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A Chapter From Real Life

In Casey County, 132 |Years Ago 1829-1961

I have read but few novels in my life, but from the few I
have had a chance to read I am satisfied that the best romance
that was ever written is that which comes the nearest being a
true picture of what we have all seen at some time or other in
real life. The fact is, human nature is a curious thing; and I have
sometimes thought that human life, with all its joys and sor-

‘rows, its loves and rivalries, its hopes and disappointments, is
‘but little else than a tale that is told. In illustration of this I will

endeavor to beguile a few hours of pain and suffering which 1

.incurred from a recent and somewhat dangerous accident, by
_relating, in my own rude way, an accident which came under my
.observation in my early manhood.

One of the most estimable men I ever knew in my life was
Colonel Jesse Coffey, who lived and died in Casey county, near
the Lincoln line. He was not only an intelligent, affable, digni-
fied gentleman, of far more than average talents, but brave and
honorable to the last degree. When about twenty-five years of
age, he bade adieu to his young and beautiful wife, with four
lovely children, and followed the rallant Shelby in the war of
1812. In the memorable battle of the Thames, which occurred on
the 5th day of October, 1818, he was wounded at the head of his
company, but not so badly as to compel him to quit the fight in
which his bravery continued to distinguish him till its close,
nor to prevent him, after the smoke of the conflict had cleared

‘away, from helping to bear from the field the bleeding forms of

Colonel R. M. Johnson and Colonel James Davison, while old
Colonel Whitley, of Stanford, and the renowned Tecumseh, lay
within a few feet of each other dead upon the ground.
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2 ROMANCE AND MARRIAGE

The war closed, as everybody knows, with the wonderful vic-
tory at New Orleans, on the 8th of January, 1815, which made
the name of Jackson immortal, and sent the remains of Packen-
ham back to England in a hogshead of rum; and on the return
of Colonel Coffey to his family he received from the Governor,
as an acknowledgement of his patriotism and gallantry, a com-
mission as Colonel, which he honored by aceepting it, and wore
with dignity the title it conferred until the day of his death.

The return of peace brought with it the blessings of prosper-
ity, but to none more generously than to Colonel Coffey. By close
attention to business, and a course of strictly honorable dealing
with all his fellow-men, his wealth continued to increase, while
he continued to grow in public esteem until the year 1827 found
him one of the most popular men that ever lived in any com-
munity, in possession of an ample fortune, blest with the love of
a most affectionate wife, and surrounded by a family of healthy,
handsome, intelligent children, besides a large number of valu-
able and contented slaves. His homestead in fact presented one
of those pleasing examples of a perfectly regulated domestic
economy which at that day were so often to be met with in our
State, but which at this time it would perhaps be very difficult
to find. His house was the home of hospitality, and his table
was always loaded with the fruits of rural thrift. His barns and
his stock always indicated the oversight of the careful hus-
bandman, while his family was comfortably clothed in the
products of home industry. His children were provided with all
the educational advantages the community afforded, and such
of their reasonable wants as could not be met by the immediate
produce of the farm, were amply supplied by the abundant
surplus which, notwithstanding the want of railroads and
turnpikes, was always sure to find a market. Taken all in all,

Colonel Coffey’s might well have been considered the model
home of its day and time.

But the jewel of his household was his daughter, Polly, at
the time which I write, a beautiful, blooming girl about nine-
teen years of age, sprightly, industrious and accomplished far

bey.ond the majority of her sex in the neighborhood, and withal
amiable almost to a fault.

The Colonel, finding it necessary to build a larger house for

¢
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the comfort of his family, as well as a mill for the accommoda-

tion of himself and the neighborhood generall):, employed. a

young man named Vardiman to lay the foundations and build

the chimneys for the one, and a young man named Pleasants to

take charge of the work on the other. These young men, who

lived about twenty five miles off, were near neighbors, and

had been warm friends from their earliest infancy, and two

handsomer or higher-toned young fellows than they were you

never saw in your life. They had both seen a good deal of the

world; and were as well qualified, both by nature and culture,
to make themselves agreeable in society as any two young men
I ever met with. Besides, they were both remarkably steads.r,
industrious, hardworking young fellows; for although their
parents were in fine fix, so far as property was cor!cerned, they
lived at a time when it was not considered a disgrace to a
gentleman to make his living by the sweat of his brow, as qu
Almight ordained that he should do. They had not been. in
the neighborhood long until they became the general favorites
of all classes, male and female, old and young. They were.al-
ways together, and at meeting, or at a party, or around the fire-
side, or wherever they might be, they were always 80 remarlf-
ably polite and courteous and gentleman‘ly in t.hen' manners, it
was impossible for the neighbors to decide which of them was
better entitled to their respect. With the young people, ehspelqlz-
ially with the girls of the neighborhood, they stood ve:iy ll'gh’
they were so kind, and considerate, and so smoothe an plo ‘l; -
ed in their address; but what probably made the young ladies
show them more attention than they would otherwise have
done was the singular fact that no amount of manag:emegt
could cver entice either of them to say a single word in }11; e
way of courtship to any of them. But with nobody did 11:1 ey
stand higher than with the Colonel. He was a powerful pushing
business man himself and he liked their prompt, industrious
business habits, so when they wished to go anywhere the
negroes were ordered to bring out the best horses and saddles

the place for them to ride, and every kindness and attention
2lrllat :ng gentleman could desire was shown them by the whole

family.

Some time in the fall Vardiman finished his work and the
Colonel paid him off, expressing many regrets at having to part
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4 ROMANCE AND MARRIAGE

It is generally admitted, I believe, among those who have
known me all my life, that although I may have been many a
time sadly in need of more precious metals, I always had plenty
of brass, and I shall always think that on this occasion I put
what I had on hand to a pretty good use. Seeing that the party
would prove a dead failure so far as enjoyment was concerned
unless something was done to break the ice, I took my stand in
front of the fire-place and looked first to one side and then the
other until the gaze of the whole crowd was fixed on me, and
then said: “Ladies and gentlemen, one and all, please rise to
your feet.”

They all rose immediately, and I continued: “Ladies and
gentlemen of Lincoln,” making them a profound bow, “permit
me to introduce the ladies and gentlemen of Casey,” bowing to
them in turn. Both parlies bowed and took their seats, and I
went on, “I take it for granted that we all belong to the most
respectable class of society; or we would not be here; and as
this is not exactly a funeral, I don’t see any use in our sitting
around looking as melancholy as a parcel of last year’s scare-
crows. I therefore propose that any gentleman may introduce
himself to any lady present without being offensive.” With
that I stepped up to a very handsome, intelligent looking young
lady, and making her the most graceful bow I could, said: Miss,
my name is P. B. Riffe, I was born in Casey county, and raised
in the swamps of Green River. May I have the honor of your
acquaintance? There had been no books of etiquette printed
that day to teach young people how to be disagreeable under
the name of politeness; so instead of taking umbrage at what I
am afraid most young ladies of the present generation would
consider as little better than downright affrontery, she arose
with about the air I had put on myself, and dropping me a Jow

courtesy, replied, “Certainly, sir, with pleasure. My name is
Clementia White I was born in Lincoln county and raised
among the pinks and roses of Cedar Creek.”

I saw 1 was beaten at my own game and acknowledged the
corn while the company enjoyed a big laugh at my expense, the
first symptom of merriment I had seen for the last two days.

)
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Determined not to be outdone, I offered her my arm for a
promenade, and as we started, I asked Miss Clementia if she
sang. She replied: “But very little, but would be delighted to
have a song from me.” I told her I knew but few songs, but if
she would assist me, I would try my hand on “Sister Phoebe.”

“Sister Phoebe,” said she, “I don’t think I ever heard of it
before.”

“No difference,” said I, “but there is a little acting that has
to be gone through with as it is sung to make it go off right, and
I only want you to assist me in that.”

“Very well,” said she, I will try,” and I struck up:
“Oh! Sister Phoebe, how merry were we,

“The time we sat under the juniper tree,

“Put this hat on your head, 'twil keep your head warm.
“And take a sweet kiss, *twill do you no harm.”

As I sung the next to the last line, I placed my hands as if I
was putting a hat on her head, and just as I finished the last I
caught her around the neck and kissed her quicker than a frog
would cateh a fly.

The whole room roared with laughter, and an old black
woman who was standing with the other darkies, who had
gathered about the windows, burst out:

“Da, now, Miss Clementia done got her match dat time.”

Neither of us cracked a smile, but Miss Clementia drew back
a little and said:

“Why, I was not expecting that.”

“Oh, no,” said I. “I suppose not, but you agreed to help me
go through the motions if I would sing you that song, and that
was simply one of the motions.”

This set the crowd to laughing again and the uproar brought
Pleasants and his friends from the old folks’ room ,and no sooner
had they got in than I proposed a play in which all hands could
join. I wanted to ring Pleasants into something that would make
him forget his troubles, and nothing suited my purpose better
than “Killy Cranky.” For the information of the younger people
of the present generation who have perhaps never heard of it
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before, I will here explain that in this old time play the ladies
and gentlemen would pair off with each other according to
choice, form double file arm in arm, and as they sung a song to
the tune of “Killy Cranky' they marched to the music and per-
formed various evolutions, which wound up with every fellow
kissing his partner, which was sometimes slightly resisted, it is
true, but still I never knew a man to make a total failure in it in
my life. Very often indeed, it was gone through with consider-
able vigor on both sides.

So I proposed “Killy Cranky,” and we all selected our part-
ners and struck out. Pleasants and one of the prettiest girls in
the room, who had taken him for a partner, at my suggestion, in
the lead, Miss Clementia and I next, and the rest following, us,
two and two. After we got through with “Killy Cranky,” we
had “fishing for love” and one or two other plays of the same
sort, all of which wound up in the same way. Pleasants took a
part in all of them, and as all the prettiest girls in the house vied
with each other in showing him every attention, it is more than
likely that before he got through he had begun to suspect that I
was correct in the remark I had made to him the night before,
that ;‘tgere were as good fish in the sea as had ever been caught
out of it.”

Finally some one proposed that we should have a dance, when
in came four likely negro fellows with two fiddles, a tamborine
and a triangle, and in a very few minutes an old fashioned eight-
handed reel was going to the tune of “Natchez under the hill,”
which put new life into the heels of the hearty younz dancers,
who were troubled with neither tight boots nor corsets. This was
followed by the “Forked Deer,” “Kiss Me Sweetly,” “Money
Musk,” “Fisher’s Hornpipe,” and other old tunes, which I sup-
pose have long since gone out of date, until way late in the night
or rather, I should have said soon in the mornin~: for the
chickens were crowing for day when we parted, shaking hands
all round and bidding each other good-bye as though we had
been well acquainted all our lives.

And where now are all who composed that party, which al-
though it assembled in sorrow, quaffed ere it separated the
sweetest cup of innocent pleasvre? Some of them I never saw
again, and nearly all have none to their last lonz rest. Pleasants
finally married and by adding to the fine patrimony he inherited
from his father the rewards of his own industry and economy,
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grew wealthy and removed to Illinois, where for aught I know
he may be living yet.

But to Vardiman and his bride, who can say the fruition
equaled their impassioned hopes? Who can say it did not far
exceed them? They lived for ten years prosperously and happy,
lWher‘ni Eolly passed away, and in a few years her husband fol-
owed her.

) Colonel] Coffey, mourned in death as he had been honored in
life, sleeps by the side of his loving wife Tabitha (Riffe) Coffey.
Thus have they all gone, while I am here to be called perhaps a
tglz:r.rullgus old man for this imperfect sketch of a single drama of

eir lives.

: ¢+ - ,. COFFEYS
t, ? LR ..,‘t-:-_ - . ST '.“
__Jesse Coffey of Lincoln county, Kentucky, born 1781, died

1850, son of Asborn and Molly Nightengale Coffey, grandson of
Wi]liam Coffey, married Tabitha Riffe. Of their 10 children only
"\ five of which we have any contact of descendents.

~ Polly Coffey, the oldest, was married to Jeremiah Vardama X
§ This family history will be found in Vardaman families. 8

. Nathan Coffey, brother to Polly, lived and died in Kentucky,
his granddaughter, Bessie Judd, who lives on part of the old
Jessee Coffey plantation at Middleburg, Ky., as of 1961.

= #~ R. N. Coffey, married to Sallie Portman, came to Texas 1853,
lived in the Stony Point community. Deceased children and
grandchildren are as follow: William Coffey, married Saphronia
Williamson, deceased children Clarence, Lora Rodgers, Minnie
Rodgers, Burl married Leina Gaines, children Dan, Helen Hank-
ins and Garland; Worth Coffey married Jennie Griffin, deceased
children Vorilla Fagala, Mallie, Jim married Minnie Johnson
children Effie Lane, Lindsey, Loleita Ransom, Agnes King, Inez
Alexander, Wilma Rauritzen, Margaret’ Tarvin, and Jessie
moon. After the death of Minnie Jim married Appilieona Han-
sard. Cam Coffey married Willie Johnson, Willie Coffey married
Fred John, children Mildred Lancon, Ina Holcomb and Charles
John. Patsy Coffey married Dink Flemming, Anna Coffey mar-
ried Sim Hightower. Emma Coffey married Riley Moore, George
Coffey single deceased. Jesse Coffey died youne. John C. Coffey
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Sabra Smith married Jim Headrick, both deceased. Children
Beatrice Huddleston, children Ruth Spurgin, Betty Gipson,
Charles and Leroy. Bety Headrick, single, Morgan Headrick,
deceased, married Doris Allen, son James. Ann Mary Headrick
married John Shelton, children Waldine, deceased, James, John-
ny, M(;)rgan, Anita Millican, Weilie Kirby, Bob and Donald, de-
ceased.

Betsy Morgan Smith married Charlie Adams, both deceased,
children Bessie Beasley, Callie Smith, Corine Cox, Ed, Talmadge

and Charlie.

Susan Smith married Alfred Clayton, both deceased, children
Rena, deceased, Bettie Luper, daughter Maurine Gant. Miles
Clayton, deceased. Morgan Clayton married Allie Benton, chil-
dren Shirley Langford, Alfred, Marsha Wall, Stanley. Victoria
Clayton married Tom Odom, deceased, son Clayton.

Kate Smith married Asa Hudson, both deceased, children
Ann Mary married Si Burks, children Kattie Logue, deceased.
Willie Caddell, Bulah Roberts, Mary Dodd, Lewis, Charlie,
Wanda Hall, Florence Morgan and Alice Carroll.

Jeremiah Vardaman of whom the previous story was
written, born May 10, 1797 in Kentucky married Polly Coffey
March 12, 1829, born April 25, 1808, died May 29, 1842, were
parents of seven children. After Polly’s death Jeremiah moved
to Texas, 1853, settled in Collin county, between Melissa and
Anna, died March 28, 1854, buried in Throckmorton cemetery.
Five of the seven children moved to Texas as follows:

Jess Morgan Vardaman, first child of Polly and Jeremiah,
married Hannah Portman, both deceased, buried Bridges ceme-
tery, Denton county, Texas. Children as follow: Janie Vardaman
married Jim Hays, both deceased, four children Georze Varda-
man, single, deceased, Pattie Vardaman married Tom Fouts, both
deceased, children Nora Fouts aged 2, deceased, Charlie Fouts
married Marcia Miller, both deceased, girl Dorthy Batte. Julia
Fouts married Jim Golladay, deceased, no child, Hannah Fouts
married J. 0. McDonald, deceased, twin girls De Nyce Hackler,
De Loyce Griffin Mays. Cecil Fouts married Eugenia Chitwood,
girl De Nece Rochelle. Sidney Fouts, deceased, married Charlie
Hussey, children James, killed in war 1937, Bettie Atcherson,
John and Lula Simpson. Wardo Fouts married Annie Richard-
son, no family, deceased. Isabelle Fouts married Arthur Bennett,
children A, C., Billie Joe, Roland and Ladena Penner. Alma
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Fouts married Fred Rufner, children Pats

ts ) ; . y Part, Wanda Page,
Chrl.stme Fouts married 0. H. McDonald, two sons O. H. ?Ir. :ﬁl
David. Thomas Fouts married Mary Harriss, son Thomas. Bettie

Vardaman, twin to Pattie, married Oliver Buster
children Fx_'ancis Buster, deceased, Leah Bustef' ’mt:;'tr};ege(l:{eggggé
Merrell, clpldren Winifred Rollins, Leona Garrett. Pattie Buster
died at birth, lentqn Buster married Ruby Tidwell children
Betty Capers, Francis Willingham, Patsy Cole. Nanni’e Buster
deceased, married B_arney Mays,, son, deceased. Vardaman Bus-‘
ter, deceaseq, married Pauline Martin, children Marie Taylor
Lavon Fulw:xler. William Buster married Loretta Putty m;
children. Empch and Vi Buster, deceased. Jeff Vardaman, de-
ceased, married Hattie Cobb, children Audrey Bryan chil’dren
Lula, decease.d, Glendon, and Virginia. Valera Wright 'daughter
Linda. Nannle_Vard.am_an, single, deceased. Welch \,’ardaman
qeceased, married .Mmgue Trigg, no family. Ephriam Vardamar;
first married Am_ue Hill, both deceased, children Jesse married
Naoml Boot}!, children Billy and Larry. Bettie Vardaman mar-
ried Roy Sullivan, children Bettie Basham, Kayanna and Tomm
After the death of Annie, Ephriam married Daisy McCollougﬂ'
children George Vardaman married Ruby MecGown children’
Pamela, George. Calvin Vardaman married Ruth Busc]"l children
Sandra, Deborah. Annie Laurie Vardaman married Bt;b Miller
gixlxllg::’t; g:lt‘;elrt, Lgulnet. J?Irry Vardaman married Alfalene Jolly’
olyn, Celeste, Jame i i in-
son, children Bridget, Kirsten, SPX;;.d Aman married Mina Robin-

Mary Vardaman, second child of Polly and Jeremi i
Sam Hays, both .decea.sed, moved to Texgs. Chi]drer;nmaﬁ;1 }gﬁgﬁ?}
Tom Hays.marrle.d Kittura Farrington, deceased, one girl Iin;
Hays‘ marrlgd Janie Vardaman, decensed, 4 children, Jerry Ha 8
married Price Johnson, deceased, eight children. Patsy Hay;;
married Dave Truman, deceased, four boys. Catherine Hagq
married George Hays, deceased, 10 children. three livin~ Lei'la‘a
Miller, Jim, and Vina Ruben. Christopher Hays married 'Luella
B:ayl_v, deceased, sons Marvin and Charles, Elizabeth Hays mar
ried John Leonal_'d, deceased, children Raydo, Susie. Odelle. Gen:
evive, and Naomi Culpepper. Emma Hays married, four children,

John Vardaman, third child : .
young in Kentucky, 184:)‘1: child of Polly and Jeremiah, died

Lucy Ann Vardaman, fourth child of Poll i
Ir_lnoved to Texas, died 1901, buried at Whitesgogo,a;iriggrg:ﬁ;
ucas, children as follows: Mary Judith Lucas married Peter
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Sweeney married Blanche Pearce, children Francis, Judy and
Joe. Paul Sweeney first married Gussie McGinnis, twin girls
Effie DeJuan Gagnon, Maggie LeVonne Cannon. Paul married
second Jesse Thomas. Richard Sweeney died young. Zackery
Sweeney married Gwinn Bell, children Talamadge, Carolyn.
Charles Sweeney died at birth. Onita Sweeney married Ernest
Hodges, five sons Eldon, Ozon, Johny, Jim and Rickey. Jewel
Sweeney first married Dorthy Cotner, son. Jewel married second
Bernice Mead, son Oscar. Clara Belle Sweeney born dead.

Clara Portman married Alfred Clayton, both buried Cannon
cemetery, children Geneva Clayton married Jewell Marshall, no
family. Lillian Clayton married Jess Brinkley, children Kenneth
and Mary Jane McCrary. Earl Clayton married Winnie Smith,
girl Earline. Jewell Clayton, single. Evelyn Clayton married Ira
Bruce, children Charlotte, Estyleen Tappans and Patrica Allen.
Reuben Clayton married Betty Thompson, children Rachel Til-
lett and Calvin. Zelma Clayton married Elton Watson, no family.

Gynith and baby Clayton died young.
Ephriam Portman died age 9.
Charlie Portman died age 34, single.

Katie Portman married Charlie Beaver, both buried Van
Alstyne, children Weldon Beaver married Dorthy Hunnicutt,
children Jack, Kenneth and Anna Watts. Charlie Marie Beaver
married Leonard Hodges, no family.

John Richard Portman married Grace Olds, both buried Van
Alstyne, children Patsy Portman married Otis Neathery, two
girls Melba Johnson and Grace, deceased. Aline Portman mar-
ried Joe Hoyle children Joe, Mary Beth and John. Mildred Port-
man married Ernest Smith, children Burdell and La Dora. Rich-
ard Portman married Opal Nevins, children Hazel Duncan and
Don. Glen Portman married Jessie Polson, children Jerri, Bobby,
Patsy and Jackie. Billie Portman married Margaret Edmonson,
children Jack and Hilda.

Jeremiah Vardaman, seventh child of Polly and Jeremiah,
killed in war 1863, Tennessee.
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PORTMANS

Eal‘ly Portman Families CcO .e(l . (8 i 0
h ’ Pl rom Hlstor f K y
B . s . y h entuck
.ap tlst b.y J II. Spencel and addl tlona] lnf Ormatlon from de—

John Portman from London, En i

J : » England, migrated to P -
vania, to Squth Carolina, later to Christian county, Kes:;lli:;f;
where he dlefi, 1799. A son John Portman II married a Mis:;
Mcvghortqr, _hv‘ed on Green river, raised two sons John who
vPv:a)x;t nt}zf?(:::;ﬁ;%pﬁ%gz% 1'?55.C’Ihe other son, George ’McWhorter

atsy Coffey, sist

M. and Patsy Portman had 12 children a:rf%ti]gxls.:Jesse. George

Jesse C. Portman, first child of G. M
: n, . M. and P
g;’arﬁgd bl;‘gg}rlmahPRtlffe };vhﬁ is mentioned in theagigrsl') ow{‘:riri:a?ﬁ
er reter B. Riffe, came to Texas, w. i
%Ii'ﬁ?ghlgg;‘tggrlle?n :f'n Bgldggsrcem%tery. Had follo{vin;sch%?iggg?
1 N e aiime Harrington, d d i )
Earl and Jimmie Prince. Christoph man marvied Al
Hall, deceased, children :Iesse Aop  domaman martied Alice
’ ased, chi » Anna, deceased. Matthew P
man married Sallie Walton, deceased. J iy
deceased. Hannah Portman ’marri d Je W Vorgeman, single,
family record see Vardaman fairf’ li o Molly prdaman for thig
Pryor, deceased, children Florenc lql:? oy Portman married
ter, deceased, girl Catherine H y .t n Pate eased, Anna Car-
Tom Threadgill, deceased no fam]')l o Patgy Dortman martied
’ 3 . Ma Port i
George McWhorter, deceased aa;‘mx family® Bligapnan married
: ) » No family. Elizabeth P
married John Trout, children Charli i grtman
! ) e Calvin, J i
Chrlt(,1 Har!nah Talley, Anna Griffin, Maggie Mosiz? i?l}llge,
ceased. Julia Portman married Dave Thurman, one son’ &

John Portman, second child of G. M. and Patsy Portman

married Cynthia Watkins, deceased, no data.

Clayton, Dr. Baily, Patsy, and M:
fourtl futeh T Y, Yy, an atthew Portman, third,
coarth, fifth, ts:'x h children of G. M. and Patsy Portman, all de-

George Portman, sev i
was school teacher, d?:c; es?rt\glg.hud of G. M. and Patsy Portman

Betsy Portman, eighth child of G

€ , . M. and Pats

}?arriled J. 8. Pattie, decepsed, children Sam Pattieamirgggt?ﬁn
enderson, deceased, children Dale, Don, Jack and Howa‘rd:jl

Em . - A
Albg;?.}?attle Cunningham, deceased, children Fannie, Fred and
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