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Here are sone of the questions and answers overheard at the
Bureau of Naturallzation:

"Where i1s Washlington?*

"He's dead. " _

"I mean the Capital of the Unlited States."

"Ch. they loaned it all to Europe."

"Do you promse to support the Constitution?”

"Me? Howcan |? 1've a wife and six children to support ."
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Dear Cousi ns,

How did Septenber get here so
soon? | have started lndexling the
Cof fey Couslnsg’ ( earinghouse as |
promsed at the convention. Len
had 1 through 16 completed. |'ve
done 17, 18 and worklng on 19 but
It’s slow going. Should we nake a
separate book of the Index? We’ll
talk about 1t at the next

conventlon.

Dld any of you have problens with your June lssue? Did you get |t
and was 1t In decent condltlon? | got a couple back all torn up and a
couple people wote that they only got pieces. |If you re Issue was |n
bad shape let nme know and |'Il replace them I'm working with the

post office to correct this. Their new machinery cancels from the
opposite edge.

Qur son-in-law Mchael Wsson, 38, passed away the 23 of August
| eaving our daughter Connie with two snall children, Mchelle and
Krls, Jimand | have been very busy trying to help them They 1lve
| n Springfield, MO

Love, your cousin,
Bonni e

WELCOVE ouR NEW COUSI NS AND THEI R ANCESTORS

Jerry Coffee 1621 Sylvan Dr., Piano, TX 75074

Joseph Cof fee
Kenneth D. Harrison 523 N. Maln St., Enterprise, AL 36330

Hugh Cof f ey
Mabel Buckley 4436 E. Wal atowa St., Phoeni x, AZ 85044-1621

Edmund Cof f ey
Frances Parki nson 245 H ghway 28 W, Hazlehurst, M5 39083

Mart ha Cof f ey
Anna S. Cassell 192 Tucker Rd., Spartanburg, SC 29301

Mart ha Pat sy Coffey

IAIBIIFIIIDFIFLLLLLLLLLICLK

NEWLADDRESS

R K GCoffey P. 0. Box 3, Brighton, ONT KOK 1HO
Joan M Low 34120 G eentrees, Sterllng Hts. MI 48312
Pat Bennett 248 So. 200 West, Heber, UT 84032

1)
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Jerry Coffee says that his sister Patsy Coffee Is the researcher In
his famly and she has their clan back to 1791 In Prince Edward Co.
Virginia. Her address is 1711 Ave. E,  Brownwood, TX 76801.

Jerry gives hls llneage as (1> Gerald MacArthur Coffee, son of <>
Peyton Joshua <1900 - 1979> and Virginia Estelle Glmer (<1900 - 1976)
Coffee, son of <3) John T. <1868 - 1973) and Nora Kate Wial ey <1874 -
1901) Coffee, son of <4) Joshua "Doss" (1839 - 1915) and Mary Bl anton
(1840 - 1882) Coffee, son of (5) Joshua <(¢d.1881) and Delilah GConger
Coffee, son of <6) Josheph ¢sled and Mary Buckmark/Buckmaster Coffee.
Josheph 18 the brother of Gen. John Coffee from Prince Edward Co.

Vi rginia.
Anyone with Information on Jerry's llne mght drop him a llne. [|I'm
sure he woul d appreciate hearing from you. V¢ will always be glad to

have nore Information to print on thls line In CCC

Kenneth Coffey tells us that he descends from Hugh Coffey Sr. of
Lancaster Dstrict s.C. and Henry Coffey of Landcaster Dstrict S.C.
and Marlon Co. GA W still hope hear nore fromhlm on hls line.

Mabel Buckley heard of us fromher cousin Hlen Coffey Wagner. She s
descended from (1) Edmund F. and Eizabeth Thackeray Coffey parents of
<2) John "Jack" C. Coffey, father of <3) Charles Edward Coffey, father
~ og CI<4) Edwi n Horsley Coffey, father of (5) Jesse Lee Coffey, Mable’s
- ad.
Mable was In Ireland two years ago and found the famly coat of arns
at the Hstoric Famlies Ltd. facility. It Is the one printed In
C.C.C. with only a slight difference In the notto - Latin Ils the sane
- translation goes, "Not In Providence but in Victory." She was also
told that the ermne tails In the arns denote royalty. She ask 1§
anyone else has heard thls? She also learned while |In Dublin that
there was a Coffey who was Lord Mayor of Dublin 1908 - 1909.

Frances B. Parkinson ls looking for parents of Martha B. Coffey who
was born In Kentucky |In 1808 and narried Charles Mallory Benbrook

probably In S npson Co., Kentucky or Illlnols. She dled Dec 2, 1889
robably In Pltsfleld IL. or Natchez Mssissippi. Frances says "I
now next to nothing about ny Coffey ancestors. Since the Benbrooks
were In Snmpson Co. KY In the 1820’8 and earlier, | believe that

Martha B. descends fromone of those 1isted there on the 1820 census.
Charles and Martha (Coffey) Benbrook were In Illinols In early 1830.
They followed Charles' brother Dr. D. G Benbrook to Natchez M5, about
1836. He left Natchez and went to Plttsfleld, I|L. about 1873. He
dled there In 1883. M records are not clear as to where Martha was

when she died |In 1889." Frances would appreciate any help with thls
line and gladly pay postage, copy cost, etc. Let us know what you
nd.
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Anna S, Cassel l has lots of Coffey ancestors. First - She
descends from G.Grandmother Mary Ann (Pol |y) Coffey (Jdr.), who narried
Joseph Elzle Hays, also a Coffey descendent. Ty Ann (PoIIy) Cof f ey
(Jr) vvas named for her not her Mary Ann (Polly) Coffey (Sr. (Thls s
why am adding the Jr. and Sr.) Mary Ann (PoIIy) Coffe (Sr.)
rrarried her second cousin EIll Coffey son of Salathiel Coffey and
B izabeth. Mry Ann (Polly) Ooffe%/ (Sr was the daughter of Nathan
and Mary Saunders Coffey. descend from Chesley and Jane
d evel and Coffey.

Anna's G Qandfather BHzle Hays Is the son of Gibriel Hays, Jr. and
Martha (Patsy) Coffey who descends from Chesley Coffey through Joel
and d evel and.

Anna says that she still has problens wlth this 1lne and would
appreciate hearing from anyone else working on tt.  Coffey Cousins
woul d appreci ate hearing about any new research or finding you nake on
this llne as there seens to be a lot of Interest In the Chelsey
research,

o s s e O i 8 e

THE NAI LBOX

Marcus Coffee wites that he had planned to attend the Convention thlis
Kear but was not physlically able to be with us. He wlll be pleased to
ear that we are neeting In Boone, NC next year as thls lg not nearl

as long a trip from Morrlstown, TN where Marcus |ives. V'l loo
forward to seeing him next vyear, He also wites that there was a
Coffey reunion In Berea, KY. It 1s held the second Sunday |n June and
Is a basket dinner. Marcus says " The Kentucky Coffeys can really
cook!" W hope that we can attend one of these years.

V¢ send our condol ences to Noreva J. Sharr's husband on the loss of
his Aunt, Vesper Alice Coffey Kuhn, who dled May 27, 1990. She was 95
yedars old. He has one Coffey Aunt left. She lives In King City, MO
and ls 86.

Congratulatlions Is also In store for the Sharrs as they becane
QG andparents again. Dale and Dawn Sharr had a 8 Ib. 3 oz. baby glrl
nanmed Breann Carol Sharr.

VW have heard from Ll oyd Kerns of Kansas Clty, MO He ls Interested
In the Coffey's. VW& hope that we receive his |ineage naterial before
we have to go to press.

Pat Bennett says that they have noved to Wah and are going to see If
they can handle the weather there. She says that at long last they
are close to their children and adorable grandaughters and |oving
every mnute of It. After they get settled she will hit the Morman
Archives In 8Salt Lake. | hope she finds lots of things that she can
share with us. We’ll be waiting.
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QONVENTT QN NeWs
V¢'ve had nothing but good news from our Convention Chairman, Betty
Coffey. She says that Boone has "grown out of 1t’s britches". She

has nmade arrangenents for us to go back to THE H GH COUNTRY |INN agai n.
It 1s under new nmanagenent and 1Is bigger and better than ever,
according to Betty. Qur old neeting room Is (eno's Lounge. The
outdoor pool 1Is now lndoor and Betty suggest that we start Friday
evening (6 to 8 p.m) wlth a POOL PARTY RECEPTION.  She has pl anned
ham bi scuits, cheeses, veggies, fruit, etc and all for Just $5.00.
There 1sn’t a confirmed price for the banquet as it 1s stll]l too early
but they gave us fantastic rates for roons:

g
The High Country Inn Is on Hghway 105 Just at the edge of Boone, NC
and ls easy to spot as lt has a working water wheel at the edge of the

property. It has 120 tastefully decorated guest roons and suites to
choose from and 1s equipped with klng or double beds, and color TV
with complimentary novie channel. The Inn now has a sauna, hot tub,

indoor heated pool, and welght/exercise room Children under 16 stay
In your roomfree. It even has CAMPER HOX - UP.

“"Now doesn't that sound llke a great place to have a convention?" W
have to thank Betty Coffey. She Is an expert by now as thls is the
third conventlon she has arranged for us. Mark your calendars.

P.S. V¢ would appreciate 1t if all of you would advertise our Coffe
Convention In your local papers, genealogy club news, historica
society news or any other way that you can think of. It will be
appreci ated by all of us. Thanks, BC

DEAD END ROADS

Freda Blessing would 1lke sone help with the Coffey 1lne that she |sg
presently working on. She says "M Ancestor 1s John Coffey who
married Susanna O ocket. Their daughter Susanna, narried

gr.gr.gr.grandfather, Janes Cralg, |In Lancaster Co. S.C ca 1792."
Gan anyone give Freda the nanmes of John and Susanna's chil dren? She
has John, Susanna and El i zabet h. Any help on this famly wlil be
appreclated. Her address 1s 1005 Rockmont Qrcle, Conyers, GA 30207.

L LY
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SPECI AL REPNRTS
THE COFFEY CLAN

by Rev. H W Coffey, MBE NA

The ancient tribal lands of the Coffey clan or sept as called In
| rel and, around AD 1000, was |In barony of Kllkenny Wst ( nothing tg
do wlth County Kllkenny ) In County Westmeath, Ireland.

The ancient Coffey Castle I8 In the 558 acre townl and of Cl onkeen In
the parish of Noughaval In the north-west of the county and bordering
on the R ver Shannon where 1t broadens out lnto Lough Ree.

Wien one visits thls area today all that remains of the Ad Coffey
Castle are sone stones at ground level, the old Coffey mansion of the
early 1800“s and tonbstones In the local graveyard. Everywhere there
are signs pointing out where Ollver Goldsmth (1728 - 1774) the author
and poet lived and wote his notable prose and verse that made him
highly esteened in literary circles. Hls best-known poem ls "The
Deserted Village" 1770 wilth llnes about the village school naster:

"And stlll they gazed, and stlll the wonder grew
That one small head could carry all he knew'.

Equally fanous are his novel "The Vicar of Wakefleld" and the
anusi ng play "She stoops to Conquer".

If visiting the ancient Coffey homeplace nake the town of Athlone,
80 miles west of Dublin or 70 mles from Shannon Airport your base as
there are good hotels there.

Thls article was sent to us by Blll Coffey of Victoria Australia. |
hope that | can go to the Coffey Castle sone day. Wuldn't 1t be
great 1f we could have a convention there. Bill Coffey Ils the Editor
of THE I RISH LI NK | can hardly wait for ny first subscription.

COFFEY' S I N EUROPE
by Fran Coffey

Fran and Bess Coffey have returned froma trlp to Europe. W wlish to
thank Fran for sending us hls observatlons and statistics regarding
Coffey’s.

"Wien Bess and | returned fromour trip to Europe, we were wel coned
with the Coffev Cousins' C earinghouse June lssue which had news about
the annual convention Tn WodbrTdge, Virginia. W were Interested In
finding out where next years's convention 18 going to be and we too
hope we can be |In Boone, North Carolina, with our "cousins".
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Wien we were |In Europe, we checked on the nunber of Coffeys In the
phone books of five different cities. There were 110 In London; 3 In
Edinburgh; 5 In Paris; 1 In Vienna; and 230 In Dublin. |In Dublin
there were three who used the Gaellc spelllng of 0’Cofalgh. In
conparing the nunber of Coffeys, London Is sixteen tinmes larger than
Dublin. In France, Coffey 1s spelled Coffy.

The Secretary of the Treasury Thonmas Coffey In Ireland, whose nane
appeared on the paper noney as Thomas O Cof al gh when we were there
elght years ago, apparently Is no longer the head of the Bank of
Ireland. W noticed that hls nanme appeared on pound notes dated

Febr uardy 1989 but not on notes dated March 1989 or later. Probably he
retired.

V¢ noticed that there were no Coffees with that spelli g in the

Eur opean phone books we saw. | belleve the Coffee spelllng of Coffey
cane about by (1) presunptuous Immigratlon officials; (2) careless
census takers; or (3) Coffeys who flnally gave up try| ng to teach

their friends and associates how to spell Coffey.

(nhe concl usion we nade about our contact wlth the Irish after flve
days In Dublin and three days In County Cork: the Irish do not even

know the neaning of the word, "rude." At least we never encountered
one rude Irish person.™

DOCUMENTS GALCRE
ASSCRTED DOCUMENTS

The followi ng are records collected by Freda Bl essing which she
presented hopi ng they would be of help to sone of the cousins.

From THE BASKIN ¢s) FAMLY
by Raynond Martin

"Andrew Baskln of Kershaw and Landcaster Countles, S.C had two or
three daughters: Isabella m Hiugh Mc Clain, Jr., married
denent Stewart, and possibly Margaret narried John Coftey”

From ROSTER CF REVOLUTI ONARY SOLDI ERS |N (ECRd A

"Peter Coffee, b. 1750, landed In Arerica fromlreland; d. |n Hancock
County, CGA 1820. Served In the VA (Continental Arny, prlvate Capt .
Benjamn Casey's 12¢h VA Reg.; Also Capt. Mchael Bower's Co., Col.

Janes Wod Reg. Drew pension for his services. Married Sarah Smith
of Prince Edward Co., VA CH LDREN ARE:
1. Hizabet h, b. 1775; mar. 1.Charles Daniels
2. T. Llgan
2. Susanna, mar . T. Randall

3. Nancy, mar . 1.Abram Head
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Docunents Galore Contd.
)

20—
4. John, mar . Ann Penel ope Bryan
(dau. of John H!11 Bryan, Rev.Soldier-Gen.war 1812)

5. Sarah, mar . Willlam Harris

6. Joshua, b. Dec. 27, 1786, bachelor, 1llived & dled at
Darl en, Ohlo.

7. Mary, (b. 3-5-1789) nar. Henry QG bson

8. Qynthia, (b.2-5-1791) mar. Thomas Stocks

9. Martha, ¢(b.5-9-1793)mar. George Heard

10. Joshua (?)

NOTE; Joshua Coffee, brother, of Peter Coffee cane with him to
Anerica. Was a Rev. Soldier. Both Peter and Joshua Cof fee had a son
John Coffee; both of whomwere Generals In the War of 1812.

From 1812 ANCESTCR INDEX 1892 - 1970
N S. US Daus. of var 1817

OCOFFEE, John b. VA 1772 d. AL. 1833, nar. Mary Donaldsen (Brlg. Gen.
- son of Joshua Q)ffee) (SOn Andr ew J. mar . El izabeth At wood
Hutchlson)

OCFFEE, John b. VA 1782 d. GA 1836, nar. Ann Penelope Bryan. ((Cen.
GA MlIl. CGeek Wr 1813 - 14, son of Peter Coffee) (son John B.
mar. Marcel la Griffin, son Peter H nmar. Susan Ann Rogers)

CCFFEY, John b. PA. 1772 d. Ohlo 1853, mar. Ruth Mtchell (Capt. Ohlo
Mi1) dau. Isabelila mar. \Wtson Dougl as.

From THE AND FAM LY H E AND
MOMNK_HARRLS

by Janmes Coffee Harris

COFFEE - Peter and Joshua Coffee, brothers came from lrel and and

settled In Prince Edward Co. VA | n 1750.

John, son of Joshua noved to Tennessee and became a conrade of Andrew
Jackson, whose ni ece, Mary Donaldson, he marri ed. He dled In
Fl orence, A abana 1831.

Hls son, Andrew Jackson Coffee was brevetted Lt. Col. for bravery at
battl e of Buena Vista |In 1847. He dled |In 1891.

John T. Coffee noved to Mssouri before 1861 - Col. In AQvil War of

6th MO Cavalry that fought on the Confederate side. He dled |In
M ssouri 1890.

John Coffee son of Peter Coffee was Gen. of the State Troops of A
It was | n appreciatlon of his service against the Oeek [ndians
that a County In CGeorgia was naned for him. He was also In
Le%l slature and was elected to Congress twice - In 1833 and in
1835, dying on the day on which he was elected the second tlime.



PAGE 9 QOC SEPTEMBER  @&®9p

ADAIR QO KENTUCKY COURT RECCRDS

Anna S. Caswel | has supplled us with Court Records fromAdalr Co. KY.
concerning the Coffey and Hays Familles. They were copied by Ms.
Ruth P. Burdette of Col unbia, Kentucky.

Order Book A-54 Mch. 8, 1803. Wm. Hays permtted to erect a water
grist mill. Gholson Stapp his agent.

A-151 - Apt. 1, 1805 Gbriel Hays surveyor of the road from
Campbel | 's Ferry toward (Goose Geek In the roomof Absolem Bellow.

Adalr County Marriage Bonds - Gabriel Hays, Jr., and Martha (Patsey)>
Cof fey, daughter of O eveland Coffey, married, 12-23-1813, #(Who
consents. She was under eighteen or born after 1796.)

Nat han Hays and Betsey Powell daughter of John Powell. daughter of
John Powell.

QO der Book B-Page 510, Apr. 1815, Gabriel Hays, Sr., appointed
admnistrator. (1-12-1816)

QO der Book E-1-17-1819, Gbriel Hays, Sr., dec'd, Gabriel Hays, Jr.,
appoi nted administrator.
O der Book B-489, Jan. 2, 1815, develand Coffey, deceased, the w dow,

Jane Coffey, appointed admlnlistrix. Bond for $400.00 Gabriel Hays
Securlty.

G der Book B-508, Apr. 3, 1815, Jane (Wltherspoon) Coffey, w dow of
d evel and Cof fey, deceased, appointed guardian to thelir children -
Kitty Martha, CGeorge, Hunphrey, Hijah, Walton, Jincy, and
d eveland. #<Kitty shoul d probably be Celey)

Deed book F-355. June 11, 1825. Geor?e Coffey, Sealey (Celey> Coffey,
I—Urrphre)é_ Cof fey, EllJah Ooffe%, Walton Coffey, Gabriel Hays and
Patsey his wife, late Coffey heirs of develand Coffey, dec'd, by
their attorney, Wn Caldwell to Edward and Wn Law ess, 101 acres
on Geasy Oeek Corners to Fielding, Joel and Nathan Coffey.

QGeen Co., Kentucky Marriage Bonds -

HlI Coffey and Mary Coffey March 17, 1801
Wtness: Newton Coffey

Coffey famlly from Draper Manuscripts 13DD-128-0129-131 interview with
M's. Lucy Ballenger, Russell GCounty, Kentucky.




PAGE 10 CCC SEPTEMBER 8990

Note from Editor: The following 18 a lengthy but very Informatlve
artlcle on the possible personal standing of Edward Coffey. W
hope that you enjoy tt as nmuch as we did. Since it is so long it
wlll be necessary to print this article in two Installments. The
next issue wlll carry the final installment.

WAS EDWARD COFFEY A W LD GOOSE OR AN OLD- LI NE VI RG NI AN?

In continuing the Wild Goose of Elre principle printed on page 1 of
the Dec. 1988 lssue of CCC, Frank S. Crosswhlite has presented us with
the followlng paper

The book lrish Familiea by Edward MacLysaght <Dublin: Hodges Figgis
and Co., 1957) makes frequent nention of “The Wild Ceese". A recent
article In the magazi ne Town and Countrv (March, 1988) tells how the
Wild Ceese were the thouSands of Trefand' s noblllty wno fled overseas
as a result of the treaty of Limerick In 1691. Their |ands were
confiscated by the Crowmn when WIlliamwas king. The “Wild Geese" are
of Interest to Coffey geneal ogists because It has been specul ated
that Edward Coffey came to Virginia about 1690 as a result of the
“Willlamlte Conflscatlion® In Ireland (see James B. _Coffev. Vol .II b

Marvin Coffey, pg.17>. Thls would be tantanmount to calting hima Wld
Goosge.

Further research shows that the treaty of Linerick had to do with
the Cathollc religion of the Irish. It granted the Irish Cathollcs
rellglous freedomand allowed themto llve peacefully |In Ireland lf
each woul d slgn an oath of alleglance to Britain. |t was known that
many staunch Catholic Irishmen woul d never do thls, so the treaty
allowed those refusing to sign to be allowed to take passage to France
where the State-recognized church was Ronman Cathollc. As a result of
the treaty seven thousand of the wealthiest Irish Cathollcs took
passage to France and from there nmany hopped around the world to
various other countries. These were the Wild Geese ln the classic use

of the deslgnation, although we use the term today for anyone who fled
Ireland by necessity.

The winners at Linerick were Britain and her Klng, Willlam of
Orange. Willlam had taken to the battlefield In Ireland hinself and
the French king had sent troops to fight on behalf of the Irish.
Catholic were not any nore welcome |In colonial Virginia In 1690 than
they were In Britain;, 1t seens unlikely for a Wld Goose to settle In
Virginia following the Treaty of Linmerick. Colonial Virginia |iked
Protestant King Willlam so nmuch that 1t naned King Willlam County for
him, as well as Oange County. Not to sli%ht hls Queen, it naned King
and Queen County for the palr as well as the colonial college (Willlam
and Mary). That Edward Coffey cane to Virginia about 1690 as a result

of the willlamite Confiscation seens |ess llkely than other possible
scenarlos.

Lawrence H Coffey In hls book Thomas Coffev apnd his Descendants
(pub.1931)> states that he put the best material together to suggest
that Edward canme to Virginia about 1690 from Liverpool, Engl and,
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Edward Cof fey Contd.

having originated in Ireland. Thlsg statenment seens to be the original
basis for those who claimthat Edward lmmlgrated to Virginia from
across the ocean rather than having been born In Anerica. However,
Law ence did not even know Edward's nane, nerely ldentlfylng him as
the father of John and the other Coffey chlldren of Essex County.

Law ence probably obtained the round date 1690 by extrapol ati ng back
to a suspected year of birth for John's father and then assum ng that
he immgrated as a young man. Sone claimthat Edward canme In 1690 as
an Indentured servant. | question that Edward cane as a result of the
Wllanite Confliscatlon, that he cane as lndentured servant, and that
he cane | n 1690.

| ndentures to Pay for passage were generally for seven years
although crimnals mght serve fourteen years before recelving their
freedom The indenture systeml|In colonlal Virginla was complex. It
served for the training of apprentices as well as for the nonetary
reason of paying passage for soneone who could not afford to have
immlgrated ot herw se. I ndentures for Ilmmlgratlon grew out of the
practice of Indenturing orphans and sending themto Amrerica to choose
a master. Unlike Indentures of orphans already In Virginia, the
Immlgrant who was indentured owed a blll for Eassage to the ship's
captain. Since the newnaster pald the bl1l he had nore of an
Interest vested In the servant than nere death of the naster could
erase. Indentures for reason of apprentliceshlp or orphanshlp ceased
at death of the master, like In narriage, although Indentures for
nonetary reasons could not be so sinply rellnquished.  course a
goung_orphan with a deceased nmaster woul d have hls helplessness erased
y bei ng re-indentured to soneone, Just as a w dow who | acked
financial resources would flnd It convenient to erase her need by
"re-lndenturlng" herself by neans of a newmnmarriage. S nce the
termnation of Edward Coffey's indenture coincided with Edward
Mosel ey' s death, an indenture for the ship's passage to Arerica seens
less 1lkely than for local orphanshlp or apprentliceshlp reasons.

The 1690 supposed arrival date In Amrerica for Edward Coffey gai ned
acceptance by Coffey schol ars because Edward's indenture to Misely
Sunknomn to Lawence Coffey) seened to buttress Lawence's earller

ndependent supposition. The 1690 date was likely a guess on
Law ence's part, however, as shown below. The part that came fromold
family tradition to Lawence nost likely was that the Coffey
progenitor came to Virginia fromLiverpool, England, but was Irish

Ceneal ogi sts have denonstrated rePeatedIy that Americans descended
fromold-line colonial Virginia famlies tend to underestimate the
nunber of generations their famllles have been In this country. Thils
syndrone, known as fore-shortenlng, often attributes details to a
grandfather or great 3randfather when they actually relate to a nore
I stant generation and nay actually confuse facts of one generation
wth tradition fromanother. Thus, a famly of English origin having
a grandfather with two brothers who were of marrying age about 1750,
classlcally 18 re-told to state that three brothers inmgrated
together from England to Amrerica about 1750 and married. The common
pattern is to renenber back to some ancestor and then to suppose since
not hi ng 1s known beyond this generation, then 1t was this person or
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the person's parents who immigrated. A though there 1s no intentlon
to deceive, a date of Immlgratlon is arrived at as an estimate.
Unfortunately, such a date often gets firnly established | n people's
wor ksheet s and publ i shed geneal ogi es entirely w thout evidence.

e of the nost common Indentures In colonlal
tidewater Virginia resulted when a chlld’s parents
died. Such indentures were |ess common [f the
not her was still llving because she usually
remarrled ver% soon to have a neans of support.
The new nmat e husbanded the wilfe and her
possessi ons whi ch were placed In his nane |In trust
for her dower Interests, the latter passing to her
descendants rather than his. He was expected to
serve as naster of her mnor chlldren b% pr evi ous
marriages |In trust for her Interests, the
relatlonshlip of master was often perpetuated by an
Indenture of the child. Scholars of colonial

social custons In Mirginia point out that multiple narriages were the
rule rather than the exceptlon prior to about 1740 because sudden
death fromepidemc or Indian attack was so common during reproductive
years then. The bane of the colonial Virginia geneal ogist 18 that
records passing down In a given famlly often lgnore these ot her
marrliages, so that books of collective geneal ogies often do not glve
the whole picture, listing only one marri age.

Many Instances can be cited where a child was Indentured to a
wonman' s second or thilrd husband after the wonman dled. Such
Indentures, |n fact, can be a clue to such second or third narri ages.
Qustomrequired that a child orphaned by death of nother who had
re-marrled be Indentured since the wi dower had no legal obligations to
the child and no neans of control or disclpllne unless the child were
bound by an Indenture. Death of the wife had erased the husband' s
nastery of the chlld as trustee of the wife. Generally a fully
or phaned child was allowed to choose the Person to whom 1t woul d be
bound (from anong any biddin?, al though often a nother's second
husband or a person of sone famly connection), but once bound, the
rel ati onship was that of indentured servant. Actually during this
period In history narriage Itself was |ooked on as simlar to an
Indenture, the wlfe essentially binding herself to the husband and
promsing to serve and obey him until death.

There s evidence that Edward Coffey was overseeing “Mosely’s
Quarter® at the tlme of Edward Mbsely's death. This evidence Is the
use by Coffey of what the present author thinks nust have been the
plantation nmark for Moseley's Quarter, as will be shown below. In any
event, Nbseley left Coffey a 2-year old heifer In his will. Coffey
was undoubtedly living at Moseley's Quarter at the time (from ot her
evidence) and Msel ey obvlously expected him to have a place to raise
such livestock In the future. Mbseley specifically referred to him as
his “servant Ed. Coffe* |In the will. WAS this to specliflcally remnd
everyone that Edward was a servant rather than a step-son so that he
could not claima greater lnherlitance on the theory that he shoul d
have inherited his nother's dower? Edward Mbseley clearly felt
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affection for Edward Coffey and envisioned him raising cattle, as a
helfer 1s the neans by which younﬂ cattle are born. ut by the sane
t oken he wanted to look out for the Interests of his own bl ood
descendants. Perhaps Edward Coffey was 1lving happ!lly and
productively on land owned by Edward Moseley, only thinking of him In
the sense of a father-flgure when suddenly Myseley dled and status of
both Edward Coffey and the land cane Into question with Mseley's
heirs. In any event, Edward Coffey quickly received a Judgenent for
his freedom cCorn and clothes, indlcating that the Indenture was
termnated. This would have been the tlme for a nere servant to have
nmoved on to obtain a start of hls own. It Is obvious, however, that
Edward Coffey's roots were already set down. Edward Coffey's heirs
were eventually to have ownership recorded for “Moseley’s Quarter",
the 200-acre plantation of the deceased Edward Mysel ey, as a result of
a complicated deed which suggests that Edward Coffey was 11ving on
this land at the time of his death but had either not yet obtained
full ownership or that the full ownership and 1ts consideration had
not previously been recorded.

Marvin Coffey ¢seedames Coffev Vol.1l, pg.18> has pointed out that
the two hundred acreS, attnougn willed by Edward Coffey to hls sons
Edward, Jr., and John, was deeded to these sons by the heir of Edward
Mosel ey upon the death of Edward Coffey, Sr. This would nake 1t
appear that Edward Coffey, Sr., never had a land deed during his
l'ifetine, even though he bequeathed what he considered his own land to
his sons In his will. This nust have been the |and where Edward
Mosel ey expected Edward Coffey to raise the heifer (and her Increase)
mentioned in Mseley's will., Indeed, the land is proven to have been
no other than "Moseley’s Quarter® ltself by various deeds In the title
chain. Edward Coffey, Sr., nmust have been either a trusting soul or
had such an unquestioned degree of authority that 1t never occurred to
him that his |and shoul d be nade over ot hIm by sone paper which coul d
be used to sell or transfer 1t. This may be because he was himself
the authority figqure for the Mdseley plantation. He clearly had been
operating the ol Nbseley plantation as his own w thout benefit of
deed. In genealogy It Is necessary to understand precipitating
factors. egal docunents can be correctly Interpreted only when the
recipltating factors are understood. For example, a person m ght
believe that a land entry recorded tn Burke County, North Carolina In
1778 to 1782 mght Indlcate that a person entering the land noved
there that year. In reallty that person nay have lived on the |and
for many years, the registration being precipltated b¥ the Revol ution
and opening of the Burke County land entry office by the whig
government |In 1778 and tts closing in 1782.

Records left concerning Edward Coffey, Sr., seemto have been In two
flurries, one from 1699-1700, the other In 1716. During the first
flurry, Edward Mbsel ey died mentioning Edward befey In his will, then
Coffey married and his Indenture was certified by the Mseley estate
to be termnated. It 1s Important to note here that the Mseley will
Itgelf was not the Instrument preclpltatlng termnation of the
Indenture, but rather 1t was the death of Mseley which preclplitated
It. There 1Is an Important distinction which will becone apparent
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later. During the second flurry, Edward Coffey dled and the Msel ey
heir deeded the estate "Msel ey's Quarter® to Coffey's heirs.

Now enters a very revealing piece of evidence. FEdward Coffey, Sr.,
apparently had the custom of signing the Mbseley plantation nark as
early as 1700. Here a little explanation is needed. The col oni al
plantation mark or seal has been llkened to the brand used for marking
cattle In the Arerican west. Although It was undoubtedly used for
marking cattle belonging to the plantation, 1t was nuch nore than a
brand. It can be conpared with the seal of ancient tines used as a
"signature" by an authority figure. 1In colonial Virginia, tobacco was
used as currency. The plantation seal, burnt like a brand Into the
tobacco cask, was llke the signature on today's bank notes. It
guaranteed the legitinmacy of the cask's contents as conformng to the
standard of quality and purity that allowed lts use as noney. The
device for making the mark was well guarded by the plantation owner to
prevent what woul d have been practically the same as counterfeiting.

Al persons, whether know ng how to read or not, knew the marks of
local plantations and ldentlfled the narks with the owners. The marks
were used In various tobacco warehousi ng docunents and I n receipts.
The marks were not l1lmited to llvestock brandi ng or tobacco
war ehousi ng, however, particularly If the present theory of Edward
Coffey's sue of the Moseley plantation mark ls correct. Sl aves when
trusted on errands or allowed to be out on their owh were required to
have a pass wlth the "naster's nmark" and 1t was necessary for anyone
challenglng them whether 1literate or not, to readily recognize the
mar k. Anyone maki ng the plantatlon nark was elther 1) the owner,

2) an overseer having what anounted to today's "power of attorney," or
3) a forger.

The mark which Edward Coffey nmade to legal docunents was a stlff
capital Mwith a straight top, long dangling straight but sonewhat
angl ed |legs, and sonething of an uphlll bent. It has the
characteristic |ook of a llvestock brand of today and although | have
only read about the plantation marks burnt onto tobacco casks, 1t
| ooks exactly 1lke what woul d be expect ed.

Typewitten copies of papers with Edward's nmark usually nerely show
It as an x which we have grown accustoned to recognizlng as the
universal mark of the illiterate. To oversee a plantation a person
had to understand nunbers and to be able to read and wite a nark
sonewhat nore distinctive than a z, a mark which represented the
pl ant ati on.

TO BE CONTI NUED - NEXT | SSUE

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 1991 CONVENTI OGN IN BOCNE N. C.




