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the frontiers of young Anerica it was comon for men to be proud of their
ical strength and” seek avenues to prove it. The Coffee/y men were anong
e. Ve have heard stories concerning those who had established a reputation as
"Bull of the Woods" to challenge "a newcomer who might be a threat to the
Peter Coffey was a strong man. One from an adjoining county |earned of
eputation and decided to challenge Peter, He went over to Nelson County,
oduced hinself to Peter, but did not reveal the purpose of his visit. Pet ef,
ing the good host,. t:ﬁped his whi skey barrell and poured the guest a glass.
he hoisted the barre and drank himself. At this point the ‘guest revealed
purpose of his visit and said, ®I don't think I'm a match for you. Thanks for
drink_—_goodbye".
Submtted by Fred J. Coffey, the greatgrandson of Peter(1837-189?)
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No man is an lland, intire of it selfe; everg man is a peece of the
Continent, a part of the maine; if a Clod bee washed away by the
Sea, E'uro?e is the lesse, as well as if a Promontorie Wwere,
as well as if a Mannor of thy friends or of thine own
were; any mans death di mi nishes me, because |
am involved in Mankinde; And therefore
never send to know for whom the bell
tolls; It tolls for thee.

John Donne 1571?7-1431
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Dear Cousi n,

The quote by John Donne (DUN) recently came to ny attention. It seens to explain,
in a way, feelings that were difficult to verbalise before. Perhaps it reveals
our need to know about those who have gone before us. Donne was an English poet

and clergyman. M reference source says he preached sone of the finest” Sernpns in
the English |anguage. Oiginally a tholic, he drifted from that church. Ki ng
Janes [, then advised him to beconme a priest I1n the Church of England. In 1621 he
became the Dean of St. Pauls in London. Hi s poetry was unknown durln% his life
tine except for handwitten copies exchanged anong his friends. T. S. Eliot used
Donne's poens as nodels for his ow after 1910. The selection on our cover is
from "Devotions", from which, Ernest Hem ngway used a portion for the title of a
novel in 1940.

The holidays approach. They are a tine of joy and cel ebration. They can al so be
a tine of serious reflection on the true valuées. W renmenber fondly those cousins
we have met and visualize just as fondly those we have not. May we w sh you all
happi ness and peace this com ng season. ~Until we neet (again)

NETTIE COFFEY PARRETTE M D.

SPECI AL REPORT

Dr. Nettie and her husband, Dr. Dick, have given over forty years of their Iives
serving the nedical needs of the nmountain folk of G aham un'gl_}r/],_ North Caroli na.
Mbst of this tinme they were the only doctors in the county. eir dedication to
their profession was so intense that they were available to the people twenty four
hours a day and seven days a week, alnost all the forty years except for Dr.
Dick's four years of service in WWII. Dr. Nettie carried on their practice while
he was away. For this contribution to the war effort, she has received a National
award from MADEMOISELLE nmgazi ne. The people of Gaham County have shown their
love for Dr$__Nettte and Dick in rran% ways; An Appreciation Day when hundreds came
to Robbinsville to participate in the Cerem_)réy; hey have named a birthing clinic
for Dr. Nettie and dedicated a new highway bridge to them

Dr. Nettie is the daughter of James Al exander Coffey, Jr. and Mary Elizabeth
Petty. She was born Jan. 11, 1911 in Lafayette County, M ssissippi.. She
r%raduated from Oxford Hgh School in 1928, took pre-med "at the University of
ississippi and the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. graduating from the
latter”s school of medicine during the great depression in 1934. She interned at
Fort Sanders Hospital in Knoxville.

While serving the people of Gaham County, Dr. Nettie and Dr. Dick were
responsible for the nedical needs of about 500 Cherokee Indians for forty five

ears. They saw the Indians integrate with the whites, begin to graduate from
i ?h schools, beconme active in athletics, sonme going to training schools and
col | ege. The Cherokees canme from low poverty, wth a prevalence for TB and
di abetes, to a tine of good health and good housing, taking part in school and
comunity affairs. Their love, trust, and respect for Dr. Nettie and Dr. Dick
are nost  unusual
Dr. Nettie has forgotten nore about childbirth than nmost doctors will ever know.

She has delivered nore than three thousand babies (nore than three hundred are
named for her), many in one room unsanitary, stinking cabins in the back woods of
the Smoky Mountains, in all kinds of weather and the worst conditions inmaginable.
Dr. Nettie had conme out of poverty (by today's standards) graduated_ from nedi cal
school, first in her class. She turned aside the opportunity for wealth in a city
practice, went into the back country that had no doctors, and dedicated her life
along with Dr. Dick, to easing the pain and suffering of poor poverty stricken
mountain folk, who paid what they could, but got treatnment and drugs free if they

could not. To her patients she i1s the angel of mercy. To me she 1s the greatest
prof essional woman of this century. Sonmeday history will record the merciful and
conpassionate deeds of this servant of hunmanity who wanted to “do good" in the

world rather than nmake nobney for herself.

Several years ago Dr. Dick was disabled by rheumatoid arthritis and Dr. Nettie is
now alnmost an invalid from several back surgeries to relieve pain. The[}l/ are now
retired and live at their home of fifty "years in Robbinsville. Their only
surviving son, David, a veteran of the U'S. "Airforce lives nearby with his wife,
Pam and their three sons.

**** Submitted by WALKER COFFEY at CCC request. ****

Dd you notice? There is an additional line on page one wunder our issue
identification and printing data. W received a thank you from the Library of
Congress for sending the conplete set of OCC and the assignment of our |SSN code
nunber . If you receive TIME, NEWSWEEK, or other mmjor periodical you can see

their ISSN on the nmast head.

~



CCC DECEMBER 1984 PAGE 3
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(Continued from Page 3)

Sabat hi al and Pol | K/hBI air, dau?ht er of Al exander Blair, 10/25/1808; Sidner, son of
Jane ,?offey, and Marguanna Keltner,daughter of Mchael Keltner, 1/20/1831; Celia
or Silah to Martin Smith, attest Archiles A Strange, 7/15/1810; G acey, daught er
of Chesley, to Andrew Turnbow, 12/12/1802; Patty, daughter "of Cleveland; to
Gabriel Hays, Jr. 12/26/1813; Nancy, daughter of thaniel, to Richard Lockett,
attest WIlis and Eli Coffey, 2/15/1823;" Elizabeth daughter of Marget Coffee

widow to Henry Cook, attest’ John Coffee, 7/16/1804; | i zabeth, daughter of
Eli zabeth Coffee to WIIliam Perkins, 9/6/1806; Elizabeth, stepdaughter of Elijah
Stilwell. to WIIliam Pike, 9/23/1816; G acey. daughter of Nathan to John Harl ow,
10/ 29/ 1809; Harriett, daughter of Jane Coffey to Robert Hopkins, 10/6/1830 or
1831; Levina, daughter of Joel to Simeon F. nbs, attest Nebrizaradan and Hayes

Coffey, 7/22/1823; Polly, daughter of Marget Coffey wi dow to John Cook, 12/3/1803:
Mary C. to James Sinpson 12/22/1840; Sanuel, son of John Coffee, and Elizabeth
Spurling, 9/14/1840.

Court” Orders

Surveyor, Peter Dunlop appointed for area _includi nP G ens Fork, Crocus 6 Creek,
Cabbin Creek, Russells Creek, and Sul phur Fork including Chesley Coffey, 7 Mar
1803. John Coffee and Chesl e% Coffee in various survey parties 1803 'to 1805.
Martin Coffey made proof for 18 acres on Roaring Lilly, 4 Mar 1805. Nat han
Coffey security for Abraham Parker, 6 My 1805. John ffey made proof for 99
acres and 2 rodd on Geasy Creek, 1 Jul 1805. Mdtion of Cohed Geen, ordered that
John Stapp, John Wol ford, and Janes Coffee in conjunction with the infant heirs
of Gholson Stapp, decd. convey 200 acres to said Green per recelft of 7 Nov 1799.
Same for 150 acres to John Cook per receipt of 27 Dec. 1800, Nov 1805. Joel
Coffee 400 acres, Jno Coffee 104 1/, acres on G easy Creek. Nathaniel Coffee
apptd. constable, 3 Feb 1806. Reat herford Coffee aPPtd admi ni strator of Elizabeth
Coffee estate. bond 100 Ib. with Nathan and Joel Coffee, 5 Cct. 1807. John Calfee
mentioned, 1842. Doak to pa&El Absolom Ooffeg and Nathan Coffey, each 2 attce.
agai nst Hickenbottom, 1809. vid Bishop to be surveyor of a road between den's
Fork and Ceorge Turnbow s _in the room of Chesley Coffey, 18009. Cl evel and Coffey
be Captain of the patrollers with assistants. confined to the bounds of Captain
Cams and captain Stapﬁs Malitia Conpanies and that they ride and patrol, to wt,
Negro Quarters and other =suspected place of the Resort of Negroes at |least 12
hours in each month for 12 nonths, 3 July 1809. On notion of Joel Coffey a
subpeona is issued against David Wal ker to cause him to appear. here as a w tness
to prove the will of WIliam Allen decd., 2 Cct 1809. The will of WIlliam Allen
was proved by the oaths of Joel Coffey and David \Wal ker witness thereto, and sworn
to by John  Stapp Jr. and GCeorge Ballow the executors therein naned. Said
executors executed bond with Robert Stapp, Reatherford Coffey, and Gabriel HII
their sureties, 6 Nov 1809. Absolom Coffey paid 2.25 for guarding two felons for
3 days. 6 Nov 1809. Joseph McMillin appointed constable and executed bond with
Ret herford Coffee and Larkin Brown his sureties, 1 Jan 1810. John Beard renewed
his bond as constable with Nathan Coffee and Hugh Beard his sureties, 1 Jan 1810.
bed Gree, Berrinam Holt, and John Coffey do view best way for a road from
Tacketts Ferry on - Cunberland River to “intersect old road from thence to
Cunberl and, (undated but follows previous order). Sanmuel E. Stapp be appointed
surveyor of the road from the crossroads near John Stapps to the crossroads
bet ween Benjanmin MFarlands and Wlliam Mllers in the room of Berryman Holt and
all the lands in the bounds beginning at Jesse Woldridge thence to include John
Coffey, Janes Coffey, and Sanuel astap thence to include WIliam Lair and

Clevel and Coffey thence down the dry fork of Geasy Ceek to the beginning, 5 Feb

18190. John Coffey appointed conmissioner for the purpose of taking a list of
taxabl e property, {1811?). Nebuzaraden Coffey appears to answer the conplaint of
D cey Be New, single woman, against him for being the father of her bastard child.
The "council of said Coffey noved the court to order a jury to be inpaneled.
Motion overrul ed. Said defendant noved the prosecution be guashed because the
sane was not commenced within 12 nonths from the birth of the child. Mot i on

overrul ed. Court finds Nebuzaradan Coffey the father of such bastard child and
that he pay for the support thereof. George Bellew be appointed quardian to the
said child, 4 Nov 1811.  George Bellow ack. a receipt to Nebuzeridan Coffey for
full satisfaction of a judgenent obtained by Dicy Bellew against said Coffey for
$150.00 for the support ‘ana mai ntenance of her bastard child, 6 Apr 1812. wt on
Coffey to be surveyor of a road from Colunmbia to Pulaski Cty. 1 Feb 1813.
Nebuzaridan Coffey appointed surveyor of the road |eading to Wayne courthouse or
so much thereof that Ylies between Adam Rexrotes place and the crossroad near John
Stapps in Adair Gty (county? ), 3 May 1813. Joseph McMullen and Nathan Coffey be
reconmended as fit persons the one to fill the vacancy in the office of " the
Justice of the Peace, 5 July 1813. John \Waggener be appointed surveyor of of the
road from this place to Canpbells ferry ,on Cunberland R ver as lies from Zon
nmeeting house to Second Branch above Andrew Kel soe's be surveyor from thence to
the nearest corner of Jacob MIllers fence and that Daniel Merideth be surveyor
from thence to Cumberland county line and that each overseers hands be assertained
by a straight line drawn parrallel on each side of sd. road at the several ’P| aces
to which their Prescincts extent so as to include the follow ng hands( | ands?) and
all in the bounds towit, James Coffey, Nathan Coffey in a direction to the 'w dow
Antles to the county line on one side etc., 5 Aug 1813.

(Continued on page 5)
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COFFE E/Y CONVENTI ON—NASHVILLE ' 85
DATE:  MAY 3,4,5 1985

PLACE: HICKORY HOLLOW INN (BEST WESTERN HOTEL)

1-24 AND BELL ROAD (EXIT 59)
P.O. BOX 110693, NASHVILLE TN 37211
PH: 800-824-3518 (IN TENNESSEE 800-227-5256)

CONVENTION CHAIRMAN: JAMES V. COFFEY
471 N. DRIVE - WYANDOTTE MI 48192
PH: 313-284-0353

THE DETAILS: There are 55 rooms reserved for occupancy on May 3 and
4, 1985. Daily Rates are $31.03 single, %44.30 double, $4%9.84
triple, and $55.38 for four. The buffet luncheon for Saturday noon
is $7.25 per person. Reservations to be confirmed by our deposit by
April 1. We also hope to arrange for a unique souvenir (plaque or
pin for under $10.00) as a memento for each attendee.

THE PROCEDURE: Send $75.00 to L. N. COFFEY-COFFEY CONVENTION by March
15, 1985. Designate number of persons_&£ . number of 1uncheons 2.
number of mementos . If you wish notification of receipt of your
deposit include SASE to L.N. COFFEY, 38 N. OUTER DRIVE, MARTINSVILLE,
IN 46151. PH: 317-342-2489. For cancellation or new reservations
after March 27, contact the HICKORY HOLLOW INN. We will be looking
for you in Nashville Dbefore 6:00 PM May 3. 1985. We also hope you
will be full of ideas about convention plans and"'radershlp for 1986.
Should there be a COFFE E/Y FAMILY ASSOCIATION? It is up to you.

COFFEY COUSINS CLEARINGHOUSE has become all that we hoped for when
the idea was taking shape in 1980. It continues to exist because of
your interest and participation. Now is the time to start a new year
of life for CCC. If you have not already done so——.

>S>S>S>>5>> RENEW NOW FOR 1985 <KL

WHCOVE OR NBW COUSINS AND THEIR ANCESTORS
SUZANNE RIPPETOE WIDELL 123t1-C Glendale Dr. Topeka KS 66604 Willis
SHIRLEY A. HUCKABY 2018 East Rancho Phoenix AZ 85016 Chesley
REBECCA J. WALKER P.O. BOX 607 Cathlemet WA 98612 Asbury” M.
CDT. A CUFFEZ Basis Koksijde R. Vandammestraat 100

8460 Koksijde. Beljie{(Belgium) Edward(?-1716)
WANDA JEAN MILLER 7018 Fairdale Ave. Dallas TX 75227
FRED J. COFFEY_407 Eavers Circle Stuarts Draft VA 24477
JMMY D. FARVER 446 prln? Dr. Greenwood IN 46142
BRADLEY MARTIN COHEY 3 Regatta Painte Ct. Midlothian VA 23133 Lewis M.
Brad is a nephew of Len Coffey and a junior at Virginia Tech in BlacksburgyVA

NEW_ADDRESS

JAVES V. COFEY 471 N. Drive Wyandotte M1 48192
DONALD R. SIMPSON 2321 Nixon St. Caldwell, ID 83605
IAN M. STRANGE 131 Bede Way Antioch CA 94509
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THE MAI LBOX ( CONT)

MARY (MRS, J. C ) COFFEY reported on the reunion held in Al abama in Sept. It was
a great success with around 100 of the famly attendi n%.é It used nobdern nethods
and equi pment to revive old time feelings and val ues. can't print her formula
here but she might give us tips for other famlies. In a later report we heard
that Mary and her car were damaged in a collision. The car was lost but Mary was
sewn up and is good as new.

Very concerned at reports in our nmedia of the tornado and great damage at Garl and
TX, we were relieved to find it missed BENNIE LOFTIN, but barely. Benni e found

that DAR records also had data about the Reuben Coffeys confused. Reuben
(1759-1842) served in the revol ution. Hi s uncle Reuben (1744-1813) was a patriot
$rjdd_furn|shed supplies for the effort. Bennie wll keep us posted on the
indings.

KENNETH R COFFEE supplies exerpts of an Andrew Jackson biography that gives some
hints about the character of Gen. John Coffee: “big, even keel ed,” sl ow spoken man,
a natural sedative to Jackson's temper." Jackson wote: "...take Coffee as your
ui de, receive his adnonitions. live within your means, never be in debt, and
ecome no man's surety". Also by Jackson " as a husband, parent and friend he
was affectionate. tender and Sincere. He was a brave, pronmpt and skillful
general, a disinterested and sagaci ous patriot, an unpretending, just and honest
man". Ken also enclosed info from biographical sketches on these Texans. 1. Henry
C. Coffee b. Lavaca Co. 1869, son of Hansel Coffee and Georgiana (Reynolds),
grandson of Logan Coffee who noved to Texas in 1842, H C. has been a ranch hand,
wealthy oil man, and theatre owner anong other successful businesses. Has five
brothers near Amarillo and 9 children by three wi ves. 2. Thomas J. Coffee b.
1858, son of John James Coffee and Nancy (Lamberson) of Snmith Co. TN, a grandson
of Joshua David Coffee, early settler of TN but later going to CA John Janes,

farmer and stockman died in 1927 at age 94. Thomas J. has been farmer, cowboy,
busi nessman_and banker and has nine children. 3. Andrew R Coffy, son of Benjanin
Coffy of Illinois and Mary (Hartly) of M ssouri. Born in Oklahoma, he cane to

Texas in 1925 working as deol ogist, then @il |ease broker. Married Edna Arnett in
1919 has two children. 4, Norman Coffee, attorney at Weeler TX, son of attorney

Hall of
Kansas. 5. Wodson Coffee b. 1862, son of Mansel and Georgia F. Coffee. Left hone
at 20 owning a horse and saddle, was a cowboy for 20 vyears. Married Ollie

Stribling in 1901 and turned to stockraising and banking. Has 7 children.

ROBERT H and BETTY COFFEY are grandparents again since the arrival of Steven
Ronald Littleton on 27 July checking in at 10Ib 108oz and 22 inches. They are
excited about two other things also: 1. The Nashville convention and 2. The "Grand
Reuni on of Coffeys" in Ireland, My 19 to 29. Betty would like to interest
anot her woman cousin to acconpany her as Bob won't be going. Betty will
receive their GCeneal ogi cal Research Report prepared at Dublin Castle.

CCC received a copy of a letter listing the famly of a Jesse C Coffey b. 1833
and wife Nancy F. Allen b. 1840. As the witer of the letter did not contact us
directly we feel it would be inproper to print it. W wll release it to some
cousin who clainms a relationship to these people.

Ms. Loni GCardner wites from 223 South 400 East in Bountiful Wah 84010. She
requests information about the date and place of death of John Nelson Coffey and
Laura A. Henley and the location of any children who may be living. They_lived in
Boone, NC at one tine. Children were Henry Edward d. 1960, GCeorge F., Essie
Loaney (Ms. Carroll Herman) d. 1972, Delia (Ms. Jake Dellinger), Stella (Ms.
G over [ters), Cara D., Bertha (Ms. Charles Cook), Bernice (Ms. Charles
Watson), MIton d. before 1936.

WE SEE IN THE PAPERS (AND ELSEWHERE)
The American revelt against British Rule began in 1776, right? Wong. Try 100

ears earlier. Wen Virginia Governor WIlliam Berkeley tfailed to act to repél an
ndian invasion in 1676. the people chose Nathaniel Bacon to tead a force against
the Indians. Bacon did defeat them then urged the governor to make refornms in
colonial policies. Bacon began to fear plots on his life and led his troop

agai nst Janmestown, burning it and forcing Berkeley to flee. He held control for a
short time wuntil his death in 1676 brought the end to BACON S REBELLI ON. Ref :
Worl d Book Encycl opedia (Nathaniel Bacon)

In a popular comc strip the man was telling his w fe about his pioneer ancestor
who went from Texas to Bhio in a covered wagon, requiring five years. The reason
it took so long? He was going against the traffic.

CCC Note: This issue is late due to unforeseen famly affairs in Nov. and Dec.
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"Aunt Mary Coffe ssed away on Oct. 11, 1930 at the_ ho of her sister Ms.
Rachel V\g ker |h eaver on ¥P Se was M ss N%arg Clevre?and Ooffeay born_ In
Tennessee to Col| bury M and Mary gBra ford) Coffey on Jan. 19, 1837. gf a
famly of chrldren on)ﬁEer S| St and a ‘brother; HenrY B. Portland OR
survr e. (from 1930 obit L KER' S ggrandmother Rache p?ised on _In, 1933.
was b in Petis in 1848 and m. ert Their  son
%hr bald A was the father of Robert Hales Walker who vvas Rebeccas father.
ecca Jane Wl ker m. Dale C. Valker in 1969.

FRED J. COFFEY a new cousin has been told that Edward Coffey and Ann Powel | were

born in Ireland and were arrong early settlers at Jamestown VA, Also that Janes and
El | zabeth (O evel and) egla had a son Ed nd who was the father of Reuben

ter rah e

er

y “ne
arkson Fitzgerald 782 na

Coff ey. euben s dau .o marri d Wliliam W Coffey, parents unknown.
W1l iam an r vvere arents of  Pet who m. Nancy Erzabeth Fitzgerald 1n
1874. T eY a son Chester Berry Coffey in 1898 He |s Fred's grandfather and
IS stil ivin Chest er Berr m. Ruby’ Fitzgerald in 1921 st of Ruby's
ancestor are Frtzgeralds or

Jlohn d

and- 18?6?) m. 1807 Nancy Carr (1785-before

850) . Wodson R. Fitzgerald ( 1886) m. 1830 Franci ‘Fanny"_ Coffey.
Phi | ander Hersey Fitzgeral d 1844-19 ’7Wm. 1865 Amanda Jane Coff ey. Ruth Jane
Fitzgerald (1867-19_7?)" m. 86 James” Wl ker Fitzgerald (1866-19 ?). Ruby Monige
Fitzgeral d (1896-1975) m. 1921 Chester Berry Ooffe¥ (1899-_ ), ~
JameS Wl ker Fitzgerald was the son of James M Fi z?erald and Ardeni g Coffey
Francis "Fanny" ffey was the daughter of Margaret Coffey and (E der B.
Nancy Gar the daughter of John Carr

nc rr was the daughter of John
For ¥he nmost part thesé Coffeys have Irved in Anherst and Nel son Cos. VA.
Fred reports 'the existence of Coffey Town in Nelson County and supplied a photo
wth the town sign in the foreground-to prove it.

Ve were sure that by now someone would have identified the Jim and P%ter Coffee
and M randy Adams nentioned on the cover of the March "84 CCC.  But ave had no
mention of their identities. W would Irketo know

Now that you have finished the final | ssue 1984, vrh%/ t] renew your order
for 19857 (O at |east strck a note n the re %erator o at you can do It
first th| In the rrornrntg 4.00 for I It crosses an
ocean I S _now sent ee to h| storrcal l1bra r es of .S , KY(2) TN(3), Wi,
NC, The CCC tformula is ope free thPheaor each 10 pai d menbers. 'Candi dat'es for

free copies should apply on their [let

CCC NOTE: In our four Years of exr stence, and the hundreds of orders and issues
sent on the "honor sSyste there has .not been one failure to pay, or one "bad
check". We're proud to be associated with YOU.



