
OFFEY COUSINS' 
LEARINGHOUSE 

September, 2001 
Issue NO. 84 ISSN 0749-758X 

COUSINS LOSE MAJOR RESEARCHERS 
In the last quarter we have lost 

Marvin D. Coffey, Eugene Brewington 
and Ella Carpenter, all long time 
Coffey researchers. 

Marvin's book, James B. Coffey is the 
major research tool to many who assist 
new researchers and even for our own 
lines. I'm sure no one would dispute 
the fact that it is one of the really good 
genealogy books written. 

We were fortunate to have had 
Marvin and Wanda Coffey at the April 
Coffey Convention. He had a stroke 
only a few weeks after getting home 
from the trip. Loosing him is a real 
loss, not only as a genealogist but as a 
friend. Marvin was always willing to 
help anyone. I relied on his good 
judgement when faced with disputed 
matters on the newspaper. He always 
came through with reliable answers. 

Gene Brewington also wrote Coffee/y 
books; Hugh Coffey & His Descendents 
and Peter Coffee & His Descendents. 
Gene also retyped, out of print Coffee/ 
y books and made them available to 
researchers working these lines. This 
was a very valuable service. Gene was 
also one who was ready to help an­
other researcher anytime that he 
could. He also hosted a Coffey Conven­

tion in Oklahoma City where we had 
the opportunity to meet his wife 
Willie. 

Ella Carptenter was probably not 
known by as many of our researchers 
as the other two, but she was the first 
one to respond when I joined Coffey 
Cousins. She was doing Coffey re­
search before most of us knew what it 
was. I always appreciated her help. 

Your Cousin, 
Bonnie 
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OBITUARIES 

MARVIN D. COFFEY 
Marvin D. Coffey, 71, former Chair­
man of the Department of Biology of 
what is now Southern Oregon 
University, died Tuesday, June 26, 
2001 at Heaarthstone Manor, 
Med ford, OR. Funeral services were 
held at the LDS Church, Medford and 
interment followed at the Scenic Hills 
Memorial Park, Ashland. 
Mr. Coffey was born April 25, 1930 
in Midvale, Idaho. He married Wanda 
Kirchgestner on June 6, 1952 in the 
Idaho Falls, Idaho LDS temple. 
In 1952 he graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Zoology from Brigham 
Young University and in 1953 he 
received an M.A. in Zoology and 
Entomology. He graduated from what 
is now Washington State University, 
Pullman, WA, in 1957 with a PhD. in 
Entomology. After graduation he 
came to Ashland to teach at Southern 
Oregon College. After a one year stint 
at Fresno State University in 1964 he 
returned to Ashland and served as 
Chairman of the Department of 
Biology from 1965-1969. He also did 
research on sabbatical at Texas A & M, 
University of Kentucky, Brigham 
Young Universtiy and Oregon State 
Universtiy. He retired in 1995. 
Mr. Coffey was an active member of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday 
Saints and held several leadership 
positions in the church, including 
bishop. He initiated the LDS Institute 
in 1960 by teaching the first classes. 
Mr. Coffey loved to travel and was an 
avid gardener and genealogist, 
privately publishing three books on 
his family history. He had a lifelong 
love for insects and their role in the 
environment and was curator of the 
Insect Collection at Southern Oregon 
University. He was a member of the 
Rogue Valley Genealogical Society, 
Entomological Society of America, and 
served as a consultant to the Rogue 
Valley Vector Control District. 
Survivors include his wife, Wanda K. of 
Medford, three sons: Greg of St. 
Charles, MO., Mark of Lake Oswego, 
OR.; Todd of Ann Arbor, ML; two 
daughters; Susan Clark of Midland, 
ML; and Lorilee Rellaford of American 
Fork, Ut; a sister, Pauline Douglas of 
Areata, CA. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, two brothers, 
and two sisters. 
(Obit provided by Wanda Coffey. We 
wish to express our sympathy to the 
family.) 

ELLA MAE CARPENTER 

Ella Mae Carpenter, age 91, of 
Orlando, FL, formerly of Tazewell, TN, 
was born October 27, 1909 and passed 
away on July 2, 2001 in Orlando. She 
was a longtime native of Indian Creek 
Community in Thorn Hill and the 
Springdale Community in Tazewell, 
TN. She was a former member of the 
Springdale Baptist Church and the 
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First Baptist Church of Union Park. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Rector Carpenter; step-sons, 
Hugh and George Carpenter; parents 
Orlander and Orlena Coffey; brothers, 
General, Emitt and Paris Coffey; sisters, 
Elsie Jaynes and Lillie Dalton; 
grandson, Clifford Carpenter, Jr. She 
is survived by her sons and daughter-
in-law, James Orlando and Inez 
Carpenter of Phoinix, AZ, Clifford 
Doyle and Ina Lee Carpenter, of 
Orlando, FL; brother, Carson Coffey of 
Franklin, OH; sister, Delta Coffey of 
Morristown. Burial was in the Fairview 
Cemetery, Tazewell, TN. 

(We thank Clifford Carpenter for 
sending the obituary and express 
our sympathy to all of Ella's 
family.) 

EUGENE H. BREWINGTON 

Eugene H., 86, passed away, 
Monday, July 9, 2001. He was born 
October 31, 1914 in Moko, AR to 
Marion J. And Mattie Jane (Golden) 
Brewington. On December 12, 1946, 
he married Willie Ector McCullar in 
Ada, OK. He honorably served his 
country in the U.S. Army, 1st 
Division. He attended OCU and 
University of Oklahoma. After 40 
years of service, he retired from SW 
Bell Telephone Co. He enjoyed 
Oklahoma History, Genealogy, and 
compiled several books of family 
history as well as researching the 
Oklahoma Constitution. He 
attended the Kelham Baptist 
Church. He was preceded in death 
by his parents; brother, Q. R. 
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Brewington; stepmother, Florence 
Brewington. He is survived by his 
wife Willie; sister, Beth Morris of 
Midwest City; children, Cass 
Christian and wife Joyce of 
Stillwater, OK; Cherrie Shelnutt and 
husband Bill of Frederick, MD. He 
was interred at Lightning Ridge 
Cemetery. 
(We thank Gayle Carson for sending 
the obit published in "The Daily 
Oklahoman", Wed. July 11, 2001. 
We express our sympathy to all of 
Gene's family.) 

DIVISION OF CORRECTIONS 

* Marguerite Jobes, says that we cut 
the "m" off of her email address. It 
should be; mimjy@webtv.net. She 
also says to tell everyone that she 
doesn't need to save her money for 
boots and a western hat, she already 
has them and is ready to go. We-ha!! 
Good for Marguerite. 

mailto:mimjy@webtv.net
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Dear Cousins, 

When September gets here we 
always tend to think that summer is 
over - but we still have some hot 
weather to go in San Antonio. School 
is starting and we get into the school 
year mode. Even those of us who are 
retired are affected by this change 
going on. 

Now we should be looking to the 
future - specifically the end of April 
2002. A great plan and program has 
been made and it should be a real fun 
AND there will be a special opportu­
nity to hear one of the very well 
known internationally acclaimed Gene­
alogists speak to US. The next newslet­
ter will be giving more details. When 
they come - get on the phone and 
make your reservations!!!!!!! 

Keep cool and enjoy the scenery 
and smell the roses. 

Cousin Jeff 

May your neighbors respect you, 

Trouble neglect you, 

The angels protect you, 

And heaven accept you. 

2001 

NEW ADDRESSES 

Faye McQuilllng, 1653 Farm Meadow 
Dr., Greenwood, IN 46143 

Susan Coffey-Wooten - new email: 
mzwooten2@msn.com 

Bennie Loftin - new email: 
bloftin34@juno.com 

Jack Coffee - new email: 
jkc@usa.com 
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Ancestor 

J. B. McCarley, II, 1512 Parker St, Amarillo, TX 79102 
Martin E. DeLille, 5445 N. Meadows Blvd, Columbus OH 43229 Mason 
Judith M. Steenson, 825 W. Rosewood St., Rialto, CA 92376 
Richard H.(Dick) Coffey, 927 -26th St., Peru, IL 61354 Wm. Franklin 

NEW COUSINS 

* Martin E. DeLille is researching 
his wife's Coffee line. We placed a 
query in the last issue, page 7 of CCC. 
They are looking for information on 
the family of Mason Coffee born about 
1811 and married Martha Ferguson. 
Martin's wife is "Josephine Phipps 
DeLille" who descends from Chauncey 
Phipps, Clara (Coffey) Phipps, Isaac 
Coffey, and Mason Coffey. They are 
still searching for cousins from the 
families in the area and are putting 
more effort in searching further in the 
past. Martin and Josephine's address 
is 5445 N. Meadows Blvd., Columbus, 
OH 43229 

* Dick Coffey says, "During a recent 
trip to research my family history I 
stopped at a library in Jamestown Ky. 
While there I found your address in a 
book called 'Coffey Cousins' 
Clearinghouse.'" Dick lives in 
northern Illinois and has info that 
leads him to believe that his family 
history starts in Northern Ky. or 
Fentress County Tenn. His great 
grandfather was named William 
Franklin Coffey. He was born in 
Fentress County TN on Oct. 25, 1849. 
Dick's great-great grandfather was 
named William Coffey and may have 
been nicknamed Speck or Speckled. 
He was born about 1817 in Fentress 

County Tenn. It is rumored that he 
was a full blooded Cherokee Indian but 
this may not be true. If you can help 
Dick, his email address is: 
dcoffey@ivnet.com His address is in 
the new cousins list. 

COMPUTER NEWS 

Hello Cousins, 
The Coffey Cousins Clearinghouse Index 
is up to date, thanks to Reams Goodloe 
and can be found through the web 
page. Check it out. 
I have a new email address. It is; 
jkc@usa.com 

Best regards - Jack 

This is the URL for Coffey Cousins: 
http:// 
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/ 
~coffeycousins/coffeycousins.html 

mailto:dcoffey@ivnet.com
mailto:jkc@usa.com
http://
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/
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CURRENTS IN THE STREAM 

* Nancy Williams says that since Lloyd 
Bockstruck has agreed to be one of the 
guest speaker for the 2002 Coffey 
Cousins Convention in Dallas that it 
might be appropriate to tell about the 
web site for Lloyd Bockstruck's 
Saturday Column in the Texas Living 
Section of the Dallas Morning News. 
Nancy says that she was thinking that 
since Jo Langwell said Lloyd agreed 
to do a free 2 hr. seminar next April 
for the Coffey Cousins, people might 
be interested in starting to tap his 
brain now. Every week he reports on 
some unusual resource. 

Anyone who pulls up his column on 
Saturday can read it free, email it or 
print it. However; anyone who waits 
until 12:01 a.m. Sunday, will have to 
pay $2 to get it up out of archives. 

In his June 2nd column, he lists 
where to get what he calls, 

"UNDOUBTEDLY THE MOST 
IMPORTANT GENEALOGICAL FINDING 

AID FOR THE UNITED STATES" 
He is referring to a set of CDs 

prepared by the Mormons that had 
just come out. Nancy doesn't recall 
that strong an endorsement before. 

Nancy says, "The person I talked to 
said that the Dallas County Gene­
alogical Society has a "LOCK-IN" at the 
library periodically. I wonder if the 
Coffey's would have any interest in 
being locked in the library at 9 or 10 
p.m. the Thursday night before the 
CCC in April. All those books, 
computers, CDs and no one else to 
bother us...I'd love that but my 
husband would just shake his head 
and walk off." 

2001 

* Another email from Nancy Williams 
worth taking note of. 
Lloyd Bockstruck: 1880 census index 
plugs holes 06/02/2001 

By LLOYD BOCKSTRUCK 
The Dallas Morning News 

The best news coming out of the 
National Genealogical Society's 
Conference in Portland, Ore., this 
month was the release of the every-
name index to the 1880 census of the 
United States. In 1907, the govern­
ment published the 1790 census 
results of Connecticut, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island and South Carolina. Now 
all census records from 1790 to 1880 
are indexed. Because of the passage of 
the Social Security Act requiring proof 
of age of Americans who lacked birth 
certificates, the government indexed 
the 1880 census for all households in 
which at least one person was under 
the age of 11. Calculating that those 
individuals would be the ones whose 
ages would need to be verified, the 
government created an index with one 
card featuring households and another 
cross-referencing people living with 
someone other than their parents. 
There were many omissions from 
those records. The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints devoted 
years to creating an every-name index 
to the 1880 census for the entire 
country. The result is undoubtedly the 
most important genealogical finding 
aid for the United States. Without 
technological advances, access to the 
50 million Americans on the 1880 
census would not have been possible. I 
had a great-great-great-grandfather 
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who immigrated from Bavaria in the 
early 1840s via the port of New 
Orleans and made his way to St. Louis. 
While he appeared in all of the city 
directories until the Civil War, he and 
his family are not on the 1850 census. 
He was in St. Louis in 1860 and in 
southern Illinois in 1870. By 1880 he 
had returned to St. Louis. His wife had 
died by the time of the census, and he 
did not appear on the 1880 index 
created by the federal govern-ment. 
On the computer, I was able to retrieve 
him. Unbeknownst to me, he had a 
new wife. 
The Mormon index includes the names 
of each person in the household along 
with age, race, sex, relationship, occu­
pation and place of nativity. The index 
consists of a set of compact discs. It 
sells for $49 plus $5 shipping and may 
be ordered from Family History 
Support, Family and Church History 
Department, 50 East North Temple St., 
Salt Lake City, UT 84140-3400, 
or by telephone at 1-800-346-6044. It 
is a bargain. 
Lloyd Bockstruck is supervisor of the 
genealogy section of the J. Erik 
Jonson Central Library. Address 
questions to: Family Tree, Texas Living 
section, P.O. Box 655237* Dallas, TX 
75265. 
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DEAD END ROADS 
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*Ellen Wagner wonders if the reason 
that Deborah Everitt left Jordan Coffey 
out as a child of Jane Coffey and 
Benjamin Fitzgerald (Issue 83, page 15, 
person #10), was that his parentage 
can't be verified. She wants to know if 
anyone has information to the 
parentage of John Jack Coffey, also of 
Nelson Co. VA. Ellen's email address 
is: RDECWagner@AOL.COM 
Ellen says that at their Edward Douglas 
Coffey family reunion in Lexington, VA 
over Memorial week end, the clerk on 
duty at the desk at the Days Inn 
turned out to be in the Coffey clan. 
She is Ann Crist Cox of the William 
Henry Coffey line. Her grandmother 
and Ellen's grandfather were first 
cousins. Ellen sent what she learned 
about Ann to John Taylor to add to his 
Nelson County Coffey information. 

*Gayle Harvey descends from Fielding 
and Sarah Jane (Hughes) Coffey from 
Russell Co. KY. She says that Fielding 
married Nancy Coffey first and Sarah 
is his second wife. She would like to 
know who this Fielding's parents were. 
You can write to Gayle at 245 Johnny 
Harvey Rd., Breeding, KY 42715 or 
email: claysgg@duo-county.com 

*Jennifer Philbeck is researching her 
husband's family and needs some 
help. They are looking for 
information on Albert Tindall Coffey, 
Jr. born, ca 1925 who married Martha 

sites. He says it's a good idea to check it Sue Crowe. Jennifer can be contacted 
out. Visit at: by email at: moomomtoo@yahoo.com 
WWW.LINKLINE.COM/PERS0NAL/XYM0X7 or by writing P.O. Box 801, Woodruff, 
FRAUD/FRAUD.HTM SC 29388. 

TAKE NOTE: 

* Rod Coffey has found a web site which 
lists fraudulent lineage and genealogy 

mailto:RDECWagner@AOL.COM
mailto:claysgg@duo-county.com
mailto:moomomtoo@yahoo.com
http://WWW.LINKLINE.COM/PERS0NAL/XYM0X7
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* Karen Kay Esberger is trying to 
determine the children and further 
descendants of H. Patrick Caffey/ 
Coffey and Cynthia Amanda Caroline 
Tillman who were married on 15 April 
1859 in Yalobusha Co. MS. Karen 
would greatly appreciate help at: 
email: annakay48@hotmail.com or by 
writing P.O. Box 116, Midlothian, TX 
76065. 

*Julie Duncan Wilbur is looking for 
information on Sarah Elizabeth 
Huffman Coffee. She was the wife of 
Hiram, who died in Grayson, TX in 
1851. The 1850 Census of Grayson, 
Co., TX is the last one Julie has that 
lists her. She is also mentioned in 
Hiram's probate records and at that 
time her youngest child was 12 years 
old. Julie's email is 
gogogranny4@hotmail.com 

2001 

COL. JOHN T. COFFEE 

DOCUMENTS GALORE 
Linda Roberts found this and thought 
it will probably help someone. 
SS Minnesota - sailed; 
Liverpool, England and Queenstown, 
Ireland to New York, May 3, 1869 

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
PORT OF NEW YORK 

228 Catherine Coffey 50 F 
Matron Gt. Britain 

229 Peter Coffey 20 M 
Labr Gt-Britain 

230 Brid Coffey 20 F 
SDin Gt.Britain 

Jerry Coffee, author of this article, has 
written about Col. John T. in prior 
issues. Col. John T. was a officer in the 
Confederate Army and was considered 
a hero by the Confederate sympa­
thizers in Missouri. His military 
service has been covered in "The 
Missouri Historical Review" but I have 
not been able to secure permission to 
reprint the story. It has a copyright. 
Jerry is adding what happened after 
the war to a group of Southern 
officers, including Col. John T. They 
ended their exodus in Texas. 

CoL John T. Coffee (1818-1890) 
returned to Austin Texas from 
Brownsville, Texas and surrendered to 
Colonel George A. Custer. He then 
retired to Georgetown, Texas, which is 
20 miles north of Austin and started a 
goat farm. He died in Georgetown on 
May 23,1890 and is buried in the 
I.O.O. F Cemetery. 
The command of the Confederate 
troops in Missouri was given to Colonel 
J. O. Shelby instead of Coffee after the 
Battle of Newtonia, Missouri. That was 
because Coffee got drunk after defeat­
ing the Union troops at Newtonia and 
was disciplined by General Hindman in 
Arkansas. After his court martial for 
drunkenness was dropped, Colonel 
Coffee resigned his commission and 
left for Brownsville, Texas to seek 
refuge in Mexico and continue the war 
from there. 
Before the war, Coffee received a letter 
from President Lincoln asking him to 
raise a regiment of Union cavalry In 
S.W. Missouri. Coffee burned the letter 
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and raised a regiment of Confederate 
cavalry. At the Battle of Newtonia, 
Coffee was in command of the 22nd 
Texas Cavalry from Hunt County Texas 
and Hawpes Battery of mountain 
cannon. There are many Civil War 
artifacts and documents at the Coffee 
home in Georgetown today. They 
include a letter from General J.E.B. 
Stuart approving procurement of 
horses and tack. 

James G. Stevens (1823-1889) a former 
Hunt County judge in Texas, and 
Confederate officer was born in 
Alabama. Stevens entered the Con­
federate Army, Nov. 6, 1860 as part of 
the 22nd Texas Cavalry, which he help 
raise in Hunt County. He was elected 
major in January 1862 and was 
promoted to Colonel in command of 
the regiment later that year. He led the 
22 nd Regiment at the Battle of 
Newtonia, Missouri in October 1862 
under the command of Colonel John T. Civil War. He made it all the way to 
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Coffee, like Breckinridge, also thought 
he would be hung for treason, so in 
1865, he left Missouri for Brownsville, 
Texas. He was prepared to seek 
refuge and continue the war in Mexico 
under Maximillian. Also at the end of 
the war, General Joseph Shelby moved 
into Texas with a large number ex-
Confederates, recruiting men along 
the way that were willing to support 
the war. He got as far as Mexico City 
and realized the Cause was hopeless 
and returned to Missouri. Later, 
Coffee and Shelby were advised by 
Federal authorities that no charges of 
treason or charges that they used 
Quantrell's guerrillas would be 
brought against them. 

Joseph O. Shelby (1830-1897) The 
most be-loved man in Missouri, 
married a distant cousin also named 
Shelby. General Jo Shelby made his 
exodus to Mexico at the close of the 

Coffee. After the battle, Colonel Coffee 
arrested Stevens for cowardice and his 
troops were dismounted and the horses 
were sent back to Texas. Although 
Stevens was soon returned to the 
command of his troops, he resigned in 
November, confessing that he was 
"entirely unable" to control his men. 

Mexico City along with a number of 
Confederate officers and their staff. It 
is known in Texas as the "Shelby 
Expedition". The members of the 
expedition included two ex-governors 
of Texas and General Hindman of the 
Trans-Mississippi. At the Battle of 
Newtonia, Missouri, Shelby organized 
and commanded a company of Although Coffee was In command of 

two cavalry regiments and a battery of cavalry under the command of 
artillery, he was retained at the rank of Colonel John T. Coffee. Shelby, like 
colonel. This may have led to his Coffee, refused a commission in the 
eventual resignation after General Union Army. He, at his own expense, 
Hindman dropped the court-martial for organized a company of Confederate 
drunkenness. cavalry. The Texas 34* Cavalry, 

22nd Texas Cavalry, Joseph Bledsoe's 
Breckinridge may have been charged Battery of Trezevant C. Hawpe's 21st 
with treason also. Colonel John T. Texas Cavalry under the command of 
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Colonel Coffee were all part of the 
encampment known as Camp Coffee, 
near Newtonia, Missouri in September, 
1862. These regiments from North 
Texas were later organized into 
Polignac's Brigade and in the spring of 
1862, defeated the federal forces In 
the Red River Campaign in Louisiana. 
Shelby, along with a few hundred well-
disciplined and orderly men, with all 
their cannons, arms, and ammunition, 
crossed the Arkansas River, and 
continued through the Indian Nations 
into North Texas. They marched from 
Bonham to Corsicana through Waco, 
Austin, and San Antonio to Eagle Pass 
on the Rio Grande River and at Piedras 
Negras, they sank their Confederate 
guidon in the river, in what came to be 
known as the "Grave of the 
Confederacy". After arriving in Mexico, 
they sold their weapons, except for 
pistols, to the rebel forces of Benito 
Juarez. After that, they were 
permitted to pass to the south and on 
to Mexico City. 

It's easy to be pleasant 
When life flows by like a song. 
But the man worthwhile is the one 

who can smile 
When everything goes dead wrong. 
For the test of the heart is trouble, 
And it always comes with years. 
And the smile that Is worth the praises 

of earth 
Is the smile that shines throught the 

tears. 

2001 

COLLINS COFFEY STORY 

My "Genelogia", (May/June 
2001) published by the Mo-
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
715, Jefferson City, MO 65102, 
printed an interesting story 
about our Collins Coffey. You 
need a little of the leader to 
understand why this was printed. 
I quote the Genelogia; 

HISTORY OF SOUTH MISSOURI -
NORTH ARKANSAS 1844 Trough 
Civil War 
This book was printed in 1907 
and authored by Col. William 
Monks. A hand written note in 
the front dated 1966 states "be 
sure to save the Quill as the 
article about Wm. Monks is a 
book he wrote of civil war." 
Obviously a magazine titled "The 
Quill" was publishing some of 
this book as it begins with 
"Editors Note: The Quill today is 
publishing the first installment 
of historical sections of the 
book, (unreadable)" Col. 
Monks describes the book as 
being "an account of the early 
settlements, the Civil War, The 
Ku-Klux Klan and times and 
places." "It begins in 1844 about 
the time the writer moved to 
Fulton Co. Arkansas and was 
employed as a mail carrier from 
there to Rockbridge, then the 
county seat of Ozark County." It 
was originally printed by the 
Journal Printing, Co., of West 
Plains in 1907, and today is 
scarce with only a limited 
number of conies still in 
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existence. **It is not known 
r* where copies of "The Quill" or 

the original book can be found.** 
The Mo. Genealogical Society has 
a few photocopied pages. 

(I will excerpt to the story about 
Collins Coffey. For more write to 
the Mo. Genealogical Society.) 

In 1858 the author sold out on 
the North Fork of White river 
(AR) and moved into Howell 
County (MO) and located 11 
miles southwest of West 
Plains,....was appointed constable 
of Benton Township and in the 
year 1860 was elected constable 
of Benton township, commenced 
reading law in the year 1858. In 

C the year 1860 West Plains was 
said to be the best, neatest, 
prettiest town in South Missouri 
and contained about 200 
inhabitants; had a neat frame 
court house in the center of the 
square, a first-class hewed log 
jail, had four first-class stores 
(for the county at that time) 
which kept continually on hand 
a general assortment of 
merchandise, had two saloons, 
tan yard and the county was out 
of debt, with money in the 
treasury; a county warrant then 
was good for it's face value in 
gold, and the county was 
prosperous in every respect. The 
people generally was fast friends 

! and their chief interest was to 
develop the resources of the 
country and aid and help each 
other. 

HOW A MOB WAS PREVENTED 

In 1860, a man resided about 
three miles below West Plains by 
the name of Collins Coffey on the 
farm recently owned by Thomas 
Bolln and some men by the 
names of Griffiths and Boles -
(some of them resided in West 
Plains and some of them resided 
in Thomasville and Oregon 
County) and they and Coffey had 
a falling out with each other and 
enmity between them became 
very great. So the Griffiths, who 
lived at West Plains, went down 
to Thomasville and they and the 
Boles with a few other friends 
decided that they would come up 
to Coffey's and mob him. 
They went to work and made for 
themselves a uniform, procured 
a bugle, fife and snare drum, 
procured a hack, made them a 
place for a chanie and aimed to 
come up in the night. 
Coffey owned considerable stock 
among which was a bull about 
four years old. The range then 
was luxuriant and there was a 
pond near the side of the road 
about one mile from Coffey's 
residence. They armed 
themselves, procured their 
musicians, got into their hack, 
drawn by two horses and started 
off to the scene of action with a 
bright light, with a flag flying 
and music playing. When they 
reached the place near where the 
male was lying, he rose to his 
feet, squared himself and fetched 
a keen bellow as though 
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(although he was an animal) he 
might have some information as 
to their mission. They paid no 
attention to the action of the bull 
and on their driving within 
about ten feet of him he made a 
desperate lunge forward: they 
supposed that he intended to 
gore the horses, but missed his 
aim, struck the hack near the 
coupling, broke the coupling 
pole and turned head over heels, 
and fell right between the horses. 
The horses became frightened, 
made a desperate lunge to extri­
cate themselves, and the bull at 
the same time was scuffling to 
extricate himself. Both horses 
fell, the bull and horses were all 
piled into a heap, grunting and 
scuffling. The occupants of the 
hack were all piled out in a heap 
almost in an instant, and before 
they could extricate themselves 
and get onto their feet the bull 
had gotten up and was moving in 
the direction of the master's 
house bellowing every step as if 
to say, "I dare you to come any 
further." As soon as the posse got 
to their feet, having prepared, 

before they started, with plenty 
of whiskey, and being pretty well 
filled at the time of the occur­
rence, Boles got to his feet, drew 
his pistol, cocked it and swore he 
would whip any bull he ever say, 
especially a one-horned Coffey 
bull. 
The hack was almost demolished 
and the occupants considerably 
bruised, both horses crippled 
and after consultation, they 
concluded that as the Coffey bull 
had proved so successful they 
had better abandon their trip 
and retreat "in good order" to 
Thomasville, leaving their horses 
hitched by the roadside and the 
shattered hack piled up at one 
side of the road. 
The next morning they sent out a 
team and brought the horses and 
hack to Thomasville and they 
were wiser and perhaps better 
men, as they never again attemp­
ted to mob Coffey. 
The strange feature about this 
matter is that the bull was never 
known to be cross before this 
occasion, when his master was to 
be mobbed. 

^tK 

The following files were provided by Virgil O. Coffee. 

VIRGINIA MARRIAGES (contd. from issue 82, page 15) 
Coffee/ey Spouse Marriage date County 

Elizabeth John Bridge 15 Sep 1895 
Elizabeth John P. Hambleton 05 May 1835 
Elizabeth John Cleveland 20 Apr 1734 

Amherst 
Essex 

^ f f t v 
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Coffee/ey 

Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Ellen D 
Emma J 
Frances 
Frances 
Francis 
Frederick 
Garland 
George 
George R 
Harden 
Harry 
Hayes 
Helen 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Henry 
Hezekiah 
Hillary 
Holcomb 
Holoway 
Howard 
Hudson 
Hunter 
IdaS 
James 
James 
James L 
James M 
Jane 
Jane 
Jane 
Jane 
Jemimah 
Jemlmah T 
Jesse 
Jesse A 
Jesse C 
Joel 
John 
John 
John 

COFFEY COUSINS 
Spouse 

Joshua Ramsay 
Wesly B. Coffey 
John Jones 
Stewart Jackson 
Robert D. Wagner 
Howard D. Campbell 
Woodson Fitzgerald 
Thomas D. Abbott 
Helen Page 
Catherine Ogden 
Nancy Coffee 
Sarah F. Coffey 
Sarah E. Lotts 
Elizabeth Crawford 
Cora J. Noell 
Polly Burkett 
Elmer H. Loving Jr 
Averilla Ogden 
Dolly Campbell 
Nancy Schilling 
Lydia S. Campbell 
Lily B. Burch 
Elizabeth Ogden 
Mary Fitzgerald 
Eliza Tankersley 
Eliza A. Padgett 
Catherine Fitzgerald 
Rose M. DePass 
Mahala Green Lane 
Nannie Vaughn 
Cicero Ramsay 
Sophia Coffey 
Sally Collins 
Nancy Whitt 
Esther J. Smith 
Thomas O'Brien 
Anderson Meeks 
William Coffey 
Meredith Allen 
Charles Flowers 
James Giles 
Ruth Gaddy 
Cleopatra A. Padgett 
Nancy F. L. Allen 
Martha Stepp 
Rachel Pldgeon 
Peggy Howard 
Carolyn Randall 

' CLEARINGHOUSE 
Marriage date 

30 Sep 1850 
23 Jan 1865 
0 Nov 1792 
2 Jan 1808 
20 Oct 1961 
08 Dec 1886 
23 Aug 1830 
27 Nov 1918 
29 Aug 1938 
10 Mar 1856 
14 Mar 1825 
07 May 1878 
04 Feb 1891 
19 Feb 1867 
06 Jan 1909 
07 Feb 1815 
16 Aug 1919 
14 Aug 1886 
22 Dec 1834 
04 Jul 1854 
22Jan 1885 
03 Dec 1873 
07 Mar 1848 
26 Nov 1835 
23 Dec 1896 
29 Nov 1832 
11 Aug 1831 
10 Nov 1952 
20 Sep 1855 
08 Oct 1939 
19 Sep 1882 
07Jan 1861 
09 Mar 1808 
01 Mar 1808 
30 Oct 1859 
17 Jan 1787 
15 Dec 1819 
18 Feb 1832 
21 Apr 1834 
02Mar 1823 
19 Dec 1797 
16 Dec 1819 
16 Jan 1868 
22 Dec 1853 
22 Aug 1793 
08 Dec 1784 
05 Aug 1818 
20 Aug 1966 
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County 

Nelson 
Nelson 
Shenamdoah 
Prince Edward 

Amherst 
Amherst 
Bedford 

Amherst 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Nelson 
Amherst 

Augusta 

Amherst 
Amherst 

Nelson 
Amherst 
Amherst 
Nelson 
Bedford 
Bedford 
Nelson 

Amherst 
Cumberland 

Amherst 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Nelson 
Botetort 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Campbell 
Amherst 
Bedford 
Bedford 
Hillsvllle 

Loudon 
Montgomery 
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Coffee/ey 

John 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John F 
JohnH 
JohnW 
Johnathan 
Jordan 
Jordan 
Joseph 
Joshua 
Joshua M 
Joyce 
Julia 
Kay Beryl 
Logan 
Lucy A 
Mabel J 
Mahala 
Maray 
Marcia 
Margaret 
Margaret 
Margaret J 
Martha A 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary 
Mary A 
Mary A 
Mary Anne 
Mary E 
Mary F 
Mary J 
Mary J 
Mary M 
Massie 
Matilda 
Mildred 
Millie 

September 
Spouse 

Virginia Campbell 
Carolyn Randall 
Annie M. Ogden 
Dorothy E. Fulcher 
Patara F. Tyler 
Elizabeth Duff 
Hayden Davis 
Elizabeth Monroe 
Susanna Coffey 
Anna Godbey 
Elizabeth Rippetoe 
Rebecca C. Grant 
Elizabeth Phillips 
Elizabeth Graves 
Mary J. Trousdale 
Calvin T. Mason 
Benjamin Rogers 

2001 
Marriage date 

10 Apr 1873 
20 Aug 1966 
15 Marl875 
31 Jan 1945 
10 Dec 1860 
14 Dec 1838 
29 Aug 1906 
19 Aprl835 
15 Oct 1825 
09 Ocy 1878 
21 Mar 1803 
03 Jan 1876 
03 Nov 1825 
02 Jun 1767 
29 Jan 1810 
23 Dec 1955 
10 Nov 1856 

Matthew D. Henderson 28 Jan 1967 
May Cochran 
Robert A. Fitzgerald 
Emmet B. Humphries 
Menbell Bryant 
Patrick H. Meeks 
Joseph Dodds 
John McWilllams 
Moses Beavers 
Lewis Criner 

02 Jun 1853 
16 Dec 1850 
31 Jan 1884 
16 Feb 1835 
10 Jul 1847 
13 Feb 1883 
22 Feb 1781 
01 Jan 1794 
04 Apr 1843 

Thomas G. McClintock 16 Jan 1849 
Andrew Bryan 
Richard Fisher 
James Fitzgerald 
John Steel 
James Kendall 
Jack Cartright 
William A. Chockley 
John A. Harris 
Moses Fitzgerald 
John D. Masters 
Lewis P. Fitzgerald 
Josephus C. Hewitt 
Joseph M. Crawford 
Benjamin L. Fortune 
Cosen Parrish 
Robert D. Davis 
Steven L.Loving Jr 
John J. Campbell 
Morris J. Coffey 
John Everitt 

08 Jan 1842 
26 Dec 1778 
07Marl875 
28 Aug 1814 
25 Feb 1745 
23 Jul 1916 
27 Dec 1877 
26 Sep 1874 
01 Oct 1849 
08 Oct 1825 
OS Mar 1868 
05 Mar 1877 
05 Dec 1866 
21 Dec 1830 
21 Dec 1830 
06 Jan 1922 
11 Dec 1907 
15 Jan 1849 
1 Mar 1827 
24 Dec 1832 

County 

Rockbridge 

Amherst 

Amherst 
Amherst 

Buckingham 
Nelson 
Pulaski 
Amherst 
Rockbridge 
Nelson 
Hanover 

Lynchburg 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Rockingham 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Lynchburg 
Bedford 
Fauquier 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Stafford 

Amherst 
Augusta 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Nelson ? 
Nelson ? 

Lynchburg 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 

*!*% 
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Coffee/ey 

Millie 
Myra 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy-
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nelson 
Nora 
Ollie 
Osborne 
Osborne 
Pamela 
Patricia 
Patsy 
Peter D 
Polly 
Polly 
Polly 
Polly 
Pleasant 
Pleasant B 
Rebecca 
Rebecca 
Reubin 
Reubin 
Reubin C 
Robert M 
Robert P 
Rosea B 
Ruth 
Sally 
Samuel 
Sandra 
Sara 
Schuyler 
Scyler 
Scyler 
Sophia 
Steven 
Susanna 
Talmadge 
Talmadge 

CUhr-bY COUSir* 
Spouse 

John Campbell 
William 11. Mowry 
Pyramous Grant 
Jordon S. Quinn 
Joel Campbell 
Webster Brown 
Edward A. Fitzgerald 
Holman Lawhorne 
Peter Fitzgerald 
Sialas M. Ramsay 
Rebecca Hamilton 
Champs Lee Ogden 
James L. Hamilton 
Mary Fitzgerald 
Mary Nightingale 
James G. Thomas 
John W.Todd, Jr 
Gilbert C. Smith 
Nancy Monroe 
Zephaniah Fitzgerald 
Jesse Robinson 
John Steele 
Peter Wolfe 
Judith Meadows 
Ann E. Dawson 
Abraham Clement 
Adam Wolfe 
Nancy Giles 
Polly C. DeMasters 
Margaret Bowling 
Mina E. Mays 
Laurel C. Campbell 
Robert 0. Nuckolaus 
Claude Watts 
Tarleton East 
Eudora T. Padgett 
Gerald W. Hughs 
Harding L. Humphries 
Elizabeth Hambleton 
Isabelle Drumheller 
Mary Coffey 
William Crisp 
Laura Cowan 
John D. Crawford 
Ada F. Crist 
Mary E. Lawhorne 

JS' CLEARINGHOUSE 
Marriage date 

22 Feb 1793 
06 Apr 1915 
15 Feb 1845 
11 Jun 1823 
24 Aug 1817 
30 Jan 1845 
02 Jun 1865 
16 Dec 1867 
19 Jan 1848 
03 May 1834 
05 Feb 1833 
07 Feb 1894 
23 Jan 1911 
30 Oct 1826 
15 Feb 1783 
19 Oct 1979 
20 Nov 1948 
22 Dec 1961 
05 May 1827 
27 Aug 1933 
27 Apr 1787 
28 Aug 1819 
31 Jan 1792 
30 Aug 1806 
12 Apr 1845 
08 May 1844 
28 Mar 1848 
05 Sep 1801 
14 Jan 1832 
3o Apr 1840 
20 May 1920 
08 Aug 1927 
04 Oct 1899 
02 Oct 1920 
29 Jan 1811 
02 Jun 1938 
25 May 1962 
26 Jun 1895 
30 Jan 1832 
05 Mar 1865 
28 Aug 1880 
23 Mar 1835 
30 Aug 1920 
09 Sep 1835 
28 Jan 1842 
03 Sep 1913 

Contd. 
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County 

Amherst 

Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Amherst 

Nelson 
Amherst 

Nelson 
Nelson 
Lancaster 
Nelson 
Nelson 
Prince Edward 
Bedford 
Amherst 

Amherst 

Nelson 

Augusta 
Bedford 
Nelson 
Bedford 

Amherst 
Amherst 
Amherst 
Amherst 
Nelson 

Amherst 

page ]8 
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Tom Veale, Dublin 9 Ireland -email: tomveale@eircom.net, says, "Having just finished indexing 
"Dungarvan Family Roots" by Noel Farrell, I extracted the mention of Coffey. Dungarvan is in Co. 
Waterford, Ireland.M (We thank Tom for thinking about us. Its a nice addition to our Coffey records.) i 
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COFFEY COUSINS CONVENTION 2002 
r April 26 and 27 DALLAS, TEXAS 

Jo Langwell is still pinning down the fine details for our 2002 convention to be held in 
the Dallas, Texas area, but she has given me permission to let a few "kittens out of 
the bag." WATCH FOR THE RESERVATION SHEET IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF CCC 

Jo is also working out the details for a 
bus trip to see the "Sixth Floor Museum" 
which is about the death of President 
John Kennedy. There is really much more 
to see in the area, but I will have to let Jo 
tell you about it later. 

Get your duds packed for a trip to 
"SOUTHFORK" ranch where the show 
Dallas was filmed. We will hold our Annual 
Banquet here and you can even wear your 
boots and ten gallon hat if you please. 
The big decision will be whither you want 
to eat J.R.'s ribeye steak or chicken. The 
deep dish hot apple cobbler with 
homemade cinnamon ice cream is what 
has caught my eye!' Jo says that she will 
need to make a $700. Deposit by Feb 27, 
2002, so she will need early reservations 
to cover this if we are to enjoy this site. 
We will also get to tour the working ranch 
as part of the package. 

1 

On the morning of the 27th, LLOYD 
BOCKSTRUCK of The Dallas Morning News, 
will speak to us about our genealogy 

Research. He is one of the most sought 
after speaker on the subject of genealogy 
in the country. He does a column for the 
Dallas Morning News which I have printed 
an abstraction of to give you an idea of 
his work. You really don't want to miss 
hearing him speak and being able to ask 
questions. Bernie Coffey used to send 
me material about his programs and 

We will be staying at the Country Inn and Sweets, in Addison, TX (a suburb of Dallas). 
The address is 4355 Beltway Drive, Addison, TX 75001. The phone number is 
(972)503-7800. YOU NEED TO TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE COFFEY COUSINS 
CONVENTION so you will get the special rate and we will get credit toward our 
meeting room. It sounds like it will be easy to get too. 
They have complimentary continental "plus" breakfast, in room coffey makers, hair 

dryer, iron, refrigerator, microwave, swimming pool, h and all the other stuff that you 
exDect in anv nice hotel. 
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Coffee/ey 

Thomas G 
Washington 
William 
William 
William 
William B 
Winney 
Winnifired 

September 

Spouse 

Mary Knight 
Rhoda Campbell 
Polly Rippetoe 
Sarah Ann Crawford 
Betsy Giles 
Mary Master 
Silas Ramsay 
Thomas Hayes 

2001 

Marriage date 

10 Jul 1787 
03 Nov 1842 
02 Nov 1790 
24 Sep 1835 
18 Apr 1800 
13 Nov 1824 
3 May 1834 
29 Mar 1792 

County 

Amelia 
Nelson 
Amherst 
Amherst 
Amherst 
Nelson 
Nelson 

End of Virginia Marriages 
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