LEwIE M, CTOFFEY abD RIZ FIOMZZ® Fertlo
ASZEMELINMNG THE STOF
Living %odsy in Ililinoie, Indians, Czlitorn:x, bEhzgs., Tregor, o owtd
werth Carc' ona, Washington, HMNew York, Wisconzin, Wirainizx, RCIICHE.
biizgour), MNebrasks, Florida, Texasz. and surely zlzewhere z~¢ zeneral
hundred peccle who hzve one wery exZiusiwve tning in common, ThE
names of thesze people indicate the mix of natronsxlit ez tonzoEfent
wi tH The pzitern of most Americans, Some oFf Thne TEMSE TS XE IIMMIMN XE
Imith and Jeones. In fz2c*% zome of them &RE Smith arnd Jonss, Trnere zre
zizo some named Knudsen, Schweicss, MNestle, EBeschem, fuzs:m, Hzxigsz, znd
Hries, The unifying factor Jinking &1} theze psapte 135 Thne nzme Lew: =
M. Coffev, a common ancestor. While zttempots zre Zeing made Tz loCcaxie
and record information on the entire family, the purpose of thiz paper
(2 to tell the storw, &g Krnown at this time, of this haray oroneser,
kiz <chilgdren and grandchiidren, many of wWwhom were alsc pioneers In

their own r:ahf

The writing of this paper is partly for selfish reazons. The
iter hopes to etimulate interest and even criticism where the
knows of errors or incomplete data. Readers who have additional C
are requested to write and/or send the enclosed "FAMILY DAaTE SHEETY
This information will be included in the next bocoklet covering iat
generations of the family.

The information on these pages has been qleaned from many public
"nd historical records, It was %ar from = one person effort. County
clerks, librarians, and interested family members have helped find the
obscure fact in a crumbling book or document. There were some @qreat
rewards. One was the “"discovery" of unknown cousing in many states,
such as the great grandchildren of James Wilson Coffey of lowa., They
supplied reams of data listing dozens of his descendents and cpening
doors to knowledge of the adult lives of his brothers and sisters. lie
thank Helen Grass, Katy Morrison, and Francis Loffey for this boon.

A great deal of information about Mary Ann  "Polly" Cook wze zent
frem Ridgeway, Missouri by Arloa and Lyle Edwards. &rloa wrote in
1781 ,"Do vou have information on Pally Coffey who married John Cook™"
cur reply was "Dsar Arlox, we are cousins'"

bPEdt orandchildren of Nancy (Coffer? Jones were not located wuntil
1923, They were unaware of the Coffer relaticnship., We were sorrowed
by the dez+h of our ‘“new" 79 year old cousin, Ethel Hamiltorn Prather,
the day» atier she gave us keys to others of the Jones family who may
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pave liveg in Meorroe County, Indizana.

Dezscendznte of other Lewis M, Cotfey children hzve meen lcczted.
and we nees more information on their families, Honefullix, thisz  Can
oe oktained for the next report.

TO ZEND OFR REQUEST
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CONTACT
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MARTINSUILLE, INDIANA 44151

¢ F .2l



‘W\P'

Most  students of the origins of famil» mnames agree that ftnpe name.
'CCFFEY" i3 the anglecized equivelent of zn ancient Gaslic name. Otner
speliings Just as legitimate are: COFFEE, COFFE, COWHIG, COFTHIS., and
others, Many zarly Aamericans did not have zgceszs to zchools o texzh-
ers and were unable to read or write, Whern it was neceszsary to sian
legal documents such as wills. 2=sc=. and penczicn applications znother
perzon wroate the name aznd the subject made hiz'mark"., The mazrh wzz nct
ziwars "X" but cccasionally & more sizborzte s:igon. Zariy public o +4z-
tais may have ezrned their positions beczusze of their Yiderzcy, Sus
many uveed & Free stvle of spelling with unfamilizr npames. Lewis
Coffey's Family ig listed == COFFEE, COFFm, and COFFY in Indixnez reco-
crdz. Mozt of the first Coffeys who couid write spelled their rname
COFFEY. Sinhce it is impossible to estzblizsh one. "correct" =zpelling
zome might sugoest we ail return to the original . ..o "0 COFTHAIGH"

THE TURPIN FAMILY

It is reported that some individuals of this name trace their rcote
to French royalty. We do not Know if our particular relatives can
prove such a connection, but some of them settled in Virginia and like
many Americans were & part of the revolutionary process that gave
birth to our nation. '

Martin Turpin age 72 filed for his pension in Pulaski County Ken-
tucky in 1833. He stated that he was born in RockKingham County WVir-
ginia, January 235, 176l. He enlisted in Greenbriar County, Virginia
{now a part of West Virginiar in 1778. After the war he lived in
Madison and Garrard counties in Kentucky.

Another Turpin was a Moses who married Magdelin Black in Green-—
briar County WYirginia in 1781. Kentucky tax lists of 1800 =how a
John Black and a Martain Turpin in Pulaski county. In 1801 they are
Joined by Moses Turpin. The 1810 census for Kentucky lists two Moszes
Turpins. One of them had seven children and ore had only one ¢a son).
There were also listed two Solomon Turpins. @An older one in hearby
Warne County and a younger one in Pulaski County.

In 1812 the will of Samuel Black was recorded naming as benefiz-
iaries, several nephews named Samuel and his older sister Macdslin
Turpin., Mosese Turpin‘e will was proved in 181&. He rizmed in the div-
tsion o the estzte his wife: Magdelin, sons: Solomorn, Samuel, and
Mosee =2nd daughters: Polly Long, Mariann Roberts, znd Delilah Turpin.
He made specia)l provisions for Delilah to receive a horse named
"Rainbow" at once and certain other proceeds when she came of zge.

tegdelin ‘Magdelial Turpin appears as landowner on the tax lists
ifter Moses” death until 182&. Then she became Mrs. Seorge Cundits.
Cundi+f apparently lived only about a wear after his marriage to

Magdelin. She did not marry agairn.



EaRLY CQOFFSy FAMILIE:

The <47z LoT<ew inoemertce o Teems TS havs Zesn 2 o JonT I e

crrues ir 1237 zmc ose<tiec inm MirginiEs, Keszrls 2 Y oths =

ﬂwﬁis msr 'z thzt he hag oescendgents., Une o7 fThose mas "2,

" cdwerd atzo nad zome descendentz whe lefs some recars of g E,
Many resez-ther: hawve shucdied thisg <tamilw  and izres o tne
szztz. The. ir: = zc umanimously frustratec D zuzoedin or s
mhere one o fwme households zeem o have disscoenred 2z,
They &re eayugliy zonfuszed by zome Ffamilies who seem o 2=
tw sppearsz znd cannct be traced to ezrlier residentis M-
grants. “

In *he (700 = many Coffey/Cofsee tamiliez wersg LR T3
zn2 Warsh Zzroling in close family groups, 52 cicss TET -
riz e tizen COUSIiNS wWas Ccommon. These oeanie 2z zs
EE rr ianos bezame too costly or Yoo crowds 2. Hew Erazed
into  the wilderness and in 1770 western iMorth Car 2 moinis
were on ths <rontiers of American ciwvilization (AW 2 D=zn Esans
was esitab' zhing & settlement in YVirginiz s tuntu»kv Countv., others
wWerE Workino new ra:ts of MNorth Carolinzs. The EBoonezhborc =zstilement
included two woung Coffey bove who had been neighbors of ithe Boons:z on
the Yadkin River in Surry County North Carclinz,

That decade waz a dramatic one that included & declaration of in-
dependence +<rom the Crown, revolutionary war, and formaticon of & new
nation., As western areas absorbed the new Americans, the vast county
divisions tecame unwieldy and were divided into smaller and smaller
areas, This to better accomodate the legal needsz of the citizens.
Surry County in North Carolina had been formed in 1771 of a portion

' 5 Rowzan County. Surry in turn was split up in 1777 when the western
ﬁ#art became Wilkes County. Several descendents of the "first" John

votfey were

living there at the time.

In 1789 the eastern portion of

Surry was zeparated and Stokes County came about. This reorganization
affected a James Coffey.
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The sarii document upon which Gur sRcestor
Marriage Bocok oFf Pulaski Count,. Fentuch+., 1% nort
gng Del:ilah Turpin were joinsd in Jznuary of 1518
Elack, Lewis "Levi" was tw; months pezt bz rninm
Delilab would not be !¢ for ancther three morntn:z
hizve Ceer due to the reverendes poor szpelling or
cere wzz entered by the county clerk +rom 2z list
t2ter at the end of a circuit of sesveral montnsz
riages. The clerk may alsc have misreac the note
was "Lewi" at the time. Later information, howe
that thiz wzs our Lewiszs.

The newmly weds made their nome nm Pulasyi Co.
not  Known, Lewis cannot be found in the cenmszuz o
on the county tax liszte each vear from 1318 to |
Lewiz Coffey, Lewis Coffee, M., Lewiz loffey, an
1827 he was listed as farming S0 =zcres of thi
Cumberland River District. He ownsd no =tuds,
hie sualuation was lieted at 150,00, in thiz %2
and Delilah became the parents of Mancy in 1819,
Ann "Folly" in 1824, and probably Bettie who cu
while. They may have lived with Delilah“s mother,
Moses Turpin’s estate. In 1820 Magdelin complet

THE LEWIS ®, SQFFE Family
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1 in Jackson Township of Morgan County.

Exact details of the

available in two versions: 1. The family moved in the fall of

d settled on a farm of 10! acres. 2. Lewi
re he entered, cleared, and sold 1land.
here Lewis held title to land. Some of t
n the fall of the year, without their
claim, clear trees all winter, build a s
in the spring. At least hie family was i
€28 for John L. Coffey, the second son wa
census listed Lewis Coffee in Jackson
e under § years, one 5-10, one 230-40 zn
Sy and one 20-30. In that vear Lewic
y James 8, Mary Ann &, and John L. Z,
ear 1831 held two noteworthy events for
on, Moses Turpin Coffey was born. Als
came toc live with them., 1t would zeem ¢
zble to compliete payment for any lYand he
had & zpelling problem. Maagdelin'=s name
ferences as Magdelen, Magdelia, and D=l

¢ moved to Indiana in
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was 31, Detilah 22,

the family. In May &
o that year Magdelin
hat Lewis had as vyet
may have esntersed and
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#. The Morgan Co. Re-

atfice has +the entry for the U.S. deeding cne tract of 40

nd one of &1 acres to "Magdills Cand
hese Jeoining racts in Jackson Townzhip

the heirs of Clarence Cledfelter on In
Martinswille, It is recorded that Magdel
» to "purchzse some land" For her which
sgdelin’s name. Thie apparently led tc
~amily which arose at a later date.

ep". The description
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he did for €127.50.
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Litste oz bnowrs of the next five wvears sxzept: 1, The Fam,lw fresi-
22 ancther zon, FRiVip 2, oim o mpr) oof o 1gZ4, Z, In Julw (2258 Hanze mam-
ﬁmqef Forert Jonsz, 2. In 182& znother babs £ Lomn, ot the Fane
st lah wmeould not re:embﬂﬁ her gramamother rowaoogelin Zung:ss died
thaes wveam. = sorn—in=!zw, Benizmin FRcbert me3e 0T D iETrE ot
The wsztzie eqgan settlement procesdures, rs ssnthiemen CToio D
compieted & er puzzling thing naupoened,

Fobert Jz <:vled 'u‘+‘ﬁn merald ot the minor heirs oF i 2l e
Tundi st e the "ather"  heirs of zame. Jonss mame 3n: N T ITEn
of Lew:z Lo-tew zs plaintiffs, Delilan’s protherz. =037erz, anZ thners
spovses wers named &% fefendantz. Jones clsim owzz thet the 22700 -
strator was zmeout to divide znd sell Magaelin = tand, He Zlzimec -
the dzn> -i1ghtfelly bhelonoed +te himse's zan2 Lew!s R Jren Zslzos $
Magdeiin had "often zaid she would give {t 22 them 0 resorrn <07 Lger 2
~elping her on the farm, and because Delilah nes not refsruved fne o'l
shzre ofFf ner father e egtzTe”. Deniamin Robe-mts zng Det g g ZTIthers
protested that "Lewiz was hardg run and frequently in dist-eszz fo0 mon-
=v toosuppcmt hie famityv'. They alec ftestified that Lewiz nad <071 run
of  the Jzrs rent free znd without any accounting i ok - zr
ernough to compenszte him tor any serevizes to hics s in
zgdition, Magdelin frequently gave him moner. znd ad
received her full share of her father’=z estate, F e-
ceived his divicion of Magdelin‘s personal property”.

Judae William Wick decided in favor of Robert Jones and the mincr
children in September of 1838. Roberts requested permizsion to appeal
to the Indiana Supreme Court. Permission was granted providing Fokerts
furnished bond in the amount of $£250.00. Neo record has yet been found

ﬁﬁha* the appeal was in fact carried through. Neither has a record been
sund  indicating the disposition of the 1land. James W. Coffey stated
that his mother tived on the "family farm" wuntil her death in 1873,
There was no mention in the court records that Lewis or [elilah took
part in the family squabble.

THE CLOSING YE&ARS
Likely by the late thirties, and possibly earlier, Lewisz nct only

farmed and raised stock, but in the spring of each wvear pilotegd +lat-
boats of produce from Martinsville to Mew Orleans. Thezse szturdy craft

were built of native timbers on the baznks of White River during the
winters., They were usually 14-20 feet wide and 2S0-100 feet long., &=
the boatse were being built settlers were rounding up their hogs that
had foraged freely in the forests,driving them to the slaughter houses
are  the river, Here the hoqs were butchered and packed in white cak
bzrrels for the journey down riwver, When the s=pring flocdese came the
pork znd any grain surplusese were loaded on the Sosts, Normally mannsd
Ev & zteesrzman, oarsman, and pilot they would begin the 1850 mitlte
journey down the White, Wabash, Ohio, and Mississ.ippi to the Creszcen®
Zity. Reports sav on nights when the boates pulled to shors, songa oF
the boatmern could be heard across the riuver z:z thew wisiied from cratt
txocraft., 1t e pozsible that Lewis znd voung fabe Lincoain enc ﬂun tered
zzzh cther 'n 13321 when Lincoln made the trip %hom IMltinoitz. Lincoln
talked o walking nearly & mile acrosz macred boztz fto reach ahore =t
Hew Qrlcans,

= After mests  of hard labor, avoiding shozls, dri+ting lozs, and
other trasfic, they would arrive at the destinzticon, sell the zargo,
thern break cp amg =211 the timbers and sztart home. One report saws the
homeward ftrip could be made for ze little zz three dollare., Thiz was
deck passzge on a2 north bound steamer with “he passenger responsible
for hie own +cod and shelter,



0

The traveler often fzced more ganosr Quring his return than on the
sogn riuer Irap, There were frequently thiewvez, Zon men a0l gamblers
whe made their livelihoods separzting tme unzophizticzted from  fthneir
monew, 1T su:cessfu!, the Hoocsier poaimen wouid leave the paddlewhees
&2t Magiszon, Indiana., From there (1§ was only 2% miles o walk home. In
tater weszre thiszs wae tut to 20 miltes when the railrcas wae ouilt srom
MaZizon o FrankKlin,

Qther thian the tectimony in the court casze :t ouy b
family fared in those weare. It did grow numerical rriva: s
ot Elizabsth in {839 znd Robert Washingrton in 241 = ki, o was -1
»oung marn znd had been on some of the river trips with his fziner. In
1242 he ieft the river and married Lovisa T. the daughter of Jzmez ang
Zarak biorman, Alse in 1242, Polly marrisd John Sook, son of Chrizioph-—
gr inristian?y Ceook, Lewis was &lsc regquired to pay the naw ooll iz
of thzt »ear. Information for the wears 1842-1244 com+lict ziving
twe  werstons., James W, iz gquoted 2= zaring in (287 that "ther"iJames
xnc Lew.s7) abandoned Flatboating in 1242 when %the cholerz epidemic
srode  out o in New Orleans. Howewer the MEMIIREZ OF MNOAH mMeJOR DR THE
FIONEERZ OF MORGAN COQUNTY said that Lewiz Coffewv, one of the earlw
+latbozters died on the return trip in 1344, Mo other details of tne
tause or place of Lewise’ death are available., We have zpeculated thzt
th cause of death could have been from dizezse or foul play encount-

ered on the trip. Too, if he died "on the return trip", he may be bur-
ied somewhere between Martinsville and New Orleans.

James W. Coffey was appointed administrator of Lewis”® estate .in
April 1244, Apparently, in the latter part of 1844, Delilah gave birth
tc Lewis Martin Coffey. Attorney John Eccles had represented Jones and
the Coffey children in the 1828 court case and was an appraisor for
the estate in 1844. Yet he unaccountably missed listing the family in
1840 when he was census taker.for the U. S. in the area. The census
for 1850 and 1840 lists Delilah as the head of household with the then
minor children, She has not been located in the 1870 censue but was
reported to have died on the "family farm" in 1873. Where was the
"family farm" referred to by Jamees W.? Some of his descendenis beliesve
it was the 101 acre tract purchased by Magdelin. County records,
however, show that in 1845 Delilah was the original purchaser from the
.. of a forty acre tract about three miles +rom the 101 acres. In
1834 she sold the 40 acre farm to James W. Coffey. In 1857 James ald
tt to John L. Coffey. John L. sold te brother Robert in 1844, Rot rt
then =o0ld to Moses in {8684 when Robert moved to Illincis.

Many questions about the family remain wunanswered. This compiler
has found that the whole of the story develops from piecing many zmali
bits of data together. While seeming unrelated, when viewed toaethwr
they begin to form a picture of *the lives -tFUuQ]“«, and suctesses

e Tamil»., To those who find they are lntere:tg- in the story we s=end

a plea:

lfl .

PLEASE HELF

Send in any information you may have whether it is +rom documented
scurces or Jjust zome tale “Aunt Saran® used tg tell. Sometimes it can
be traced and proven.

The remzining pages will be deuvcted o exirzcte
lic records from which the Lewis Coffey sto
mush of it could be considered "dr»" it r
ztvle of our pioneer ancestors.

s and copies of pub-
ry waz developed. Wwhile
evexl much about the 1i+e
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THE ZTTATE OF LEWIZ M, TOFFC
Jemesz W, Toffew qualified znd ocave bonc s aominisiraftoe of The ez-
txte dume 1%, 1834, and AQugust 10, 1848 Fited the toilos rng innenton
st Lewrz Coffey z perzonal googs woth the zssiztznge of Johnm Szzlas
o Feamsn Dorrell, appraizors:
i ted zarnd beddimg and stead =7.00 ! handzaw ang muger 2,40
bBed ohnd bedding anZd sitesad .00 Yt Sooking gltzes LIz
towrgnglts Zed ang Deading ! iron sguare 25
znZ ziess 4.00 1 lot of chains .72
$lan wnest .50 1 grindsione S0
sprnning whes) 1.2% ! lot czroenter tocols 12T
candle =z%and 1.00 1 clevis and cpen ring 25
zheck rezd 12 1 1ot barrells 1.00
trunk 2.00 1 cutting box z.00
Tabie 1.25 { lot harness 7. 00
‘ot cupboard ware .00 1 saddle .00
shovel .50 1 ot of castings 7.00
chovel ploughs 2.00 1 Cary plough 1.25
clevices .75 1 lot singletrees and
1ot hoes 1.75 _doubletrees and neck yoke 2.00
axes - .-1.50 1 mowing scythe .50
lot shoe tools and lasts 2.50 1 water bucket .25
two-horse wagon 15.00 1 black cow with white face
dark red cow with bell 8.00 and calf 7.00
red and white steer 2.00 1§ red heifer 2.00
black stezr with white face 23.00 | pieded heifer 2.00
pieded steer 5.00 1 tot wheat £,25
red, white backed heifer 7.00 ! red cow, white face £.00
two-vears old 4,00 .00 16 head of sheep RS 1z2.00
red cal+ 1.00
On August 17, 1844 the administrator filed the results of the <cale
listing the items =o0ld and to whom they were <sold. While most 1tems
srovaght pretty much their appraised vwalue ane item seemed unusuzl. The

steer that had been appraigsed at $5.00 was zold to Delilah Coftey +or
1,00, 1z it possible that the auctioneer and the crowd had compasceion
+or the widow with & yvoungsters at home and zncther on the way or new-
born? The remaining buvers included most of the family and neilghbors,
Zuch 2¢ Christopher Cook, James Coffey, Fobert Jones, John Cook Jdr,
and cthers.

On February !4th 1284¢ Jamees Coaffey +Filed his final remort =
his outlavs for expenczes and the pavment of 2150.00 tc his mother



1. Manz~ bhorn <% v, marr-ied Robert Jonez in 1224, widoweed by D220
wae gszrent oFf i chitdren and in 100 Yiwed with zon, =Yien, on
Walnue s2reet in Martinaswille,

2, James Wilson (182zZ-182%) born ' Ky, Married Lou: s Mormar S5z,
Father of 7 sonx and 1 daughter., Moved 4rom lnoianz to 1o (254

. Marry Ann (Poilyry (1E8248-1SF&)  born in KEw., Marrisd  John and
moved to Harrison Co. Mizsouri about 1250, Mother of ten er,

4, Betiie, zzzumed born about 1S2¢ in Ky, znd died 2z oa2rn oinsT

. John L, (1328-1710) born in Ird., Married Celia  J,. HMorman 1Tas
and had :2 children. Waz & farmer in Morgarn fo. Ing 1250 o 1870,
Marizr Co. Ind. in 1220, Vernorn Co. Mo, 1820-122%, znd i &llen Oz,
Re. 1825 to 1710, Zerved in Mexican War 1&88:-T7,

£, Moses Toerpin, (18Z1-1%1i2) bern in Ind. Marrisd _ucinds Ferner o
1822, reared 8 0f !3 children tc adulthooo, idzsz 2 termer znd  Jusi-
ice of the FPeace in Morgan Co. Ind. Servea im (48th InZ, Fegt. or
1845,

F. Philip B.C1E824-,.,.7) Married Hathryn &anne Shellars Bergamin in Holt
Co. Mo, in 1838, Had S daughters, lived irn Szge Co. Meb, Territcr
in 1&40 and 1820, in Cass Co. Mo. in 1520,

&. Delilah (1824-1888) married Francis 1. Hale, had S children and iz

buried in Harrison Co. Mo.

?. Elizabeth (183%2-1863), married James Reedy in 183, Mo kKnown child-
ren.

10.Robert Washington,(1841-19219>, married Margret Adeline Blair 1244,
Served in 27th and 33rd Ind. Regts. 1841-1885. Had S children and
farmed in Cumberland Co..I111. 1866 to 1919,

11.Lewis Martin (1844-...7) Lived with hic mother in 1840 at age 15S.
Died by 1887. No information on marriage or children if any..

-

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
From: History of Washington County lowa (1387)

James Wilson Coffey, section 14, Lime CreeK Township:
Among the highly respected citizens of Washington County will be found
the subiect of this sketch. He was born in Pulazki County Kentucky,
May 10, 1822, and is the son of Lewis M. znd Delilzh (Turpin) Coffey,
the former a native of Stokes County North Carclina, born in 1773, and
the latter of Pulaski County Kentucky,born in 1802. They were the par-
ents of ten children: MNancy, the widow of FRobert Jones, rezides in
Morgan County Indiana; J.W., the subject of this sketch; Mary A., the
wifte of John Cook; Bettie, deceased; John L., & farmer in &llen County
Kanszs; Moses T., a farmer in Morgan County Indiana; Philip B., & rec-
ident of Czss County Missouri; Delilah, deceased, was the wise of F.M.,
Hzle of Harrison County Missouri; Elizabeth, was the wife of James

Ready, bcth deceased; R.W., & farmer in Cumberland County lllincis:
Lewis M.. deceased., The family left Kentucky in the $zll of 1827 zand
moved t¢ Morgan County Indiana where they settled on & farm of 104
acres and made their home until the death of Mr., Coffey, in 1844, He
was x flatbozat pilot and esch wear would take & load of produce  down
the river to New Orleans. Mr., Coffey was an industrious man., & care-
+ul manager, and one who posesszed the confidence of zll his +friendes.
After her husbands dezth Mrs. Coffey continusd to make her oid farm in
Indiana her home until her death in 1872 at %the age of 71 wears. Ghe
was & Kind mother and one who took a great pride in her children.

The 2arly life of our subject was spent upon the Farm and in  &t-
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Eliza C.¢ Marthez Py gnd William T, Mr, Coffew 18 2 ragdical and actiwe
Democrz%t, by which part» he was e]ected Juestice of the Pezce 'nm 13274,
for & four wear term. He iz a2 liberal gerntleman znd his : P E 5 mem—
mer of “ne Metnadizt Episcopal Churohn,
QeI TUsEY

The wenerazbiz Moses T. Coffey Sied 2t the home oT hoz  Zughter,
kere, Mrz. Jamee EBeechem &t £:30 on Wedneszday night, =spri! 10,1912, &%
the age =7 nearly 8! weare, of general! debiliftw, *the immedizte Ixuszse
peing an atfteciion of the heart, He tezves sewveral chiii r HER =t a¥-o 0y
and & grest number of friends. The children ars Seorge, PRl
gnd Willie, the daughters being Mrs. - EmeE Czezre ST . MNEAMLER
Elking, Mahalasville, Mrs, Jozeph Humtsinger, Angerszgor, =r2 Migs hiz’ -
lie Co++ey, tiving on the +amii/ komeetesnd, near Mazhbalzszviiie. The
funerzl will! be held at 2 P. M, today, Friday, 2t the Szptizit zhumcoh,
Mzhaizsville, Services to be anducted by the FRev. Dilts of thisz
place, with burial in the cemetery adicining the church.

Mr. Coffey was bormn on May 24, 1821, his exact zo2 &zt z2ezxih being

20 rears, {0 months and 14 dayz. He lived &1l his lifse in thiz counts,

in the zame township except for 2 short time when his recidence wzs 1IN
Washington Township and the interval in which he szerved in the union

army during the civil war.

He was an unassuming country gentleman, never intruding himselt on
the public, vet social and always pleasant when in contact with his
feltlow man. Honest and upright in &ll his dealings, industricus in the
pursuit of his own business, hospitable to those who found themselves
at any time wunder his roof, he gained and retained the respect and
confidence of &ll. His services during the war were performed 22 a
member of Co. H, 148Bth regiment Indiana, and during his whole &fter-
life he had a warm heart and a Kindly fellowship for 211 who were his
compatriots in arms. He was a goed man, a reputable citizen, & kKind
parent, & man with whom it was pleasant to meet, and one whose memory
will be cherished by all his family, and long recalled by his numercus
friends as a warm glow in the Ffirmament ot life. Peace to hizs ashes.
(MARTINSVILLE DAILY)

OBITUARY

POy

—

John L. Cotfey was born in Morgan County, Indiana September 21,
1828, departed this tife at his home near Moran, Kanszzs, June &, 1710,
aned &1 weare, 8 months, and 128 dayve, He was married to Celia Janse
Norman December 27, 184¢, To this union were born thirteen children,
eight of whom survive him. The wife and five children having precesded
kim to the heavenly home., The remzing children live near here except
one son in Martinsville indiana, cne near Eebee, arkansas, and one
daughter near Liberal hdnsas.

They moved +rom their home in Indiana to ‘“ernon Co., Missouri in
1e8¢ thence to Allen County, Kansas in 1825, where they have since
resided. Grandpa Cofftey as he was familtiarly called, was a soldier in
the Mexican War having enlisted at the =zge of nineteen, & private of
Captain Daniel Lunderman‘s Co. 6 4th Regt. Indiana Volunteers, who was
enrolled June 135, 1847, and honorably dizcharged from the zesrvices at
Madison., Indiana July 14, 1248, He was draftied in the services of the
Civil dar and started te fulfill his place in the great sitruggle but
receiving word on the way that they would not be needed, he returned
koms .

Mr. Coffey has been a sufferer for many months and bore hiz afflic-



sionm o en prest patlence, newsr MUrmMUrIng Sor Zomplzinanc veT he Yonoe
2 *o me <ree <rom hiz misertes oFf lite xng gezth came az o3 ozwest re-
Tezze, He melieved in the tesazhirno: oF the Eible and the smmor talt
o sme zoul,  He waz of 2 oaguigt  anc unasseming nafture, QEnRErQuUE ARC
willine To help those in nesd of hiz ssgiztance. bKing znc pziient g dr
bz Samitw, Thiz won hom tre iowe and reszpect of 2ll wno knew nim,
CICLss Doy REERISTERD

Frapz:'s 1. Hale was born on Jarmuary ¥, R
v, Mher zbout one wear of zge. he moved i th T @pare i .
InZ ana. In February, 18S2 he was uonites in marr1ac = T
Cot4ee =ncd o this union zeven children were born, three bovs 2nc +our
corts,

in %ms wvear 1885, he mowved hizs famil- fo lowz, and 'rn Dezember  of
the zame wear they moved to Harrizon Co.. Missouri, where he purIn-
xasg 29 acresz of  lanc with |mprg“~nenta. tonsisting o & goocd  house
arngd cther buildings. The house burned down betore he moweses intc 4
ams he cut up a log cabin, which served him =2z =2 house <or many ¥ears

In saugust 1854, the wife died, iegaving her husbanz ang zmal! chilao-

ren. John H. Hale, Alonzo W. Hale, Mary é&. Hale, and Marthz E. Hals,
their other three children having died in infancy. In the wear 1847,
Mr-. Hale was wunited in marriage with Miss Namncy Hobbs, (F. I. Halsz
died in 1?12, As the remainder of the account does not pertain to the
Coffey family it is not included here.?

Findings on ELIZABETH COFFEY REEDY -

Elizabeth was born about 1839. She was lizted in the 1830 census as
age 11 and in the 1840 census-the Coffey household included Delilah,
age S57; Elizabeth, 2§; Robert, 18; and Lewis Martin, 15. Judged by the
precedents set by her mother and sisters, Elizabeth waes well into the
spingter category at 21. Her brothers James, John, and Moses liwved
nearby as did sister Nancy Jornes. Philip was on the western frontier
in Nebraska Territory with his new bride.

In Aapril of 1883 Robert was a two vear veteran in the 27th Ind. Regt.
Delilah(Jr.) and Polly were farmer‘s wives living in Miscouri. Eliza-
beth, now ange 24, married James Reedy,then., There must have been some
flaw in the marriage, for on May 12, 1843 the Morgan County Civil
Court granted James a divorce from Elizabeth, who did not appear in
court to contecst the action. That same May James zgain came to court

tz request dismisszal of the divorce case. It is puzzling a5 to how =
former decision could be dismissed. The myretery zontinuee with the
dezath of Elizabeth later in 1843, Ranoue Eaker, & »oung neighbeor:ing
tarmer bLecame the administrator of the sztate. There wae 2 szle of her
personal  goods including & bed and bedding, s=ome dishes and cockware,
and ltivesztock, The proceeds amounted to 270.00. Some of cur questionz:
1. Wrhy wzs Baker named administrator inztezad of cne of Elizabeth s
zlder brother - g?
2. Why ZJid Elizabeth own househcold good: and liwvesztock sinze she pre-
sumably lived with her mother?
2. Did =zhe ever liwve with her husband?
ne cler~re office records the marr:zge of Jamez Reedy z=nd Suszn Lowe
‘h 188T. In the 1880 censue Sucan Reedy iz shown zs 2 head of house-
haold with minor children., Jdames Coffe> in hisz listing of the famils
mentions 2nly that in 1857 both Elizabeth and James Reedy zre dezd,



ROBERT LsEHIMNETON COFFEY

Rozoest Washington Coffer was born Aug 20 1820 in Mergan Co. Ind,
e weouiz zssume hiz boyhood was the usuzl For thet erz, except he azs
wit thout oz father before the age of thres. EBrcocither Mosez zaid he was
the support of the family after 18244, buet  we suspect & Jamee and
John,  who lYived nearby, also helped Im Seprtemoer oFf 1281 the ZTih
Fegimen . of Indiana Voclunteers was formed at Indizanapoliz wrth  Robers
ang man~ of the Morgan County boys =n}|5ted. During its $tnree wears oOf
gervice it was Ffiret attached to EBanks® Stk Corpz, then lzter to the
Army o+ the Potomac, and Tinaily to  the Arme of  the Cumberland, 1%
campsd 2% Frederick, Maryland until March of (225 whern 1% had ifs
tirst enemy contact in & skirmicsh at Smith+ield, Wirginia., This was
tollowes by 27 other engagements inziuding maor Datilesz 2t Antietem,
Cnanceilzrsville, Resaca. Kenssaw Mountasin, Feachtree LCreek, and
Gettysburg., The regiment went into ite winter guartersz zt Tullzhomsz.
Tennezzee in the fall of 1843 and during thics idleneessz Rotert usec his
teave o return home and marry Margret Adeline Elair on Mar., 17. 1324,

returning to his wunit Robert found it was now under General Joe
Hooker and Just entering the Atlantz campaian. In September of 1&8:4
enliztments of the original recruits expired. Some, including EBocb andg

nephew, John Tayrlor Coffey, Jjoined the 70tk Indiana Regiment +or Zher-—
man’s march to the sea. They then turned north through the Carolinas
and at long last the war ended. After the Grand Review in Wazshington
Bob returned home. Arriving in Morgan County he discovered that his
wife’s brothers had moved to Illinois, and they advised Bob to do the
same. In the spring of 1866 Robert and Margret settled in Cumberland
County Illinois. Here they lived as a farm family and raiszed their
five children. Margret died in 1900 and Robert in 1%18.

(Compiled from a History of Cumberland Co. 1Il1lineis and various ac-
counts of units in the Civil War).

MOSES TURFIN COFFEY was satisfied to spend most of hiz life within a
mile or two of his birthplace. One exception was when at the age of 32
he enlisted in the 148th Indiana Regiment. Their principle zssignment
was the occupation of recently captured Mashvilie, Tennecssee while the
brunt of the war moved to other campaigrns. The 1453th waz organized in

February 1285 and mustered out in September 18&5.
LEWIS COFFEY AND THE EVENING NEWS

(Here the landmarks of Lewis Coffey’z life are merged with the current
events of that time. Had there been an electronic media then, these
wouid likely have been the prominent stories).

John Adams succeeds Washington zs President of the U.E,
Lewiz Cottey is borm in Stokes Co. North Carol
U. &, is involved in naval warfare with France

[avay sy
=
-
o o

1799 George Washington dies on December 14,

1800 Thomzs Jefferson and Aaren Burr tied in the presidential
election.,

tegt! Thomas Jeffersonm elected President by Congress, Tripoli declares

war on the U, S,

The Military Acadamy at West Foint ie cpened.
Delilah Turpin is born in Kerntucky.

1802 Lc ui=iana Purchase completed with Mapolean, givi
lizssissippi River and doubling the land area. Cos
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<figrzorn reslected,
Mamilecor dies tnoouel wi D &zroe Zurrn,
iz Coffer mowes to Kerntuck:e,
Sizan electea Prazigers aviter Jeiszrzon 2ng Monroe wiih-
2 Zangigates.

: Lam _oncoin s morn oan Rentucke,

: reLal Smtockade Mew vork ARG IMDreEE Ameriox=n ISEMEN.

Macdizon ordere occupation oF western FlorigSz as Lart OF LoulisE-
fanz Purchszse,

1211 Gereral Linlliam Henry Hzrrizon, Qouer grrTor
lezvesz the capiitc) &% Mincennes to oE raeT,
Tezumser or the Tipresamnos Fiusr ness ERE

1212 War 18 dezlared on Great Britain,

181218 S The 14, €. attackz Canada. Erit zrsd osurn Mzshringron
0. €. Harricgon cf lIndianz and James roof tentezky peitle
Eritrsn and Indizns at Detroit. ARa ofr Tenneszes v th
Gensrail John Ceftee and his “Tennes Shirtzs" ge<eat tne
griticsh in the Battle of Mew Orlean
Fzzce trezty 15 signed at Ghernt, Be ing the war.,

1814 Indiana =zdmitted as the {%th state.

James Monroe elected President
12812 Andrew Jackson engages in “’emlnole Ware" in eastern Florida.

Lewis Coffey and Delilah Turpin are married.

181% Florida ceded to the U. S§. by Spain. Financial panic causzsed bx>
weztern land speculation, failure of the U. S, Bank, and lossz of
foreign markets.

Nancy Coffey is born in Kentucky.
£20 Monroe reelected unapposed.

1822 Construction of the National Road is halted at Wheeling by de-
pression and presidential veto. -
James Wilson Coffey is born in Kentucky,

1822 Russia claims the Pacific Cozst of North America including Alaszka
and Oregon Territory. Monroe Doctrine is forwarded.

1224 Aandrew Jackson receives plurality but nct = majority of the vote,
Runoff in congress qives John Quincy Adams the presidenc)y.

Mary Ann (Polly) Coffey is born in Kentucky.

826 Thomas Jeffercson and John Adams both die on July 4th.
Bettie Coffey is born and dies in Kentucky (unproven).

18327 Lewis Coffey moves his family to Indiana,

1222 Andrew Jackson and John C. Calthoun elected to office.
John L. Coffey is born in Indiana.

1221 Magdelin Turpin Cundiff {Delilzh’s mother? movee toc Indiana.
Moses Turpin Coffey is born in Indizana,

1832 Democratic party is formed. Jackson ig reelected, president;

Martin Yan Burern, vice president.

1834 Philip B, Cotfey is born in Irndianz.
182 Martin Van SBuren elected. Republic of Texas ie formed and the
Battle of the Alamo is fought.
Macdelin Cundiff dies znd Delilah Coffey iz born in Indiznz.
1237 Elizabeth Coffey is born in Indiansz.
1840 Harriszon znd Tvler elected in lands)lide cuer Wan Buren znd
Fichard M. John=zon.
124% Harrizon dies after 31 daws in office,
Fokert Washington Coffey it born,
1244 Jamez Polk elected.
Lewiz Martin Coffey s born in Indiana.,
Lewis ™, Coffey dies at age 45.
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~“ HOTE TS THE RERDER .
e =zpoiigize for some ot the itncomplets Jdata. e nave zzen zome
czses where pegple have worked +or wvearz on their family STOr
wiith  the tdez of pubtlishing = book when (T was complets. &S
this trpe of proiect iz almost never "compliete” the indormaticn
wa s never oubklished and forever lozt, ide zre trewing o awvoid
this by distriputing the s=story ze widely 2z possible, znd so-
Ticiting participation by all interested perszons.
There zre many. more interesting stories to tell that do not
appear 'm0 othis ﬂ«mphlu :

A compiete account of the zervice and batiles of the 4ath
Incignz Regiment of the Mexican War 124772 1z avzilzable. John
L. Doffew zerued in this unit,

-andson of John L. received the rndrew Carnegie Heroes
medal after he died saving a drowning +riend in 1910,

rddaughter of Moses T. was a litelong teacher and  in-
.l in formulating remedial reading methods in the Kan-
tional systems.

We're sure there are others.

A great deal more is Known about many families down to present
generations. As of 1983 we Know of at lezst one living descend-
ent of Robert W. and also one of Delilah (Coffey? Hale‘s family.
Nothing is known of living members of the Fhilip B. or the Lewis
Martin Coffey families. Grandsone of John L. vicsited with =zome
of the Moses T. family in the 1920°s. A1l that the latter ccould
recall was that & Russell and Ellis Coffey claimed that they
were cousine from Chicago. If Russell and Ellis are alive today
they are in their 90°s. '

This paper was prepared on a computer file and copies are avail-
abte on request at the cost of printing and mailing. We hope
that our hundredes of cousine will all get to see the stary and
heip #i11 in the blanks that still exist.

Lecnard M. Catfew
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865 East Silver
Tucson, Arizona

85719

21 April 1991 P (J >
(/ ) /.-‘ /

Donna Coffey el
38 Outer Drive i
Martinsville, Indiana —"

L6151

Dear Donna:

Yes, I am glad to revort that I have a copy of Leonard's
Lewis Coffey Story and am glad that I could make a copy

for you as well as for Bonnie Culley. Your copy is enclosed
and I am mailing the other copy to Bonnie. Also, I am giving
a copy to my friend Ted Turpin, here in Tucson. He may be on
the family tree, too.

family
It occurs to me that as members of the Lewis Coffey/branched
out into other midwestern states from Indiana to Illinois,
Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas their stories could be written
for the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse. I will endeavor to
submit the story about the lowa branch and the sub-branch
that went to Oregon from Iowa.

It was good hearing from you. Increasingly I value Leonard
Coffey's interest in family history and am grateful that he
started the Coffey Cousins' Clearinghouse and the annual
Coffee/Coffey Conventions.

We would love to be attending this year, especially in Boone,
North Carolina, but I am still recuperating from a heart attack
and quadruple by-pass surgery. I still have six more weeks of
cardiac rehabilitation at the hospital. I am doing fine and am
off all medication except one baby aspirin a day.

We are planning to go back to our granddaughter's graduation
from Ellsworth, Maine, High School on June 7th.

Along with the copy of Leonard's Lewis Coffey Story, I am
mailing a copy of this letter to Bonnie,

Bess_sends her best along with mine.

Fran)Coffey

7-_7/1@/0\_/

o
cc: Bonnie Culley




(ﬁk HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

CHARLES BLANCHARD, EDITOR.,
F.A. BATTEY & CO., PUBLISHERS, Chicago
1884

MOSES T. COFFEY

MOSES T. COFFEY, stock-raiser and farmer, is a native of this county, was born
May 24, 1831, and is the fifth of the ten children of Lewis and Delilah (Turpin)
Coffey, natives of Kentucky, and respectively of English and Irish descent.
Lewis Coffey emigrated to this county in 1828; entered land, which he afterward
cleared and sold, then engaged in flat-boating to New Orleans and died in the
spring of 1844. Moses was reared on the paternal farm, and received the
rudiments of an education from subscription schools. After the death of his
father, the care of the family descended upon him, and to which he gave the
wages earned by monthly labor; yet now, as a result of his economy and
application, he owns a good farm of fifty acres, containing stock, and being
generally well improved. March 11, 1852, he married Miss Lucinda Renner, a
native of Ohio, born March 24, 1834, a union which has been prolific in thirteen
children, only eight of whom received names -- George W., Mary J., John D.,
F™ip L., Barbara A., Eliza C., Martha P. and William T. Mr. Coffey is a
ra.ical and active Democrat, by which party he was elected Justice of the Peace

in 1874, for a term of four years. He is a liberal gentleman and his wife is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.





