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Dear Cousi ns,
Jimand | look forward to seeing those
of you who can make it to San Antonio in
May . Jeff Coffey says that you really
need to get your reservations nade
before they release the block of roons
that they are holding for us. Jeff has
a lot planned tor us to do and see.
He 1s aoina all out to show us a gOOd time V\hlle we are there. Al so
tor those who mght be Interested in going to |reland in 1993, Pat
McFall will present a seminar on Traveling and Research in lreland. |
plan to go in June of 1993 and hope some of you can go with me. She
will oniy take 20 jp a group. Wuldn't it be great to have all
Cotfev s? Then we could request what we would nost like to see. | f
vou are interested out will not be at the May convention, please |et
me know.
| woula like to express ny appreciation to those who have purchased
gift subscriptions tor others. It will help raise the nenbership
nunber and it 1s also very flattering that you enjoy CCC enough to
give 1t to sonmeone el se.
Thanks agaln.
Your cousin. Bonnle
N
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NEW ADDRESS

Andre' Cuffez Pr. stefaniepleln. 5. 8400 OOSTENDE. BELGE UM
Panela C. Webb 506 Arminda Ave.. Kirkwood. MO 63122-5305
Mirtl e Conyers 9007 Fanita Rancho Rd.. Santee. CA 92071-3949
Kathy Simmons 102 G een Meadows Dr.. Boerne. TX 78006-2709

VWELCOVE QUR NEW COUSI NS AND THEIR ANCESTORS

Cari D. dark 6820 Jeremiah Ct.. Fairfax Stat fon. VA 22039

Margie Coffey P.O Box 112. Columbia. KY 42728

Glenna C. More 7329 Tophill. Dallas. TX 75240 Hugh Cof f ey
Joseph B. James 4912 S. Detroit . Tul sa. K 74105

Charles Coffey 13711 Bluffrock. San Antonio. TX 78216

William D. Coffey 16 Ashwood Ln.. Wbster. NY 14580 Jerem ah Cof fey
Evel yn Coffey Faber 10 Ohio Ave. Jackson, OH 45640

Aenn R Coffey RR 1. Box 347. Linceoln, MO 65338 Edwar d Cof f ey
Waneta Matney 3114 122nd Ave E. , Puyallup, WA 98372 Edward Coffey
Meg Nixon 1405 Arlington Ave.. El Cerrlto, CA 94530 Willlam Coffey -
Robert D. Banks 902 Whipporwlll Dr. Atlanta TX 75551 W11l |lamCoffey
David W Coffey 1145 NNW 39th, klahoma Cty 0K73118 Martin Cotfey
Raynond W Coffey 2400 Harton Bjvd Tullahoma TN37388 Edward Coffey
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MEET OUR_NEW COUSI NS

denna More, (Ms. W A.> 1is the daughter of J. Askew Coffey\_’and
descends from Hugh Coffey. J. Askew says that he and denna are
pl anning to see us in San Antoni o.

Joseph and Shawna Janes have been researching Shawna's nother's
lineage which is a Coffey line. Hope they tell us nore |ater.

Charl es Coffey 1s another cousin we received due to the good publicity
that Jeff Coffey gives us. He lives In San Antonio, Texas and says
that he nasn-t done nuch tfamily research but his aunt Evelyn Faber of
10 oOnlo Ave., Jackson. OH 45640 ts their famlly geneal ogist. V¢ hope
to hear fromEvelyn as to their famly roots.

Wlliam D. Coffey came to us ta/ way of Anna Cassel and the Prodigy
bulletin board. He has traced his ancestors to his great-grandfather
Jeremah Qoffey (1827-1879) and Jeremah's wfe Johanna Giltinan
(1832-1892>. They cane fromlreland In approxlmately 1848 and settl ed
in Al bion, NY, according to Johanna's death record. They had el even
children. of whom only six llved to narry and carry on the 1lne.
William also has records of Mchael Coffey (1834-1905) who he is
convinced is the brother of Jerem ah. Mchael also Immigrated to
Al bion. NY, In about 1865. Mchael married EHizabeth Gormiey In
Albion and they had two children. William has another M chael Coffey
(1804-1873) who nmarried Elizabeth Tobin (1818-1875). They settled In
Troy NY in the early 1840°'s and had three children before moving to
A bion NY about 1849-50. They then had three nore children. WIIiam
believes this Mchael was probably an uncle of his great-grandfather
Jerem ah. it anyone has information on this famly line or the two
Michae! Coffey lines, please contact William Coffey at the address In
the New Cousi ns secti on.

Meg and Thomas N xon found us through ny son Joe (Janes) and the
bulletin board on Prodigy. Thomas' nother is 1) Elizabeth Louise
Coffey Mivon, the daughter of 2) Madison Champness (Coffey b. Asley,
IL. Hs father was 32) witltam Coffee (1835-1913) from Mrgan Co. KY.
William narried Hizabeth Ball. He was the son of 4) Mason W and
Mart ha Ferguson Coffey. Mason (1811- ) was the son of Willtam (1785 -
) and Hizabeth Coffee, of Mrgan Co. KY. Mg wote fromher office
and did not have the dates available, but it the above nanes are
famliar to any of you researchers, Meg woul d appreciate hearing from
you. Her address is in the new nenbers list.

Margie Coffey is researching the Chesley and Jane (d eveland) Coffey
line. She descends through Nebuzarden and Hizabeth (Hays) Coffey.
next. Ananais and Jane (H ndman) Coffey. She then lists Z dner and
MarEanna (Keltner) Coffey. She would 1lke to correspond with others
working on this line. Her address ts in the newcousins Ilst. Mrgie
1s also working on other Coffey lines In Adair Oount(}/. KY. She says
that there are four famly tines in Adair County and they are trying
to determne what relationship if any they have in common. e in
particular is Joseph Coffey Jr. who canme from Christian County to
Adair County. She says that a Joseph and Jean (G aves) Coffey married
In Qunberland County In 1810. Are they Joseph's parents? (The
bi ogr aphi cal sketch appears in the DOCUMENTS GALCRE section.)
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NEW GOUSI NS cont i nued:

Aenn Coffey and his sister Waneta Matney descend from Edward Cof f ey.

Aenn is the genealogist in the famlly. He will provide us with nore

on his famly tree later. -

Robert D. Banks' great great aunt Mary Ellzabeth Banks married william
B. Coffee and they were found in Lockhart, cCaldwell Co.. Texas when
the 1850 census was taken. Wllliam B. was born In Tennessee ca 1813.
Ho was the first nerchant in Lockhart and the first GCounty derk In
Cal dwel | County. They bought and sold many pieces of property In
Lockhart and Caldwell GCounty, but noved to Burnet County before 1860.
The oniy child was a son Al bert Banks Coffee who was born in 1859. He
became a Texas Ranger and had three sons and one daughter. Mary
Elizabeth served as Postnaster of Burnet. Texas from 1871 to 1887
while she ran a general store. She died 16 Feb. 1912 and is burled
wth william B. In the Gd Burnet Cenetery. Albert B died In
Colorado Gty. Texas. 2 Dec. 1933. Hs children were: 1) A bert
Preston Cotfee b. 3 Jan. 1885 2) WIlliam Coffee b. Dec. 1886 3)
Sadie Cotfee b. Jan 1890 3% Aurthur B. Coffee b. Feb. 1899. Robert
Banks woul d be hapr to exchange information wth anyone who has info
on this famly. S address 1s in the new cousins |ist.

Cavid W Coffey says that he Is a long lost cousin who has time for
ramity research again. V¢ are very glad to have him back. He
descends from Martin Coffee b. 15 Sept. 1762, d. 27 Nov. 1867 Russell
Co., KY. and his wife Nancy Hansford, through their son (ol son WI son
Coffey b. abt. 1822, KY died 1906. Lexington, K (olson narried bef.
1845. Rebecca Ann Shackleford who was born abt 1826, KY. Their son.
Wlliam F. (Franklin??) Coffey, b. 27 July 1844. KY died 14 Nar 1883 )
MY KS. was David s g-g-grandfather. William F. Coffey narried 2 Feb.
1860. Russell Co. KY, to Hizabeth Ann Brown, dau. Harvey & Any Brown,
on 19 Mar. 1838, develand Co., K She died in 1902 and is buried In
the Bethel Ceneter , Oeveland Co., K Their youngest son \ésley
Hali Coffey. David s g-grandfather, was b. 26 Mar 1881, Holt Co., MO
and d, 7 Nov. 1956. klahoma Gty, K Wsley nmarried. 9 Nov. 1902.
Ettawah, Oeveland Co., K to Anerica Tennessee Akin who was b. 5 July
1881. MO to Robert G & Nancy N (A exander) Akin. Vsl ey and
Anerica's only son Chattie Coffey was b. 31 Aug. 1903. Chattle Is
Davids grandfather and is still living. Anyone who is working on this
line should contact David at the address In the new cousin section.
He appears to be a very thorough researcher.

Raynmond W Coffey 1s a gift to us from Reva Raby. S nce he is her
brother. We know that he Is a descendent of John Cotfey <(1776-1845),
son of Benjamn Qoffey (1747-1834) and grandson of John and Jane
(Gaves) Cottey and great grandson of Edward and Ann <(Powel ) Cof fey.

DEPARTVENT _QF._ CORRECTI.ONS

Velma Stepp Wlson wites that her ancestor was listed incorrectly In

the Decenber issue. She descends from Martha (Ooffe)g Stapp/Stepp,
daughter of Edward and Ann <(Powell)> Coffey. She h asked 1t the
Elizabeth who narried John Stepp mght have been born a Coffey! This i
John Stepp is the son of Joseph and Hizabeth (Lucas) Stepp and
grandson of Joshua and Martha (Coffey) Stepp. Velma‘s address 1s 3825

Cedar Ave. Long Beach CA. 90807-3219.

st ?__, C
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OBl TUARI.ES
V¢ wish to express our sincere synpathy to the famllles of the

tol lowing COUSI NS.

MAR E | RENE COPELAND AMELL

Marie Amel! ot 421 London St. Petersborough Ontario Canada died at St.
Joseph's General Hospital on Sunday, August 25. 1991, after a vallant
struggle with cancer for several years. She was a Public Health Nurse
wi th Peterborough Health Unit for 20 years and an active menber of the
Cat hol i c Womens League. She was born May 17. 1936 in Oritla., Ontario.
She was the daughter of Janmes J. and Irene (Wl sh) Copeland,
granddaughter of Julia GCoffey and great granddaughter of Patrick
Coftey (lrish emigrant). Marie leaves a husband william D. Amell and

a son David. \& were pri viledged to neet Marie at the 1990 Convention
I n Washi ngt on DC

SUSAN  ¢rpuckER> QOFFEY

Susan (Rucker) Coffey, mother of Lillian Harrell and Juanlta Long,
passed away 11 May, 1991. She lived in Thornhill. TN and was 93 years
ot age. W wish to express our condol ences to her famly. -

HESHERAAABARBRBHE VRS RBHBAFRH SRS HIH IO

DO o000 000

=-BOOKS

Sherrie MLeRoy 111 W Belden. Shernman. Texas 75090. has publi-shed a
short timited edition biography entitled, MSTRESS CF (G EN EDEN. which
she sells out of her home for $8.75 plus tax and shipping. There is
quite a bit in it about Holland Coffee. She has also witten an
historical novel about Sophie, which Is now under conslderation by
Bant am Books. She will let us know when it sells —on the condition
that no famlly nmenber sues her (if you don't 1ike how she interprets
the character). Sherrie has published articles on Sophie in Feb. 1990
issue Ot Texas Htghv\ays and Dec. 1989 issue of True West. | forward
to reading sone of her writings.

: NOTE - NOTE - NOTE
Does anyone know John M Coffee, P.Q Box 5000. Suite 369. Lalona
Beach. CA 92075. H's Decenber newsletter was returned with no
f orwar di ng addr ess.



PAGE 6 aC MARH 92

THE MAILBOX ;v_ Lo

Cray, o
pn

2w prmas TA TSRS . : ; '-' . m = E m‘
Jeff and Kittl Coffey celebrated their 50 th Weddi ng Anniversary on )
Sunday. Jan 26. 1992 at the St. Matthew s United Methodi st Church.

Fellowship Hall, San Antoni o, Texas. CONGRATULATIONS.

J. Askew Coffey says that he has a new nickname. |It's now "Java
Coffey". Pretty clever!

E. Howard Hillls of Madras. OR, wites that he had corresponded with
a lady doing research on the New York line of Coffees. He said that
It was several years ago so she should have quite a lot by now  Any
one researching this line mght like to wite her: Agnes Simmons, Rd
#1. Co. Rt. 23, Constantia. N Y. 13044.

Annette Coffey has been ill. W are so glad that she is better. W
are planning to see her in San Antoni o.

Mrtle Conyers asks where ny street address "G een Berry" cones from
She says that we have several people with the given nane of
Greenberry. Sorry. but it appears that Cole County. MO had a Sheriff
named M. Berry. Hs first nane was G een.

Ella Carpenter wote that she is well. She is thoroughly enjoying her
grand daughter Jennifer who is learning to read. | suspect her grand
daughter will be our next generation geneal ogi st!

Lilllan and Elvin Harrell have been travellng since we say them |ast. '
Lillian says that they probably won't nake It to San Antonio. W hope

they change their mnds as we would certainly mss them W always

look forward to seeing them

Virgil Coffey wites that he and Iva plan to attend the 1992
convention if he canm keep her heart and di abetes under control. |t
seens that she was seriously 11l after the 1991 convention in Boone
but doing better now W hope she stays well. Wat would a
convention be without Virgil and Iva?

Bennie Loftin tried her new conputer out and wote us a letter. She
Is hoping that we will make the trlp to Ireland In 93. She plans to
see us 1n San Antonio. W mssed her last year.

Sarah Holland says that \Wal ker Coffey may have found the father of
Hugh Cotfey. W expect to see Sarah in San Antoni o.

I.V. Crawford of Tyler. TX sends us good news. She says that her
husband' s health is better than it has been in years. W hope it
continues so and she gets to cone to San Antoni o.

Kat hryn Johnson writes that they had a wonderful Christmas as their

son cane hone from Kuwait and they had their grandson honme also. but

then Katnryn had a blood clot. She's doing better now but is In

Cardiac re-had. She says boredomis terrible. We‘ll have to keep her ™
busy with Cottey letters. Hope she's feeling better by now

Noreva Sharr's husband had a stroke Oct.4, but she says that he's
doi ng better now.
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DEAD END ROADS

Carlene Smth is working on the Reuben Cotfey b. 1759 1ine. She woul d
like to know if there is any actual proof of his marriage. A so she
woul d like to know what proof there Is of the nmarriage of Sally
Sumpter t0 Reuben's son Janmes Coffey. Carlene‘s address 1s 2730
Wston Rdge Dr.. Gncinnati, CH 452309.

Dorothy MIller asks if some one can help her with Glbert Coffey b. 31
May 1834. in TN. d. 3 June 1915 in Polk Co.. MO Her address is 533
E. Summt. Bolivar, MD 65613

Lil1ian Thomas needs heIB finding parents for Frank J. Coffee b. 1833,

TN.. nmarried Mariah ??? b. 1839 Iin KY. Their children are all born In

Kentucky. They are Hla 1857. CGertrude 1859. Maria Bell 1861. and Joe

g‘O &863.60Llllian’s address is 211 E Schaumburg Rd., Streamwood, |L
107- 1460.

Juliann MA nnes is searching for her famliy roots. Her grandnother
was Mary Eudora (Coffee/y) Trlbble wife of John Taylor Trlbble. She
was born July 18, 1873 in Ft. Smth. AK Mary Eudora's father was

John Al bert Coffee/y. Juliann isn't sure which spelling of Coffeel/y
that they used. Jullann says that her grandnother told her that "her
not her had di ed when she was Just a young child and her father '
renarried and had nore children". They noved to Texas, farmed, and

later noved to (klahoma. |If you can help Jullann with her research,
ner address is Box 172, Covington, TX 76636.

Mrrtle Conyers needs proof that Rev. (George Washington Ford (b. 1790
MD - where?) was the son of Ellzapbeth Coffee and Ral ph Ford (our

tamily intformation>. CGeorge Ford and Elizabeth Qupp lived near
Tazewel | . A ai bor ne Oount%/_. Tennessee: gave land for present Ford's
Chapel Cenetery. Cannot find Marriage, blrth, death dates for either

tamlly. Ralph Ford, born England; 1lved Frederick - Baltimore County
Maryl and, ca 1774-90: Qainger County, Tennessee 1801-1840 with three
chiidren. WAs the Elizabeth, born 1/52 Frederick County, M.,
daughter of John Coffee, wife of Ralph? Rice., John and Meredith
Cottee were on the Gainger County jury with Ralph Ford. Wre they
rel ated? How? Mirtle needs narriage proof of Elizabeth and Ral ph;
other family information. She will exchange Information. Her address
I's 9007 Fanita Rancho Rd., Cantee. CA 92071.

Gene W Tomlin is |ooking for Parents for his great-grandnot her who
was a Coffey. Her name was Julia and she was born around 1831 and
di ed August 1893. She was narried to Benjamn Rogers Nov. 11, 1856 |n
Anherst County Mirginia. She is buried in Arherst County. Their
children were Sarah ((Gene's grandnother on his fathers side> born In
1858. Mary 1863, lda Ross 1866, and Calvin 1869. BenJjamin Rogers
IS&ved until My 1915. Gene's address is 122 Holgate Dr., Greenvllile,
29615,

Jerry Watley is currently searching for any Information that mght be
available on Ms. Mnnie Coffee who died July 4, 1908, at the age of
32 years, 2 nonths, and 21 days, and was born in Gernmany. She died of
tubercul osis and was buried in McKinney Cenetery |n Sagamon County In
Illinois. Jerry is interested in any relations between Coffee/ Ash/
Dover. Hs address is 405 E 13th St.. Cassville, MD 65625.
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Nancy Fol ey Johnson sends us an interesting question. Accordi n? to
the famly Bible. Henry Foley nmarried Aty (possibly a nicknane fo
Anelia) Cotfey about 1741 (based on the fact that their first child
was born in 1742. The only known reference to them ls one of a |and
sale in Frederick Co. VA, Oder Book #8, p. 74 in which they are both
nanmed and their relationship is identified. Nancy knows not hing nore
about Any or her predecessors. Can you hel p? Nancy Johnson's address
I's 1097 Chinoce Road. Lexington. KY 40502.

V¢ received a letter neant for Leonard Coffey. | hope sonmeone In his
line will help Mary F. Long. She got Len's nane fromthe Bloomlngton
IN Library as a Jones descendant and is hunting for descendants of
Witliam and Mary (Qark) Jones. Mary was the sister of Hannah (d ark)
Davis. They have another sister who stayed In North Carolina and are
children of Capt. William Qark. If you can help Mary Long her
address is 2721 Alen Ave., Indianapolls, |IN 46203.

encer Coffey is trying to identlfy the exact tltles of two books and
their authorsspublishers, which supposedly contain information on the
Revolutionary War - John Coffey. Both of the books may pertain to the
early Cumberiand Presbyterian Church. although that's not been
detinitely confirned. The books titles are sonething similar to,
FLOWERING  OF THE COMBERLAND and SEEDTI ME ON THE CUVBERLAND. Spencer S
address is 8220 S. Russell Road. (ak Grover, MD 64075. Coffey Cousins
woul d like to have this Information too. V¢ would 1ike to print the
answer in the next newsletter.

Kenneth D. Harrison says that he and Vel na Urquhart had new tonbstones
placed on the graves of Henry and Rebecca (Kirk) Coffey in the Bethel
Met hodi st Church Cenetery in Marion County, GA. This cenetery is

| ocated on the south side of Homer Bray Rd. 355 in Marlon Co. Henry
Coffey <«1787-1876)>, son of Revolutionary Wr veteran, Hugh Coffey, Sr.
(13 May 1750 - 26 Apr 1827) and Agnes Montgonery (15 May 1755 - 10 May
1839% of Lancaster District, SC. narried Rebecca Kirk «1792-1872)>,
daughter of Matthew and Grace (Johnson) Kirk, in Lancaster D strict.
SC. ca. 1820. Before 1840 Henry and Rebecca and their siXx chlldren
moved to Miscogee Co., GA.  In 1847 Henry Coffey bought land in

nei ghboring Marion Co. CA and he and Rebecca lived there until their
deaths. Kenneth also has "the rest of the story". He has very good
records on all the rest of the family. Wat Kenneth would 1ike now,
is to hear fromdescendants of Henry Coffey's brothers and sisters.

He says that he wiltl gladly share infornmation that he has gathered on
this particular branch of the Coffeys. Kenneth Harrison's address Is
523 N Main St.. Enterprise, AL 36330.

Noreva Sharr is researching the James Coffey, not connected with the
Edward Coffey lines. She thinks that her Janmes Coffey may be the son
of John Coffey who cane over on the "Show' to Chester PA. Janes was
in the Revolutionary Vr and lived i1n Cherster Co. and Cumberland Co.
PA. He also lived a while in Maryland. Then before 1880 went to
Hbert Co. GA. then to Bedford Co. TN, where he died. Janes Coffey
married Mry Leeper . Thei r great %r anddaught er Mary Mllier Coffey
married Noreva' s grandfather's brot Janes Al exander Pope Nell | .
So far Noreva has not connected this James Coffey to the Edward Cotfey
ltne, though sone of the old incorrect records say he ls., but nits
birth date says that he isn't. She would like to hear from soneone
working on this line. P.Q Box 770. Lucerne Valley, CA 92356.
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Dead End Roads continued:

GQuendolyn @ over is interested in
starting Coffey research. Her
father is Lawence R Coffey. She
lives at 190 d over Rd. Janestown.
KY. 42629.

Qoral Myers 1832 Milton Rd.. Napa. CA 94559 |s researching Grizzeiie
Cotfey. 0. June 6. 1752. d. Nov 22. 1807 in Barren Co. KY. She
married John Hall ca 1775/80. They may have married in PA. because at
least 3 of their children were born in Wash lngton Co. PA.  Their 6th
cnitdwas born in 1789 in Barren Co.. KY. Qpal has information ot a
Gracillia Coftey b. 1789 in Adair Co.. KY. Her parents were Nathani el
and Mary Coffey. Nathaniel Coffey wouid be the right age to be a
brother to Opal's Grizzelle. She wonders i f this was a common famly
name! It anyone has any information on Qpal‘s Gizzelle Coffey,

please drop her a line.

C deteatedYorYeoYesXeoke

DOCUMENTS GALORE

JOSEPH COFFEY SR & JR L‘D..
W received a biographical sketch from Margle Coffey, Columbia KY.
The source is not listed but Margie would 1ike to identify this
family. The first few lines are m ssing.

Joseph Coffey 18 from Russell: County, where he married and engaged In
agricultural pursuits until 1831. when he noved to Christian County,
and bought witd land, and inproved a farm on which he resided until
his death. in March 1834. He was a veteran of the war of 1812 and he
and wfe were life-long nenbers of the M ssionary Baptist Church

Ms. Jane Cotfey departed this life In June. 1861. in her seventy
tirst year. Her father Thomas Graves, was a native of Virginia and In
earty manhood immigrated to Kentucky. first settling near Lexington in
Fayette County. where he inproved a farm and remai ned for severa
years. Later, however, he noved to Russell County. where he resided
until his death. He served as courier for Washington during the
entire Revolutionary struggle. Joseph Coffey Jr. at age of seventeen
left the home farmand settled in Columbia. where he accepted a
position 1n a general store, continuing In the nercantile business as
sal esman and on his own account until 1871. In 1872 he accepted a
position as clerk and assistant cashier In the Bank of Col unbia, and
in 1880 was el ected cashier of the same. which position he still
holds. M. Coffey has been twice married: first Septenber 27, 1859,
to Mss Mary E., daughter of Janes V. and Elizabeth (Lankford) Warden.
She was born in Monticello. Wayne County, KY.. August 9. 1842. and
died at her honme in Colunmbia, Novenber 23, 1861. She was a devoted
menber of the Methodi st Episcopal Church South. M. Coffey next
married, January 20. 1863, Mss Virginia R Page, a native of Adalr
County. born June 16. 1843. She is a daughter of W W and Sophia
(Brawner) Page., both natives of Virginia. Seven children have bl essed
this union as follows: Henry R (deceased), Wllilam A.. John B.

Robert G. George. Sophia and Joseph. Ms. Coffey Is a nenber of the
Presbyterian Church. M. Coffey politically is independent. and

bel ongs to no church or secret order. Cont. next page.
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Joseph Coffey Sr. & Jr. contd
ZI' find a conflict here as THE COFFEYS COF WAYNE COUNTY |ist Joseph

Coffey who narried Mary Warden as the son of Henderson Coffey.
Possibly there were two Mary Warden's.)

1810 Adair Co. KY census

Coffey name Sex 0/10 10/ 16 16/ 26 26/ 45 45/ slave

Cleveland m 4 - 1 - 3
f 2 1 - 1

James m 3 - - 1 - 3
f - 1 1 1

Sale m - - 1 - - -
f 1 - 1 = =

Nat han m 1 2 | i - -
f - 1 1 = 1

Abas|om m 1 - 1 - = 1
f - 1 - - -

Chesley m - 1 3 - 1 1
f - - 1 - 1

Newt on m 3 - 2 - 1
f 2 1 - -

Eli m 1 - 2 - -
f 3 1 - -

Ri chard m 2 - 1 1 - -
f 3 - = 1 =

El i m 1 - - 2 - -
f 3 - 1 - -

Joel m 1 - - 1 - 3
t 3 1 - 1 -

James m 3 - - 1 - 3
f - 1 1 1 -

Nat han m 1 - 1 - - 3
f 1 2 - -

Fi el di ng m 2 1 1 - 2
f 2 - 1 -

Bennie Loftln sent the following information out of Register Aiff In
Gurnesy. W '
Fred Coffey .. .. ... . . . . . . . born 6 June 1880, Dated 13 May 1899,.
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DOCUMENTS GALORE continued:

Sarah Holland sent thls humorous clipping from THE COWERCI AL APPEAL
of Menphis, TN. This writer appears to be veryopinionated, DUl [t
makes for an interesting story and points to records available for
researchers of this line.

EARLY DAY PREACHERS WERE OFTEN UNORTHODOX
by Perre Magness

Part ot a series celebrating The Commercial Appeal's 150th
nniversary - a chance to look back at the |egacies of Menphis as well
as the newspaper's.)

It used to be said that Menphis had nmore churches than ftitiing
stations. That proved Menphis had cone a Iong way from its days as a
rough and ready river town, where ganblers and bootleggers were likely
to pe nore popular than preachers.

The "earliest settlers have. We regret to say._had Ilttle More time.
1f even inclination, to devote to spiritual affairs, and were not to
be conpared in religious zeal to their painted savage predecessors,”
historian O F. Vedder wote in 1888. Gadually though, as settlers
came into the tertile lands of west Tennessee. the forns and ideas of
established religion followed them

Early reli%Lon In Menphis was unconventlonal. The first preaching
recorded in Menmphis was done by a stave, Uncle Harry Lawrence spoke to
a crowd of both blacks and whites at the corner of Min and Wnchester
in 1822, only three years after the city was founded.

In March that year, Rev. Elljah Coffey arrived on a flatboat from
litinots. Coffey was a shoemaker by trade but a preacher at heart.
He tried several denominations. HiStorian James D. Davis wote In
1873 that he "was alternately taken in and turned out by the Bapti st
and the Methodist". He tried the Catholic for a while, but quit when
he found out they discouraged lay preaching. Finally he was
reinstated by the Methodist, who "confined his mnistrations to a
portion of Arkansas where it was thought good character In a mnister
was not required".

He was sti11 around in 1859. when a newspaper notice announced that
"The Reverend M. Coffey was arrested yesterday for being drunk and
e

put in the cal aboose." ~A 1istener once commented to him "Coffey,
that was the darndest. neanest sernon 1 ever heard." Coffey replied,
"Vell. | generally adopt ny sermons to suit the congregation".

Silas Toncray was another colorful - and versatile - early preacher.
He was described as “silversmith, watchnaker, engraver. sign painter.
doctor, dentist and dru%glstﬂ' Davis said he was an "inconsistent
man. ignorant In everything except mechanism, and it was a pity he had
not confined hinself exclusively to It". He preached mostly t0

blacks. and built a chapel for "them at Main and Overton in the late
1830s. Both Toncray and Coffey served as alderman during the early
days, and Coffey was mayor for a short tinme.

IR0
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TEXAS
Since we are going to Texas in May, | thought It mght be appropriate
to print sone history of the Texas branches of Coffey’s. M/ source

being Jerry Coftey of Piano. TX. He as a wealth of interestlng Coffee
information on Holland and Doss Coffee.

COUNTY' S FI RST BU LDI NG WAS CEDAR SPRI NGS FORT
by A C Geene of Dallas, a coordinating director of the Center of
Texas Studies at the University of North Texas.

"THE DALLAS MORNI NG NEWS"
Sunday. April 7. 1991

Al though Dallas is the oldest town in Dallas County. it was not the
site ot the first structure erected by settlers In the county. That
structure was a rickety "pole hut" erected where a few years later,
the separate town of Cedar Springs would rise.

In January 1841, Col. WG Cooke of the arny of the Republic of
Texas reached the Red River after struggllng north from Austin In an
attenpt to establish the MIitary Road.

Havi ng skirted nmuch of the frontier on his way north, he ordered
Capt. Willlam Houghton to take a detachnent of soldiers and retrace
the route to Cedar Springs on the Trinity and build a fort there. It
was to be one of a chain of posts along the Milltary Road that Col.
Cooke's expedition was supposed to lay out from Holland Coffee's
trading post on the Red River to Austin.

On Feb. 17. 1841, Col. Cooke, arriving back in Austin, reported to

the War Departnment: "1 have established two permanent posts after
laying out the road - one on Red R ver above Coffey's Station (Fort
Johnson).... the other at the cedar bluffs, on Trinity River.

Em grants are ready at this time to settle near the Trinity post."
(The Austin Gty CGazette of that date quoted Col. Cooke as saying, "At
the post on the Trinity a conmpany of regulars is stationed.")

Late in January, the Houghton party (possibly wth Col. Cooke
present) had thrown up a picket building at the springs. But events
outside Col. Cooke's control dooned the outposts: On March 2. he was
ordered by the War Departnment in Austin to disband the forts and the
troops on the Red River and Trinity. The Republic of Texas was al nost
broke and couldn't afford to keep a standing arny.

The Cedar Springs "fort" was occupied for only a few weeks, and it
was never officially garrisoned. But the post on the Trinity was
undoubtedly the first structure built by nen of European descent In
Dal las County.

When settlers from Fanning county began arriving at Cedar Springs
not long after, one of their nunber wote that they had adopted what
was |eft of the post to civllian use. Although the fort was
successful, Cedar Springs was !mportant as a watering spot on the
hi ghway, or as It canme to be called, Preston Road. Wthin three years
a town grew up there.

The slte In Dallas today is In the vicinity of Cedar Springs Road
and Kings Roaa, north of (Qak Lawn.
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JOSHUA DAVID "DCSS COFFEE (1837-1915)
by Jerry Coffee

During the winter of 1861 the Texas Legislature divided the state
into thirty-three "brigade districts" 1n each ot which all able-bodied
men between the aaes of eighteen and fifty years. With necessary
exceptions, were to be enrolled In conpanies subject to the call of
the Contederate Government. This was known as the "Conscript Law' of
April 16. 1862. The limt of service was for three years or for the
duration ot the war. It 1s estimated that Texas furnished between
50.000 to 60.000 nen for milltary service.

~Some served by securing appointments near home. 1in the Texas Militia
district brigade units. Canany A. 14th brigade was sgt. Joshua David
Coffee's unit. Conscript officers were to seek-out those attenpting
to avoid service by fleeing the state into the lahoma Territory.

QO hers lingerea With their tamilies. hiding in the woods and nhtlis to
escape the officers and brigade troops in the Fannin. cCollln, Hunt and
G ayson County District. e 14th brigade was conmanded by Brigadier
General A H Pace. The whole story 1s a painful one, but 1t could
hardly have been otherwi se. wnile in the brigade. Sgt. Coffee was
ordered to hunt down and capture many of his friends and neighbors.
These men were treated as such when found. \Wen a desperate war is
being wagea. When the eneny is thundering at the gates, perfect

tol erance can hardly be expected for any expressions of sympathy with
the invader.

Atter hostilities ended, conditions In the state grew worse at the
hands of the union regulators and the negro State Pollce. Runors were
afl oat ot dire punishnments to be inflicted upon rebels by the
victorious yankees. _ .

Oh May 29th. 1865. General Sheridan was assigned to the comand of
the U S M IltarV Division of the Southwest. headquarters in New
O'leans. General Sheridan to provide against local resistance by the
Texas Mititia. issued orders. June 30th. that no hone guards or
guerrillas for self-protection should be aliowea anywhere In the
state. By the same order neighborhoods infested with these groups
were to be responsible for the deeds of the latter - an act 1ndicative
ot the harsh suspicion with which Sheridan always regarded Texas.

Surrender stations were established at the nost inportant points.
These were Houston t«Harr1sCo.). Galveston (Galveston CO0.). Bonham

Fannin Co.). San Antonio (Baxter Co.). Marshalt (Harrison Co.). and

rownsville (WIIlacy Co.?. The U.S. Mlitary Regulators now proceeded
to confiscate ali property of the "hold-outs”™ that would not
Imediately surrender to the new authorities. However. nost of the
proper%y had al ready been seized by the yankees before the official
surrender.

Many ot the Texas MIlitia units, in fact, never surrendered at atl
but SIﬁp|Y di shanded, even before the conference in New Ol eans -

"that would facilitate the pronmpt and satisfactory restoration of
rel ations between Texas and the United States CGovernment."

A 1ively exodus to central and southwest Texas ensued. Mich of
which was wila and unsettled and tnnabited by Indians - who preferred
not to see any white settlers. The fleeing Gen. Joe Shelby. with a
force estimated variously at from three thousand to twelve thousand
men. was on his way to .ioin MaxImilltan in Mexico and he levied upon
the county as he passed along. They were aided on many occasions by
the Indians in the area. who synpathized with the "grav-riders"
struggle. . . .

Joshua,., fearing reprisal by the regulators. tied Fannin County for
the relative safety of the Indian territory. abandoning his hone and
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property. He successfully evaded capture by union regul ators who
bel i eved he was fornerly wth "Bloody Blil" Anderson's guerllla band.
This belief was fueled by the confusion near the end of the war in the
northeast Texas area. MIlitianen were often thought to be Confederate
guerrillas. Capt. Willlam Terrell, commanding officer of Conpany A,
aided the regulators after the war ended, identifying and searching
for his fornmer Confederate conrades.

Exhausted and thinking of his young wife Mary, Joshua did not seek
Gen. Shel by's detachment, but chose to stop in the unsettled area west
of Comanche County, on the border of the Indian |lands. The retreat
ended for Joshua by 1870. His son, John Taylor, was born. Young
John, wunable to pronounce "Joshua" or "Josh" called him "Doss". ' the
nane he preferred thereafter.

He remained in Brown County with his famly until his death In 1915,
at the age of 76 years. He is burled in the Mukewater Cenetery near
Bangs, Texas.
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Jerry Coffee states: "The entry route from the East into Texas for our
Coffee's cane though Fannin County. This trading post at Preston (Ft.
Johnson) was the only crossing of the Red R ver Into the Cklahoma
Territory fromthe South (Texas) side. The "MIlitary Road" passes
through there before i1t disappeared Into the Indian (Cklahonma)
Territory. However in 1840 nost of the area, Texas and Ckl ahoma, was
Indian Territory.

Sherrie S. MLeRoy of Sherman. Texas tells us that the Miseum of G eat
Plains in Lawmon, Gklahoma has reconstructed Holland's first trading
post on their grounds. Holland hinself 1s burled In Gayson County;

t hough his house and trading post are now gone, the nmuseum |n Sherman
has a permanent exhibit on them Possibly sonme of the cousins m ght
like to make a stop through here on their way to San Antonio.
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CONVENTION-REUNION Tl ME | S AT HAND
Dear Cousi ns,

AnAAAA

Thls is your last reminder that we gather May 1- 3, 1992 |In San
Antoni o, Texas. A sightseelng tour IS scheduled Friday norning My :l
to leave from Econolodge Airport at 9:00 In the norning and return
about 1:00 in the afternoon - cost is $12.00 per person. Stops on
the tour witl include the Alamo and Mexi can Market anong ot hers.
Friday evening dinner on R ver Boats as they traverse the famed San
Antonio Rver Wl k area. (Cost $23.00 per person includes tip. Linmt
40. | have a fewseats left - first ones getting their noney to me
get these seats.

- Saturday noon - our traditional banquet - cost $12.00 per person
Includes tax and tip. Expect a BIG surprise!!!

Wat | need NONVis for you to send ne your registration forns so |
can firmup with our tour conpany and caterers how nmany to be ready to
serve. Money with your registration woul d be appreciated (essenti al
for a Rver Dnner Seat) since | have put up sonme deposits and nust
prepay other events BEFCORE THEY HAPPEN !'!

The usual hospitality roomwlll be available Friday thru Sunday
noon to display and review geneal ogical material. V¢ expect to have a
copi er available al so.

Make_your _Mdt el _reservati.ons—_direct _to (512)344-4581__for special..
Cotfev Cousins rates. Any roons not taken by about April 15 will be
released.

If you have sent tour andror R ver dinner noney | assune you will
al so be at Saturday banquet-but woul d appreci ate hearing from you
(wth noney) that you expect to attend. Sure would hate for you not
to have a seat at the table for the Bl G gathering

with Cousinly |ove,
Cousi n Jeff

OCONVENTI ON 1992

nunber of persons dol lars
SI GHTSEEI NG - SAN ANTONI O $12.ea $ il
DNNER ON THE R VER (FRI. NIGHT) $23.ea L NS —
COC ANNUAL BANQUET (Sat. Noon) s12.ea o ... YO S
Tot al . -~ "
Return to:
Jeff Coffey

3102 M ndoro
San Antoni 0. Texas 78217
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DOCUVENTS GALORE contd:

Vel ma Stepp WIlson has sent us an excerpt from a book PEAPCE.,
BARTLETT. MATTHEWS. SMART. and ALLIED LI NES which was complled by
Janmes Alonzo Matthews Jr. The book has thls to say about the Coffey
Family: '

V. Ephraim Allison, the fifth son of Willlam and Lucy Allison was born
about 1775 in WIlkes County. North Carolina. He narried Ellzabeth
Coffee (Coffey), a noted famlly of Virginia who later noved to Wilkes
County. There were eight or nine brothers in the Coffey family, and
many of themserved in the War of 1812. Nathan, Jesse. Absolom,
Nebuzaradan, and Cleveland were sone of the soldiers. Coffeen,
Illinois, was naned for a brother of Elizabeth's who cane to Illinois
about the tine the Pearces, Perkinses, and other families from
Kentucky settled in Montgonery, Sanganon and Madi son County. Ephrai m
Allison cane to Mssouri with his two brothers and first halted at New
Frankiin in Howard County, thence on to Cooper County, taking up his
resi dence near Boonville, where he spent his life. He died In March
1845. Ephraim and Elizabeth (Coffey) Alison had the following
chlldren: Thomas, Lucy, Nancy, Rebecca, Elizabeth. Matllida and

wWill lamAllison.
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