
u4 •Ila ... kllom all OTel' tb8' 
put r:,t TellU, aa •Amit Sophia•. 
Bl llll1ball4 wu a :releUn of l«l1. 
UM mar_ who ho4 111111'1'194 JIIIIIJD.l 
carrn la TeuHN• baton •lllWIS 
to T•:1:U u4 l'uh1agto11 Ooaat7e 
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From: South Carolina Pension Abstracts of the Revolutionary War, 
War of 1812, and Indian Wars, Vol. V.; by Annie Walker Burns, 
pub. date unknown, Xeroxed 1972, Okla. Hist. Soc. Library. 
Page 87 ---

SOUTH CAROLINA AND VIRGINIA SERVICE OF DAVID HALEY R 4451 -- and 

moved freight to the country and settled 12 miles out of the 

settlement at the mouth of Richland Creek where I lived 20 years. 
In 1785 I removed to Richland Creek, the two years before I lived 

up in the settlements. Pretty soon after I moved to Richland 

Creek the people began to settle in. In 1786 or 1787 I was 

elected Captain by the people and was commissioned by the 

Government of North Carolina. After I had been there about 2 1/2 

years the Cherokee Indians brok~ out wa~-pgainst -us and we had to 

fort nearly 3 years until the Terr~tori~l government took place. 

I petitioned the Government of North Carolina and got my men all 

under pay. There those that had horses under Horse man pay and 

those that had none under foot pay. About this time General 

Joseph Martin of Virginia came out and raised a company of 450 

horse men. I went with my company with him and we had a hard 

fight with the Indians at the end of Lookout Mountain where 

several valuable men were killed. In the battle Capt. Buller and 

Capt. Hardin were killed. After this myself and 43 men went into 

the nation at the Hanging Maws Village and killed 12 fellows one 

morning before breakfast. SIGNED DAVID HALEY to 

David W. Haley 

A letter from D.W. Haley, from Madison Co., Mississippi 1854, 
April 10, mentions his father married to my mother Elizabeth 
Graves? of Va. 12-15-1783, that he died 20 Sept. 1839 in Roane 
County, Tennessee, and he was born Oct. 5, 1760. My mother was 
born May 7, 1767 and died March 16, 1815. I am now living in 
Tuscumbia, Ala. & brothers Robert K. Haley, or was alive some 
months since. I have a sister living in Tex., Malinda G. Coffee, 
wife of Gen. Thomas J. Coffee. This bro & sis are all the 
surviving children of my father David Haley and my mothe~ 
Elizabeth Haley. 
Copied by--- Gene Brewington 

4728 NW 59 Terr. 
Oklahoma City, OK 
73122-7512 

Tel. # (405) 721-1141 
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:,~, ;_:,~)\tMaLUi B~Jffl ,,. ·,1 ·=· ~dJ,: !,~~~:~~-c!!~ f P:'~t;11~o:rc;~~ d;;;a~t-f: 
,.,, ···'':. '~ Jllporttn1 Stan 11 .h,_.;.:._,,,._.£...1 ""-- k._t the r 1 

. • ., ... , • ... :, . ••· • ,. " ~-. ~nu -~~- "'P re rom one men to the 
,•:~--.~·.w. aalcl ·• hew , Jbn's ,wUe. Mrs. ~ t ne.xt. before the days or re. friger_• 1 
SIIW· ~ nqhl:·• route te Sel- . a_ ~ teaC!h~. rin, Nves a!fo~ . ~ . ~ . 
•· 111 ~ ~ ll ines- :. 1:8& temilt home. Their •· Fran • :1" Ute· 6'fi yara,mr,. UJnar• 
__. ...._ hlra Lincelil's of. ois, llvhs In Atatin Md eomes etplaiDee that ".Mnther Coffee" 
Gef Gt akLit ffouatttD woatd' ltold ~~etCIIM 1WffY. Saturday to!• litd . slave qua+tets lfitre,:, anti 
~--~,tllt.;-lllnion. He ··stayed I help hfir mottler Mdl chores and! 1•tl1at &he ~ very ~ to lier 
in-'• bane··6f ,Ooonet. J_, T. Cof. . . erratlds. Mrs. Coltee keeps her' st~ves .. prqvidjng them with. ade
,-_-:-' 'Raia ,:Jllatement. .iandH-a • dauellte,.'a roan ready fer bet 'ltlfbte homes and food ~nd treat
...,. •• ,, ttie'. etsffee home.' Is I rrequent visill. Mlaa Eunice Cof.. inl them wiftt kindness:' Some of 
rQ111JCtin ffie 1ltiok .. Sam Houston's f rev lives in Temple wt1eft! -she the old buildings still stand. 'nle. 
l)?xas··. by Sue Jl'lun.1gan. wem in medical ~1trch. . Pock and concrete cistern. where 

·Mrs,, .. .Jim Co(f~ • said . Colonel : other· Coffee· ara~hildren the rain Water was stored, is 
,';o((M,' }I coJ-1 • in the Confeder· ; known in nur commurUt, are . tlosed and boarded up, but ftir- • 
Jte Attliy~ was a mood rriend of Dewey Brndrord,· Mrs. Carlton nishes a good place for Mrs. CoC-
ialn. H'oustoR. :ind it was not at Card, Mrs.,. Gladys . Wf\itcomb . fee to set her flowers. '.The ced811 
all llnusual for him io visit. Mrs. Lenora Wright, Frank· Cof. • post and plank fence iemains to 

Mrs.. {.'offee, Col. Coffee's , rec, Mrs.· ~dna Coolt, lf.Jk'J'Y Cof. enclose the back rare!:. part , of 
1 

d~lidltq,fn..lt\''(t~·-still lives .,ill lhe , fee, R<ix Coffee:·and Guy· Coffee. which Is covered with concord 
Cdfee ho~ i9' Get>rptoWff, on When the three CotfL-e daugil- grape vines and rose bushes. Mrs ·, 
Jama Street~: At the base oi. the 1 ters reacm.&d the "courtin,t· 11ge, . Cocree said one rose, the Pink 
water tower In \he ea~ part orl ~Col~cl Coffee built the two front Kflerney, still blooms. and is the 
tewn. Mrs .. Coffee gtaetously_ en·. rooms on t.o the front of the house. same bush that furnished h e r 
tertainP.d a Sun . repvter . lest' 'these were parlors for the duugh- wedding bouquet. 
week -\'iith a Ulur a£ her hqmc tt!rs to entertain their bcims. Mrs. Cotree is glad the • huge 
,;lh>•g ~: ~I.ti ~cl· r~rnlsh· 1 Oh the walls or aH the rooms • old mesquite tree in the side yard 
lngs which are !illH' st.,nlffftg with I hang benntfful pajntints c:k,nc hr did nGt die as a result or being 
clignity • and" charm. 1 Tomye Coffee Magee. who was water:loggrd this. past year, split-

11te ho~- was built of hard Hie family artist. Much of the cle· ting m hnlr. This tr~e looks as 
,ant solid walnut fumlturo re- though i! ":as made for climbing 

,we :md cedar· The waUS, fmot'1\ mains in the house -- a pink and swmgmg, and could tell 
d· doers retftairi of. the orlgin&f m111·ble topped table. white mar- many u tale of good times of ~e 
"11ASti'ucUon. Th(• four retnaininlf bli! topped dressers. chest., with Coffee children and grundch1l-
ffrf! ~ are in excelfcnt· oper&- cmvetaill'CI <'Ollffl'UClintt.. l ., 11 dren. 
tlnn. ll!Ht' otiarr.e pieces or .solid ' Kc:1vy walnut bc.-ds. and. :i wash 
rock with the· !aside concrete ' !rt?tnd complete with the othtinal 
•1lnstered. Tile firoplnce mentie 

he I · • ~-· I nl ho.. linwl and pitcher - just t.o men-
m t par or 1s tuc- ll ace ... . , . • "'h d , 11 J . , 
or for Colonei Coftbe's Civil Wai· 1 t~on 3 rcw. 1 ~ rcsscrs n '~\ie 

ord and isl l Both t'hese wea• httle l:unp s~lves on each side 
SW p 0

•• • • ervetl antl ' ' or tl\e mirror. The pi:mn. nn Ill) 
pons are perfectly pres \ right modd of solid walnut with 
~~ worthy. •. . ; ebony rtnish. is over on~ lmndr~ 
.• Th~· ,1:offees hnd three daugh-

1 
yPnrs old. It is bc:iut:f11l1~• 1)1'1."· 

teNI. and two sons. whose descen- :4erved - Ow ivorie~ :;p"rldP, the 
drntS still live in the Georgetown I rerl cloth behind the earvul eut
area. Trunye Coffee married W' I work on the front is still· brigf\t, 
F. Magee; t.beir son. W. T. Mn- and the deep, rich tone Is tht? 
•. .lives in Houston. and daugh- • answer to n pianist"s prarer. In 
,.,. ·M'1-s. Gordan (Lois) Nave and I the kit-ehen·. with ml of Mrs. Cor-
' iraoiidaughtor Mrs. ,Jackie Kreg- j fee's modern conveniences. is the 
!_ c:r bl~ li\'.~ in Geo.r~ctmvn • ..L~~- , old family safe. n is not -the 

f
.ephlhf ~.marrfed.J. F.~ nar-. combination lock money sare. as 
~' Tbeit'' . child~·. a\11 Miss, we· think or sates today. This safe 

~'"lunia· Yearwood. Frank Year- has sevet"al shelves in the upper 
I wQCICI. Jr., Rnburt F. Yearwood, . cabinet- part, which nre screen 
I Mra. Florence W1•ay, Miss Ruth I doored, several drawers, and sol
' Yearwood. and· Mrs, Donald Ir· id door compartments at the bot• 

virit,. Sr. ull or. (;('()~town. Flor
·"m•Y Coffee married Tom H:mna: I 

See Don Ruth Merritt•. 
comments on this 
material. 
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Well PreserTed Coffee Home OTer 100 Years old. Page 65 

Comments of Don Ruth Merritt. Dallas. Texas. She was one 
ot the finest Coffee/ey researchers I have eTer been 
associated with. (Gene Brewington). 

This choice bit is a good example or a "Grandma Said". 
The lady is the surviTing (or may be she•s died recently -
I haTen•t heard) widow of Col. John T.'s youngest son. 
She plain doesn't know her dates: Maybe Col. John T. & Sam_ 
Houstonwere friends but Col Coffee did not live 1n Texas until 
after thee1T11 war. "Had three daughs&2 sons" --- that was 
the last marriage. Others in marriages 2 & 3. And, "Mother 
Coffee" did !l2i laTes -- there was no slaTes by the time 
she was Mrs. Co fee. I think maybe this house was hers 
anyhow. tho before she m. Coffee. when she was Mrs. Vontrees -
not sure tho. 

DIIVtl 
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From Dallas, Texas newspaper, of unknown date, by Frank x. Tolbert. 
Copy received 1972, from Don Ruth Merritt, Dallas, Texas. 66 
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.r"'1 ~·r , "'011'1'1 I iO\.n .. .oe b !J· . l u. ~I.-<~.~-
; ~VJ.1. \L, u J.L .u~~ IL 1a • ] ir_f; ~ ·-:?IT;.f.,,n 

J1 nesitl•e Jl..!l-=.~, vo/ ~l~-
: Co111g1·at1]latea.u. By FRA/',K X. TOI.BERT \\'as one r,f 11:i! R,d Ri·.cr V;ii!e,·/ 

'-1 Nrws Staff Writer lic:.ic!im• utizrn; a:11: he h:;.ri L~c:1 
By FRANKX. TOLBERT , \ POrf~llnRO, Grav~•in Co .. ·::i R,.p;irili(: ni Tcxa:: ce,r.:!rt":• • 

Tex:is-Arter Jl.1 year;, the bonc:s:m.in. S_11!1, t!.c vcr.c.::~ c,f 1:._c • 
r1~,wo REAL ESTATE developers have a petition h~iurc rhc ~.,,,c; of Col. Jl()ll:md Cufiec. o::e of thc•;.:r:ir.rl ;u:; on the k:li.n::: of 0,:-

bnard c,! monici:ms tn mnvc Cl!f their Grayscin Count>· prr.p,:-r:ri ;firs: In•ii:in traders on the uppcr.frc w,1,; t~:it G:.l!oway :ictcd cr.iy 
thr hod\' nf :in orncrv old Tndi:in tr.icier and Rc;:uhhc of lc.,,,;I RC'd River. four.d a rcs::r.;; place.in ~c:r dci•:n;-::. 
co· l:rcs;m:in, Col. Holl;nd Coifoc. The Coffee remains, rcmu·;cJ oi,cc Wcdncscl:iy bcsido the grave of: There's a ti-.ir:;;, a:rr.ost :!r,.fcr•:• 
bcrt,re when Lake Trxoma was inunciated. arc now in :,a ;inc:cnl his i::lamorous wife, Sop:iia. Whlle h:i;h .:.;:c;;.th ,,f err,~ ::i:,;r:le ;:i 
hrwk m:iusolcunt nr:ir the Preston Point ~hore or the big lake. a hi"h, chill wind made sp()(,ky anri around Sc,;>i:ia·s ~ra·,·e j)h .. 

The dis:ir.rccahle Colonel Coffee was !;hot to death in 1.~.:r, ,·.liilc: noi,:S through the tr.~cs on Lakc·;n Wcdr.c~cfo:, s pt>v,e:r:ul wir.!L 
h3•:ing a difficulty with one Charles A. Galloway. And '.\tr. G.illo:·:ay 1Texom:t's beautiful Prc!:ton Point)hcse err.po n-,yn:a iimbs W'l•~:d 
"·:s coni::rntulatcd for this by a Cl:1rk1>-ville, Texas, ~ew~paper. Jn_c the remains oi Col: Cc,ffce we:rc.rub together .-.nci mal:c_a scrc~-cr.• 

.~-nnd:ird: "Galloway was acquitted by public sentun<'nt • • • it removed from a brick maui.olcum1ing noi:,e, :.omcwhat like the \l"r• 

~.Jii so clearly a case of self defense in the last extremity lh:it nC'ar the lake shore and reburic:d:P,rano cry r,f a wCJman. Cc.I. Cr.i-• 
11111 grand jury could not find a bill." \1oo11t a hair l'lrtlc away. in the fee was a b;g man. juc:;;::i;; h/ * . I !Pr~:-.ton Rend Cemetery. _his lei; ht,ne~. At itis rc-bur:al! 

COFFEE \VAS ONE of the first settlers o{ the country around; . Cut Coffee and his '5-timcs mar.!Wcdncscfay. tl:,;:i;;h. wi:at was, 
• Sherman. He was there by 1833, and probably some. yc::rsj ried spouse, Sophia, had !heir djf. lcft or him -:vas pi;t :n_ a s::-:.!i!,! 
earlier. He was said to speak seven Indian dialects, and to nave a: fercnces in life. In death they are•~uare p1::e mx. a::~ la:d to res,': 
pacifying influence on the Kiowas, Comanches, and othe:r bi;; and' still separated by a rustin .. iron iust ou1s1dc r,f tnc mr.1 fence . .--.1 
usly,acting Indians of the Red River Valley. . . 1-fcnce: Inside the fence a:'c tau;bronze marker wiil be p!aced on: 

Ccrtainlv he was the master or ceremonies at 11 numncr of k s h. d h th" "rave l· ter ' • h d A ti h. 1 v stone mar ers to op ta an er; "." ., " : . .d ~~ .. ,J 
.pow wows between the selllers and t c re men. n 1s wir '1' last husband, Judge James Por-: His w1ac, wr.o 1s sa1 to .. ~, ., 
clnimcd. probably erroneously, that he arranr,cd a tre:lly ~ccr:~~ ter with this carved on the'spokcn to Colfr.o tnat "I wr,:.:::i: 

• at Pike•s Peak in Colorado. Coffee was popular enou~h in l~.,.i :jucii;c's memorial: "He Always rather be. marr:(;d t~.a d';.ad !-:~,,! 
• to i;ct him~clf elected to the Texas congress. And lhc lcr.:slntio:i nc 'M:ide Home Happy." than .a. l,v~ cr.,·1.-~rr. lx:_r,,~e :._:·•: 
• sponi,ored was very favorable to the Indian traders' lobby. I H II d C ff r th ,,'un f:gnt wrrh G,uhway, r.:n o::::,·! 
·: Tot: colonel acquired a lot of land and slave~ •. But lil'.:rc w~~ a . 0 an ° ,Cc tasRone bf :·"S'lphia. ·,1n:e ,,r Jarr.c, Pr..:-!rr. 

nasty nimor that his re:il business was cxchangini: whi<-kcy ar.d gr<':il men ° t c e:pu _ic ot bo:n fr,~t ·.::;;•:rc. r~.d:ar.J. • 

I Texas. Wednesday he was JUSt a o~ ., "IJ .J',d ~ r ., • .,- 1;,-
guns to the Indian_ s for livestodr_ •, Jf- f 1.. be . f ·-C· ••• 1,, • . r.1. ,,u.i; •• ••. ·· .. • 

, cw uones to removea rom ?'r. ,.. f - .. <,.;,,. •;~a" c:-:· 
llN 15.39, COFFEE became. 1. ·HER THIRD huLh::, ~.taj.! the path of a real estate deve!cp-._ .,:,:·• .. 0 ,. .eAas :--"'··· ,::;·_ ~·.· 

I d h b nd of Sophia ·ut G N B· •• ....-c-· ·o h I k h • .-.er ~ra.ea,onc •• o :r ....... o .. ~ sccon us a , 1 
·: cori;e • • ""· ••• • • m7r.t on t e great a e. t e oc•·her f~:.ir o:i:cr i:;;s:::ir.::s. 

, tonficid Au:;hinb:iui;h. one of the· Sherman in lSGJ lo sci! hie; t,)rton; vc1opment called Glen Eden Es-, B f ,._ C···'I ·.r,. <;.., ... 

I Republic of Texas· most coll)rlu!' .tnd was :imhush-:-d anci siain on_· • e ore .. ,e .. • ~.. -··~ ,~, 
tatcs. : said to have cnte~t:ii::ed !'.:::~ ;:::-.l womrn. Sophia was lady of gre:it his way home wi,h 1he :n<'r"''.I GI Ed h • C I · 

jbcaut\' zest. and imai;inatlori.: Her fourth and finiil 1::::-:::?d.i en en wast e name 01 0 ·-sonages a~ t:. S. G~a:i:. Re;:::::-t, 
• • • i • ~.J Ccftce's mansion, the showplace·E. Lee, .A.l!icrt S:c!:c.·: Jc~":m,::.: '!Graham Landrum. in his ndni•.r•, . .Judiz.e Ja_m. c. s Por.tC'r, dire. in 1·.'.'.l.. 

of Grayson County. It was built Sam Houstor.. ar.d m.:~e:-c:.:s fa.; 
ably researched Illustrated Ht5•1 of d1sab1ht1cs ~otn,t; hac.: t'l .l:Sj in 18-15, and was still in &cod dian chiefs, at Gien Ec::i. j 

I tory of Gra}'Snn County, says that I service as :i Confederate soi,:,~r J &hapc in 1942 when the old Cofice•· - . 
Snphia was prohabiy a pro:;1it11tc1 • S<iphia, who lived in one? (Jf 1h<."• 

I , 1 pl.lntalion was included in land 
!while she was follnwin~ the Re-: /gr:indest m:insfon'I c,n tr.,:. Re:!: condemned for the Red River 
,public of Texas Army in lSJG. 1.1River, Glen Eden, huilt the :-_.1Jt:.'.•J- ., 
• • I I r 1 • l \.da:n which cre:ited l.:!ke Texoma. : 

I Grayson County ~oss1p. pcr1:ips;•11c11m for Colone-Coi ce \'. a:'.' ,.er1 ,•,Jen Eden w:is dismantled, its 
untrue, was that Coffee and Gallo-11,othcr husband-; found :narc ::~m-: '~onrs .-ind boards numbered so' 
:w:iy were qunrrrlins o\·rr Sophia. Ible burial place~. I 1 
lwhen the husband was shot. 1·: Now, that mnusclcum ::r.rl 11s: ,,.,. co:.tld he re-assembicd. Only • 

I Sophia's spouses did have toui;h/cont~nt:; i:a\'C to C? to :n::;:_e re,o...l t11is re-assembling project was. 
,luck, thoui;h. • !=!fnr a sl!!f'k, mocforn hou3rn?~ forgotten aitcr some workmen· 

•,•clopr:•·.a i •, 11,.., hi;:? 1 ,: • ., U!'cd part of the anclcnt timbers:, 
--·-~ -. • ..._ . ---.,/ for firc-woc>d on a co!d day. 'I 
;.,.,,......,. ~- Real estate developers E. B. , 

I Chapman of Sherman and Geori;c1 • 
DcArmond of Denison got an; 
order from the st.:ite board ofl 
morticians which enabled them tot 
mo\'c Coiiee':; i;rave. The colonel 
was killed in ls.J6 in :i r,:r. tl;:cl 
with a fdlow n:imed Charles A. 

i Gaiiow:ir. Th~ bcnJtiful S<,p;:ia 
; \\"as sontclhini;. ~f ;! :iir:. And the 
••olJ :;,.:,ry is t!1Jt t~m fa:!i~ •,ras 
'.Jover :,~.:. Co:ii:e. Hvi!.:l~d C.:::::~l 
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Lu.re and Lore of Limestone County, AL, Chris Edwards and Faye 
Axtord, 19/o. Copy at ]brt Wayne, ili, 1987. Pages 162 - 163. 
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SAMUEL EASTER (ca. 184~) 

Mary Louise (Easter) Coffee read the letter again. It 
bore the signature of General Joseph Wheeler and was 
dared Mar. 4, 1903. The letter seated: 

''I cannot express in words the grief felt by my family 
and my self co see the notice in today's paper of Col. 
Coffee's death. He was a brave and good soldier and 
a fine good man. We all loved him and his death is a 
loss co Alabama which cannot be replaced. My 
daughters and myself extend to you our deepest sym• 
pachy." 

Mary Louise thought back to chat hoc July day in 1863 
when she had first seen both Gen. Wheeler and Col. Cof. 
fee clad in their gray uniforms and mounted on excelle~t 
horses. They passed by the Samuel Easter house on rhetr 
way north, having crossed che Tennessee River at Lo~k A 
after checking an enemy advance south of the river. 
Mary Louise had smiled and waved ar chem as on~y a 
pretty, seven-year-old girl can do She may have remtnd
ed Joshua Coffee of sweetheart roses on chat day: as ~he 
did ochers in her lacer life for she was rhe persomficat10n 
of rhac fragile beauty whi~h one wishes to protect against 
rhe realities of a prosaic world. 

After rhe war Joshua Coffee resumed his duties as a 
planter in Lauderdale County, and relished the pleasure of 
looking after his wife and child. His wife died, however, 
about 1875; and Joshua's thoughts rerurned to rhe licrle 
girl who had waved ar him in front of the Samuel Easter 
house. He returned co rhe house and found that <he little 
girl was a lovely and marure young lady. They were mar
ried c,n 0cc. 9, 1877, and had: 

[. Telecy, "Lecie," (1879-1949) md. John Blackwood Tanner 
(see Tanner-ShemJI House). 

11. Sadie (Aug. 18, 1881-Dec. 1, 1903) md. a Well!>, n/c. 
Ill. Ric-hard Easter md. Mary Sue Graves and had {I) Louise 

md. Charles Morris of Decatur and had Mary Louise, 
C!iarles,Joe, and Barbara. (2) Helen md. Ira Jones and had 
Ja.::k, Mary Kate, Kay and Fay (twins), and another daugh• 
rer. They live in Columbia, S. C. (3) Richard Easter Jr. 
md. first Betty Beck of Union City, Tenn., and had Mary 
Linda. He then md. Nora Virginia Strength of Marshall, 
Texas, and had Richard Easter Ill and John Peyton. 

JV. Mary (Oct. 14, 1885-1976) md. Dr. Archie Lawson of 
Greensboro, Ala. and had: (1) Mary Archer rnd. William 
Baxter Bo1>th and had (A) William Baxter, Jr. md. Mary 
Cath-:rine Rolfe and had Mary Catherir,e a11d Beebe Rolfe, 
(B) Mary Elizabeth md. Cleo Ellison Medders and had 
Molly and William Bryant, (C) Archie Lawson md. June 
Alfrey and had Gary Todd and Cindy Lee, (D) Richard War• 
ren, and (E) Debra Jane. (2) Sadie Coffee m<l. A ugusrus F. 
Tuck of Nashville, Tenn., and had Augustus, Jr. and Ed· 
ward Lawson. 

This house was built by Samuel Walker Easter (June 25, 
r 1825-Aug. 12, 1889) soon after his marriage co Telecy 

Coffman (Feb. 20, 1830-Mar.27, 1858) on Aug. 28, 1845. 
Their first child, Marcum (Dec. 1, 1848-June 22, 1926) 
inh~rited the house and lived here with his wife, Lydi~ 

r-
l 

,. 

(Kennemer) Easter, af~er their marnage on Dec. 23, 1869. 
Lydi.a left this house on June 4, Ul88, to visit her friend 
Sallie (Nixon) Barrs (see Nixon-Batts House). As she was 
going down the hill past the Poplar Creek Church Lydia 
mer a fellow traveler going in the opposite direction. Her 
horse shied and the buggy in which she rode turned over, 
killing her instantly. Marcum later married Emi1y 

(Gilbert) Easter (sec Fletc.her Easter House). 
Another son of Samud and Telecy was Fletcher 

(No·.r. 20, 1857-June 2~, 1920). 
After ,he d'!arh of Telecy Coffman, Samuc! married 

Mary P. Frien.i, n/c. 
The house is now owned by William Smith. 
Joshua Coffee was a grandson of Joshua Coffee who 

came with his brorher Peter from Ireland about 1749, and 
serried in Prince Edward County, Va. Joshua and Pe,e 
Coffee each had a son named John who attained the rnnk 
or gener_al. Peter·s son John lived in Georgia and Cofiee 
County in chat f.tare was named for him. Joshua':. son 
John was the able and faithful friend and fellow soldic-1 of 
General Andrew Jackson. He seeded in Lauderdale 
County, Ala., helped co found the city of Florence. and 
lived on his plantation "Hickory Hill" nearby. Thomas 
Graves Coffee, elder brother of John and father vf ihe 
younger.Joshua Coffee. also serried in Lauderdale Counry. 
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THREE COFFEES FROM TEXAS 
INDEX 

All proper names are shown in this index. They are listed 
exactly as shown in the documents. No attempt has been made to 
correct any spelling, or to correlate different spellings. When 
searching for a particular name, be CERTAIN that all possible 
spellings are searched. Especially between "Coffee" and 
"Coffey''. These are used almost inter-changeably, so check both. 
The spelling of other names is similar. Any name shown may 
appear more than once on the listed page. 

Alexandria, LA ............ 39 
Alexandria, TN ... , ........ 25 
Alfrey, 

June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Alpine, Texas ............. 18 
American Standard ......... 27 
Andre, 

Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Arkadelphia, AR ........... 35 
Arnold, 

Dan, death of ........ 3,10 
Ashburn, 

Sam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 
Atchinson, 

David Rice ............. 27 
Aughinbaugh, 

J.A., and Co ........... 48 
Jesse ............ 49,50,54 
Jesse Augustine ........ 48 

Aughinbaugh, 
Sophia ........ 48,49,50,66 

Austin, Texas ............. 39 
Austin's colony ........... 56 
Baker, 

James S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Weaver H., Judge ....... 18 
Wi 11 i am R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 

Ballinger, Texas .. 3,11,20,22 
Barrs, 

Sally Nixon ............ 67 
Barstow, 

W i 1 1 i am , co 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 3 O 
Barton County, MO ......... 30 
B 
Beck, 

Betty .................. 67 
Beddo, 

Bob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
W. A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Beddoe brothers ........... 24 
Beddoe, 

Elizabeth Coffee .... 23,24 
Joseph Warren .......... 23 

Bedford County, VA ........ 43 
Ben Ficklen, Texas ........ 17 
Bentonville, AR ........... 35 
Berry, 

Noah ................... 20 
Bingham, 

George Caleb . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Ted, Hrs ............... 11 

Bluffton, Texas ........... 10 

Blunt, 
James, Gen ............. 32 

Bois D'Arc Creek, Texas ... 45 
Bolivar, MO ............ 26,42 
Bonham, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 
Boonville, MO ............. 35 
Boot Hill Cemetery ........ 10 
Boo.th, 

,. Arc)lie Lawson- . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Cindy Le~ .............. 67 
Debra Jane ............. 67 
Gar·y Todd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Mary Elizabeth ......... 67 
Richard Warren ......... 67 
Wi 11 iam Baxter . . . . . . . . . 67 
William Baxter, Jr ..... 67 

Born of the Sun ........... 7 
Boston Mountains, AR ...... 29 
Bo un ti f u 1 , u ta h . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 
Bower's Mill .............. 35 
Bowie, 

James ............ 46,47,53 
Bradford, 

Dewey .................. 64 
Lum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Bradley County, TN ........ 43 
Brawner, 

Milton, Capt ........... 32 
Brazoria County, Texas . 56,59 
Brazoria, Texas ........... 45 
Brazos River .............. 53 
Brenham, Texas ............ 61 
Brown, 

Burl, death of ......... 10 
Brown County, Texas .... 12,24 
Brown, 

E.B., Gen ........ 29,32,35 
John Henry .......... 54,57 
Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Brownlee, 
Richard S .............. 41 

Brownsville, Texas ........ 39 
Brownwood, Texas .. 6,7,12,17 
Brownwood, Texas .......... 21 
Buckingham County, VA ..... 43 
Buller, 

Capt., death of ........ 63 
Buncombe County, NC ....... 56 
Bunyan, 

Paul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Burke County, NC ....... 59,62 
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THREE COFFEES FROM TEXAS Page 69 

Butler, 
Pierce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Butt, 
George M., Maj ......... 66 

Canan, 
Howard V. . .............. 41 

Cane Hil 1, 
Battle of .............. 34 

Cannon County, TN ......... 44 
Caplinger water mill ...... 35 
card, 

Carlton, Mrs ........... 64 
Carthage Female Academy ... 27 
Cason, 

Basi 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Castel, 

Albert ................. 41 
Catherwood, 

Edwin C., Col .......... 34 
Cave Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
Cedar County, MO . 27,28,30,35 
Chapman, 

E.B . ................... 66 
Chatooga County, GA ....... 23 
Cheyenne, Wyoming ......... 43 
Chihuahua Trail ........... 50 
Chisum, 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Choctaw Bayou ............. 51 
Chugwater, Wyoming ........ 43 
Church, 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Julia Morrow ........... 58 
Marion Summerville ..... 58 
Thomas Arthur .......... 58 

Clarksville, Texas ........ 66 
Cleveland, 

Alexander ........... 56,62 
Ben, Colonel ........... 56 
Benjamin ............... 56 
Elizabeth ........... 56,62 
"Mad" John . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Mary "Polly" ........... 56 

Cleveland, TN .......... 25,43 
Clinton, MO ............... 32 
Cockrell, 

Vard ................ 29,31 
Coffee, 

Aaron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58, 60 
Alice .................. 59 
Ambrose .... 45,50,56,59,60 
Amer i ca . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 6 , 5 9 
Ann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Arthur B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
Beatrice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Bell ................... 24 
Benjamin Franklin ...... 44 
C.F., Mrs . ............. 40 
Cami 11 a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Capt . .................. 54 
Cassie Kyle ............ 60 
Catherine ........... 26,43 
Charles Franklin .... 41,43 
Christopher Greenup . 45,59 

Coffee, 
Clominda Jane .......... 24 
Col ..... 25,29,32,34,37,53 
Col. J.T ............... 64 
D . ..................... 23 
David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43, 44 
Delia .................. 23 
Deliliah ............... 24 
drunkeness ............. 33 
Edward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Elizabeth ........... 23,50 
Ella Josephine ......... 43 
Ellen ............... 58,60 
Emily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 9 
Eugenia ............. 55,60 
Eugenia Elizabeth ...... 55 
Eunice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Caffee Family History ..... 40 
Coffee Family, The ........ 24 
Coffee, • 

Florence .... , ....... 43,64 
Fogg· . ........ -. . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Fogg, Mrs .............. 24 
Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Frank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Franklin Brown ......... 38 
George Washington .. 55,59, 

60 
Guy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Helen .................. 67 
Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Henry Buffington ....... 43 
Hi ram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 9 
Holland ... 45,46,47,48,49, 

50,51,52,54,55,56,57,59, 
57,62,66 

Coffee Home ............... 64 
Coffee, 

J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 
James ............... 24, 43 
James Earnest .......... 44 
James Madison .......... 59 
Jane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Jesse ............ 44,56,59 
Jim, Mrs. . ............. 64 
Jinny Trousdale ........ 25 
John ....... 10,23,24,56,67 
John, Gen ........ 42,44,62 
John Peyton ............ 67 
John T ........ 39,40,42,43 
John T., Jr ............ 64 
John T., picture ....... 26 
John T. surrender of ... 39 
John Trousdale .. 25,28,42, 

43 
John Trousdale, Jr ..... 43 
Joshua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Joshua M ......... 40,43,44 
Joshua, Rev ............ 25 
Julia Edmondson ..... 58,60 
Lawrence ............... 24 
Lois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Louisa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Louise ................. 67 
Lucinda M .............. 4<1 
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Coffee 
Lula ................... 43 
Malinda G.W . ........... 60 
Malinda J. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 
Marietta ............... 43 
Martha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 7 
Mary Jane ........... 44,59 
Mary Linda ............. 67 
Mary Louise ............ 67 
Mary Somerville ........ 58 
Mildred ............. 45,59 
Minerva Lavinia ........ 60 
Mother . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Mr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Mrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Myra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Nancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
Peter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44, 67 
Pleasant B ............. 43 
Rector Cope . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
Representative ......... 52 
Rex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 4 
Rich . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,10,24 
Richard .............. 2,24 
Richard Easter ......... 67 
Richard Easter III ..... 67 
Richard Easter, Jr ..... 67 
Richardson ............. 23 
Roxanna .......... 58, 59, 60 
Sadie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Samuel Buffington ...... 43 
Sar ah . .................. . 

24 
Coffee Settlement ......... 24 

Sophia .... 49,50,51,52,54, 
55,57,59 

Telecy "Lecie" ......... 67 
Thomas Graves .......... 67 
Thomas Holland ......... 59 
Thomas J ............ 52,63 
Thomas Jefferson ... 56,58, 

59,60 
Thomas s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 
Thurs a M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Tommye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
Tomye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Trader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 
Uncle Rich .......... 2,10 
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 
William .......... 24,43,44 
W i 11 i am B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 
W i 1 1 i am F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 3 
Wm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 

Coffee's Bend ............. 51 
Coffee's regiment ......... 37 
Coffee's Station ....... 45,51 
Coffee's Trading House ... 46, 

53,54 
Coffee's Trading Post ..... 62 
Coffey, 

Adah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Ambrose ............. 44,62 
America ................. 62 

Coffey and Colville ....... 46 
Coffey, 

Archelaus .............. 62 
Aunt Sallie .......... 3,12 
Belle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Bi 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 , 7 , l 7 
Charles R .............. 11 
Charlie ............. 18,19 
Chuck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Coffey Crossing ........... 7 
Coffey, 

Eli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Fog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Fogg ........ 7,17,20,21,22 
Fogg, Mrs. . ............ 16 
Helen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Jefferson .............. 62 
Jesse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Joel .... •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
~ohn ......... 3,4,18,19,62 
John~ B . . ... ~. . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
John Van ............... 19 
John Wright ..... 2,7,12,18 
Lester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
M.M. . .................. 16 
Mary Haley ............. 16 
Mary I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Milton Sinkler ......... 58 
Mrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Penny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Peno 1 a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Coffey Ranch .............. 14 
Coffey, 

Reuben ................. 62 
Ri Ce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 2 
Rich .. 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11, 

12,14,16,17,18,21 
Rich, Mrs .............. 16 
Richard ............. 14,16 
Sallie ................. 16 
Sallie Greathouse ...... 18 
Sallie, Mrs ............ 8 
Sam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Uncle Rich ...... 3,7,14,15 
W.A . ................... 16 
W.A., Mrs . ............. 16 
Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Coffie, 
Aunt Sophie ............ 62 

Coffman, 
Tel ecy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Coggins and Parks ......... 21 
Coggins Ranchers .......... 3 
Coker, 

Frank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Cole Camp. MO .......... 35,36 
Coleman County, Texas . 2,3,4, 

12,17,24 
Coleman, Texas ....... 6,13,17 
Colorado River ..... 3,7,11,15 
Columbia, TN .............. 60 
Colville .................. 51 
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Colville, 
Silas ...... 45,47,52,54,56 
Silas Cheek ............ 56 

Comanche Peak ............. 53 
Concho County, Texas .. 2,3,6, 

12,17,18 
Concho Herald, The ........ 24 
Concho River. 3,5,7,10,14,15, 

17,20 
Cook, 

Edna, Mrs .............. 64 
Cooke, 

W i 11 i am G . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 5 O 
Copeland, 

Levi, Lt . .............. 32 
Corinth, Mississippi ...... 29 
Cotton County, OK ......... 46 
Cowskin Prarie, MO ........ 29 
Crane County, Texas .... 4,12 
Cravens, 

B.H . ................... 28 
Crooked Prarie . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Cross Hollow, 

Battle of .............. 34 
Culp, 

JohnH . ................ 7 
Currie, 

Buck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 
Curtis, 

Gen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 
Samuel R., Gen ......... 29 
George A., Gen ......... 39 

Dade County Advocate .. 25,40, 
42 

Dade County, MO . 27,28,35,39, 
42,43,44 

Dadeville, MO ............. 35 
Dagley's Landing .......... 53 
Dalrymple, 

Wi 1 liam c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Davis, 

Jefferson .............. 37 
DeArmond, 

George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 
Decatur County, GA ........ 8 
Denison, Texas ......... 45,54 
Denton, 

John B., death of ...... 62 
Diamond Grove, MO ......... 34 
Doolin, 

Bi 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 
Dove Creek ................ 5 
Drake Constitution ........ 38 
Draper, 

Lyman c . ............... 56 
Dripping Springs, Texas ... 18 
Dromgoole, 

Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Dublin, Texas ............. 2 
Dunle, 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Eagle Pass, Texas ......... 38 

Easter, 
Emi 1 y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Fl etcher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Lydia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Marcum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Mary Louise . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Samuel Walker .......... 67 

Edmondson, 
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Myra Coffee ............ 59 
Wi 11 i am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Edwards, 
John N. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

El Paso, Texas ............ 17 
Ellsberry, 

Elizabeth P ............ 40 
Elm Creek .............. 10,12 
Evanston, IL .............. 59 
Eve.rt on, MO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Ewen, 

Mal'colm P .............. 59 
' Ewing, Thomas, Jr. , Gen. . . 35 

Fair ~lay, MO ............ , 35 
Fairbanks, 

Jonathan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Fannin County, Texas 45,47, 

49,50,53,56 
Fannin, 

James Walker ........... 45 
Ferguson, 

De 1 i 1 i ah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 
First Kansas Battery ...... 32 
First U.S. Army Cavalry ... 27 
Flanagan, 

Louise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Flat Top Ranch ........... . 
Florence, AL ............. . 
Florence, MO ............. . 
Foreman, 

3 
67 
35 

Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Forsyth, MO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Fort Concho, Texas ..... 5,14 
Fort Leavenworth, KS ... 27,42 
Fort Scott, KS ......... 30,32 
Fort Smith, AR ......... 46,49 
Fort Towson ............... 51 
Fort Warren, Texas ........ 53 
Fort Washita .............. 54 
Fort Wayne, IN ......... 48,66 
Fort Worth, Texas ......... 17 
Foster, 

Emory s., Major ........ 31 
Ola .................... 24 

Fourche LeFave, AR ........ 38 
Fourth Missouri Militia ... 31 
Francis, 

Elizabeth Wheeler ...... 56 
Franklin, 

Jesse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Franks, 

Bi 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Fredericksburg, Texas ..... 11 
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Fredericktown, MO ......... 38 
Fremont, MO ............... 27 
Friend, 

Mary P . ................ 67 
Gaines, 

George Strother ........ 46 
Gainesville, FL ........... 59 
Galloway, 

Alex David ............. 55 
C.A . ................... 55 
Charles A .............. 66 
Charles Ashton ......... 55 
Chas. A . ............... 55 
George Washington ...... 55 
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 
Virginia Lee ........... 55 

Gann, 
01 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 6 
Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,17 

Gardner, 
Theodore ............ 32,40 

Georgetown College ........ 39 
Georgetown, Texas .. 39,42,43, 

64 
Giddings, 

D.C . ................... 61 
Dewitt Clinton ......... 61 
J.D . ................... 61 

Gilbert 
Emi I y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Gilmer, 
P.R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Ginger, 
Lewis, Col .......... 5,15 

Glen Eden ................. 66 
Gonzales, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Goodnight Cattle Drive .... 12 
Goodnight, 

Charles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Goodnight Trail ........... 4 
Goodrich, 

James W . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 , 4 0 
Goodridge, 

Alexander .............. 60 
Sarah .................. 60 

Gordon, 
Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Bi 11 y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Gordon, 
Uncle Billy ............ 10 

Graham, 
Johnny, Mrs ............ 11 

Granbury, Texas ........... 18 
Grand River ............... 31 
Graves, 

Elizabeth .............. 63 
Henry Lee, Dr . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Jane ................ 56,62 
Mary ................... 56 
Mary Sue ............... 67 

Grayson County, Texas . 47,51, 
55,66 

Great Missouri Raid ....... 36 

Greathouse, 
Sallie ................. 2 
Sarah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 23 

Greene County, MO ......... 26 
Greenfield, MO .. 25,26,27,35, 

36,38,42,43 
Greenfield Southwest ...... 28 
Grover, 

George S ............... 41 
Guest, 

Bob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,10 
Nathaniel ............ 3,7 

Hackett, 
Ann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 6 

Haley, 
Burrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58, 63 
David W ................ 60 
Eli jab . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Malinda G.W . ........ 59,60 

,. MalAnda Graves . . . 56, 58, 60 
Mary • M . ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Robert K. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 
saiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
William B .............. 60 

Hall, 
Mita Holsapple ......... 57 
Mrs . ................... 16 

Hall's trading house ...... 46 
Halleck, 

Henry W., Gen .......... 30 
Hamond, 

Nip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Hanging Maws Village ...... 63 
Hanna, 

R.T . ................... 43 
Tom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Hardin, 
Capt., death of ........ 63 

Harper, Texas ............. 11 
Harris, 

Mrs ................. 53,54 
Harrison, 

Mr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Hart, 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
John, Capt ............. 48 
John, death of ......... 47 
Martin D. . ............. 47 

Hasskarl, 
Robert A. , Mrs. . . . . . . . . 61 

Hatch, 
JoAnn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Hays, 
John Coffee "Jack" ..... 45 
Upton ............ 29,31,34 

Hearst, 
Phoebe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Hearst Ranch .............. 17 
Helena, AR ................ 33 
Hickory Hill .............. 67 
Hindman, 

Gen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34, 37 



i 

~ 
I 

f""'1 
I 

r 
I 

r 

r 
( 

r 
I 

r 
I 

('ffl 

I, 

r 

i 
I 

THREE COFFEES FROM TEXAS Page 73 

Hindman, 
Thomas C., Gen ...... 29,33 

Hinds County, Mississippi . 56 
Holmes, 

Theophilus H., Gen, .... 33 
Hood County, Texas ..... 18,53 
Horn, 

John, death of ......... 53 
Horn, 

Mrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 4 
Horse Creek, MO ........ 29,30 
Horsehead Crossing ........ 4 
Houston County, Texas ..... 48 
Houston, 

Pres., of Texas ........ 45 
Houston, 

Sam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
Houston, Texas ............ 49 
Howard, 

Duncan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
John T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 

Hulston, 
John K .............. 24,40 

Humansville, MO ........... 35 
Hunt, 

Catherine Grace ........ 26 
Miss ................ 42,43 
Noah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2 

Hunter, 
David, Col ............. 35 

Independence County, Texas 45 
Independence, MO .......... 31 
Iron Brigade ........... 34,37 
Irvine, 

Donald ................. 64 
Isler, 

Mary Catherine ......... 60 
Peter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Ivey, 
George .............. 47, 51 

Jack, 
Patrick C .............. 45 

Jackman, 
S.D . ................... 29 

Jackman's Brigade ...... 37,38 
Jackson, 

Andrew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 
Andrew, Gen ............ 67 
Claiborne Fox .......... 28 

Jackson County, MO ..... 29,31 
Jackson, Mississippi ...... 55 
Jefferson City, MO ........ 35 
Jewell, 

Elizabeth Coffee ....... 59 
Mary Elizabeth ......... 56 

Jingle Bob Brand .......... 3 
Jones, 

Fay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 7 
Ira ................... . 
Jack .................. . 
Kay ................... . 
Mary Kate ............. . 

Junction City, Texas ..... . 
Junction, Texas .......... . 

67 
67 
67 
67 

7 
11 

Kennemer, 
Lydia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Kerr, 
William Henry, Mrs ..... 59 

Kerrville, Texas .......... 11 
Kimble County, Texas ... 7,18 
Knoxville, TN ............. 58 
Kreger, 

Jackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Kyle, 

Cassie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
El 1 en . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Rufus Coffee ........... 58 
William Jefferson ...... 58 
William Rufus .......... 58 

Lafayette, LA ............. 11 
Lancaster, TN ............. 25 
Landrum, 

Graham .. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 
Lathum, 

'· W. K.. . ...... -. : . . . . . . . . . . 4 2 
, Lauderdale County, AL ..... 67 

Law, . 
• Julia Gordon ........... 59 
Lawson, 

Archie, Dr ............. 67 
Mary Archer ............ 67 

Leaday, Texas ............. 18 
Lee, 

Robert E. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 
LeFevre, 

Hazie Davis ............ 16 
Lemmons, 

Lapoleon, death of ...... 4 
Lemons, 

Napolean, death of ..... 10 
Leonard, 

Abie 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Jean Young ............. 56 

Lew Ginger Minstrels ...... 14 
Lewis, 

Asa M. . ................ 61 
Lexington, MO ....... 29,31,32 
Lightfoot, 

Minerva Lavinia ........ 60 
Lincoln, 

Abraham, Pres .......... 39 
Lingo, 

Pinckney ............... 23 
Little Devil's River ...... 18 
Little, 

E. D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Littlefield, 

Bob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l 7 
Edgar, Mrs ............. 16 

Livingston, 
T . R . , Maj . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 

Loan, 
Benjamin F., Gen ....... 39 

Loan Jack, MO ............. 32 
Lobdell, 

Betty .................. 59 
Minerva Lavinia ........ 60 

London, Texas ............. 18 
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Lone Jack, 
Battle of ........... 33,40 

Lone Jack, MO ....... 31,32,37 
Long Rail Brand ........... 3 
Lookout Mountain, TN ...... 63 
Love County, OK ........... 46 
Loving Cattle Drive ....... 12 
Loving, 

Oliver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Lowake, Texas ............. 11 
Lucas, 

Elizabeth .............. 57 
Mattie Davis ........... 57 

Lusk, 
Barsheba ............... 62 
Beersheba .............. 61 
Malinda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 
Mr ..................... 59 
Myra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 
Patrick H .............. 61 
Sam, Col. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
Sam, Major .......... 61,62 
Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

• W i 11 i am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 2 
Madison County, Mississippi 63 
Magee, 

Tomye Coffee ........... 64 
W.F . ................... 64 
W.T . ................... 64 

Magee, 
William Francis ........ 43 

Malvern Hill .............. 33 
Marlin, Texas ............. 11 
Marmaduke, 

John S., Gen ........... 37 
Marshal, Texas ............ 67 
Marshal 1, 

Battle of .............. 36 
Marshall, MO ........ 35,36,37 
Martin, 

Joseph, Gen ............ 63 
Massey, 

Benjamin F ............. 28 
Maximillian, 

Emperor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 9 
Maysville, AR ............. 29 
McAfee, 

C. B. , Capt. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 
McAllister?, 

Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
McAulay, 

Bi 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 , l 7 
McCarthy, 

Jack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Mack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

McCulloch, 
Ben, General ........... 29 

McCulloch County, Texas ... 2 
McDonald, 

C.J., Mrs .............. 56 
McDonald County, MO .... 34,36 
McDowell, 

Nelson, Judge .......... 35 
McKinney, 

Collin ................. 45 

McKinney, Texas ........... 58 
McLemore, 

E.E., Mrs . ............. 57 
Ernest E ............... 60 

McMinnville, TN ..... 44,45,56 
McNeil, 

John, Gen .............. 35 
John, Brig. Gen. . . . . . . . 36 

Meadows, 
Judith ................. 43 
Sytha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Medders, 
Cleo Ellison ........... 67 
Molly .................. 67 
William Bryant ......... 67 

Meeks, 
Bob . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 3,10 

~Henry ............... 3,10 
Melville, MO .............. 35 
Memphis, TN· ............... 59 

~ Merritt, _ 
Do~·Ruth· ............ 56,65 

' Middlebrooks, 
Aud·y J. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Glenna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Midland, Texas ............ 11 
Millard, 

Fred ................... 17 
Missouri River ............ 35 
Missouri State Guard ... 31,33 
Mitcherson, 

Dr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Montague, 

Daniel ................. 47 
Montevallo, MO ...... 29,30,31 
Montgomery, 

Samuel, Major .......... 31 
Moody, 

John F. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Moore, 

Ethel Sively ........... 56 
Jesse ............... 59,62 
John C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Mildred ................ 59 

Moris, 
Barbara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Morris, 
Charles ................ 67 
Decatur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Joe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Mosby' s Brigade .......... . 
Mount Vernon, MO ......... . 
Mukewater Creek .......... . 
Nacogdoches, Texas ....... . 
Natchez, Mississippi ..... . 
Nave, 

17 
29 

4 
48 
60 

Gordon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Neosho, MO ............. 29,35 
New, 

Charles Turner, Dr ..... 44 
John Coffee ............ 44 

New Orleans, LA ........ 27,42 
New York Clipper ....... 5,14 
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Nixon, 
Jorge Antonio . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Norfolk, VA ............... 60 
Northcutt, 

John R., Rev ........... 2 
Noxvi 11 e, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Noxville, Texas cemetery .. 18 
C.H. Triangle Ranch ....... 21 
Organ, 

Minnie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Osage River ............ 31,32 
Osceola, MO ............ 30,31 
Oyster Creek, Texas ....... 59 
Paint Rock, Texas . 7,8,11,13, 

20,22 
Parker County, Texas ... 2,10, 

12,21,23,24 
Parks Ranchers ............ 3 
Payne, 

John T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 6 
Pea Ridge, AR ............. 29 
Pearl, 

Lewis, Rev ............. 18 
Pecos River ............... 4 
Perkins, 

James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
Phillips, 

Elizabeth Cain ......... 58 
Picketville, Texas ........ 12 
Pierce, 

Charlie ................ 17 
Pilot Knob, 

Battle of ........... 38,41 
Pineville, MO .......... 34,36 
Pioneer Minstrels ......... 5 
Polk County, MO . 26,27,28,35, 

42 
Ponca City, OK ............ 17 
Poplar Creek Church ....... 67 
Porter, 

James, Judge ........... 66 
Pottsboro, Texas .......... 66 
Powell, 

Ann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Bishop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11, 12 
Douglas ................ 11 
Eske! 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Prairie Grove, Battle of .. 34 
Preston Road .............. 51 
Price, 

General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 
Sterling ......... 28,29,37 
Sterling, Gen ....... 34,37 

Price's Cavalry ........... 37 
Price's Missouri Expedition 38 
Prince Edward County, VA. 43, 

67 
Pulaski County, KY ......... 46 
Quantrill, 

William .......... 32,33,39 
Ragland, 

Nancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Rains, 

James S. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 , 3 3 

Randolph, 
George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 

Reams, 
Harriet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 

Red River . 45,46,50,51,53,54, 
55,62,66 

Red River County, Texas .. 45, 
47,62 

Red River District ........ 47 
Renfro, 

Lewis .................. 37 
Reynolds, 

Governor, of MO ........ 37 
Reynolds, 

Thomas C., Gov. . . . . . . . . 34 
Rich Coffee, Texas ........ 7 
Richland Creek ............ 63 
Richmond, VA .............. 37 
Rio Colorado .............. 14 
Roane County, TN .......... 63 

-. Robins, .. £ erry .. -. : . . . . . . . . . . 46 
Robinson, 

J.W .. , Hon .............. 49 
• James W., Judge ........ 49 
Rock Bluff Crossing ....... SO 
Rock Prarie, MO ........... 36 
Rogers, 

John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Rohrer, 

Prof. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Rolfe, 

Beebe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Mary Catherine ......... 67 

Rose, 
Jim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 

Ross, 
L.S., Capt. 

Rowlett, 
Daniel, Dr. 

Rueg, 

............ 3 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4 5 

Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 
Runnels County, Texas .. 2,3, 

6,12 
Rush, 

Libbie ................. 18 
Rusk, 

Thomas J ............... 56 
Sac River .............. 35,36 
Saline County, MO ......... 35 
Saloman, 

Frederick, Col ......... 29 
San Angelo, Texas ...... 11,24 
San Angelo Times .......... 20 
San Patricio County, Texas 48 
San Patricio Road ......... 53 
Sand Springs, Texas ....... 50 
Schofield, 

Gen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33, 35 
John M., Gen ........... 29 

Seay, 
Cassie (Kyle) .......... 58 

Seybert Mill, MO ....... 35,36 
Shawneetown, Texas ........ 47 
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Shelby, 
Gen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 7 , 3 8 

Shelby, 
JO, Gen. (picture) ...... 3 
JO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 

Shelby Raid, The .......... 41 
Shelby's Brigade .......... 35 
Shelby's Iron Brigade ..... 36 
Shi 1 oh, TN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 
Shnively, 

Jacob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Shoemaker, 

Floyd C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
Shrevesport, LA . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Sigel, 

Franz, Gen ............. 35 
Sims, 

Mat thew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 6 
Sixth Missouri Cavalry .... 31 
Smith County, TN ....... 25,43 
Smith, 

Edmund Kirby ........ 33,38 
Mary Somerville ........ 60 
Tonk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 
Wi 11 iam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Snively, 
Jacob M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Snively's expedition ...... 53 
Snyder, 

John F . ................ 40 
Somerville Expedition ..... 61 
Soule, Miss ............... 42 
Springfield, MO . 26,29,30,34, 

40 
St Louis, MO .............. 30 
Sterling City, Texas ...... 16 
Still, 

Bush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Stockton, MO ........ 31,35,38 
Stone, 

Eliza .................. 43 
Elizabeth Jewell ....... 25 
Miss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 

Strange, 
Mr ....................... 42 

Strength, 
Nora Virginia .......... 67 

Strickland, 
Mr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
Rex W . ................. 56 

Stuart, 
Jeb, Cavalry.,,,,, ..... 17 

Stubblefield, 
Jack ................... 22 

Suttenfield, 
Laura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
Sophia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50, 62 
Wi 11 iam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Suttonfield, 
Sophia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Sweitzer, 
A.B . ................... 50 

Tankersley, 
Ellen .................. 60 
James ................. . 

Tankersly Ranch .......... . 
Tanner, 

58 
5 

John Blackwood ......... 67 
Tarrant, 

Edward H ............... 45 
Creed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Taylor; 
Laura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Temple, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Tennessee River ........... 67 
Terrell, 

Judge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
Texas Rangers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 
Texas Red River ........... 50 
Texas Road ................ 51 
Thompson, 

Gideon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
"Gideon W. . .. , . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 

... Thornt'On, 
J. F. , Mrs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Tidwel·l, 
D. D. , Rev. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Donavon Duncan ......... 1 
Dr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Tietgens, 
Paul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Tillman County, OK ........ 46 
Tolbert, 

Frank X. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 
Tom Green County, Texas ... 2 
Toney, 

Virginia Ashley ........ 43 
Torrey brothers ........... 53 
Totten, 

James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
Trapp Crossing ............ 10 
Trapp saloon .............. 10 
Tread of the Longhorn ..... 8 
Trickham, Texas ........... 4 
Trinity River ....... 46,48,51 
Trousdale, 

Jane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
Tuck, 

Augustus F. . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Augustus F., Jr ........ 67 
Clyde E ................ 40 
Edward Lawson .......... 67 

Tuscumbia, AL ............. 63 
Tyler, 

Charles H .............. 37 
Upshaw, 

Chickasaw agent ........ 54 
Van Dorn, 

Earl, General .......... 29 
Vehlin, 

Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
Vernon County, MO ......... 29 
Villa, Pancho ............. 17 
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Ventress, 
Edward Hughes .......... 39 
Eunice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
Eunice All en . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
Eunice Amelia .......... 39 
Judge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
Maj . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 9 
Mrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 

Waco, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 
Walker, 

Charles R .............. 11 
Clabe ............... 11,19 
Emery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Ho 11 on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Jesse, Mrs ............. 18 
Nathan, Mrs ............ 18 

Wall, 
Christine .............. 57 

Ward, 
Inez Cates ............. 24 
Roxanna ................ 60 
Wi 11 iam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Warner, 
Ezra J . ................ 41 

Warren County, TN ... 44,45,56 
Warren, 

Fitz Henry, Col ........ 32 
Warren, Texas ............. 51 
Warsaw, MO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Washington, AR . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 
Washington County, Texas .. SO, 

56,62 
Washita Post .............. 55 
Watie, 

Stand, Colonel ......... 29 
Waverly, MO ............... 36 
Wayne County, KY .......... 46 
Weatherford, Texas ...... 2,4 
Weaver, 

Myrtle, Mrs ............ 11 
Webb, 

Hi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 3 
Weir, 

Harriet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
Harriet L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
James Jackson, Rev ..... 26 
Lavena Harriet ......... 26 

Westport, 
Battle of .............. 38 

Wheeler, 
Joseph, Gen ............ 67 

Whetstone, 
A.T., Mrs . ............. 18 
Albert .............. 11,19 
C.H., Mrs . ............. 18 

Whiskey Trail ............. 50 
Whitcomb, 

Gladys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Whiteside, 

James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Jenkin ................. 50 
Jonathan ............... 50 
Robert ................. 50 

Wilkins, 
James A ................ 62 

Williams, 
John, death of ......... 46 
Malinda Graves ......... 58 

Williamson County, Texas .. 4, 
39,43,62 

Wilson, 
James Tennison ......... 59 
Tennison J ............. 44 

Winters, Texas ............ 11 
Wood, 

Jackson ................ 44 
Woodruff, 

Howard W. , Mrs. . . . . . . . . 40 
Wright, 

Clark, Col .......... 31,32 
, Col . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 

Lenora, Mrs ............ 64 
Ya~tis, 

Thomas C .... ; .......... 11 
Yearwood, 

Eunice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Fl~rence ............... 64 
Frank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43, 64 
J.F . ................... 64 
Robert F ............... 64 
Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Young, 
A. J. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Jane Colville .......... 56 
John Steele, Dr ........ 47 




