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Dear Cousin,

Ve regret to Inform you of the recent death of
our beloved editor and cousin Len Coffey. He
wlill be mssed by everyone who knew him. Ve

wish to express our slncerest synpathy to his

wife Donna and famlly. Hlis |eadership and
guidence will be Irreplaceable. W have been asked by Donna to
continue the newsletter as It 18 one of the threads that binds Coffey
Cousi ns together. Len had Indicated before he passed away that he
w shed it to continue. Please be patient with us as this is our first
attenpt at publishing anything and we have nuch to learn. W will be
getting the files later. It wlll be Impossible to fi11 Len's shoes as
he was so capabl e. W only hope to be half as conmpetent as he was.
Ve W 11 follow the style and outllne he has set up and hope you will
continue sending Information as you have done In the past. Anyt hi ng
you can offer to help us get started will be GREATLY appreci ated.

W are sending this lssue to al 1 who are on last years malllng llst,
W have Len's record of those who's dues were paid prior to his
entering the hospital. All others were returned. 5‘; _

LAST CALL FOR CONVENTI ON - WE NEED YOU NOW

THE MAI LBOX

Robert Coffey, Ponmobna, CA sent a copy of the Geen Cenetery record.
It 1s in Section 27, Range 19 West, Township 38 North, on a hlgh bl uff
over|l ooki ng the N angua River. I nscriptions were copied by Rose Geen
Maness on 20 Sept. 1967.

COFFEY, - WilllamlL., son of J. D. & S. E.. born 9 Feb. 1861-
dled 19 Jan. 1874
Geo. B., son of A J. & L. J., born 6 Feb. 1892-dled
3 Mar. 1893
Allce, wife of L. J., born 5 Jan 1868-died 28 Feb. 1944
Louis J., born 8 et . 1860-dled 15 Dec. 1947
Lillle Fay, 12 Cct. 1912

Robert lists In the margins that J. D. 1s Joshua D. Coffey, S. E Is
Salina E Storie Coffey, A J. is Alice J. Coffey and L. J. is Louis
J. Coffey. VW would 1ike to print the Harnony M ssionary Bapti st
Church record Robert submtted if he will share the source. It's
quite interesting.



Tuesday, Jan. 31, 1989
Indlanapolls Star and News

LEONARD M COFFEY
MARTI NSVl LLE, Ind. — Services for
Leonard N Coffey, 58, wiil be at
2 p.m \Wdnesday |In Neal & Sunmmers
Mrtuary with calling until 9 p.m
tonight. Coffey, a Korean War Navy
veteran, dled Sunday. A nachi ne
operator, he worked for Hopkins 8.
Wods Co. at Martinsville. He was
founder of Martinsville High School
Alumi COganization and editor of
its publicatlon, The Tattler.
Menorial contributions nmay be nade
to the Anmerican Cancer Society.
Survivors — wlfe Donna Smth
Cof fey; daughters the Rev. L. Susan
May, Terry J. Coffey, Bonni e
Coffey-Meyers; nother Ml dred
Leonard Coffey; brothers Donald G,
Joseph D. Cof f ey; four
grandchlldren.




CCC MARCH 1989 page 5
LAST CALL FOR THE CONVENTI ON 1989

The Coffee/Coffey convention 18 a gathering of people from wdely
scattered locations but wlth common Interests. The neetings are
rel axing, friendly and can reveal know edge of your famly past.

W especially need YOU this year. W need to decide how to continue.
W also need to think about an appropriate nenorial for Len.

Pl ace: THE HOLI DAY | NN DOANNTOMN

422 Monroe St. Jefferson Clty, MO 65101
Dat es: 1:00 PM May 5 to 12:00 Noon May 7, 1989
Chai rman: Bonnie Culley

Reservatlions: $39.00 deposit needed by Aprlil 10, 1989 <(earller If
possi bl e). Make checks payable to Hollday Inn Downtown and send to
CCC. It reserves your room You wlll also wish to plan to attend the
buffet |uncheon for Saturday noon. The buffet 1s $10.00 per person.

Please let ne know by April 15, how many people wish to attend the
banquet so we can make enough reservations.

W& have Invited the State Archivest to speak to us on "The Records In

M ssouri" In the State Archives and H storical Society, at 2:00 p.m
Friday In the "Center Roonf of the Holiday Inn. He is a very
interestling speaker. Also for those who are interested , there Is a

new tour group In Jefferson Clty that wants to give us a PROFESSI ONAL
guided tour of the Hstorical Clty of Jefferson (Capital building,
etc.) on Saturday norning, 9 to 12. They will pick us up at the hotel

by bus. The cost is $12.00 per person. If 20 people are interested
we will go for It.

VW have full wuse of the "Center Roonf for the full tilme of the

conventi on. The Saturday banquet and neeting will be held In the
*Caucus Roont'.

Nunber of persons who wish banquet reservations at $10. 00 ea.

Nunber of reservations for the tour of "H storical Clty of
Jefferson at $12.00 ea.

Reservations: $39.00 deposit Is needed before Aprll 15, 1989. Mke
check payable to Hollday Inn. The deposit 1is paynent for one
ni ghts hotel room fees (double occupancy). Addi tional nights
can be arranged with the Hotel.

If you need transportation from the "Regional Airport" Jefferson
Cty-Colunmbia or the "Jefferson Gty Mnorial Airport" please
let us know where and when so we can arrange transportation.

Pl ease include the above Information with your check.
Please send checks to : Coffey Cousins Clearlnghouse
% Bonni e Culley
1416 G een Berry Rd.
Jefferson City, MO 65101
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An excerpt form the Cass County MO Historwv

SAMUEL V-NOY LYNN

Samuel V-noy Lynn and Tlishey Tlval Coffey were married Sept 15, 1901,
Bapti st Church Ruthl edge, Tenn. Samuel, born Nov. 7, 1875, was the
third of 9 children of Thomas and Julian Lynn. The famly lived In a
two-story house on dinch Muntain near Ruthledge, Ganger Co., Tenn.
Sanuel went to county schools and received a good education, becon ng
a slender, nedium slze and wlth dark halr and blue eyes. His
ancestors were from Irel and. Tl shey, born Sept. 18, 1883, 1llved on
the other side of dinch Muntain, Hancock Co., Tenn. She, related to
the Dalton famly, had a sister, 2 brothers, and 3 half-sisters, her
not her havi ng died when Tlshey was age 4 and her father married again.
She becane a small, slender lady with dark halr and blue eyes. To
help earn a living she went to Grainger Co. cleaning houses.

After Samuel and Tlshey married they traveled by train to Seynour,
Mb., lived there 11 years then noved to Harrlsonvlille In 1914. They
had 12 children: Myrle born July 7, 1902; Martha born June 6, 1904,
died Aug. 27, 1924; Verna born Mar. 24, 1910; Ida born July 12, 1912
Emly born Apr. 8, 1914; Ernest born Apr. 24, 1916; Qpal born Jan. 13,
1919; Velma born Nov. 23, 1921; Sanuel born May 6, 1924; Cecil born
Mar. 27, 1926.

Samuel was a farner, and a loyal nenber of Gand R ver Baptist
Church located SWof Harrlsonvl 1le. He dled May 8, 1959 at hls hone
SW of Harrlsonvl 11e, at which tlme he had 29 grandchlldren and 19
great grandchlildren. Tlshey dled July 25, 1973 age 90, at which time

she had 29 grandchlldren and 48 great grandchlldren, and 12
great,great grandchlldren.

The followng is an exerpt from Frank Crosswhite's papers that |
think you will find interesting. He 1s offering free copies to anyone
who ls Interested. W hope to use the paper "WAS EDWARD COFFEY A W LD
GOOSE OR AN OLD-LINE VIRG NI AN'. W found it very interesting but

[
rather long for CCC Possibly we can print It |In several continued
parts.

Et ynol ogi cal Consideratlons for the Famly Surname Coffey -
O Cobht hal gh - Cobt hach
Frank S. Crosswhlite
P.O Box AB
Superior, Arizona 85273

| am a descendent of Edward Coffey and Ann Powell who married in
Essex County Virginia in 1699. They are ny ancestors in two |ines and
probably four. | also descend from WIIliam Crosthwalt who cane to
Spot syl vania County, Virginia from Pennsylvania about 1732.

Knowi ng that a Thomas Crosthwalte was once CGovernor of the Bank

of Ireland and Sheriff of Dublin, | was Interegted to learn that a
Thomas O Cofalgh also held the office of Governor of the Bank of
Ireland and 138 Indeed the mnister of finance of Irel and, an

interesting parallel. (cont. p."
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Family Surname Coffey (cont. fromp. 6)

. ~Such positions require a certain psychological second-sense of
fiduciary responsibility found also In clergy, dedicated scholars,
partisans, overseers, sStewards, humanitarians, doctors and nurses,
Indeed |n all those in whomtrust Is placed.

‘Having reason to believe that Edward Coffey was an overseer of a
colonial Virginia plantation, and knowing that a nunber of American
Coffeys had been clergynen, partisans, scholars, nedical doctors,
agents for the Indians, etc., | could clearly see a strong thread of
connection relating to a fiduciary bent.

In ny etynological research relating to the formation of nanmes In
nmy professional field of plant taxonony, | have had occasion to delve
Iinto words relating to place names for which plants have been named.
Mich of plant taxonony Iinvolves nomenclature which 1s fixed by neans
of tracing chronologi'cal descriptions (alnost 1lke genealogi'es) so
that a type specinmen can be designated. The latter 1s the standard
which will forever fix application of the plant name. |t 1s anal ogous
to the platinum-liridium bar which defines the length of a nmeter. ~ In
deciding Just which anciently prepared dried specinen should be chosen
as representing a name coined by Carolus Linnaeus 1In 1753, for
exanﬂle, It 1s necessary to exam ne anong other things the etynology
of the name. In studying etynmologies, 1t was only natural for the eye
to stray occasionally to matters of personal genealogy, and | becane
convinced that the Trish word "Cobthach" which ts the root of the
surname "Coffey" had a strong fiduclarlal meaning.

. Neverthel ess, we always hear the nmeaning of "Coffey" as
equivalent to "Victorious." | though this is true, | think this
meaning Is only half of the story. "Victorious" 1S Indeed an
adjectival meaning of the "Cobthach" and the Pr|n0|pal meani ng of the
word which has survived Into nodern time. It 1is true that we could
treat the adjective as a noun and then by means of Inflectlon In the

enitive case arrive at "0“Cobhthalgh" as nmeaning " a descendent of
he victorious." However, Cobthach also had 1ts customary Gaelic noun
meaning of "treasurer," or perhaps nore accurately today "fiduclary."
In fact the surname "Coffer" traces back to "Cobthach" Just as surely
as does "Coffey." W know a coffer today as a treasure vessel,
commonly thought of as a chest or treasury.” Today during political
canpai ghs, where psychology has preserved sone of the termnol ogy of
ancient warfare, we hear of appeals to donate to the "coffer" of a
political party or to add to the "war-chest" of a candidate.

~ As a result of war, treasures were seized by the victorious and
assigned to the coffer — the war-chest —which was controlled by the
cobt hach, the treasurer, who, in the role of a fiductary, held the
prize to be distributed or used pursuant to a plan of fairness.
(cont. p.8
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Fam |y Surnanme Coffey (cont. fromp. 7)

It follows that such a Cobthach held power of enormous potential.
Battles nore often than not were won by a coalition of armes
representing a plurallty of famllles, clans, or "septs" for whom the
Cobt hach acted a fiduciary and was probably the closest thing to an

overall |eader, although not a "klng" In the dictatorial sense. "To
t he Cobthach goes the treasure" |In English would be rendered as "To
the victor goes the spoil." | sense that the Irish victor (Cobthach)

was of a republican nature and tried to act In a fiduciary capacity
for all of the familles to whomhe had an obligation.

Such a concept nust have been very ancient, Indeed, as it |Is
preserved In the ancient Latin root of words that canme Into English
under such different fornms as "victor" and "factor." Fact ori ng
inmplies division and is rooted in the fiduciary responsiblllty of the
vi ctor. The dictionary definition of the English word_factor, as "one
who acts for or does business for another" corresponds very
closely with the fiduciary neaning of Cobthach. Interestingly, the
Royal famly of Scotland, known as Stuart-Stewart-Steward, were naned
for being stewards in a sense which somewhat parallels the fiduciary
essence of Coffey-0‘/Cobhthalgh-Cobthach. A steward ls indeed again a
fiduciary. One deflnltlion of the Engllish term "factor" Is "steward of
an estate."

Just as the Cobthach would adm nister and divide the wealth of
victory, a factor would admnister and divide the estate of a dead
person for the benefit of the heirs. dd law also allowed a factor to
Intervene and "split the pot" or "divide the assets" of a debtor In

the role of a "garnishee.” The "factor” was the fiduciary or
"gar ni shee" and "factorizing" was consi dered equi val ent to
"garnlishment." According to the dictionary, "the garnishee 1Is In

effect a stakeholder, or custodian of the defendant's property in his
hands for the plaintiff's benefit."

To the |Irish Cobthach went the fiduciary responsibllity of
dividing wealth and assigning It by deed of fact to each appropriate
faction. Although today we think of fact as equivalent to truth, a
fact was originally a "doing" or a "deed" and a faction was the person
or group unto which it was done or deeded. W are rem nded of the
"man made" concept of the Sicilian mafia wth regard to the Latin verb
“facere."

W have often heard that |In ancient tines a "deal" was ratified
by cerenmonially drinking froma large cup that had a gold coln in the
bottom In later tinmes the gold-coin-in-the-cup routine was used to
get the better of someone |In a bargain. For exanple, there is
evidence that prospective sailors were dragged onto ships after
unexpectedly finding a coin In the bottomof a tankard of ale that had
been proffered In a tavern. Such sailors got a "dirty deal" or a
"rotten deal"” and the captain 1Is sald to have displayed the coin to
cal m bystanders as the victimwas taken to the shlp.

(cont. p.9>
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Family Surnanme Coffey (cont. fromp. 8)

But the original concept of the "deal" concluded by drinking to
gold was not at a11 nefarious In truly ancient times. The prinmary
meaning of "deal" as a noun was "a part, portion, or share.” As a
verb, "deal" was "to give In portions, or as one's portion or share."
The Cobthach obviously divided the wealth by means of a deal or dole
whi ch was permanently ratified by drinking from a cup having gold.
Al agree that a deal drunk to or ratified using a cup with gold

became permanently binding.  The gold probably entered into the
symbol 1sm because 1t was the chief of metals and under no other
circumstance would a person ever nornally drink froma vessel of gold

A gold coin In the bottom of a non-gold vessel has the earmark of
being a substitute when no cobthach with golden vessels was avallable.

~ The coffey-0’Cobhthalgh-Cobthach coat of arns displays three
drinking cups. From collateral Information found in old Irish poetry
we know that these cups were made of gold. The conclusion 1is
Inescapable that the coat of arms represents a canting of "Cobthach"
in the sense of victor-treasurer-factor-flduclary. One tradition
states that the three cups In the Coffey-0’Cobhthalgh-Cobthach arns
refer the the "Peace of Tara" between the clans OBrien, ONel, and
McCarthy. Note that Cobthach is not one of the principals, but again
sonething of a fiduciary, 1f the "Peace of Tara" theory 1s to be
believed.

Now enters the "prudent nman" requirement. A fiduciary or
treasurer or factor or victor has a trust — an obligation to keenly
husband the wealth in his hands and to Properly distribute 1t when the
time comes. The biblical parable of the talents comes to mnd.
Property or wealth provides a basis to its owner-user to undertake
various industries or Improvements for the owner's bDbenefit and
enrichnent. But a fiduciary nust not hinself obtain enrichment from
the wealth, but rather should hire out the wealth for use by others so
that the treasure will have accretions of Income which will mintain
I1ts relative value itn the face of the Industries and improvements

bei ng made by neighbors. In reality a victor mght become a despotic
king, taking nost for  hinself and clothing himself wth ever
Increasing accretions of wealth. W think of a picture of the
corpulent Engllsh King Henry VIII accreted with multiple layers of

fine clothing and Jewels. To each his own.

Provi dence is the act of providing or preparing for future use by
means of foresight. W also attach a strong religious meaning to the
word, which, however, 1s historically secondary. The dictionary
defines providence also as having the special meaning of "prudence In
the managenents of one's concerns, speclfically econony, frugallty."

The Coffey-0’Cobhthalgh-Cobthach crest displays the ultimate in
frugality and providence among prudent men — a nman totally unadorned
by clothing of any sort who has provided for his transportation b
training a dolphin. W are told that thls man had such grea
foresight that he provided his own neans of riding out the storm In
Noah's time by riding the dol phin alongside the ark.

(cont. p.10>
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Family Surname Coffey (cont. fromp. 9)

Different versions of the famly notto use "providence" or
“prudence’ Interchangeably. Prudence would be the nore nodern word
because providence has taken on a secondary nmeaning that 1s now
eclipsing the original meaning —tending to nake the original meani ng
somewhat archaic. Victory was the means by which wealth was obtaine
by prudence was the means by which it was retained. Wo was nobler?
— the victor or factor at the end of the battle or the treasurer,
steward, fiduciary, or banker who nanaged the wealth for the ultimte
good of others?

Scholars are the fiduciaries of the wealth we refer to as
"know edge. " The Four ~ Masters  attribute to the
Cof f ey- O Cobht hal gh- Cobt hach famly a certain stewardship by which
menbers enriched their fellow human beings. They cite Mirray Coffe
who died in A.D. 1173 as "a transparent gemt (i.e. 1ike the honesty o
the naked man who had nothing to hlide> who bestowed food, educatlion,
and assistance to the poor. He was sald to have been a "treasury' of
W sdom As a bishop he was "a son of chastity" who would not,
therefore, be looking for personal wealth with which to endow a
personal posterity other than the nen of "every ecclesiastical rank®
which he ordained. He rebullt many churches, founded many nonasteries
and abbeys and did many good worKks.

~In 1415 died Cassach Coffey, "a man emnent for poetry and
Humanity." In 1554, Telge Coffe%/, "chief preceptor of poetry and
| earning: died, and In 1556 Owmy Coffey, "the nmost learned In Ireland"
Was treacherously slain.

The famly notto di SP| atys the twin concepts of victory and
rudence and tt "is difficul 0 tell just which takes precedence.
ictory Is won In youth Just 1lke wages are won by working. But as we
grow ol der, have we had the foresight to providé a plan by which we
can gracefully retire from the scene and leave the world a 1ittle
better than we found 1i1t? If so, perhaps we can exlt riding our
dol phlbn toward the sunset with only the birthday sult with which we
were born.




