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PREF.ACE.

“ , i TuE following sheets have been carefully reproduced

L Co o f from the authorities mentioned, the purpose being to
R ‘ give something like a historical record of a sept, of
which the writer is a descendant. The name Coffey
often, from its peculiarity, having given risc to various
conjectures as to its origin or derivation, has been to
the bearers of it (at least in the writer's case) a question

of discussion.

. : - : Occupation and circumstances prevenfed any member |
' of the writer's family from entering on the subject,
) \ although the matter, to all, has been a source of
9‘ considerable interest, and is now—for the benefit of the

descendauts of the grand old clun, who, at one time,
were the lords of nenrly all the south of Ircland, de-
scended, too, from Ith,.of the royal family of Spain,

[ .
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and, through the female line, from the royal family of
Gaul—put forward merely for the information of all
those who, from occupation or abscnce from the coun-
try, may not have an opportunity of obtaining the de-
sired information for themsclves. _ .

Through the many records in existence, both printed
and manuscript, the task has been comparatively casy.

Tt is not attempted to go beyond merely giving the
extracts as they oceur, from their various sources, ur-
ranged in something like chronological order.

Access has been kindly permitted the writer to va-
rious manuscripts in the Royal Irish Academy, and also
a manuscript copy of "the annals of Inflisfallen, in the
possession of Charles Haliday, Esq., through that gen-
tleman’s courtesy.

He has also obtained from Sir Bernard Burke,
Ulster King of Arms, an officinl copy, authenticated

by him, of the pedigree of the Cofley fumily, from the

records preserved at the Dirmingham Tower, Dublin

Castle, and where cvery fucility of investigation was
afforded by Sir Bernard Burke, with the usual cour-
tesy extended by that gentleman in the discharge
of his dutics. , _

The first mention of the nume in Irish history is
Cobhthach Cwlmbreagh (Cachura), i.e., Cofley the Slen-
der, of Bregia, From the time of this monarch, down.

v

wards, there are frequent references to princes, poets,
and sages, bearing the name—especially the latter, one
of whom, a Druid, is referred to in the late Eugene
O’Curry’s paper in No. VL. of the Adantis.

Dr. O’Brien, Bishop of Cloyne, who published his
Dictionary at Paris in 1768, says, that there is not, to
his knowledge, a single member of this sept occupying
the position of a gentleman; and, judging from the re-
cords of his time and the period immediately succceding,

there is little doubt he was, in the main, correct in that

“statcinent; but it is a fact worthy of record, as exhibit-

ing the vicissitudes of old and distinguished familics,
that a direct lineal descendant of the Cobthaich, from
whom the writer's family descends, possessed a cousi-
derable tract of the most beautiful part of the county
of Kerry under the Mac Carthy More, with whose
ancestors the 0'Cobthaighs were allicd, as appears by
the pedigree set forth—and held this possession so late
as 1703, and for fifty ycars subsequent to that date.
But yet it is not too much to say, that in the present
generation, when the ban of religious and national pro-
hibition no longer exists, that some of- the descendants
of that old clan, who fought, dicd, and were beggared
for their country and religious bpinions, have aguin
come to the surfuce in various purts of the world, and

some of them rank once nore as men of position and
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station in the Jands of O'Cobhthaigh, according to the

poet:
“ Ireland is called tho House of Tuathal,
The Court of Con, the land of Feldlim Fair,
The ground of Hugony, the ficld of Asth,
Coblithacl’s region, and Cormac’s plain”.

0Ogygia, p. 19.
Generations have passed away, and still the name has
come down, Anglicised, as the language and circum.
stances of the country necessitated ; but its identity
has been preserved to the present hour.

v H. A. CorrEy.

Dusuiv,
April, 1868.
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GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL
RECORDS

oY THRE

SEPT COBHTHAIGH,

NOW

COFFEY,

—e——

[From the Irish-English Dictionary, Paris, 1768.)

Connacu, stout, brave, valiant.

Coburaci, victorious. Ifcnce it became the proper name of
many of the Irish kings, and answers very nearly to the Latin
word victorious.

N.B.—Conntuacn, signifying victorious, was the proper name
of an Irish Chicf, from whom the ancient family, called O'Conn-
tHAICH, derive their name and descent. They were Dynasts or
chief lords of the territories now called Barryroe, cast and west,
in the county of Cork. They were of the Lugadian race, which
gave the ancient name of Corca-Luighe to all the south-west parts
of the county of Cork, & name that is now reduced to only two
parishes separated by the River Jilean, which forms the harbour
of Baltimore, and are called Cothluighe, o corrupt contraction of
the word Corea luighe. It scems the O'Covurnaicks, Iinglish
O'Cowhig, were originally the most distinguished of the Lugadian
families, since their chief is mentioned in the first rank, and with
high distinction, particunlarly with regard to his hospitality, before
the O'Flains and the 0'Driscols, in the following ancient rhymes.
O'Connralce na ward-ccorn-dir; O Flalun-drda, 8'6 heidivscesil;
triar do chinn air iathaibh sean; tridr ndeh do chlannaibh mileadh,
where the compound word drd-ccorn-oir, signifying tall and large
drinking cups of massy gold, and not inferior, in sublime combi-
nation of idcss, to any compound cpithet in ITomer, is pompousl
expressive of O'Cobthaiec's greal lxosritality. Note that the ver
do chinn, in the above rhymes sigmifics to reign as king.,  Vid,
ceann, cinn, supra; but o viclaucholy remark which remains to
Lo made, iy, that of the two [amilics first mentioned in the just
recited thymes, there is not, to my knowledge, one individual now
existing that may be held in the light of 8 gentleman, having
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been ull dispossessed loug since of their very ancient nnd large
properties; which, indeed, is the case of many other Irish familics
not less illustrious in fonmer times, who are now either quite
extinct, or reduced to a state of perfect obscurity, for the reason
now mentioned.

MISCELLANY OF THE CELTIC SOCIETY, AND
OTHER MSS.

[Edited by Joan 0'Doxovay, LL.D,, M.R.I.A.; Dublin, 1849.)

[The Mearings of the middle cantred, viz., O'Cobthaigh's Terri-
tory.]
O'Dubldaleithe, now Dowdall; D. MacFirbisigh, makes O'Cob-
thaizhs O'Cowhigr, tho chicf of this territory, which he designates
by the alias name of Triocha Meadhonaigh, i.e. the centrul cantred,

extending from Beal-atha-na-h-Uidhre to Beal-atha-byidhe, aud
- from Gort-na-daibhche to Loch-an-tairbh.

GENEALOGY .OF UA CODHTHAIGH.

[Taighg Coffey, son of Donnchadh Mor,

son of 6oblxthuch, gon of Cobhthach Finn,

son of Walter, son of Dunghalach, )
son of Nichol, .. son of Ailill,

son of Conchobhar, son of Maccon,
son of Maghnus, son of Connad of Cillen,
son of Ilugh, son of Fearghus,
son’ of Donnchadh of Daingean, gon of Ailill,

son of Forghal of Dun, [mnhuic, son of Macrcithe,
son of Diarmaid of Achadh-con- son of Gearan,
gon of Conchobhar, gon of Duach,
son of Mathghamhain, son of Maicniadh,
son of Conchobhar Cearmna,  son of Maccon,
son of Macraith, son of Lughaidh,
son of Domhnall, son of Ith].

Ua Cobhthaigh, now O'Cowhig and Coffey, This lino of pedigreo Inserted in
beackels is takon from tho Book of Ballymote, Thig fumily was seated in tho
Burony of Bullyros, nncicatly ealled Trichn cliend Meadhionach, or the widdlo or
ceatend cantred—Seo O'Bricn's Irish-Lnglish Dictionary in voce Conruacn, and
Caubrensis Eversus, cdited by the Jtov. M. Kelly, p. 208, noto x.  Dr. Swith In
his History of Cork, bouk 11, e. 8, says, “ Almust on cvery headlund of this
Larony wero custles erected by tha Irioh, seven of which belunged to thoe sept of
0'Cowhiy, as Dundewdy, Dunowen, Dunvre, Dunoen, Dunocowhiy, Dunworley,
and Dungerley™.
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LU Y,' alies MAC CON, MoNARCH oF IRELAND.
i

|
Fothach Arglhiach,
118th Monarch ul Ire-

I
Fothach Ca-
nann, anceator

t
Encas én ga1 pinly
.6, bluody s-pcnr. fro?n’

1
Yothach Caerponch
110t Monareh, after

1and jolotly with Lis  his brother's murder  whom descends U’Co to Campbeld
brotuer, murdered by  wasalain fo batllu by  O'tlowlasy, ll‘i-:lvo. :'{lc?“' Dukoof .{'rc;‘&
men, 4.0 285, Cslitu Mac Ronan,
Nathy, Fcréus. 3 '
» quo the O‘Driscolls, l acale,
Luy, Dreasall,
’ | Eoch
. Zne‘l, . Y,
‘ i
] |
Iresn, Geiw. Conor,
Conell - Balre,
Cluon,
cel'lﬂll Garran,
Relthe, =
. .'
ou:u. lnI:m. ' " Hug Deg,
l-'er?uq, Ilnlclula. Echin,
Connacille, Comnan, Eochy
| aigmgh,
Mee Con, - Olean, m!lre.
|
| & quo the surname of 0'Datro of Aran
Oliult, St. Beoardh, e 0 to Certry,
of Atdearn °
Dungoelt,

c»btlmc,n Flonn, & quo tho surname of 0°Coffoy,

Donochmor,
Donaldmor,
Macralth,

|
Connor
Ceqmna.

na-,imu.
Conur,

Maliun
dall,

Cabtllmch,

Dcr:not
aca-Lony

Fergal
an oum,

Dul!och
© Angamgna,

Hugh,
Maguus,
Couor,
Nicholas,

Wallor,
Cobthachy,

—_— Tolgo (1Cufly.

The ubove Ledigree is fuithfully extracted from the Douks of Ulster's Qffice.

ROBERY SMULLH, Ragisirag, ete,
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FROM THE MISGELLANYBOF THE CELTIC SOCIETY,
' 1849.

[Jorx O'Donovan.]

A.D. 1232, Dombnall God’ Mac Carthaigh was taken prisoner
b{ his own brother Cormac Mac Carthaigh, but he was sut at
L ertgnb him at the end of a quarter; and immediately after this
Domhnall went, at the instance of Maghnus O'Cobhthaigh and
the daughter of O'Muircheartaigh (O’Moriarty), to commit an un-
neighbourly act against Muircheartaigh O'Mathghamhna (O'Ma-
hony), a thing which he did, for he slew the three sons of O'Math-

hamhna, and plundered himself; and in consequence of this,
omhnall Cairbreach and his race remained in the south from that

forth.

From Annals of Ireland.

THREE FRAGMENTS,

COPIED FROM ANCIENT SOURCES BY DUBHALTACII MAC
FIRBISIGIL,

Edited, -ete., by Joun O'DonovaN for the Irish_ Archweological
R Society. 1860, p. 187,
Cobhthach,* son of Muircadhach, Abbot of Cill-dara (Kildarc),
o sage doctor [dormoit], of whom is said:—

Cobtad Cuawug cuipeatard, Cobhthach of Cuirrech,? of races,

Datina pg Lipe Leannard; Helr upparent of the king of Liffeof tunics ;
‘Dupran niac mop Nupeadas Alas for the great son of Muireadhach,—
b.\l‘.mc hua caonbiptonn Ceallag, Al, gricft—tho descendant of the fair

Clege Largean Lagmde,
8401 plan yegann rotlad,
fecla pupead pérdpige
ComapLa Contart Colitad,

Ceallach, .
Chicf of scliolastic X.einster,
A perleet, comely, prudent, sago
Was Cobhthuch, thosucccssor of Conunluth.

Trom tho MS. Aunals of Tunigfullen, in tho posscaston of Charles Inliday, 2sq.

VAT, 1233, Domhinall Got Caisbreach, son of Domhinall Mor na-curra, son of
Dermod cille Luaidlne, came to depose O'Mathghanhon and O'Collity, and




1

A.M. 3618. ConruacH Con.unnan Coffey, Cael-mra, t.e. tl
slender, of Bregin), after the death of his roth({; Lnéglmi:é Lf)rcl‘ce,
ascended the throne and reigned thirty years. He was the son of
Eacharch Buaidhaig, of the royal line of Heremon. His mother

was the daughter of the King of Gaul, t.e. .
.- Ceasair Clm‘irthich. g of Gaul, i.e. France. Her name was

Nine hundred and fiftcen ycars afterwards, the death of Cobh- -

thaig Caolmbreagh is referred to on the eve of the battle which

took place at Dinn-risk, in Leinster, B{ the state poet of Fergal, .-
P

then King of Leinster. Vide Irish
cze'ti(, vol. 1§60, . 39, .

he portion of the County of Cork belonging to this sept now
belongs to the Barrymore family, the title-deeds of which are in
the Lambeth Library, in MS., xx. fo. 25.—Dr. Smith's istory
of Cork. o

cheological and Celtic So-

NOTE FROM THE IRISH ARCHZEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY'S VOLUME FOR THE YEAR 1844.

[Edited by J. O'DoNovanr. p. 2.03.] :

Dun Ut Chobhthaigh, ie. Cofley's fort, now Anglicised Dcc-
nycoy, & townland verging on the coast in the north of the Parish
of Templchoy, in the barony of Tireragh. It adjoins the territory
qf Muirsc{, and still containg the remains of tho ancient dun or
fort, originally called Dun Ui Chobhthafgh, which is shown on
the Ordnance Map of Sligo, sheet 12, 03 in the north of the town-
land, and thirty-cight fect above the level of the sea.

cugoyed at the wood of Scalbaigh, where ho elew tho threo sone of O'Math.
ghamling, son of Murtagh, sun of Dounchuldl na fl-hmrico Tivmpro O'Mahony®,

It is thus noticed, on the authority last quoted, in Mons, Laino' ]
o S B O y last quoted, ons, Loino's Pedigree of the
¢ Donall Got-Ogue, Mac Carthy Mér, 8* fils do Donall-Msr-na.c
Carthy, souverain do Thomond, ent cn l:pannge le rineepant: do C:u-“l:;:r:")fl l\{‘a:
1233 il lova uno armée pour de trouer Dermod O3 nhony. Truis fils de co der-
nidr pericent dans cetto guorro ufisi qu’ & Cofluy do Coillsenlvy. Mofns heureux
dans la, guerre qu'il commenga contro Je FitzGerald, en 1248, Donall fut tud, ¢n
l'..’fla '121’!' ;‘lea’u d;:? (‘!nllan, l(i:liﬁ d:l 'l‘homiu Figl(}cmhl" (p. 79). :
subhthuch—Princeps Cillo davo ; Aan. Ull,, A0, 869—=comp. F\ AL, 8C8.
3 Currech—now the éumgh o(KIl'dm. ' pniatbee

-

i
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EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNALS OF THE FOUR
MASTERS.

[O'Doxovax's Edition.]

1030. Domhnall Gott, King of Menth, was slain by Cucaratt
Ua Cobhthaigh, one of his own soldiers, This name is gtill com-
mo?) in Mcnlt.;h, but anglicised Coffey without the prefix of Ua -
or O. ‘

1094. Gilla ns Meughean, son of Ua Cobhthaigh, Lord of
Umhall, dicd.

1173. Murray Coffey, Bishop of Derry and Raphoe, a son of
chastity, o precious stone, o transparent gem, 3 brilliant star, a
treasury of wisdom. and a fruitful branch of the canon, after be-
stowing food, cducation, and assistance to the poor—alter ordain-
ing many priests, deacons, and men of every ecelesiastical rank—
rcbuilt many churches, founded many monasterics and regles (te.
abbeys)—and having the palm of piety and repentunce, resigned
his spirit at the Dubhircgles of Columbkille in Derry, on the
10th of February. A great miracle was performed on the night
of his death, namely, the dark night was illuminuted from mid-
night to daybreak, and the people thought that the neighibouring

arts of the world which were visible were in onc blaze of light,
and the likeness of a large globe of fire nrose over the town, and
moved in a south-casterly direction, and all arose from their beds,
imagining that it was daylight: it was also thus on the cast side
of the sca.

1193. Mulpatrick Coflcy dicd.

1213. Ainmire Cofley, Abbot of the Church of Derry-Co-
lumblkill, a noble ceclesiastic, dicd this year.

1415. The Clussach Cofity dicd, u man cminent for poetry
and hwmanity.

1429, Colley, i.e. Mclaghlin, the son of Classach Cofliy, was
slnin by Edmond, the son of Hubert Dalton. -

[Note—The Coffeys arc still numerous in the barony of
Ruthconrath, which was Dalton's country, Westmeath.}

1446. Domhmall Cofley, a good captain, with his two sons,
were slain on an Island in Longh Inncll, Westmeath.

1452 Coffey, ie. Hugh Mac an Classach, a learned poct,
who kept a huspitable house, died of the plague at Lertullugh,
Westmeath,

1464. Murtagh, the son of Art O'Mclaghlin, and his wile,
daughter of Cofley, and three others, dicd of the plague.
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1465. Thomas, the son of Donnell Coffey, died.

1478. Cofley, i.e. Murtagh, Bacogh, died.

1546. Coflcy, preceptor of the schools of Ireland in poetry,
was_taken prisoner by the EnFlish, and confined for eighteen
weeks in the king's castle, for his attachment to the Irish. It
was intended to put him to death, but he escaped at length,

—————— ————

.

Fedaryreasa 0, camnce cecimc

Leo pém &uyuo Clann 1és,
FA04 aTS Min po-dita,
ma §-cpornd ceann a g-ceann,
¥a teann onup na h-€ijieann.

1 Le rlioéc €1bip na 1y,
eupteap Leo pe Linn éyie,
cuame 1iio%, 11 tpom Tiondl,
na Le riol oll eyeathéin.

N B-puil 0'dobap acu pin .
ra éo‘-s 119, ra éup cogard,
att o'agpa cepe Clann Lugard .
Le bapp neipe o n-ollaiun, - .

Aca an &6 ag Clonn 1¢a,
10mOa &Obap Gipiota,
¥4 épi¢ éuan-abard Chobtarg
Fuapavap 6 allmopéart.

Mop g-coma ndp éoira beas, _
mép n-Catt -cupad vo’Eallyeav,
Fa'n o-ctip Bam, gealrolears, lam,
a3 catepammiay clamp Clywonigainn,

! Fearfeasa O'Cainte, For some account of this poct and some of his other pro-
duetions thoe reader is roferred to O'Reilly's Cutalogue of Irish Writers, A.D.
1617. This pogin was composed by him for Conchobhar or Corneliua O'Driscoll
(son of Sir Finghin or Florence), and hiy wifo Eibhilin, the daughter of Dombnall
son of Foglian Muc Suiblme of Muskerry,

? The Ruce of Ith, Lo, the O'Driscolls and thicir correlatives,

3 Country of Cobhthach, 1.0, Trclund.  ‘Tho Trinh pocts werv accustomed to form
namus for frelund by prefixing Fonn, Alugh, Crich, or Tir, to tho names of any of
her celebrated monnrehs, usiu tho present justance from Co‘:humcln Caulin-Brongls,
AL 4609, Four Mnsters,  O'Flabierty, in treating of the difiesent nuos of ro-
Jund notices this custon in tho following words:

* Denlyuo non rard & poctis patrils quorundam cclebriorum Insul regum

)
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1554, Tcige Coffey, son of Hugh, chief preceptor of poctry
and learning, died. .

1556. Owny, the son of William Coffey, the most learned in
Ircland, was treacherously shain at night, threo miles north of the
town of Moate.

. .

e p—— .

Fearreasa O'CAINTE' 8ANG THIS. .

By themselves [alone], the Clann Itha® make war,
}Long has the desire of extirpation been
n their hearts one and all),
For the sovereignty of the land of Eire.

It is not on the ruce of Eibhear or ir
They make war in unpeaceful times,
The offspring of kings of heavy muster,
Nor on the great progeny of ]&rcamhon.

Thesce have no other cause
For checking peace or wugi-ing war, .
But to assist the rights of the race of Lughaidh
At the powerful incitement of their ollamh.

The race of Ith have the right,
Many is the causc of their disquietude,
On account of the harbour-full country of Cobhthach? [Ireland]
Which they won from strungers.

Many.a prize, not n trifling prize,
Many a loss of heroes they sustained
For the green, bright-hilled, fine countr{,
Trom the adventurers of Crunhthann's Plain [Ireland].

adjectis nominibus, hujas, vel filius regis (expresso nomine) reglo, plaga, terra,
:(:)mens. tlflgg;. curin, aut quid, simile cognominatur; ut in sequentibus cx Hugone
"Donnclli flio,

“ goiptesp Tead Tustarl o'Cipinn
Cpo Cutnn af youn pain-Fhordlam
14t Ugame i Cadard apc
cpoé chobearg, 1 cLén Chopmarc™

4 Dicta Tuathalil domus Krin, regin quinti
Fedlimii fundus, plaga Cobtlinea, ot Hugonis arvuma
Arturi regio, vestruin ct, Corunee, theatrum®,
Oyygia, p 19,
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FaMm S-cpi tnp teavrmannag e,
e rean-Fhallab bjune Domne.
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Many ¢ beantiful, shamrock-flowering plain,

any o noble, bri ght-shining court,
o of [th and in the hands of knights

LAro lost] from the Rae
o that it would be o sufficient cause of fury to hear them
[numbered.)
Not to risc up in warlike alliance,
tained,
!

After all the evils which they have sus
The tribe of the land of round-nutted woods;

"Tis wonderful how long their forbearance.

It is hard if victory they gain not, L
For it is not excessive ambition, it is not injustice,
That drove this noble tribe of sharp spears

To take to steps of war.

the fear for their lands,
their forbearance,

as] their own danger,
en of for somne time)

That contributed, though long
([And] (ﬁeacc not having been spok
T'o kindle the five of the herocs.

Well it becomes the blood of, Ith
To fight battles, to kindle wars, °
For the prize of the land of the nobles

They were bound to relieve it.

The tace of Tth, who suffer injur{,
"Tis they who have the best right to make battle,
For the smooth, well-placed, ar-stretching Jand

Of atl the Gacidhil of tho lund of Felim (Ircland).

Ly the justim of God,
irship 1s more fitting,
rotect her cattle,
h is of them.

There is not of them,
One to whom the he
To frec her mountains,
Than the best heir whic

The son of O h-Eidirsceoil, of smooth breast,
For him it is the most becoming of all the men of Rire,
To ficht for its sake in the buttles,
The land famed for battling and wars.

Conchobhar, heart of a lion,
Will fight, as for him it is rigl
TPor the fertile, warm, gmwicﬁ
With the old English at the

in tho regivn traversed

it,
oving land,
bank of Boinn'

by which thie old English

1 Doinn, i.c. the river Hoyne,
wege exclusively eeated.
2
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€agal 0bib i .
'S¢, 005 D1 vo piiday, ’ Well may they fear, "is God that wills
Lmead 1p Conbubey, His tribe and Conchobhar '
0’4 n-oi 3 % . . e
ra ¢L6|:z'io§;§:\3: Fﬁg't‘:;“s Who will extirpate them, no trifling deed,
. For the warlike plain of Feli.
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No dclay happened to his shipe
Until he amived without much of error,
[rUntil] e reached, and it was a Fcrilous adventure,
he briny harbours of the land of Eire.

He procecded upon his coming to land
With o band of heroes, not great in number,
Finn was their advance us if to give battle
Unto the sons of Cearmad.

About the division of Eire of the sweet grass,
These sons of Cecarmad had come
T'o fierce words on cither side
On Ith's anival at Aileach.

The kings bade him welcome,
They disclose the cause of their dispute,
Wisdom had not governed their distribation,
Until Ith made peace between them.

He bids them farewell after this,
e takes from them their [good] words,
1Prom the novth, what greater pity, .
‘They [then] meditated to pursuc him.

.

They considered after disclosing his adventure,
That his coming to the island was dangerous to them;;

Their children were disgraced by their conspiracy;
Towards Ith they acted treacherously.

On Magh Itha' of the soft pasture
Ho is slain by the sons of Cearmad,® .
Though they exulted having slain him in the conflict,

Tt yepented them [soon] that they pursucd him.

The people of the son of Bile carry
By force from the stranger tribes,
Xn event from whick evil to them all arose),

he body of the hero to Spain.

' Magh Tika, Le. th ' : .
n—;;m«_;:%nd c:un;;' of }‘,‘}:,‘2&"‘ -}vt]',"; ﬁvl&' %ﬁ;‘f,&nﬁ f}?r';'::g i‘t" tho barany of jmmediately preceding the Scotlo Gudellan or %ﬂleﬂm {nvasion. GBe':s‘ Klont}ng'a
Sous of Ceurund, Theso wero Mac Cuill, Mac Cecht, and Mne Greloe, 333'1‘33'3 u&eAnnnlshnd (%?lmykgolj;llﬂ::.ugfmcgggorl&%?bgﬁgd ;- ‘."g.u of sue

: . ' thireo Tuathin Do Daounn chiefs who had governed Irclaod alteraately year about,
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Tughaidh! of the ancient swords scts out
nd his relatives the sons of Milidh
In o compact conscerated host
To force his eiric from the men of Eire.

On comingiht: land, what morc dangerous exploit;
After killing the sons of Ccnrmn§
The fury of the men was not fully abated
Until they had avenged the death of Ith.

In eiric for him the land remained,
With them from the Tuatha-De-Danann,
From thence the race of Ith the fair scion
Are the chicfs of a contred of a province. -

. Therefore they had the best right

Until their power was opposed)
n account of the fair-acred land of the heroes
To the great evil of [all] Eire. -

The eirie of Ith on the land of old Ir,
Let not the son of Eiblilin forgive;
From cvery man it is duc to thee
To obtain thy share of the eiric.

If it bo that you seek not
This eiric from the sons of Milidh,
If it be compensation to thee for the person slain,
Let it not go with the forcigners,

O descendant of Ith, son of Bilel
As an ciric from this stranger tribe,
"T'uke you, one and all,
"I’heirsharo of the woody lands of Eire.

Many an eirio besides this,
Due to thee O heir of Finghin,
Without denial from the rough hirclings of the English;
It is a pity to brook tho grievance.

Much of blood have they shed on the plain,
Many herocs, who should be lumented, -
Thoy huve plain for a long time huck Co
Throughout the kand of the Gaeidhil of the ripe ficlds.
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Spill thou blood for thesa bloods,
O hand of battles, O Conchobharl
Accept no ciric for them
But equal slaughter in licu of them.

Think of the false judgments of the English horde;
Understand how there is treachery in their friendship;
A passive secret should not be made of it;

Think of their enormous slaughters.

If we but continue to besecech her,
The virgin who was in poverty,
If her heir should refuse us)
he would raise us to dignity.

A Queenly disposition, without blemish,
Eibbilin, the daughter of Domhinall
Not one is found unthankful to her,

Of those who would otherwise abuse her.

From those who cause woman's face to blush
On account of the money which they seek;
The chosen flower of the family trees,
Eibhilin is ever free.

A scion of the woods of the blood of Suibhne
A sprout from the soil of the fertile plain of Modhuirn,
A fruitful plant which distorts not justicc,
The rich bearing tree of the north.

She is sufficiently distinguished from every side.
By her checking of plunder, her hatred of injustice,
By her screnc countenance, which causcs the trecs
T'o bend with fruit; by her tranquil mind,

e———p—

Composed by Rev. Dr. Geoffry Keating, author of the Histoa:{ of
Ireland, elc., for Teige O'Coffey, Poet, about the year 1644.

TransLATeED ny Jonny O'Davry.

What sngo i he who sweetly touchieth tho harp-strings,
And by whoso skill every woe is dispelled,

When he performs on the melodiously-sounding bourd

A tunc like tho strcum of melody of the fascinating organ ?
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Muca muig g1al & ngler,
Lt Luimncaé 4 hop méap bpay;
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N6 Maopda mac an "Daga,
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Do Thuatah vealba Ve Vanann;
Noé o'f1o1t on am pin a Lerd
Vo ampnrF cépt na cpuce.

Tavg O'Cobtars, cyunt topicpa, :
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Uartmg wnl putsp o yonn
Cutip an &l ra coguil.

Do Ferb gat raor 4 faran ve ,
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Vi vartgeal aordeade.

Vo 1100, 'vo hénn, Vo siaye,
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Roga Leandin cpite Chumn
4 m-beangin pitr Stigun,

Mo ¢diha 'rmo éirce an prollape geanamail gunn,
i1 1ablad, plistead, glan-femnesr 5o beadt olig binn,
Bo Lutmap, cuéip-eayt, protip-cesyic, tllap-tium poinn,
Fo ciripa clipte, gan millead, gan meapigad poinc.

* Aengus waa tho ilustrious Acngus Og who conducted the Druidical academy at
Brugh over thie Boyne, now supposed to bo tho monumental temple of Now-grange.

crioch.
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Wild beasts that roam the plains are captivated,
And tamely attend to his infatuating strains;
No visionary being is he, we feel convinced,
Who awakeneth such enchanting melody.

A: pure primeval wondrous spirit is he ;

We are apt to mistake him for Adhbhartach,

Or for Aengus' the invincible from the water,

For Daclgus or Greasach of the harmonious strains.

For Manannan whilst engaged in his wildest freaks,
For Craftime the world-&mcd harpist,

For Maordha, son of Dagdac?

He, the enchanting wand of musical artists!

Every genius I have coumerated hero

Were of the race of the comcly Tuatha Dedanans;
Who, from their times to the prosent day,

Have supported the fame and ‘gnity of the harp.

Teige O'Coffey of the rose-red checks,

The bosom friend and entrancer of female bands,
Singular is his skill, his melody is inimitable,

He s the fountain of music, and its guardian ‘spirit !

To him every musical artist must yield the palm strin
When he awakeneth entrancing unrcnrd-of' nl:usic on &:rp &
His strains are spell-binding, faultless, copious,

He produceth the truc music of nature.

To his manners, to his mien, to his noble deportment,

I have attached iy undivided affcetion ;

He is the most choice companion found in the land of Conn,
The ravishing spritc from the sighe of Slighuin !

%‘I& care, my treasure, is ho the merry performer,

osc fingers steal softly, melodiously, quickly and sweetly over
the harpstring,

With dolicacy, with tasto, with the utmost god-like skill:

Inimitable for correctness ho never yet missed a single point.

! Dagdao was & Tuatha Dedanan deity, Ho was invoked by Lards and inusl-

ﬂqm:i“who wero somctines styled Clann an Daydue, te., Ghildren of Dagdao.
iy

ughter Brigit wus godduss of burds und wueiciaue.

END,




