i DECEMBER 1981
i ! COFFEY COUSI NS CLEAR NGHOUSE
c/o L. N. COFFEY
L 38 N, Outer Drive
MARTINSVILLE, IN 46151
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Ry GRANDPAS AND GRANDMAS:  There wi Il be a night soon when the 1little'ns
i clinb onto your 1ap and ask for a story. This could be a good tine
:i to tell themof Christmas!s past, |ike the original one and the ones
I you enjoyed w th your grandparents, so they can retell it when they

are ol d,

T

QCCis a newsletter to collect and dissem nate i nfornati on about the
OCFFEE/ COFFEY famlies of North Anerica.
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DEAR COUSIN, At about this time |last year we were trying to formul ate i deas on sone
sort of famly wide letter to exchange COFFEE/COFrEYdata, WE plunged awkwardly but
hopefully in January with an intoductory issue. Encouraged by quick response from
several of you four nore followed. This Decenmber of '81 issue brings us to another
crossroad. Mst subscriptions have expired with this copy. So we"ll be |ooking for- -
ward to the mail each day to get your order for 1982, Our files have many letters Jes
telling how much you have enjoyed CCC and a few where cousins have discovered each
ot her. Sonme researchers have found answers which was the idea in the first place.
There is also one letter stating that we should raise the price and/or reduce the
i ssues to two per year, as another famly did. But the amount of material submt-
ted demands at |east four issues a year and even with 20 cent postage and nom nal
printing increases it can be done if there are enough Cousins. And still only $4,00
per year. WIl we see you in 1827

A Very Merry Christmas from Cousin Len

ASK AND YE SHALL RECEI VE

Wllard Heiss is a certified genealogist, a fellow of The National GCeneal ogi cal

Soci ety, Chairman of the geneal ogy section of the Indiana Historical Society, and
aut hor of "ANCESTORITIS" weekly in the I NDIANAPCOLI S NEWS. Hi s colum apeared first
in 1977 and has di scussed over 200 areas of intercst to researchers. M. Heiss has
given his perm ssion to print excerpts of his columms.

We told in Sept. about the Coffey famly story fromthe CHATTANOOGA TI MES of 1934.
TIMES V. P. Mchael CGolden says to feel free to print. "Just nention our nanme."

DEAD END ROADS

Cousin J. C. Coffey asks: Wi was the father of Jesse b. 1798 Wl kes Co. N.C.? When
did he die?

PEGGY SWENSEN i s another descendant of Merideth Coffey 1769-1838, by way of Janes
1803-c1880, Calvin 1839-C1907, and Joel 1885-1951. Peggy researches at the LDS | i -
brary and promises to share nmore of her data later. S
MR. &MRS, GUY SHARI TZ are researching his fanmily: CGuy's nother was Etta, dau. of 4
Pl easant Stock Coffee, and Loui za Marschell Potts. Etta b. and d, in Mcminn Co. TN
HELDA JORDAN PUGH, ED. D. requests help with Bashaba Coffee Jones who was parent of
Nancy 1802, Mary 1803, Jesse1805, John 1807, Sarah 1809, Andrew 1812, Lewi s Neal
1814, Elizabeth 1816, Mses 1810, Malinda 1818, WIliam 1820, Lucinda 1822, Bashaba
1824, Patsey 1825 and possibly Henry? (see "BRANCHES' for nore)

ALMA COFFEY HUGUENARD is | ooking for parents of John Coffey, b. 1797 KY? He m Re-
becca Toler(Tow er) in Wayne Co. Ky 1846 and they had Catherine, Caleb, Franklin,
Jane, Polly, Rebecca, (maybe John was from Russell Co. Ky. or VA)) '
WALKER COFFEY i s wondering about Dennie Elzada (fern) born after the civil war and
raised in Collin Co. Tex. She m _____? and her daughter me Orlia Jackson Moss in
Collin Co. What about MIlie (bffey(ge) me George Parks near Dalto Ga. George died
during the war and his 6 dau, were raised by grandparents; Elisha Coffey and Mary
Morris.

ELI ZABETH HECOX offers her solution to fanmily connections that have mystefied many

of us. See "BRANCHES" She is descended fromWIlis and Vellotta(Haynes) Coffey thru
their son Nebuzaraden(1831Ky-1901Colo) and Anna (Baxter) b. 1843 Mo. WIlis' grave
Y-+t Stewartsville, M). Qur cousin would like to |ocate a copy of "Descendants of
Serwihiel Coffey"™ by Bill and Pearl Dugan. Can a cousin help her?

LEN COFFEY would like information on the famly of the James Coffee in Surry Co. N. C.
1780-1789 and in Stokes Co. 1789-1820. Did he have a son, Lewis M or M Lew s b.
17982

MARY COFFEY GREI ST M D. recently treated another "Cousin" and |earned of CCC. Dr.
Greist is the dau. of George Michael(dec.) and grandaughter of Cyrus? Hunphry and
Narci ssa Coffey of Greensburg Ky. If you know nore of her famly wite to her at
1175 Princeton Place, Zionsville, Ind. 46077 A%)

oecC g/
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W apol ogi ze for errors in Sept. 1. Francis (offey lives in AZ (Arizona) not AR
(Arkansas). Ve should stick with the old abbreviations so cousins not living in ME,
MN, MS, MI, MA, MO, MI are not confused . 2, In the Cousins |ist, Bennie Loftins
anscestor shoul d have read: "Benjanmin 1747-1834" as she did in "BRANCHES'. 3. 3. Any

~. ¥ correspondence mssed during our nove. |f your letter was returned, try us one nore

tine at the new address(see cover). 4« Oiginal copies of the March »81 issue are
gone. Requests for these will be filled by a photcopy of the master. Only a few of
the other '81 issues are left. 5. In January of 81 we suggested the possibility of
formng a famly association. Thinking further it seens these groups are largely
to keep famlies in touch with relatives and events through a newsletter. W had
hoped to get sonme current news but it hasn't happened. Maybe we have our associ a-
ton already even if it is nostly geneal ogy and history. Wat's your opinion? To
register with a state would surely require a fee, bookkeeping and reports at sone
expense. R ght now our only expenses are postage and printing.

THAT' S A GOCD | DEA .

DCROTHY SHAMBLI N wondered if we have listed COCw th the "GENEALOd CAL HELPER' ?

No, we have not. Nor have we sent copies to the LDS Library or other excellent.
geneal ogi cal exchanges. It has been offered to sone State H storical Libraries
suggested by nenbers. In the beginning we were all challenged to be the m ssion-
aries for GOC. Feel free to speak for us and advi se everyone you can think of.

You have been doing a good job and our growh shows it. Thanks Dorothy for the idea.
This issue will go to a dozen new prospects given to us by MMRVIN GOFFEY of Ash-

l and O egon.

A PEEK I N THE MAI L BOX
Cousi n JOHN DONOVAN sends a section of "Frontier Times" April-May 1981. It includes
a hilarious tale by Walter Gann about his efforts as a novice hog farmer in Goncho
Co. Tx. of 1213. An interested observer of the experinment was nei ghbor, Fogg Coffey
who offered droll advise fromtime to tine but usually to late to help.
o= The MOCLUNG H STCR CAL CCLLECTI N of the Knoxville, Tenn Public Library requests
our mailings. Happy to oblige. W'll al so send copi es to Morristown-Hamblen Library
at Morristown Tenn. Qur offer of gratuitous copies should be conditioned: The
reci pient shoul be a central research facility for Coffee/ Coffey data; should re-
quest onit's letterhead stating the type of filin or disposition of the naterial.
MARCI A MORGAN advi ses us we can find sone Coffee/ Coffey infornation if we read
"The Life O Andrew Jackson" by Marques Jones pub. by Bobbs Merrill 1938.
JEFF RADCLI FFE checked Madi son Co. Ky records and found these marriages: James
Coffey-Cassey (ol lins May 1872 consent by Emly Collins for Cassy Vithers? al so
WIlliamA Coffey-Elizabeth HI| Feb. 1851. T.J.(P.J.?) Coffee-Elizabeth Jane
Bowen Sept. 1882, Abraham Coffey-S A Sharp 1884. J.E. Coffey-Lizzie Hatfield 1891.
John L. Coffey-Janice Long 1898. Park Coffey-LizzieChallis 1901. Gl bert Coffey-
Nettie Mil likin 1906. Thomas Coffey-Lizzie Fathergill 1908. Cher famly data is
i ncluded in the above references.

BETTY STEWART i s descended frome*James Coffey and E izabeth develand's son Reuben
1759-1842. Reubens daughter Hizabeth and Thomas Sumpter were parents of John 1811,
Thonas 1813, Polly 1815, Hizabeth 1817. John Sunpter and Nancy Jane Kirby had
Dora Ann who m WIliamHenry Stilfield. Their Rolla Col eman m Fl oy Loui se Huck-
aby and are Betty's parents.
I.V. ORAWCRD adds to our information on George Reuben Coffey 1893-1979(see Sept.)
He was the son of John Henry 1864-1904 and grandson of John D. and Mellissa G
(Harris). Ms. OGawford s nmother Mnnie Cate was the baby sister of John Henry.
J. H and Mary Jane Metts had 5 boys: WIliamHenry 1886-1961, John D. 1891-1904,
George R, Alex Bright 1904-1935, ?. 1. V. is nowresearching John Coffey
1773- Lancaster Dist. S.C, who m. Margaret Baskin. Their son David P. and Mary
Cogbi | 1 ? were nmarried when?

MWALKER J. QOFFEY hel ps on two itens in the Sept. issue: The 1850 Census of Lafayette

pec &/
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Co, Miss, where we reported Anbrose Coffey was really Andrew B. Coffey, \Walker, a
faithful GCousin fromthe start of OGOC, and Nadi ne Scal etty had corresponded prev-
iously but only discovered they are real—cousins thru Sept, CCC.

JON CQLAYTON OCFFEY listed in Sept. requests we just call himJ. C For his famly
see "BRANCHES' page $.5~

Rermenber DCROTHY SHAMBLIN? She tells us the 1786/7. Census of N C lists this data:
COFFEE/OOFFEY'S in WI kes were Benjam n, John, Thonmas, Reuben, Hizabeth, Jane,

Joel, Isaiah. In Surry we find Jarmes and in Hyde are Wlliam and WIIiam Cohoun.
VWELOOMVE QUR NEW QOUSI NS ,

VELDA B. QOCOFFEE 1603 Madi son Ave. Amarillo TX 79102 from Joel 1730-1789
CARL E. QOFFEY 609 N Church Leon |owa 50144 Newt on Eli 1823-1890
M. & Mrs, RAYMO\D OOFFEY Garden Qove lowa 50103 "

DR HUBERT S. QOFFEY 2715 Shasta Rd. Berkely CA 94700 Lewi s Me1798-1844
MARO A OCOFFEY MORGAN 5113Munro Rd. Camillus NY 13031 n

LESLI E RANDELS G LLUND 12754 Radi sson Rd. N. E. Blaine MN 55434 Research/Arch Spec.
ELI ZABETH ROGERS HECOX 2312 Revere Lane (olo Sprgs, GO 80907 WIlis and Velotta

ALENA HUGUENARD 1005 N Fairmont Morristown TN 37814 John 1797~

NELDA JORDAN PUGH, ED. D. 1308 S. 58 St. Birmngham AL 35222 Bashaba Cof fee Jones
QJY & GLADYS SHAR TZ Rt . 2 Box 351 Engl ewood TN. 37329 P easant Stock Cof fey
MRS. DQUALAS SMTH P.Q Box 517 St. Francisville, LA 70755 WIllis and Velotta
PEGGY OOFFEY SWENSEN 1381 Butler Ave. Salt Lake Gty UT 84102 Merideth 1769-1838
BETTY L. STEWART P. Q Box 5247 Reno Nev. 89513 Reuben 1759-1842
"ANCESTORITIS" (by WIlard Heiss)

__veritable treasure trove is the Arerican State Papers.” In 1831 Congress aut hor -
ized Gales and Seaton to print copi es of selected docunents. The series starts

with 1789 and ending in 1823-1838. There are 38 volunes in the work covering 10
classes of records. But it is "Land Gants and dains" 1789-1837 that w || nost
i nterest geneal ogists. An every nane i ndex was conpiled and published in 1972 by

Phillip W MMIlin. These clains are private clains as opposed to public clains
and are the key to thousands of names based on British, French, and Spanish G ants
in Al abarma, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, |owa, Louisiana, M chi-

gan, Mnnesota, M ssissippi, Mssouri, and Wsconsin. (Article of Aug. 15,1981)

In California a record of primary inportance for the famly historian is the "G eat
Register". The registery act was approved in 1866. The county clerk was required
to provide suitable books in which were to be recorded the nanmes of all qualified
voters. Changes inthe awwere made in later years that required various records
including in 1895 the requirenent that registrants nust list full name, occupation,
age, height, conplexion, color of eyes, hair, place of residence, naturalization,
and other data. An exanple fromButte Co. reads: Thomas Wbster, age 44, born
Engl and, bl acksmth, residence in Chico, '24 Oct. 1872. Transferred from Col usa Co,
Father naturalized .1841 AQinton Co. N Y. 21 June 1875 renoved to Yuba Co.

Article of Sept. 5 1981

Nurrer ous newspaper "Query" colums appear inthe U S. Anita Cheek MIner has

conpi led a listing of these as "Newspaper CGeneal ogical Colum Directory" avail -

abl e fromHeritage Books, 3602 Maureen, Suite 123 Bowi e MD 20715. Cost $8. 00.
Article of June 6, 1981

O will advise cousins if M. Heiss has covered an area of interest to you by
| ooking at this extensive |ist of subject natter. Send SASE.

"Indiana Ancestors"is a widely distributed Query colum for those with an |Indi ana
connection. Limt requsts to 35 words plus dates. Send correspondence to above
at The Indianapolis Star, P.Q Box 145 Indianapolis, Ind. 46206.

DONT FORGET TO RENEWFOR «82 1t11!

DEc &/




5.
LEAVES FROM THE FAM LY TREE by Penel ope Johnson Al l en: Chattanooga Tinmes 15 Apr 1934

The Coffey famly which is widely scattered through the southeastern states,
traces its ancestory to John Coffey, who enigrated fromlreland to Virginia in
1637, and the ancient Irish famly fromwhich John Coffey cane is said to be
descended fromM | esius, king of Spain, through the |ine of Heremon, his 8th son.
The founder of the famly was Eroa, son of Olioel Mdlt, king of Ireland in A D. 463.
The anci ent name was Cathmhoghas and signifies, "leader in battle".

Anot her clan of the nane Coffee, sometines calling thensel ves, Cowhig, is
descended from Ith, uncle of Mlesius, and was formerly settled in the territories
at present known as Barriroe, east and west, in the County of Cork, where the
former splendor of castles,ruins today still attest.

John Coffey of EHizabeth Aty county, the early Virginia imgrant, was the
ancestor of Edward Coffey, who died in Essex County in 1716, |eaving i ssue: John
Coffey who lived for a while in Essex county and then renoved to Spotsyl vani a
countywhere he lived until 1747, when he settled in A bemarle county. John Coffey
married Jane Graves, and his will which was made March 31, 1774, and proven at the
March termof the court of Al bemarle county, mentions.his wife, Jean, and children
Janes, Thomas, WIIliam John, Ednond, Rubin, Benjamn, Wnifred Moran and Betty
Fields. Wtnesses included Charles Patrick and Al exander Craig. Benjanin and
Thomas Coffey qualified as executors.

James Coffey the ol dest son of John, was born in the year of 1729, nmarried
about the year 1750, in Oange county, Virginia, Eizabeth Qeveland, the daughter
of Al exander develand. On August 30th, 1750, Janes Coffey entered | and (115 acres)
in North Garden, A benarle county adjoi ning John Cof fey

On Dec. 13th 1764, Janes Cof f eybought from Thomas Jefferson, Gent. of Al be-
marl e county, Colony of Virginia, 300 acres in Anherst county, near Tye river,
for a consideration of 300 pounds. Wtnesses, John Harvey, Samuel Wods, WIIliam
Coffey, and James den. (To be continued in GO
BRANCHES
Famly Chart by J. C Goffey of Dallas Tex.

Jesse (offey b. Wlkes Co. NNC. 1798 m 1821 Wnford Grunpton. Their children were:
Larkin, Louis E, Wlliam Eli, Vann, John Gordon.

John CGordon Coffey b. GA 1840 d. 1920 m, Mary Monroe Pettit. Their children were:
James El bert, Mary Ellen, Martha Emiline, MI|ie Angeline, Amanda Jane, Fannie
Permelia, Raynond Luci ous, WIIieHE eanor, John Pettit, Thomas Masterson, Savannah
CGeorgia, Martin Dewitt, Effie Susannah, Dllie Pearl.

Martin Dewitt Coffey b. GA 1881 d. AL 1934 m. Mary Laconia Hamilton. Their children:
d arence Jackson, Edna, difton Thomas, John O ayton, E bert Carl, Corilla Norean,
Raynond Paul , Martin Dewitt Jr., GCecil Markus. John Qayton b. Ala 1911, m

Mary Hizabeth Cornelius 1934. Their children: dayton Douglas and David Ant honey.

Bashaba Coffee b. 1773 probably what is now Cconee County, S.C narried WIIiam
Jones in 1800. Both are buried at Bethel Baptist Church, Tiger(Rabun County) Ga.
According to Andrew Jackson R tchie, "Sketches of Rabun County H story" 1959,
Bashaba was the sister of Joel, Odeveland, Hijah, Eisha, John, and General
Edward Cof fee. However | cannot verify this: Nelda Jordan Pugh.

bEC. &/
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BRANCHES OF THE TREE P.6
Rev. Newton Hi Coffey 2 May 1823-13 Jan 1890; m. 1843 Martha LouiseVermillion 4 May 1827-27 Mar 1904

! L | [ ! I !
Polly Benjamin Coe William1848-1891 Birch  NJ(Jackson) T Kezziah O eve-lrand L
m, Matthew Nancy Jane Robert E. -
d. young me Luqy Barbre Maleena Barbre Lou SlaterXanthies John Wllians Sally John _ Hattie Rhine
Annie Barbre 1855-1920 died in inf. Cof f ey Bal I'i nger
T { &
| | — l T | . —
Qess C Newit on 1875- 1969 Effy Clyde ylfian Benjamin T. Et hel Loren Otto(Dick)
e _ n. 1896 Elmer me lella Me m. m
Ethel Smth A(.jelia G Robi nson d. young Carrie Nellie Allred Clede Mari e Q eenl ee
. - - McAble Mary MKart Pol | and
CGertie" 1878-1973
Carl' Edvard WI I y Leo' Newt on Opal'lLeota Mldred Valentine Carol' Collette Vel ma Leona
m 1920/1952 m m Me Ben m
Mary Hoffman Lucille Patterson Frank Johnson
Aice Vst Bl sie Wl ker F. E. D ckert
= i I
Erma Hlen Raynond Donal d Dorothy Irene

_ (submtted by Illa D. Coffey)
me E E Qare m Vinala A Alen me Floyd A Snith i

Carl Edward 1897- s

' { - T -
Kennet h D’ugene 1923-1942 Darrell d. 1924- Betty Imogene 1926-1940 R chard Newton 1929-
Te IiLla Dor sey me Mary Jean Mackey

S P R Prommeeeti EEER ¢ { 1 )
Carta Jga¥ 1949 Lucinda Sue 1950 Diana D. 1952 Matthew D. 1954 Melissa Lou 1956

} | f ’
Law ence Lee 1952 Marcia Anne 1955 Joyce Lynne 1958 Vivian Louise 1966

Chesley Coffey m Jane develand Their children were: Joel me Martha Step; Salathiel m Hizabeth ?;

Chesley Jr. m Margaret Bal dwin; Nebuzaraden m Elizabeth Hayes; Nathan me Mary Saunders; Eizabeth m Rutherford
Qoffey: Newton m. Sarah Merideth; Hi m Mary(Polly) Coffey.

The children of Nat han were Rut herford, Mary(l’olly), Absol em Joel, Hizabeth, Gace, WIIliamSaunders, Nancy, and
Catherine. The children of Hi were: Mariah me Eijah Coffey; WIlis me Velotta Haynes; Hizabeth me Jacob Wl -
ford; Nancy m, Fielding Coffey; Salathiel ms Nancy Dunbar, Mary Ann Boller; Sirena m Darias Canpbel |, Nathaniel m,
Mary Carter; Stanton me. Mary Saufley; WIIliamm, Martha Johnson; Mary Ann me Joseph Hayes; Reuben. The children of
Bi and Mary were born 1802-1830. Some other dates omtted by CCC

Submtted by: Hizabeth Rogers Hecox who cautiongthat
much is yet to be proved
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